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St. Justin Martyr Parish 
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 

 

 

 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 

 

Saturday: 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
 
 

By appointment.                             
Call the parish office. 

 
Like us on Facebook:                        

Saint Justin Martyr Parish. 

Mass Schedule 
 
 

 
Sunday: 8:00 a.m.; 10:00 a.m. 
12:00 p.m. in Vietnamese; 
5:00 p.m. in Spanish 
 
 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
9:00 a.m. (Chapel) 
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First Sunday of Advent, November 29, 2020 

13350 Ashford Point Drive  •  Houston, TX 77082-5100 
Telephone: 281-556-5116  •  FAX: 281-556-6932 

E-Mail: sjm@sjmtx.com  •  Web page: www.sjmtx.org 
 

Fr. Paul Chovanec, Pastor          Fr. Peter Thang Nguyen, Parochial Vicar      
Deacon Corney Llorens      Deacon Nhat Tran       

 
 

ADULT BAPTISM AND ENTERING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
The Rite for the Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) process is ongoing.  Contact one of the priests in the parish office. 

 

ADULT CONFIRMATION FOR PRACTICING CATHOLICS 
Please phone the parish office. 

 

SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY 
Please contact Dolores Gonzalez at 281-902-5711 or dgonzalez@sjmtx.com 6 months to 2 years prior to desired date. 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM FOR CHILDREN 
Baptism for children through age six is held monthly except during the season of Lent.  There are no private baptisms.                             

There are required preparation sessions for the parents.  At least one parent must be a registered member of the parish                               
and a practicing Catholic.  Expectant parents are asked to begin this process during the second trimester of pregnancy.                                  

Please phone the parish office. 
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM FOR CHILDREN SEVEN AND OLDER 
Please contact the Religious Education office about the RCIA  process, 281-902-5701. 

 

SACRAMENT OF THE ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Please phone the parish office as soon as you or someone in your family schedules surgery/hospitalization or suffers an                          

illness or injury.  PLEASE DON’T DELAY in this prayer for Christian healing!  The Sacrament is celebrated the fourth                                            
Saturday of the month at  9 a.m. Mass. 

 

FIRST COMMUNION, FIRST PENANCE , CONFIRMATION AND QUINCEAÑERA CELEBRATIONS 
Please contact the Religious Education office, 281-902-5701. 

 

YOUTH MINISTRY AT ST. JUSTIN MARTYR 
There are various activities for Middle and High School Youth throughout the year.  Youth Nights take place every                                      

Wednesday 7-8:30 p.m. and are a time for youth to make friends, have fun and learn more about their faith.                                                 
For more information contact the Youth Ministry Office at  281-902-5710. 

 

ST. JUSTIN MARTYR PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday – 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Other times, call 281-556-6882.  Fax is 281-752-5985. 

 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Sunday at 5:00 p.m.  Bulletin e-mail: mmartin@sjmtx.com 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JUSTIN MARTYR 
Please let us know you have arrived.  We are anxious to meet  you.  Contact the parish office for a welcoming packet. 

 

 
 
 

ST. JUSTIN MARTYR PARISH BOUNDARIES 
Beginning at a point on Barker Reservoir Dam at Briar Forest Street, East on Briar Forest to Dariy Ashford; thence 
South on Dairy Ashford to Westheimer Road; thence East on Westheimer Road to Old Westheimer Road; thence 
South on Old Westheimer Road, to Alief-Clodine; thence West on Alief-Clodine to Dairy Ashford; thence South on 
Dairy Ashford  Bellaire Blvd;  thence West on Bellaire Blvd. to Eldridge; thence South on to Beechnut; thence West 
on Beechnut to Addicks-Howell Road (Hwy 6); thence South on Addicks Howell Road to Keegans Bayou; thence West 
on Keegans Bayou to O’Brien Road; thence North on O’Brien Road to Barker Reservoir Dam; thence Northeast along 
the Dam to the point of beginning at Briar Forest. 
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Financial Stewardship  
Weekend Collection 
 
 

Please see the December 6 Bulletin for the                
November 22 Collection and the Campaign for 
Human Development Collection amounts.      
 
 

Required Weekly Budget Amount  $16,000  
 

Building Improvements     $    -0-              
 

Social Ministry       $    -0- 
 
 

Registered Families           1989 
 

         
 
 
 

Go to sjm@sjmtx.org for Online Giving. 
 

Like us on Facebook: Saint Justin Martyr            
Parish. 
 
