FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
March 22, 2020

“ HOMILY FOR THE THIRD WEEK OF LENT”
Dear Friends:
In the Old Testament reading, the weakness of humans shows up, as it does so often in the Bible. The Israelites,
just released from the bondage of Egypt, begin complaining about the lack of water. Moses was so exasperated he cried
out to God “What shall I do with these people?” The ungrateful people echoed the age old question presented to God:
“Do you care? God do you really care about us at all?”
Of course as we see in the Book of Exodus, God answered very quickly – Moses was instructed to strike a rock
and the water flowed. The question was “Does God Care?” and the answer was absolutely yes.
Paul, in the Letter to the Romans, perhaps presents us with what might be the greatest answer to the question
“Does God care about us?” He replies “God proved His love for us in that while we were still sinnners Christ died for us.”
The ultimate way to understand God cares about us is that He gave us Christ.
And Christ, through the Gospels is living proof of God’s concern for His people. The woman at the well illustrates
this in a personal way. Christ shows His love by simply looking at two facts: He approaches the Samaritan woman –that
is a surprise – as the woman says “How can you a Jew, ask me a Samaritan woman for a drink?” This was forbidden in
the Jewish tradition – but Jesus broke through that. Second, He approaches the woman even though she is probably
5 times divorced. She would not be considered a respectable person. Both facts illustrate how Jesus cares about us.
It is hard sometimes to feel that God cares. It is easy to feel that we are all alone. But the Bible tells us
differently. And the Gospel tells us that Jesus really, really cares about us.
Fr. Wilson
UPDATE ON THE CORONA VIRUS OUTBREAK - As we are currently facing a serious health crisis with
respect to the Corona Virus, we need to take the necessary precautions as outlined by our public health officials to slow
down the spread of this virus.
In light of the serious health risks to vulnerable populations, and mindful of the instructions of medical
professionals regarding the Corona Virus, the Archdiocese of New York has instructed us to cancel weekday and Sunday
Masses until further notice. Our Religious Education Program, retreats and events will be cancelled until April 20, 2020.
Stations of the Cross will also be cancelled until further notice. Immaculate Conception Church will however be open for
private prayer. With respect to the Sunday weekly offering envelopes, I understand that troubling times make financial
commitments difficult. However if you wish to make a donation, please feel free to drop it off at the parish office or place it
in the mail. As always, I thank you for your steadfast support.
The one thing everyone can do in a crisis is pray. Let us keep one another in our prayers and especially pray for
the doctors, nurses and caregivers who are working tirelessly to help those suffering from the corona virus.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH : Gerhard Herron, Evan Ciovacco, Lydia Casey,
Mark Hamm, Grover Williams, Stephanie Merenda, Carol Wilson, Dawn Hazel Burrows, Jordana Bell, Lori DeLucca,
Amanda Carneski, Linda Sartori, Winifred Capowski, Arthur Nadeau, LuAnn Ballantine, Frank D’Agostino, Danny Hagerty
Sonja Kelly, Mike Butts, Erin D’Elia, Richard Piccoli, Dominic Nannetti, Santino Delfino, Ricky McGhee, John Daubman,
Joseph Licurse, Joanne Balek, Michael Engel, Theresa Thompson, Linda Mary Dick, Leela Niranjan, Ralph Locantore,
Fred Arni, Brandon Rojas, Leah Rost, Susan Consentino, Pat Boice, Arietta Carroll, Cecilia Cummings, Mary Wilkinson,
Evelyn Tompkins, Mary Simmons, Marjorie Arni,Teal Burns, Jane Bly, Jennifer Boice, Nora Miller, Allen McPeck, Diana
LaCurto, Genevieve Minischetti, Anita Nichols, Kathleen McGuire, Loretta Heller, Douglas Wilson, Donna Whalen,
Stephen Bida, Leah Eurvard, Meghan King, Christine Darby Peter Hill, Patricia Macura. Jerard Kain, Margaret and
Roger Gregoire, Kyleigh Cummings, Caroline McEnroe, Kristin Paraszti, Patty Cassidy, Stephen Bida, John McKee,
Kathleen Herron and Roseann Roux.
+++++++++++
FRIDAY ABSTINENCE - Just a reminder, that as Catholics, we are asked to abstain from eating meat and meat
products on all Friday’s during Lent.
.
TAKE UP YOUR CROSSES DURING LENT – THE CROSSES OF FAITH
When I survey the wondrous cross, O Lord, I am captivated by the great price you willingly paid for me. This great love
demands my soul, my life, my all. I admit that I am not willing to take up my cross daily and follow you. In my times of
selfishness, give me selflessness. In my times of self-preservation, give me a spirit of self-sacrifice. Teach me to take up
the crosses of faith, recklessly abandoning my old self, and wholeheartedly follow you. Amen.
Always pray to have eyes that see the best in people,
a heart that forgives the worst,
a mind that forgets the bad,
and a soul that never loses faith in God.
NEWLY BAPTIZED - .Madilyn Margaret Rogers, child of Mark Rogers and Darcy Boscardin was baptized on
March 7, 2020 at Immaculate Conception Church. We pray that Our Lord, Jesus Christ, will look lovingly on this child,
water over her and fill her with peace and joy!
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION - When you are unable to receive Communion:
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love you above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and
unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

2020 CARDINAL’S ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP APPEAL - As of March 13th, our parish has received $13,795.00
in pledges/gifts from 36 families. Our parish goal is $42,000. te I sincerely ask that you prayfully consider making a pledge
or a one-time donation in an amount you can afford. Not all offerings are equal, but all sacrifices are..
PRAY FOR THOSE SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES: . Timothy Walsh, Joshua O’Hara, Connor Washburn,
Sam Kent, Jordan Paraszti, Gavin Carroll, Richard C. Belliveau, Jimmy Darnell, Mike Mazza, Nathan Tong, Mark Hall
and Tyler Jasmin. Please keep our servicemen and their families in your prayers
††††††††††††

