
ST. CATHERINE  OF  SIENA  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  

December 20, 2015 ðFourth Sunday of Advent  

ALL ARE WELCOMED TO OUR PARISH ! 
We are so pleased that you chose to celebrate with us this weekend. We warmly 
invite you to active participation in our liturgical celebration. Please feel free to 
approach one of our Ministers of Hospitality if you are in need of any assistance. No 
matter what your present status in the Catholic Church, your current family or 
marital situation, your past or present religious affiliation; no matter what your 
personal history, age, background, sexual orientation, gender, race, or color; no 
matter what your self -image or self-esteem: YOU are invited, welcomed, accepted, 
loved, and respected at St. Catherine of Siena Church in Ithaca, New York. 

The mission of St. Catherine of Siena Parish 
is to inspire, engage, and nurture our community through 

worship, witness, and service. 

La misión de la parroquia de Sta. Catalina es  

inspirar, cuidar y motivar la participación de nuestra 
comunidad a través del culto, testimonio y servicio. 

PARISH  MISSION  STATEMENT 

St. Catherine of Siena Church is a Tompkins County Living Wage Employer  

FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We hear in our Scriptures that God can do mighty things in spite of our smallness.  

As a call to action, we ask ourselves:  
Do we run and hide from the call because we feel weak, small, or vulnerable?  

Or does our faith in God give us the courage to run in haste to our sisters and brothers, 
not thinking of ourselves but only of the other?  

 



MINISTRY  TEAM 
Pastor 
Rev. Joseph Marcoux, fmarcoux@dor.org 
 

Pastoral Associate 
Ann Marie Eckert, ameckert@dor.org 
 

Director of Liturgical Music  
Sherry Scanza, sherry.scanza@gmail.com 
 

Coordinator of Faith Formation  
Ashley Blank, ablank@dor.org 
 

Coordinator of Volunteer Ministry  
Patricia Sipple, psipple@dor.org 
 

Communications Coordinator  
Jane Bonassar, jbonassar@dor.org 
 

Director of Finance & Administration  
Lawrence Wasser, lwasser@dor.org 
 

Bookkeeper  
Susan Dean, sdean@dor.org 
 

Organist  
Mary Holzhauer  
 

Administrative Assistant  
June Haynor, istcathe@dor.org 
 

Maintenance Technician  
Jerome Srb 
 

Housekeeper  
Diane Tordel  
 

TRUSTEES 
Frank Fetsko, Kristin Campagnolo  
 

COUNCIL  CHAIRS  
Pastoral Council : Colleen Perkins and Joseph Babcock 
Finance Council : Joe Kiely 
 

NEW PARISHIONERS  
Welcome to our parish community! Registration packets 
are available at all Church entrances and at the office.  
 

STEWARDSHIP  
Our Sister Parish  
We enjoy an ongoing exchange of people and prayer with 
St. Anthonyõs in the Dominican Republic. Donations to 
the òloose change bowlsó located at each Church entrance 
provide meals and education for over 200 children at the 
parish daycare center.  
 

Almsgiving  
10% or more of all donations we receive go to the poor 
and needy. 
 

Clothing for the Needy  
Clean used clothing in good condition accepted 24/7 at 
the shed adjacent to the parking lot. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Weekend Mass Schedule  
Saturday: 5 p.m. 
Sunday: 9 & 11:30 a.m. 
Mass in Spanish: 4th Sunday of the month, 5:30 p.m. 
 

Daily Mass Schedule  
Monday: 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9 a.m. 
Brookdale Senior Living: 4th Tuesday of the month, 10:15 a.m. 
 

Accommodations:  
Gluten-reduced hosts are available; notify a staff member. 
Personal listening receivers are available from the Sacristy. 
 

SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation  
Saturday at 4 p.m. or by appointment  
 

Infant Baptisms  
Weõre so happy about the new addition to your family. 
Parents participate in a preparation program prior to baptism. 
Please contact the office three months prior to the baptism.  
 

Marriage  
Congratulations on your engagement! As with the other 
sacraments, prior preparation is necessary. Please contact the 
office at least six months before the wedding.  
 