Diocesan Services Fund 2020 
 

Parish Goal:          $124,780 
Parish Amount Pledged:      $  78,014           

Parish Contributions:      $  78,170 
Balance Due:        $  46,610          
 

Number of Gifts     426     
 
Ignite Campaign 
 

Parish Goal:                                                    $907,414  

Parish Amount Pledged:                                 $553,772 
Parish Contributions                                       $292,197 
Balance Due:        $615,217      
 

Number of Participants                      241 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Second Collection 
 

Retirement Fund for Religious (Sisters) December 13 
 
 

 
Thank you for your                      
continued support of                     

St. Justin Martyr Parish! 

Clergy Reflection 
 

Mark’s Jesus 
 

Mark’s Gospel is the shortest and tersest of all four. The 
discourses of Jesus tend to be terser as well. Mark’s por-
trayal of Jesus has none of the poetry of the Sermon on 
the Mount or the Sermon on the Plain as in Matthew or 
Luke, nor the extensive, reflective “I Am” discourses as 
in John. Mark’s Jesus “cuts to the chase,” we would say 
today. This is reflected quite well in today’s passage. 
 
It is no accident that the dialogue of Jesus at this point in 
the Gospel according to Mark—the concluding words 
about the end of the world—immediately before his pas-
sion, is riddled with exclamation points and an overall 
sense of urgency. 
 
We would do well to re-tool our own way of living this 
Advent, for we live in a world urgently in need of hear-
ing the message of Jesus proclaimed. It’s time for us to 
“wake up!” and get out into the world to do it. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 
Today’s Readings 
 

First Reading — We are the clay and you, O Lord, are 
the potter: we are the work of your hands.  
Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7 
Psalm — Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face 
and we shall be saved.  
Psalm 80 
Second Reading — God is faithful; by God you were 
called to fellowship with the Son.  
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Gospel — Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know 
when the time will come.  
Mark 13:33-37 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the 

Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International 
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation.                

All rights reserved. 

Pastoral Staff 
 

Vacant 
Coordinator of Adult Ministry 

 

Jackie Baca 
Coordinator of Religious Education                                             

& Youth Ministry 
 

Karen Rachal 
Parish Administrator 
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Parish Events 
Sunday, November 29th - First Sunday of Advent 
  8:00 a.m.   Mass in the Church 
                    Livestream Mass   
10:00 a.m.   Mass in the Church 
12:00 p.m.   Vietnamese Mass in the Church 
                    Livestream Mass 
  5:00 p.m.   Spanish Mass in the Church 
                    Livestream Mass  
Monday, November 30th 
  9:00 a.m.   Mass in the Church 
                    Livestream Mass 
Tuesday, December 1st 
  9:00 a.m.   Mass in the Church 
                    Livestream Mass 
Wednesday, December 2nd 
   9:00 a.m.  Mass in the Church 
                    Livestream Mass 
   7:00 p.m.  RCIA 
Thursday, December 3rd 
   9:00 a.m.  Mass in the Church 
                    Livestream Mass 
Friday,  December 4th 
   9:00 a.m.  Mass in the Church 
                    Livestream Mass 
Saturday, December 5th  
   9:00 a.m.  Mass in the Church 
                    Livestream Mass 
   4:00 p.m.  Penance 
                    Fr. Paul in the Church Sacristy 
                    Fr. Peter in the Cryroom 
Sunday, December 6th - Second Sunday of Advent    
  8:00 a.m.   Mass in the Church 
                    Livestream Mass   
10:00 a.m.   Mass in the Church 
12:00 p.m.   Vietnamese Mass in the Church 
                    Livestream Mass 
  5:00 p.m.   Spanish Mass in the Church 
                    Livestream Mass 

Prayer Needs 

November 28th ~ December 6th 
Sun. Nov 29th   8:00 a.m. +  Owen S. Rachal, Sr. 

Sun. Nov 29th 10:00 a.m.     People of St. Justin 

Sun. Nov 29th 12:00 p.m. +  Maria Dong Nguyen    

Sun. Nov 29th   5:00 p.m.     Prayers for Our Country 

Mon. Nov 30th   9:00 a.m.       +  Benita Lopez 

Tue. Dec 1st   9:00 a.m. +  Andrea Ledezma 
+  Irene Mondragon 

Wed. Dec 2nd   9:00 a.m.  +  Ananias 

Thurs. Dec 3rd   9:00 a.m.             +  Maria Nguyen 

Fri. Dec 4th   9:00 a.m.     Mr. & Mrs.  Ariguzo 

Sat. Dec 5th   9:00 a.m. +  Kathleen Bush 

Sun. Dec 6th   8:00 a.m.     +  Natosha Mouton 

Sun. Dec 6th 10:00 a.m. +  Dennis Atkinson     

Sun. Dec 6th 12:00 p.m.     People of St. Justin 

Sun. Dec 6th  5:00 p.m.            Prayers for Our Country 

    

