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Why doesnõt the Catholic Church practice what it preaches and sell off its 

considerable assets at the Vatican? 

The Catholic Church, the worldõs largest charitable organization, has a legacy 
of ministry to the poor, the sick, and the ostracized. According to Pope                 
Francis, the Churchõs real estate, for example, is used òto maintain the 
structures of the Church and to maintain the many works the Church does in 
needy countries: hospitals, schools.ó Thus, the old adage applies: Give a 
man a fish and you feed him for a day, but teach him to fish and heõs fed for 
a lifetime. Similarly, selling the Churchõs assets would add to its immediate 
efforts to assist the poor, but it would prevent the Church from maintaining 
greater long-term assistance. Moreover, selling the Churchõs patrimony of 
artwork (such as Michelangeloõs Piet¨) into private or corporate hands would 
deprive future generations the transcendence that comes from praying             
before a priceless treasure. In 2015, Pope Francis was asked if he ever felt 
pressure to sell òthe treasures of the Church.ó He responded that they              
werenõt the Churchõs treasures, but òthe treasures of humanity.ó While 
popes arenõt at liberty to sell what belongs to òhumanity,ó they generally             
donate personal gifts to support the needy. Motorcycles, cars, and other 
gifts to Pope Francis have been given away or auctioned to benefit the poor. 
On his deathbed, St. John XXIII offered his doctor his fountain pen, saying it 
was the only thing of value he possessed.                                                                            
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Your merciful love, O God, we have received 
in the midst of Your templeé                         

Your right hand is filled with saving justice.                                                                   
Entrance Antiphon 
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 Bahm Rentals, LLC  

Have you heard about the farmer who 
went to a government bureaucrat                
specializing in animal health? The 
farmer sought help from the �³expert�´������
because ten of his chickens had                   
suddenly died. The government expert 
instructed the farmer to give aspirin to  
all the surviving chickens. Two days  
later, however, the farmer returned. 
Twenty more chickens had died. What 
should he do now? The expert said 
quickly: �³Give all the rest castor oil.�´����
Two days later, the farmer returned a 
third time and reported 30 more dead 
chickens. The government expert now 
strongly recommended penicillin. Two 
days later a sad farmer showed up. All 
the rest of his chickens had now died. 
They were all gone. �³What a shame,�´��
said the expert, �³I have lots more                  
remedies!�´�� 
The world offers many so-called                  
remedies to the problem of stress:              
-Get away -Run away -Fly away                 
-Take a  pill to ease your nerves                          
-Take a drink to drown your sorrows               
-Take a shot to kill the pain�«��But the 
truth is most of them do not work. Jesus                 
prescribes just one remedy for stress: 
�³Come to Me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest.�´���� 
True rest is not escaping our problems, 
but with the help of the Lord, to face 
them head on.  When Jesus says �³take 
my yoke�«�´��he means to help us with 
our burdens.  He does not intend to take 
them away, but rather to carry them 
along with us.  In bearing our burdens 
with the help of the Lord we learn to 
grow in faith and trust.  Jesus will never 
allow us to be broken, but will                         
strengthen us with the Holy Spirit to                  
carry on in faith. 
 

In His peace,  
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421 Court Street  Flasher, ND 
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�0�D�V�V���6�F�K�H�G�X�O�H 

�6�W�����/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H                                                                                              
T 5:30 pm CT   W, Th, F 8:00 am CT   Sun 9:00 am CT 

�6�W�����7�K�H�U�H�V�D                                                                                          
Wednesday 5:30 pm MT Sunday 10:30 am MT 

�6�W�����*�H�U�W�U�X�G�H                                                                                           
Thursday 5:30 pm CT Saturday 7:30 pm CT 

�(�X�F�K�D�U�L�V�W�L�F���$�G�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q 
�6�W�����/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H -Tues 4:30 pm CT 

�6�W�����7�K�H�U�H�V�D - Wed 4:30 pm MT 

�6�W�����*�H�U�W�U�X�G�H - Thur 4:30 pm CT 
 

�5�H�F�R�Q�F�L�O�L�D�W�L�R�Q���� 
Before each Mass or by appointment anytime.                                                                                      

At St. Lawrence every Saturday from 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm CT  
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!ÌÍÉÇÈÔÙ 'ÏÄȟ ÇÉÖÅ ÍÅ ×ÉÓÄÏÍ ÔÏ ÐÅÒÃÅÉÖÅ 9ÏÕȟ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÉÇÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ                                    
ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ 9ÏÕȟ ÄÉÌÉÇÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅË 9ÏÕȟ ÐÁÔÉÅÎÃÅ ÔÏ ×ÁÉÔ ÆÏÒ 9ÏÕȟ ÅÙÅÓ 
ÔÏ ÂÅÈÏÌÄ 9ÏÕȟ Á ÈÅÁÒÔ ÔÏ ÍÅÄÉÔÁÔÅ ÕÐÏÎ 9ÏÕ ÁÎÄ ÌÉÆÅ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÃÌÁÉÍ 9ÏÕȟ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÐÏ×ÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÉÒÉÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄ *ÅÓÕÓ #ÈÒÉÓÔȢ !ÍÅÎȢ             

3ÔȢ "ÅÎÅÄÉÃÔ ÏÆ .ÕÒÓÉÁ 
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