Anointing of the Sick/Visitation  
Please contact the office for arrangements for individual 
anointing or for a visitation to someone who is sick or 
homebound. For emergencies after hours, please call Fr. Joe at 
585-747-3649. Families should alert the Parish Office when 
family members are in the hospital. Hospitals are no longer 
able to provide parishes with this information. If you would 
like to have someone prayed for at Mass and/or added to the 
Prayer Corner in the bulletin, we invite you to call the Parish 
Office at 257-2493.  
 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (R.C.I.A.)  
For information on becoming Catholic, or questions about the 
Catholic faith, contact Ann Marie Eckert.  
 

Holy Orders  
For information about vocations, contact Carol Dady with the 
Diocesan Office of Vocation Awareness at 585-461-2890 or 
vocations@dor.org. 
 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES  
Eucharistic Adoration  
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. & Fridays at 9:30 a.m. in the Church 
 

Rosary 
Fridays at 5 p.m. in the Church 
 

Prayer Groups  
Centering Prayer and Ignatian Prayer Groups meet 
throughout the month. Small Christian Communities also 
meet weekly. For more information, call Ann Marie Eckert.  

St. Catherine of Siena Parish 
302 St. Catherine Circle, Ithaca, New York 14850 

607-257-2493 
www.stcathofsiena.org  /  www.facebook/stcatherinesithaca 

Office Hours: Mon.ïFri. 9 a.m.ï 4 p.m. (closed for lunch at 1 p.m.)  
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A vibrant Catholic Community where all are welcomed, challenged, and supported in their lifeõs journey.  

St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church                      December 20, 2015 

SCRIPTURE  READINGS  
 

Today 
Mi 5:1-4a; Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45 
 
Next Sunday 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Col 3:12-21; Lk 2:41-52 
 

 

òôBlessed are you among women, and blessed is the 
fruit of your womb.õó (Lk 1:42) 

 

PRAYER CORNER 
 

Please hold in prayer those who are sick: 

Jim Shea, Robert Galvin, Margy Dillon, Bill 
McNamara, Eky Hohendahl, Bill Ryan, Karyn 
Marion, Susan Shelley, Pat Davis, Mark 
Nagaitis, Christina de Roos Bain, Florence 
Wasser, Diane Eckert, Colin Hayward-
Toland, Betty Muka, Lidia Roper, David 
Hyatt, Gianna Lesselroth, and Gail Cooney. 
 

    WHATôS HAPPENINGðDECEMBER 21ï27  

Monday, December 21 
5:30 p.m. MASS: Living & Deceased Members of the Doyle 
 & Leclere Families by Jeff & Jane Doyle 
4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
6:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Tuesday, December 22 
10:15 a.m. BROOKDALE  MASS  
4:00 p.m. Youth Choir 
5:30 p.m. Boy Scouts Pack 55 Tiger Den 
6:00 p.m. Church Decorating for Christmas 
7:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 
7:30 p.m. Adult Choir  
Wednesday, December 23 
Parish Office Closed 
7:00 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration 
 
 
 

Thursday, December 24ñChristmas Eve 
Parish Office Closed 
4:00 p.m. CHILDRENõS MASS: Henry Ricciuti by Florence 
 Ricciuti 
7:30 p.m. MASS: Lisa Topoleski by MacKenzie, Fraser & 
 Delaini Topoleski 
11:00 p.m. M IDNIGHT  MASS: Hillick, Solomon & Haynor 
 Families by June, Tammy & Cali Michele 
Friday, December 25ñChristmas Day  
Parish Office Closed 
10:30 a.m. MASS: Donald Hall by Kathleen Hall & the 
 Lentini Family 
Saturday, December 26 
9:00 a.m. AA 
4:00 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation 
5:00 p.m. MASS: Alice òTuttaó Colquitt by Susan & Frank 
 Piliero 
Sunday, December 27 
9:00 a.m. MASS: Kathleen King McKeegan by Terry & 
 Duane David and Jill Vaughan 
11:30 a.m. MASS: Thomas C. Bailey by Mary Lou Bailey-
 Smith 

STEWARDSHIP  OF TREASURE 

  OFFERTORY INCOME , December 13, 2015 

  Collection: $10,148 

  EFT Donations: $6,262 

  Mailed -in Donations: $671 

  TOTAL : $17,081 

  WEEKLY BUDGET : $10,577 

  VARIANCE : + $6,504 

  Feast of the Immaculate Conception: $834 
 

  Dominican Republic Bowls: $321 

CATHOLIC  MINISTRIES  APPEAL 
Weõve raised $22,954 toward our goal of $46,165. Many 
thanks to the following parishioners who have given to the 
CMA: Mr. and Mrs. David Albonesi; Dr. & Mrs. Art 
DeGaetano; Ms. Gloria Howell; Ms. Nadine LeMoine; Mr. James 
Madden; Dr. Dotsevi Sogah; and Ms. Patricia M. Williams. 