Mass Intentions 

Readings for the Week 
 

Sun., Nov 29nd: Is 63:16b-17,19b,64:2-7/ 
     1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37 
Mon., Nov 30th: Rom 10:9-18/Mt 4:18-22   
 

Tues., Dec 1st:  Is 11:1-10/Lk 10:21-24 
Wed., Dec 2nd:  Is 25:6-10a/Mt 15:29-37 
Thurs., Dec 3rd: Is 26:1-6/Mt 7:21,24-27    
Fri., Dec 4th:  Is 29:17-24/Mt 9:27-31 
Sat., Dec 5th:  Is 30:19-21,23-26/                                       
     Mt 9:35—10:1,5a,6-8 
Sun., Dec 6th:  Is 40:1-5,9-11/2 Pt 3:8-14/ 
     Mk 1:1-8 

Vocation Brief 
 

Christ spoke of the talents each one of us has, talents 
which must not be buried.  Our calling is to take those 
talents, develop them fully, and then use them in        
establishing His kingdom on earth.  Are you using your 
talents to fulfill your vocation to service?  Are you an 
active Christian in the parish, at your workplace, and in 
the home?  Take some time today to reflect on how you 
might use your special talents in the service of the   
Kingdom.    
 
  

Serra for priestly and religious vocations 
 
Word of Life 
 

“An unexpected pregnancy can bring joy, excitement, 
awe, gratitude, and deeper love than I knew possible.” 
 

-10 Ways to Support Her When She’s Unexpectedly 
Expecting.                                                                        

USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities,                                
Respect Life Program 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

Be watchful! Be alert! 
You do not know when the time 
will come. 
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Parish Life 
 

Advent Penance Service 
 

The Advent Penance Service is Tuesday, December 15, 
at 7:00 p.m.  We will have Priests available that speak 
English, Spanish & Vietnamese. 
_____________________________________________ 
 

 

Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 

Everyone is invited to this special celebration on 
Saturday, December 12,  
Holy Rosary at 8:30 AM 
Holy Mass at 9:00 AM. 

Celebrants will be Fr. Paul and Deacon Enrique Avila 
We will not have a reception after Mass, and there are 

no mananitas. 
Please join us in honoring our Blessed Mother. 

All services will be in Spanish. 
_____________________________________________ 

 

Simbang Gabi 
 

Everyone is invited to attend the annual Simbang Gabi, 
a Filipino Christmas Mass on Friday, December 18.  
Mass is at 7:00 p.m.   Due to Covid-19 there is no 
Reception this year.   
_____________________________________________ 

 
Planned Giving 

 

End Of The Year Gifts 
 

This holiday season, consider adding “charitable gifts” 
to your list of  giving ideas.  If you or your loved ones 
value the mission of your parish or the Archdiocese, 
consider making a gift in their honor.  Your gift will 
make a difference at your parish or the archdiocese and 
it is a great way to honor your loved ones. 
 
Gift of Securities 
 

Donating stock to support the mission of your parish or 
Archdiocese can offer even more tax benefits than 
writing a check.  You will be exempt from paying 
capital gains taxes on any increase in value—taxes you 
would pay if you had otherwise sold the securities.  You 
are entitled to a federal income tax deduction based on 
the current fair market value of the securities, regardless 
of their original cost. 
 
Learn More 
 

A tax or legal advisor can provide you additional 
information.  The Archdioceses is also happy to assist 
you as well, please call them at 713-659-5461. 
 

 

Feast of the                                  
Immaculate Conception 

 

The solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary is the day we 

remember and celebrate that she was conceived without 
original sin in preparation for her vocation as the 
Mother of God.  Mary, under this title, is also the 
patroness of the United States of America. 
 

We will celebrate the Holy Day at the following 
Masses: 
 

Monday, December 7  7:00 p.m. Vigil Mass 
 

Tuesday, December 8  6:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m.                       
& 7:00 p.m. (Multicultural) 
 

If you are a St. Justin Martyr Liturgical Minister 
please consider signing up in the brides-room. 
_____________________________________________ 

 

Donations for Christmas 
 

Donation envelopes are available in the 
narthex to contribute to the cost of 
poinsettias and greenery for Christmas.  
Please help if you are able.  Thank you.  

