






Today’s Readings 
First Reading — Elisha promises a baby son to the 
hospitable woman (2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16a). 
Psalm — For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord  
(Psalm 89). 
Second Reading — We shall live in newness of life as 
Christ was raised from the dead (Romans 6:3-4, 8-11).  
Gospel — Whoever gives but a cup of cold water to 
another will surely be rewarded (Matthew 10:37-42). 

CHRISTIAN HOSPITALITY 
Day in and day out, we are required to make judg-
ment calls informed by tough, durable, serviceable 
Christian love. We do what we can do, and God 
takes notice. God is in charge of rewards, and a 
glass of water will do when that is what we have to 
offer with a glad and open heart. 
Paul gives us a clear theology for the missionary 
work we do whenever anybody is close at hand. He 
reminds us that our work, our ministry, is carried 
on in concert with Christ. We have been baptized 
into his death and life. In any given moment both 
life and death are there, a kind of play of shadow 
and light. Sometimes it’s difficult to tell where 
shadow leaves off and light begins. God will take 
care of that, too. 

6/21 Collection $3551 
Please continue to send your offer-
ings to support the church either by 
mail or through online payment: 
https://stjohnspiermont.churchgiving.com 
 Thank you for your support and gen-
erosity to St. John’s. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday:  Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-9;  
2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19 
Tuesday: Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Ps 5:4b-8; Mt 8:23-
27 
Wednesday: Am 5:14-15, 21-24; Ps 50:7-13, 16bc
-17; Mt 8:28-34 
Thursday: Am 7:10-17; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 9:1-8 
Friday: Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 20:24-29 
Saturday: Am 9:11-15; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Mt 9:14-
17 or,  
for Independence Day, any readings from the Mass 
“For the Country,” nos. 882- 886, or “For Peace 
and Justice,” nos. 887-891 
Sunday: Zec 9:9-10; Ps 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14;  
Rom 8:9, 11-13; Mt 11:25-30 



HUMAN PERSON FULLY ALIVE 
If today were not a Sunday, we would be celebrating the memorial of 
one of the Church Fathers, St Irenaeus. Irenaeus lived in the second cen-
tury, about 130 to 203 AD. Among his writing, you will find the state-
ment: The Glory of God is man fully alive. Think about that: The Glory 
of God is man fully alive.  What does this mean? Let's break it down. 
Glory is that which radiates from God, that which shows His Holiness. 
Therefore, the Holiness of God is radiated in man fully alive. To be fully 
alive is to be alive both physically and spiritually, for we are spiritual 
beings as well as physical beings. Many people feel dead because they 
are dead. They live only for the physical and have sacrificed or refused 
to embrace their capacity for the spiritual. Man fully alive is more than 
physically alive. Man fully alive is spiritually alive. Therefore, to para-
phrase Irenaeus' The Glory of God is man fully alive; we can say "The 
Holiness of God is seen in the man or woman who is totally, physically 
and spiritually alive. 

It is in this light that we can come to an understanding of those demand-
ing mandates at the beginning of this Sunday’s  Gospel: Whoever loves 
Father or Mother more than me is not worthy of me; whoever loves son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not 
takes up his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 

Recently, there has been a supposedly humorous commercial on TV that 
shows a teenage girl getting home at a reasonable time in the evening 
and her mother, who should have eaten a snickers bar, yelling at her, 
“What are you doing home?  You should be out someplace disappoint-
ing your father.”  The commercial is a joke, but, sadly, there are parents 
who try to convince their children to engage in actions that would de-
stroy their spiritual lives.  If they were to go along with their parents 
sinful demands, then they would be choosing the love of their parents 
over the love of God.  This is not all that rare.  I have come upon par-
ents, few to be sure, but still parents who encourage their children to 
sin.  I have come upon parents who have told their Teenage daughters 
that they need to be on birth control because it would be reasonable for 
them to have sex.  I have come upon parents who have taught their chil-
dren to cheat at business, or work.  But mostly, sadly, I have come upon 
parents who have taught their children to hate.  They have done this by 
refusing to control their own anger and hating others.  If a child were to 
choose to follow a parent leading her or him to sin, then that child would 
be loving Father or Mother more than God.  The child would not be 
worthy of God, at least not until he or she rejects sin. 

