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/ Mass Schedule (Horario de Misas)
Early Childhood (3YT Olds & Pre-K for All) Saturday: 530 PM

Holy Days: 6:50AM, 8:30 AM,12:15PM and 7:30 PM

Weekdays: 6:50AM, 8:30 AM and 12:15 PM

Sunday: AM
7:30
9:00 1:30
10:30 (Family) 5:00

PM

Confessions:
Saturday — 4 to 5:30
Sick Or Emergency Calls:
At any time
call the Rectory at 892-3232
Devotions:
o Circulo De Oracion: lunes, 7 a 9PM,
e Miraculous Medal Novena
Monday after 12:15 PM Mass
o Exposicion del Santisimo y Coronilla de la Divina
Misericordia: miércoles, 7PM
¢ Eucharistic Adoration
Thursday between the 8:30 & 12:15 Masses

9 Sacred Heart Novena: Thursday, Noon
9 EnglishBible Study: Tuesday, 7:30PM

Morning Prayer—Daily 8:30AM

12:00 (Spamsh) Spanish Mass: Sunday, 12:00 Noon

Holy Days — Evenings Before—7:30PM
Wednesday —7:00 PM (Spanish)

Monday 7:00PM (every first Monday of the month in Spanish)

Primeros lunes de mes

Baptisms:
Arrangements must be made at the
Rectory for Baptismal Class.
Bring copy of child’s Birth Certificate.

Marriages:
Arrangements for weddings should be
made as soon as possible at the Rectory.

Parish Registration:
All Catholics who live within the
parish boundaries should fill out a
registration card at Church or Rectory.

Handicapped Accessible
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A WORD FROM THE PASTOR:

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe -December 12

CHRI STMAS AND NEW YEARO®S MA 38troness of the Americas

SCHEDULE 2016

CONFESSI ONS
Monday, Decembaedr: 6189 0O0PM
Saturday, Decemndb edrf :2340 PM
Saturday, Decemndbedrf :3310 PM

CHRI STMAS MASSES
Saturday, December

5: 00pm Christmas Choi
5:30pm Parish Christmas
7: 00pm Parish Christmas

2 4 December 9, 1531. He is an Aztec
@easant, &conlvert, a simple farmer and
M &tmrsr, arfd Berhas hoiedudatjon. The
M anerring quie ip kroken by btringe music

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe will take place onMon.,

Dec. 12 Devotions will begin just before Midnight at the outdoor
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe. The Rosary will be prayed at
4AM followed by Mariachis at 5AM, with Masses taking place at
both 6AM and 6PM in Spanish, with a blessing for the children,
and at 6:50AM, 8:30AM, and 12:15PM in English.

An elderly Mexican man makes his way to
Mass in the early morning twilight of

and diverting his path to investigate the

Sunday, December 25 sound, Juan Diego comes face to face
7: 30am with a radiant apparition of the Virgin
9: 00am (Childrends ChoMary.)
10: 30am (Adult Choi r)juanDiegois57 years old, and he has
NOON ( Spanish Mass and (déndountpred the Virgin Mary on
1:30pm Tepeyac Hill, the site of a former Aztec
5:00pm Temple. His wife has died two years
earlier, and he lives with his elderly uncle, scratching his living
SOLEMNI TY OF MARY, MO T HERm tIQ Farth &Q@Mdmble peasant farmer. Juan Diego is dazzled
MASSES by the incredible beauty and miraculous nature of Our Lady's

Saturday, December

appearance. She appears as a native princess to him, and her
words sound more beautn‘ul than the sweetest musu: ever made.

5:30pm Parish New Yearés Mass r
7:00pm Parish New Year6s Masuta rctpgua{? |egg\|rah§pa{|vewgrw%l|a uage to
visit his b shop and ask that a church be built on the site of her

Sunday, January 1,
NO 7: 30AM MASS
9: 00am (Childrenos
10: 30am (Adult Choir)
NOON (Spanish Mass and
1:30pm (Bilingu
5:00pm
Christmas Novena Mass <cards
Rectory and at the two

al French/ Engli sh)

2 0 Bppearance, so that she will have a place to hear petitions and to

heal the suffering of the Mexican people. Visibly shaken, Juan

Ch Di|e 0 approaches the Bishop who is initially very skeptical of his

account. Bishop Juan de Zumarraga patiently listens to Juan

EF’Q(?S acccjunts and dismisses him. The humble farmer has
aile

French Choir
Juan Diego begins to doubt himself. He returns to Tepeyac Hill

where he hopes for some conformation of what he's experienced.

a'pdeed, QuyLRdy anpears againps radiant ag befﬁrq;.I an Diego

knows, that the Bishop did not

entra nt%"%oé" L déq‘:"ehmstm ?'re@% [ops, tat

believe him cts him to return'the next morning and ask
again. At their second meeting, the Bishop asks for a sign. Juan
Diego makes a promise he won't keep, saying he will return the
very next morning with a sign from Our Lady.

