In His Passion, Jesus is
“counted among the wicked,”
as Isaiah had foretold. He is
revealed definitively as the
Suffering Servant the prophet
announced, the long-awaited
Messiah
whose
words
of
obedience and faith ring out in
today’s First Reading and
Psalm.

April 5, 2020
Palm Sunday of the
Passion of the Lord

The taunts and torments we
hear in these two readings
punctuate the Gospel as Jesus
is beaten and mocked, as His
hands and feet are pierced, as
enemies gamble for His clothes,
and as His enemies dare Him to
prove His divinity by saving
Himself from suffering.

Gospel Reflection
Matthew 26:14–27:66

“All this has come to pass that
the writings of the prophets
may be fulfilled,” Jesus says in
today’s Gospel.
Indeed, we have reached the
climax of the liturgical year, the
highest peak of salvation
history, when all that has been
anticipated and promised is to
be fulfilled.

He remains faithful to God’s will
to the end, does not turn back
in His trial. He gives Himself
freely
to
His
torturers,
confident that, as He speaks in
today’s First Reading: “The
Lord God is My help... I shall
not be put to shame.”

By the close of today’s long
Gospel, the work of our
redemption will have been
accomplished,
the
new
covenant will be written in the
blood of His broken body
hanging on the cross at the
place called the Skull.

Destined to sin and death as
children
of
Adam’s
disobedience, we have been set
free for holiness and life by
Christ’s perfect obedience to
the Father’s will.
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This is why God greatly exalted
Him. This is why we have
salvation
in
His
Name.
Following His example of
humble obedience in the trials
and crosses of our lives, we
know we will never be forsaken.
We know, as the centurion
today, that truly this is the Son
of God.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Pray to end Abortion, Russell
Brooks, Cassie & Clifton Centers,
Maere Tekanene, Bill Moses, Jerry
Roberts, Donna Blevins, Norma
Wilson, Dennis Parks & Family, Erica
Davis, Chris & Amanda Decker,
Marian Colette, Debbie Moses
Haggins, Rose Grant, Sandy Hurts,
Dominic Cureton, Todd Morris,
Charles
Pennington
(Louann
Lennon’s father), Alex Woods,
Christopher
Braden,
Bonnie
(Warfield) Bishop, Sister Alice, Curt
and LeeAnn Hall, Jay Baird, Gary
Hackler, Patricia Hernandez-Torres,
and loved ones who are ill.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Joe McNaughton
April 8
Raegan Reed
April 9

UPCOMING SAINTS AND
FEASTS

Congratulations to University
of PA students: Jan Lescantz
and Cassie Kutsa on the
completion of their courses at
the University of the
Cumberlands

Holy Thursday
April 9
Good Friday
April 10
Holy Saturday
April 11
Easter Sunday of the
Resurrection of the Lord
April 12
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IN TIME OF PANDEMIC
Antiphon

Prayers

Is 53:4

O God, from whose hand we
have received the medicine of
eternal life, grant that through
this sacrament we may glory in
the
fullness
of
heavenly
healing. Through Christ our
Lord.

Truly the Lord has borne our
infirmities, and he has carried
our sorrows.

Collect

O God, protector of all who
hope in you, bless your people,
keep them safe, defend them,
prepare them, that, free from
sin and safe from the enemy,
they may persevere always in
your love. Amen

Almighty and eternal God, our
refuge in every danger, to
whom we turn in our distress;
in faith we pray look with
compassion on the afflicted,
grant eternal rest to the dead,
comfort to mourners, healing to
the sick, peace to the dying,
strength to healthcare workers,
wisdom to our leaders and the
courage to reach out to all in
love, so that together we may
give glory to your holy name.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

Antiphon

Mt 11:28

Come to me, all who labour and
are burdened, and I will refresh
you, says the Lord.
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Intercede for us with your Son
Jesus, the Divine Physician, for
those who have fallen ill, for
those who are vulnerable, and
for those who have died.
Intercede also for those
charged with protecting the
health and safety of others and
for those who are tending to
the sick and seeking a cure.
Help us, O Mother of Divine
Love, to conform to the will of
the Father and to do as we are
told by Jesus, who took upon
himself our sufferings and
carried our sorrows, so as to
lead us, through the Cross, to
the glory of the Resurrection.
Amen.
Under thy protection we seek
refuge, O Holy Mother of God.

O Mary, you always brighten
our path assign of salvation
and of hope.

In our needs, despise not our
petitions, but deliver us always
from all dangers, O glorious
and blessed Virgin. Amen

We entrust ourselves to you,
Health of the Sick, who, at the
Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain
While remaining steadfast in
faith.
O loving Mother, you know
what we need, and we are
confident you will provide for
us as at Cana in Galilee.
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