The second mandate really strikes us as excessive.  It sure seems to be 
over the top to say, “Anyone who loves son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me.”  We hear this mandate, and we think about our chil-
dren. Our hearts explode with love just picturing them in our 
minds.  How can we be told that if we love them more than we love Je-
sus, we are not worthy of the Lord. How can this be? It is simply that 
Jesus Christ must be the center of our lives. We love our children be-
cause they are not just our children; they are the Lord's children. Parents 
are in the business of raising children for the Lord, not for them-
selves.  If parents separate their love for their children from their love 

for the Lord, if the worship of God is not a priori-
ty in their home, if they let their children con-
vince them that the Christian life is too demand-
ing for modern day people, then these parents 
would be loving their son or daughter more than 
God. They would be unworthy of being a follow-
er of Christ. 

But if parents, or better, when parents, allow the 
presence of God in their homes to motivate 
their every action, when parents are committed to 
raising their children to be the Christian men and 
women the world craves to find its meaning and 
worth, then their love for their children will re-
flect their love for the Lord. Catholic parents do 
not love their children more than they love 
God.  Their love for their children is an expres-
sion of their love for God. 

And finally, “Whoever does not take up his cross 
and follow me is not worthy of me.”  Christ’s 
love is sacrificial love.  He loves by giving.  He 
calls us to love by giving.  This can be diffi-
cult.  This can be a real cross.  A person can have 
a serious illness.  There can be deep pain and di-
vision within a family, a person may experience a 
horrible life-changing tragedy.  A person might 
be in so much pain that he or she just wants to 
give up, even to the point of going to war with 
God rather than accept his or her situation in life 
as a participation in the cross of Christ.  If we 
refuse to follow the Lord because we are con-
vinced that our crosses are too much for us, then 
we are not worthy of being called disciples of the 
Lord.   There is a popular expression, “If you 
have your health you have it all.”  This is not 
true.  What is true is this: “If you have the Lord, 
you have it all.” 

And St. Paul wrote: “Do you not realize that 
when you were baptized you were baptized into 
the death of Christ, so that you can live the life of 
Christ.”  Millions of Christians, billions of Chris-
tians, have died happy in the Lord because they 
have realized with their lives that nothing can 
ever separate them from the love of Christ.  They 
have been and are fully alive, physically and spir-
itually.  The Glory of God has shown through 
them. Again, St. Irenaeus, “The Glory of God is 
man fully alive.”  May we also be fully 
alive..  May we be worthy followers of Jesus 
Christ.  

http://frjoeshomilies.net/06-28-20.html  



LECTURAS DE HOY 
Primera lectura — La hospitalidad genuina se 
alaba mucho (2 Reyes 4:8-11, 14-16a). 
Salmo — Proclamaré sin cesar la misericordia 
del Señor (Salmo 88). 
Segunda lectura — Están muertos al pecado 
por su bautismo en Cristo Jesús. Vivan para Di-
os en Cristo Jesús (Romanos 6:3-4, 8-11). 
Evangelio — No es digno de mí el que no toma 
su cruz para seguirme. El que los recibe a 
ustedes, a mí me recibe. (Mateo 10:37-42). 

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA 
Lunes:  Hch 12:1-11; Sal 33:2-9; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 
16:13-19 
Martes: Am  3:1-8; 4:11-12; Sal 5:4b-8; Mt 8:23-27 
Miércoles: Am  5:14-15, 21-24; Sal 49)7-13, 16bc-17; Mt 
8:28-34 
Jueves: Am  7:10-17; Sal 18:8-11; Mt 9:1-8 
Viernes: Ef 2:19-22; Sal 116):1bc, 2; Jn 20:24-29 
Sábado: Am  9:11-15; Sal 84:9ab, 10-14; Mt 9:14-17 o 
para el Día de la Independencia  se pueden tomar las lec-
turas de las Misas para varias necesidades y ocasiones: 
Por la nación o por la paz y justicia 
Domingo: Zac 9:9-10; Sal 144):1-2, 8-11, 13-14; Rom 
8:9, 11-13; Mt 11:25-30 

HOSPITALIDAD CRISTIANA 
En todo momento se requiere de nosotros que 
hagamos decisiones para la acción, informadas 
por el amor cristiano que es difícil, duradero y 
útil. Hacemos lo que podemos, y Dios presta 
atención. Dios se encarga de las recompensas, y 
un vaso de agua es suficiente cuando es lo que 
podemos proporcionar con corazón abierto y ale-
gre. 
Pablo nos da una teología clara para el trabajo 
misionero que hacemos cuando alguien está cer-
ca. Nos recuerda que nuestro trabajo, nuestro 
ministerio, se cumple en coordinación con Cristo. 
Hemos sido bautizados en su muerte y en su vida. 
A cada momento, tanto la vida como la muerte 
están presentes, un juego de intercambio entre 
sombra y luz. A veces, es difícil diferenciar el 
margen entre la luz y la sombra. Pero, Dios se en-
cargará de esto, también. 

