22° Domingo en Tiempo Ordinario 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time September 2nd, 2018

Pastor's Corner

My dear parish family,

Peace be with you! The prophet Joshua brings the Israelites to affirm their faith in the Lord. Re-
membering all that God did for them they affirm, “Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is

our God.” The Apostles too affirm their faith in Jesus saying, “You have the words of eternal life.

We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God.” These two passag-

es are meant to stir our conviction and desire to know and serve the Lord.

The Israelites affirm their faith through remembering what God had done for them in leading them out of Egypt and bring-
ing them into their own land. We do the same in the Liturgy. We remember what God has done for us through Jesus’
death and resurrection. We make that memory real again in the celebration of the Eucharist. So, it is a remembering and
making present what is remembered; the love of God in Jesus Christ.

The Apostles affirm their faith because they experience the truth of Jesus’ words, that they are indeed the words of eternal
life. For us to affirm our faith | believe that we too must experience the truth of Jesus’ words. | also believe that Jesus’
words become true for us, not because we are told that it is God’s word and we must heed them or else, but because they

ring true in the bell of our beings.

For example, we can read Jesus’ reiteration of the commandment, “Thou shalt not kill.” | don’t think any of us would ar-
gue with that. It rings true. What may be a little more challenging is when he adds, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” It
may take us a while to come to know the truth of that statement, especially if we have had difficult experiences with peo-
ple in our lives, or if for some reason we find it difficult to love ourselves. Once we put ourselves out there, trusting in the
transforming power of life, we may have an experience that helps us understand the truth of loving our neighbor and our-
selves and how both are needed.

Our faith in Jesus Christ is a faith in the power of love to bring life where there is death. | would think that even the atheist
would be on board with this if they ever experienced love, but more so for us, we who believe in a Spirit beyond ourselves
who is love, who empowers love and draws us to the fullness of love. Today | think we can affirm that and say with the
Apostles, “Yes, Lord, | have come to believe you have the words of everlasting life!”

+ + + + + +

Next week our Religious Education classes begin! All Elementary Ed. classes are on Tuesday’s from 6:00-7:15pm. All Middle
School and High School Ed. Classes and youth group are on Wednesday’s from 6:00-7:15 and 7:15-8:30PM respectively.

See you all there! That'’s all for now! Have a blessed week!

In His Joy,

Fr. Leon J. Vigil T
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God in Nature

Fireflies

A

The firefly or lightening bug is a beetle that lives in many areas of the planet. They utilize a
chemical reaction known as bioluminescence in the posterior of their bodies that creates
light. It is commonly known that a byproduct of light is heat. An incandescent light bulb
creates approximately 10% light and 90% heat. A firefly produces nearly 100% light with
virtually no heat being discharged. They are so efficient that it is considered “cold” light.
Fireflies glow in both larva and adult phases of their life cycle. As larva, which take
between one and three years to mature to adulthood, use their lights to ward off preda-
tors. That specific color of light generally indicates to predators a foul taste. As adults,
who’s life cycle only lasts about 21 days, they use their lights to attract mates. The males
are the only ones that create light. Their mating season lasts about 2 weeks. However,
the mating season begins at different times each year. Scientists have yet to predict accu-
rately when their mating season will begin. There are only a few species of firefly that
share the distinction of being able to synchronize their light flashes. Science has yet to
find an explanation as to why males flash their lights at the same time. Some believe that
they do so to compete for females. Fireflies do not always flash their lights in unison but
when they do, it is quite a marvel to witness. Simply because man is unable to explain
something does not necessarily mean that God is responsible (God of the Gaps perspec-
tive). That being said, God is the author of life and of nature. Thus, | believe it is safe to
say that the wonders of the natural world can be credited to our God!
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