All memorials will be published in the bulletin. 
_____________________________________________ 

 

Advent Christmas Concert 
 

The Season of Advent will start soon, and our parish 
musicians will present an Advent Concert on Monday, 
November 30, at 7:00 p.m. on the parish face book 
page.  Go to the parish website, www.sjmtx.org and 
follow the Facebook link at the bottom of the page, and 
enjoy the concert – Monday, November 30, at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 

 

Donate Sleeping Bags   
 

The Respect Life Committee and the 
Knights of Columbus will collect sleeping 
bags  for  homeless men and women and for 
families who lack sufficient beds for  their 
family members.  This year the sleeping 
bags will be distributed through Casa Juan 

Diego, one of the outreach projects of the Archdiocese 
of Galveston Houston. New or gently used sleeping 
bags may be brought to the church office now through 
December 13. 
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December 20, December 27 & January 3 
Bulletin Deadlines 

 
 

December 20 The deadline is December 9                         
December 27 The deadline is December 16 
January 3  The deadline is December 23 
_____________________________________________ 
 

News About the Mavericks  
 

All activities have been cancelled due to the corona  
virus restrictions until further notice.  Stay home and be 
safe. 
_____________________________________________ 

 

Social Ministry News 
Heavenly Father, You have given us archangels to assist 
us during our pilgrimage on earth.   
St. Michael is our protector, we ask him to come to our 
aid, fight for all our loved ones, and protect us from 
danger.   
St. Gabriel, messenger of good news, help us to hear 
your voice and teach us truth.   
St. Raphael, healing angel, we ask you to take our needs 
for healing and that of everyone we know, lift them up 
to your throne of grace and deliver back to us the gift of 
recover. 
Amen 
_____________________________________________ 

 

How About A Virtual                                
Trip To Rome?   

 

The Texas Catholic Herald has curated a ‘Diversions’ 
website online with links to FREE digital offerings, in-
cluding digital pilgrimages, online video tours, puzzles 
and links to religious exhibits.  
Take a trip online at  WWW>ARCHGH>ORG?
DIVERSIONS. 
_____________________________________________ 

Please Do Not Leave Valuables                       
In Your Vehicles 

All parishioners are asked to be vigilant in locking their 
vehicles and storing anything of value out of sight or in 
the trunk.  There have been several burglaries of motor 
vehicles in the parking lot.  The thieves are smashing in 
windows and stealing personal belongings.  The best 
way to avoid having property stolen from your vehicle 
is to not leave anything of value inside your vehicle!  
Thank you. 

 

Daughters of Isabella                                                        
Unity, Friendship and Charity 

 

“Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we 
shall be saved.”             Ps.80 
 

      There will not be a meeting in December.  
     We are scheduling our Christmas Party for                           
December 12 at 3:00 p.m. RSVP is a must if you plan 
to attend, please contact Mary Christo at 832-788-5897 
by text or message.  
     If you would like to participate in the gift exchange 
please bring a wrapped gift of $20 value.  Covid-19 
guidelines will be practiced. 
     New members are always welcome, if you are inter-
ested in finding out more about us or would like to join 
our wonderful organization please call or text Mary 
Christo at 832-788-5897. 
 

_____________________________________________ 
DSF News 
The holidays are nearly here.  For the many in the Hou-
ston community who are served by the Archdiocesan 
ministries, this can be a time of need, not joy.  Please 
help to make the holidays brighter for others by donat-
ing as you are able to DSF 2020.  Thank you! 
_____________________________________________ 

 

Diocesan Services Fund 2020 
 
 

“Bring Your Greatest Gift to the Lord.” 
 

Everything we have, everything we are, and everything 
we will become is a gift from the Lord.  As faithful 
Catholics, we are called to return our time, talent and 
gifts in gratitude for God’s bounty.  DSF 2020 reminds 
us to Bring Your Greatest Gifts to the Lord, and through 
our willingness to share our gifts, we provide support to 
ministries that serve thousands and thousands of our 
brothers and sisters in the Archdiocese of Galveston-
Houston.  Make your contribution today to DSF, and 
help us answer God’s call to give in 2020.  To give 
online, please visit www.archgh.org/dsf.  Please help us 
reach our parish goal of $124,780. 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart. 
Prov. 3:5 

Parish Life 
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Parish Life 
 

The continued growth and diversity of 
our Archdiocese has created needs no 
single parish can address on its own.  Join 
us in our Capital Campaign to IGNITE: 
Our Faith, Our Mission.  The 

Archdiocese allocated $30 million of the campaign to 
address all the needs of refurbishing the plant infracture 
of St. Mary’s Seminary. 
     St. Justin is participating as a Good Faith Effort 
Campaign participant and as such received 33% of 
funds collected quarterly.  As of July 2020, we have 
received $92,845 and expensed $45,000.  All of these 
funds are dedicated to the replacement of our A/C Units 
and lighting improvements.  Thank you for making this 
sacrifice to IGNITE! 
_____________________________________________ 