SAN IRENEO (c. 130-200) 
28 de junio 
Irineo nació en Esmirna, al occidente de Turquía. 
Desde joven fue discípulo de Policarpo, quien a su vez 
fue discípulo del apóstol Juan. Su vinculación a la Ig-
lesia apostólica es directa y eso lo manifestó en su 
ministerio como obispo y escritor. En sus obras Con-
tra los herejes, se preocupó no tanto por atacar a 
quienes tenían un concepto erróneo de la Iglesia y los 
misterios de la fe, sino de preservar la autenticidad de 
la fe cristiana predicada por los apóstoles. Una de las 
herejías que atacó fue la de los gnósticos, un grupo de 
cristianos que afirmaban que la salvación sólo venía 
por un conocimiento especial de Dios, disponible sólo 
para unos cuantos. Ireneo, además de maestro fue un 
gran pacificador, pues concilió las tensiones entre ori-
ente y occidente en lo referente a la celebración de la 
Pascua, en la primera luna llena de la primavera. 
Movido por la necesidad, aprende los idiomas de la 
región de Francia y Alemania y va allá como su 
obispo, en medio de la persecución, donde a la postre, 
murió como mártir. 



P A R I S H  M I N I S T R I E S  &  C H A I R  
Buildings & Grounds  Pat Miele, Alex Aguilar  
Eucharistic Adoration  Dcn Robert Pang                
Health   Mary Loftus 
Hispanic Community  Michaelina Maldonado 
Ministerios Marianos  Luis y Aida Cachichabla 
Hospitality  Robin Miller 
Men’s Club  Bill Loftus. Ralph Olsen 
Ushers  Jake Miraglia 
Music   Elise Espinosa, Chris & Carolyn Yates,  
  Ann Quattrocchi & Eileen Petersen 
Spanish Choir                      Carlos Cerna, William Martinez   
Outreach  Maria Nest 
Parish Council  Ralph Olsen 
Parish Worship                    Dcn Rob Pang 
Religious Education  Kathleen Dunn 
RCIA  Dcn Robert Pang, Nelson Zamora 
Catholic Daughters  Marge Olsen 
Right to Life  Scott Giblin                    
Social  May Pang 
Spiritual Life    Johanna Krumm 
St. Vincent De Paul  Fr. Tom Kunnel 

P A R I S H  C O U N C I L  
 Alex Aguilar, Kathleen Dunn,  Jonathan/Dominika Fanning,  
Lucia/Sal Caruana, Marleni Lemus, Ray/Beverly Sambrotto,  

Irma Vasquez                                                                                                 
T R U S T E E S                                         

Phil McCartin   James Pontone 

 

 

Our Sacramental Life  

Baptism: Please call the Rectory well in advance of the expected day of Bap-
tism to arrange an appointment for an interview. Pre-baptismal meeting for 
parents is required. Godparents must be confirmed, practicing Catholics. Gener-
ally Baptisms are celebrated the third Sunday of each month at 12:00 pm. 

Reconciliation: Confessions are heard from 3:30-4:00 pm on Saturday. You 
may also make an appointment with  Fr. Tom. Spanish confessions is available 
from 12:30–1:00 PM on Sundays. 

Marriage: Marriages should be arranged at least six months in advance. Partici-
pation in Pre-Cana is essential. Please call the Rectory to schedule an appoint-
ment with Fr. Tom. 

Anointing of the Sick: Before you enter the hospital for elective surgery or 
other serious treatment, and for those who have need of spiritual healing.         
In an emergency, please call Fr. Tom’s mobile 845 608 9358. 

Holy Orders: Any gentleman interested in exploring the question of vocation to 
the priesthood or the permanent diaconate should contact Fr. Tom Kunnel.  We 
would also be happy to direct anyone interested in living their lives as Religious 
Sisters or Brothers. 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults: For instruction for Baptism, Confirma-
tion and Eucharist for adults and to learn about Catholic Faith. If interested 
please contact Dcn Robert Pang.  

 For more details and forms—www.stjohnspiermont.org 

Parish Registration:  All adults (over age 21) should register in the parish themselves and should use envelopes or parishpay.com.  Tithing is 5% 
of income.  This registration is our only means of certifying anyone as a member of the parish, especially for Baptism and Confirmation sponsorship 
letters and for scheduling Baptisms and Weddings. 

13th Sunday  
In Ordinary Time 

Find Words:  

TakeUpCross 
Worthy 
MySake 
ChosenRace 
FindsHisLife 
WillLoseIt 

ReceivesMe 
SentMe 
NewnessOfLife 
LiveWithHim 
DieNoMore 
DeadtoSin 


