Lectionary Faith-Sharing Community

3rd Ordinary Sunday
Cycle B - January 17, 2020

OPENING PRAYER
Guide:

Here I am, Lord, to do your will.

I have waited, waited for the Lord, and he bent
down toward me and heard my cry. And he gave me a new
song, a hymn to our God.
All:

I announced your justice in the vast assembly; I did not
restrain my lips, as you O Lord know.
Leader:

In the scroll it is written for me to do your will, O my
God. It is my delight, and your law is within my heart!
All:

Guide:

We invoke the presence of the Holy Spirit:

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle
in them the fire of your love. Sends, Lord your spirit and
renew the face of the earth.
Oh God, that you have instructed the hearts of your faithful
with the light of the Holy Spirit, grant us through the same spirit that always enjoy her
divine consolation. By Christ, our Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING

[ Jonás 3 (1-5), (10) ]

The word of the Lord came to Jonah, saying:
“Set out for the great city of Nineveh, and announce to it the message that I will tell you.”
So Jonah made ready and went to Nineveh, according to the Lord’s bidding. Now Nineveh
was an enormously large city; it took three days to go through it. Jonah began his journey
through the city, and had gone but a single day’s walk announcing, “Forty days more and
Nineveh shall be destroyed,” when the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a
fast and all of them, great and small, put on sackcloth.
When God saw by their actions how they turned from their evil way, he repented of the evil
that he had threatened to do to them; he did not carry it out.
Jonah thought that any attempt to save the citizens of the corrupt city of Nineveh was a vain
effort. Jonah believed that these people were incorrigible and that they would never change their
sinful way of life. So much so that he resists fulfilling the mission of going to preach the message
of conversion and repentance. Jonah is not very happy when God intervenes and causes him to
be swallowed by a huge fish and then spat on the beaches of the city where God wanted his
prophetic mission to be fulfilled.
Jonah is a reluctant prophet to do his job. Imagine Jonah's surprise when one by one, including
the king, the citizens of Nineveh repent and begin to live a life pleasing to the will of God.
(1) What words or expressions have caught your attention?
(2) What do the preaching of Jonah and that of Jesus have in common? Who were they addressed to and what
did they ask for?
(3) Do you think that God's call to conversion is only one time or is it continuous? Why?
(4) Have you ever had to talk to someone to correct his behavior? Was it easy or difficult, pleasant or
unpleasant?
(5) Have you come to believe that some people will never be able to correct themselves? Do you think the
power of God is limited? Have you prayed for these seemingly incorrigible people?

SECOND READING

[ 1 Corinthians 7 (29-31) ]

I tell you, brothers and sisters, the time is running out.
From now on, let those having wives act as not having them, those weeping as not weeping,
those rejoicing as not rejoicing, those buying as not owning, those using the world as not
using it fully.
For the world in its present form is passing away.
In our ordinary life we have to fulfill different roles and actions, such as studying, working,
getting married, traveling, crying, rejoicing, buying, selling, etc. Paul wants to remind us that
above all these things we must be ready at all times to meet Christ at his Second Coming. Paul
does not ask us to abandon the things of our habitual life, but rather to put the things of faith first
and to anticipate our gaze on the horizon, beyond our earthly life.
With this attitude we are then going to meet Christ in our marriage, in our mourning, in our joy,
in our business, etc. This is an attitude that will allow us to meet Christ not only in the Church,
when we go to Mass, but in every moment of our ordinary life.
(1) Have you had the feeling that time flies by? In what way do you think that feeling that time is short leads us
to “take advantage” of the things of this world more?
(2) Do you think that the culture in which we live facilitates an attitude of detachment from things?
(3) What would be the things that you should appreciate less to value more the matters of Christ?
(4) Does the attitude of detachment mean a abandonment of our responsibilities? Why?

GOSPEL

[ Mark 1 (14-20) ]

After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God:
“This is the time of fulfillment. The kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the
gospel.”
As he passed by the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting their nets
into the sea; they were fishermen.
Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Then they
abandoned their nets and followed him. He walked along a little farther and saw James,
the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They too were in a boat mending their nets.Then
he called them. So they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men and
followed him.
The message of this gospel takes place immediately after the arrest
and execution of John the Baptist. While his message still resonates
with the urge for repentance and conversion, something new and
radically different is taking place.
The reader or listener of this passage comes across a message from
Jesus Christ according to which "the appointed time has already
passed" and that the kingdom of God is within our reach. Jesus
exhorts Peter, James, John and Andrew to leave their networks and
abandon the life that they have had until then. He urges them to
follow him, to enter into a special relationship with him, to be his
disciples and to share the mission he has to carry out.
The enthusiastic response of those men is striking, although it
cannot be denied that they will also have their moments of doubt
and confusion. In Mark's Gospel, these disciples are the ones who
will have the privilege of witnessing a foretaste of the glorious
divinity of Jesus. But they will also be the ones who will have the wrong image of his mission, or
will fail him at some crucial moments.
Mark presents us with a very human image of the apostles, of people capable of committing the
same foolish things as ours, with mean feelings or immature behaviors such as those we can
sometimes have. And yet Christ did not withdraw their call from him. Based on this, we can feel

equally qualified to follow Jesus Christ, who despite our limitations invites us to work with him,
because he is not so interested in our past but in our future, of which, he himself, with the help of
His grace will help us produce something better.
(1) What do you think it was what allowed those men to abandon their nets to respond so promptly to the call of
Jesus?
(2) Have you responded to the call of Jesus? To what extent? Something? A little bit? Acceptably? Much? Fully?
Do you think you could still do better? Is there something holding you back?
(3) What attracts you to Jesus? Is it enough to make you his apostle?
(4) Do you think that your Christian life can be described as that of a true “fisher of men”?
(5) If you are active in the Church, is your ministry limited to those who are already active or are you also
“fishing” for people to come to the Church and live your same Christian faith?

CLOSING PRAYER
Lord of the day and night, of the beginning and of the end: At the closing of this meeting, once again
we lift up our hearts to You, divine source of all life.
Leader:

We thank you for the gifts you have bestowed on us. We thank you for the love expressed in
companionship and understanding, mutual respect and shared ideas. We give you thanks for your holy
power that will help us in our concerns that we have shared. For these and all the gifts that come from
You, we give you thanks.
All:

Leader:

Lord hear our prayers

(attendees can propose their own needs of prayer)

In the same way in which we have being blessed by your presence as we meet, we ask now to
bless our safe return to our homes. May your holy blessing be over us + in the name of the Father …
All:

Leader:

May the King of the eternal glory gather us together in His heavenly banquet. Amen.
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