 

Stewardship Prayer 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for all the gifts You have 
given us:  our lives, our loved ones, all that we have and 
all that we are.  Most of all, we thank You for Jesus, 
your Son and our Redeemer, who came among us to 
show us the way to eternal life.  Jesus was the perfect 
steward of your gifts, showing that complete trust in 
You is necessary, and that giving of self is a most 
important part of following Him.  May the offerings of 
our time, our talent, and our material resources be made 
in the same spirit of sacrifice that Jesus taught us by His 
life and death for us.       Amen. 
_____________________________________________ 
 

Please Pray For . . .  
 

The following couples who will celebrate the Sacrament 
of Matrimony at St. Justin Martyr: 
 
 
 

December 5      Thi Lam & Cheryl Bartolome 
_____________________________________________ 
 

Hosts & Wine for St. Justin Martyr 
 

The honor of providing the Bread and Wine at every 
Mass, can be yours.  The bread and wine are 
consecrated into the Body and Blood of Christ.  The 
hosts are made by the cloistered Dominican Sisters in 
New Caney, Texas, and the wine (made and sold for use 
in the Mass) is made by the Christian Brothers in 
California.  Those who would like to donate the Hosts 
and Wine for the Masses of each month are invited to do 
so.  The hosts and wine could be given in memory of 
departed loved ones.  The offering for the hosts for one 
month would be $270 and the offering for the wine for 
one month would be $150.  To make this donation, 
contact Karen Rachal in the parish office,                 
281-556-5116. 

 

RCIA 
 

Curious about the Catholic Faith?  
Are you unbaptized?   

Or were you baptized in another 
faith?  RCIA is the program for 
you!  Please call the church office 
and leave your name and a contact 
phone number, and someone from 
the RCIA Team will call you to 
give you more information. 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Confessions 
 

If you want to go to Confession, remember that both of 
our priests hear confessions every Saturday at 4:00 p.m. 
in the Sunday sacristy and in the infants’ room.  Masks 
and social distancing still required. 
_____________________________________________ 

 
 

Go to sjm@sjmtx.com for                                
Online Giving. 

Like us on Facebook:                    
Saint Justin Martyr Parish. 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Mass Intentions 
 

Why do Catholics offer Masses for the dead?  When we 
die in God’s friendship we eventually go to Heaven, but 
if we haven’t properly atoned for certain sins we have to 
be purified in Purgatory first.  We pray for the souls in 
Purgatory to help them pass through faster than they 
would otherwise.  The 2021 Book for Mass Intentions is 
open.  Please visit the church office for your Mass 
Intention requests. 
_____________________________________________ 

 

Our Current Mass Schedule                                  
& Prayer Time 

 

Sunday Masses:  8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 12:00 PM 
(Vietnamese) and 5:00 PM (Spanish).   
 

We continue to have daily Masses at 9:00 a.m. Monday 
thru Saturday.  The Chapel will be open before the daily 
Mass and after - until 12:00 PM.   The church is 
sanitized after each Mass.   We have quite a few seats to 
fill.   We have adequate amounts of sanitizer, gloves and 
masks if needed.  We look forward to seeing our pews 
full (with current restrictions) and for you to receive the 
Blessed Sacrament.   
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CCE & 
Youth News 

Jackie Baca 
Coordinator of Religious 
Education & Youth Ministry  
jbaca@sjmtx.com  
281-902-5701 

Contact 
Us 

Perla Galvan 
CCE Assistant 
pgalvan@sjmtx.com 
281-902-5712 

Evelyn Lara 
CCE Youth Assistant 
youth@sjmtx.com 
281-902-5712 
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INFORMATION SHEET: 
 
Church name & address 
St. Justin Martyr #515169 
13350 Ashford Point Drive 
Houston, Texas 77082 
 
Contact person: Martha Martin @ 281-556-5116 
 
Software used: 
Win 10, MSPub 2016,  AA-9 
 
Date of publication:  November 29, 2020 
(Sunday’s date) 
 
Number of pages transmitted: Cover + 7 text pages + this page = 9 (2 ad pages) 
 
Special instructions for Production:  Please send us 400 Bulletins. 

FedEx shipping address:  13350 Ashford Point Drive, Houston, Texas 77082 
 
Special instructions for FedEx delivery: 
 
FedEx tracking e-mail: mmartin@sjmtx.com 


