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Devotions:

o Circulo De Oracion: lunes, 7 a 9PM,
¢ Miraculous Medal Novena
Monday after 12:15 PM Mass
o Exposicion del Santisimo y Coronilla de la Divina
Misericordia: miércoles, 7PM
¢ Eucharistic Adoration
Thursday between the 8:30 & 12:15 Masses

9 Sacred Heart Novena: Thursday, Noon
9 EnglishBible Study: Tuesday, 7:30PM

Bronx, NY

Chil dhook f&irAfusgSchediHe éHorario de Misas)
S e81) o o Satukler 5308 s K Holy Days: 6:50AM, 8:30 AM,12:15PM and 7:30 PM

Weekdays: 6:50AM, 8:30 AM and 12:15 PM

Moming Prayer—Daily 8:30AM

Spanish Mass: Sunday, 12:00 Noon

Holy Days — Evenings Before—7:30PM
Wednesday —7:30 PM (Spanish)

Monday 7:30PM (every first Monday of the month in Spanish)

Primeros lunes de mes

Baptisms:
Arrangements must be made at the
Rectory for Baptismal Class.
Bring copy of child’s Birth Cert fic t&

Marriages:
Arrangements for weddings sh ol dibe
made assoon aspossible & th dRe tory.

Parish Registration:
All Catholics who live within the
parish boundaries should fill out a
registration card a Church or Re tory.

Handicapped Accessible
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ST. THOMAS BROUGHT THE FAITH TO INDIA
Feast July 3

St. Thomas was a dedicated but
impetuous follower of Christ. He first
speaks in Johndés Gos
He was returning to Judea to visit His sick
friend Lazarus, Thomas immediately
exhorted the other Apostles to accompany
Him on the trip which involved certain
danger and possible death because of the
mounting hostility of the authorities.

He was born a Jew and was called to be
one of the twelve Apostles. His exact birth
and death dates are unknown, but his
feast day is celebrated on July 3, although this year, his feast day
is superseded by a Sunday. However, we are still remembering
him today during the 1:30PM Mass. A reception will follow the
Mass in the gym, which will feature the culture and cuisine of
India. Everyone is invited.

His name in Aramaic is Toma, which in Hebrew is Teom, and
when transl ated into Greek is

there was already an established Jewish community at the time.

The port was destroyed in 1341 due to a massive flood that
realigned the coasts. He is believed by the large native population
who call themselves fAChristians
established Ezharappallikalor Seven and a Half Churches in

Kerala. These churches are at Kodungallur, Palayoor, Kottakkavu,

Kokkamangalan Niranam, Nilackal, Kollam, and the half church
€ S thituvithant

According to the accounts of Marco Polo, Thomas was killed in an
accident when a fowler shot at a peacock and struck Thomas
instead. The Roman Martyrology says that he was pierced with
lances around the year 72 A.D. at the command of the king.
Following his death, some of his relics were taken to Edessa while
the rest were kept in India. They can still be found within the San
Thome Basilica in Chennai, Mylapore, India. The relics taken to
Edessa were moved in 1258 to Abruzzo, Italy, where today they
can be found in the Cathedral of St. Thomas the Apostle in
Ortona, Italy. However, it is believed that Saint Thomas' skull rests
in the Monastery of Saint John the Theologian on the Greek Island
of Patmos. Since at least the 16th century, St. Thomas Mounthas
been a common site revered by Hindus, Christians, and Muslims.

(0]

Saint Thomas was mentioned in several other texts, including one

document called 7he Pasg/ng of Mar awhlch clai ms that the,

%. IstleUrfomas Was'th& nly Bhe f |§nes§'tﬁe Agsurﬁpf'\bh E



JuLy 3, 2016

Mary into heaven, while the other apostles were transported to
Jerusalem to witness her death. While the other apostles were
with Mary, Thomas was left in India until after her first burial, and
he was later transported to her tomb and saw her bodily
assumption into heaven, but he recovered her girdle which was
left behind. In some versions of the story, the other apostles
doubted Thomas' words until Mary's tomb was discovered to be
empty with the exception of her girdle.

The Gospel of Thomasbegins: "These are the secret sayings that
the living Jesus spoke and Didymus Judas Thomas recorded.”
Early Syrian traditions also relate the apostle's full name as Judas
Thomas. There is also the Acts of Thomas which was written in
east Syria in the first half of the 2nd century and identifies Saint
Thomas as a relative of the apostle Jude, the brother of James.
Few texts speak about Thomas' twin. In the Book of Thomas the
Contender, the twin is identified as Jesus himself: "Now, since it
has been said that you are my twin and true companion, examine
yoursel féo

When the feast of Saint Thomas was first inserted into the Roman
calendar in the 9th century, it was assigned to December 21.
However, the Martyrology of St. Jerome mentioned the apostle on
July 3, the date to which the Roman celebration was transferred
in 1969, so that it would no longer interfere with the major ferial
days of Advent. St.Thomas is invoked against doubt and is
considered the patron saint of architects; blind people; builders;
construction workers; geometricians; masons; India; Pakistan;

Sri Lanka; people in doubt; stone masons; stonecutters;
surveyors; and theologians.

His symbols are the spear and lance; carpenter's square and
lance; builder's rule; arrows; five wounds of our Lord; girdle;
book and spear; spear; t-square. In Sacred art, Saint Thomas is
commonly depicted either as a young man holding a scroll, or as
a young adult touching the resurrected Christ's wounds. Thomas
and the girdle were often depicted in medieval and early
Renaissance art, and he is frequently depicted with a lance
(because of his martyrdom) or with a square (because of the
legend that he was sent as an architect to the king of India).

Saint Thomas Cross

These are ancient crosses which belonged to the Christian
community of the Indian sub continent who trace their origins to
the evangelistic activity of St. Thomas
in the 1st century, thus making it one
of the oldest Catholic communities of
the world.-

Unlike crosses in other traditions, the
St. Thomas Cross does not carry the
effigy of Christ. Thus, it presages the
empty tomb and glorifies the
Resurrection of Jesus. In general, the
Cross symbolizes life rather than death
and suffering. The four edges of the
cross are floral in shape, symbolizing
fruition and life. The lotus flower beneath the cross is the national
symbol of India, and the cross fixed on the lotus symbolizes
Christianity in India in the first century. In India, anything offered

to God on lotus leaves is considered to be sacred. The three steps
below the Cross represent Golgotha, symbolically referring to the
death of Jesus. Finally, the dove above the cross represents the
Holy Spirit, the third aspect of the Holy Trinity according to the
Christian tradition. It is this spirit that raised Jesus from the dead
and bestows gifts upon the Chur

q

SOMETI MES I T IS BETTER |TO
Last week in the Gospel, Jesus| i s
Samaritan village. He coul d halve
have resulted in violence, but| in
approach and just went on to t|he
weekend, Fr Andrew read a poem t
choice to opt for a peaceful way
pari shioners have asked for a |cop

bel ow.

Wal king | s The Bes|t
Walk Away from arguments that lead you to nowhere but anger.
Walk Away from people who deliberately put you down.
Walk away from any thought that reduces your worth.
Walk away from failures and fears that stifle your dreams.
Walk away from people who do not care for you and who are
opportunistic.
The more you “Walk Away” from things that poison your soul,
The Happier Your Life Will Be.
“Give Yourself A Walk” Towards Happiness and your Goal
Setting.

“Give Yourself A Walk” to God’s house and worship Him in

Truth and in Spirit.
Aut hor UYnkn
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