 

 

Parish-Wide Opportunities  
 

DECORATING  FOR CHRISTMAS  
It is great fun to decorate our Church for Christmas 
and all are welcome. We have opportunities for 
people of all ages. We will be decorating on Tuesday, 
December 22, at 6 p.m. Please bring a 6 ft. ladder if 
you have one! (If you like to plan ahead, we will be 
un-decorating on Sunday, January 10, at 1 p.m.) 
 

LOVE W ILL  HOLD US TOGETHER  
For the past few years, we have been hosting a 
parenting workshop in early January. This year, 
because of some requests from parishioners, we will 
be hosting a relationship workshop instead. This is 
open to all people, ages, and relationships in our 

parish community. The workshop 
will be hosted twice: Friday, January 
8, beginning with dinner at 6 p.m. 
with the workshop from 7 ð9 p.m.; 
or Saturday, January 9, from 9ð11 
a.m. Free babysitting is available 

during both workshops. The 
workshop will be presented by friends of Fr. Joeõsñ
Belinda Brasley, M.Div., and Deacon John Brasley, 
M.Div. For many years, they have been sharing their 
passion with couples and families, taking an honest 
look at the ups and downs of family faith, parental 
hope, and married love.  

 

FIRST  RECONCILIATION  
Congratulations to those who received Godõs grace in 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time 
Saturday during the Advent Penance Service at St. 
Catherineõs: Ben Anderson, Lauren Anderson, Nora 
Anderson, Tristan Babcock, Athena Blome, 
Alex Duke Cardenas, Ana Duke Cardenas, 
Olive Fitzpatrick, Sarah Foley, Giovanni 
Fortusini, Aaron Freemantle, Remy 
Germain, Josephine King, Thomas LaFalce, 
Dylan Maxwell, Johan McGarry, Alessandra 
Monacelli, Daniela Morale Padro, Leo 
Nakaranuruck, Bode Petrich, James Reiter, Steven Renkas, 
Naomi Santana, Garrison Valentinelli, Mike Van Fleet, Isa 
Vence, Hailey Whitten, and Grace Marie Wixson. 
 

SUPPLIES  FOR THE D.R.  
Eleven parishioners are heading to the Dominican 
Republic from January 15ð23. As always, we have 
been asked by the Sisters to bring diapers, first-aid 
supplies, and over-the-counter medicines for use in 
the Portal. We also bring clothes that can be 
distributed to the children at the school. We invite 
you, in your pre - and post-Christmas shopping, to 
buy a few things for the D.R. Childrenõs summer 
clothes are needed for ages 1ð12; gently used clothes 
are fine. Size 3 diapers are most useful to the Sisters.  
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MASS TIMES   
        FOR CHRISTMAS   

  

Christmas Eve 

4 p.m. Childrenõs Mass  

7:30 p.m. Mass  

11 p.m. Midnight Mass  
 

Christmas Day  

10:30 a.m. Mass  
 

Caroling will begin 30 minutes prior to all Masses.  
 

Please note: The Childrenõs Mass at 4 p.m. and Midnight 
Mass at 11 p.m. are very crowded. We encourage you to 
come early and to carpool if possible. You are welcome to 
save seats, but we encourage you to be as welcoming as 
possible to others. 

 

 

 

FROM THE PASTORAL COUNCIL  
Thank you to Ashley Blank for organizing St. 
Nicholas Day and the delegation from St.  
Catherineõs to NCYC.  Also thank you to Fr. Joe, 
Ann Marie, and Marie de Roos for joining our 
youth from St.  Catherineõs at NCYC. 

Special thanks to the Music and Liturgy Ministries 
for a wonderful Thanksgiving Mass.  

Thank you to Fr. Joe for cooking, and to everyone 
who volunteered to help with the Thanksgiving 
dinner.  

Thank you to all participants in the parish retreat.   

Thank you to everyone who participated in 
Evening Vespers. 

Special thanks to the seminarians from Kansas for 
helping us hang the evergreen garland. 

Thank you to all parishioners who donated their 
time and treasure this Christmas season by 
delivering poinsettias, making and purchasing 
wreaths, organizing the Giving Tree, and 
purchasing gifts for the Giving Tree.    

 