But that evening, Juan Diego returns home to find his uncle, Juan
Bernadino, who is 68 years old, and suddenly, terribly ill. The
illness is known to the people there and it brings a burning fever
so hot, it's almost always fatal. Juan Diego cannot leave his
uncle's bedside to keep his pledge to the Bishop. He spends two
days with his uncle, trying to save him. When it becomes apparent
his uncle is about to die, he leaves to find a priest who can
prepare him for death.

Frightened and saddened, Juan Diego sets off in a great hurry,
time is running out, and Juan Diego is afraid his uncle will die
without a last confession. On the road, in his way, Our Lady
appears for a third time. Juan Diego asks for the sign he promised
to the Bishop. He knows he is wrong to doubt Our Lady. Juan
Diego is instructed to climb to the top of Tepeyac Hill where he
will find Castilian roses. He is to pick the flowers there, which are
unlike any he has seen before, and he is to keep them hidden in
his tilma until he reaches the Bishop. Atop the hill he finds a great
number of flowering roses which he picks and hastily gathers into
his cloak.



THI RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

For the third time, Juan Diego is ushered in to see the Bishop. The for his beatification. In April 2
skeptical cleric has waited for two days to see what sign Our Lady authenticity of a miracle attribu
has for him. Juan opens his tilma, letting the roses cascade to the requirements for his beatificatio
floor. But more than the roses, both men are astonished to see roadbl ock when the Peoria diocese
what is painted on his humble tilma - an exquisite image of Our archbishopds body in preparation
Lady. and the New York archdiocese refu
In the image, she stands as she appeared, a native Aztec princess
with high cheekbones. Her head is bowed and her hands are RECONCI LI ATI ON MONDAY PEMANCE
folded in prayer to God. On her blue cloak, the stars are arranged take placeconMo nd ay , De gt 6 PMbhhathe 1 9
as they appeared in the morning darkness at the hour of her first Church. Confessions will be heard that day from 4 P M
apparition. 8 P MPeople with venial sins need only attend the Penance
Under her feet, is a great crescent moon, a symbol of the old Service, while those with more serious sins must also celebrate
Aztec religion. The message is clear, she is more powerful than individual reconciliation. This is a wonderful way to prepare for
the Aztec gods, yet she herself is not God. the Christmas Season.
At the same time Our Lady is appearing to Juan Diego, and ] ~ ) ] )
directing him to cut the flowers on Tepeyac Hill, she also appears This weeken d 60s secomelcgibestBios
to his uncle, Juan Bernadino who believes he is about to die. As and Brothero6s RetWeeenemeéciFahty
soon as she appears, the fever stops and Juan Bernadino feels the retired Dominican Sisters al
well again. She tells Juan Bernadino, she wants to be known as here at St. Helena and at Msgr.
"Santa Maria, de Guadalupe.” years.
Our Lady of Guadalupe did not appear again, for her mission was
complete. The church was built and remains there today, in what New Envelo p eCubBryesntt Bym: St . Hel |
is now a suburb of Mexico City. Juan Diego's tilma, woven from has 1,200 registered families, an
cactus fibers, with a shelf-life of just 30 years at best, remains take offertory envelope boxes, wh
miraculously preserved. December and eQ@fr |ltyh dsaa uvehcy .take b«
about 200 people use (Théem graa,r e
The symbolism of Our Lady's dress is obvious to over eight million going to try Ismsnee &d ngf n@iwwi ng ou
Native Mexicans, whom all speak different languages. She is envel opes for the entire year, we
brighter than the sun, more powerful than any Aztec god, yet she every two months. We understand t
is not a god herself, and she prays to one greater than her. Her mi spl ace their envel ope boxes, an
gown is adorned with stars, and the gold fringe of her cloak encourage more parishionwesohbyus
mirrors the surrounding countryside. Millions of natives will want to mail these envelopes out
convert at the news of what has happened. Millions more will to use them, so we want to know w
make pilgrimages over the next five centuries to see the their offer tWe ywielnlv ea wotpeensat i cal |y
miraculous tilma, and to honor Our Lady of Guadalupe. Great only to those parishioners who re
miracles continue to occur, even today. place special Welcome envelopes i
. for anyone to indicate that they
On October 12, 1945, Pope Pius XIlI, decreed Our Lady of _ envel amuest Fill in the envelope ar
Guadalupe to be "Patroness of all the Americas." Her feast day is collection basket o®Of beithgrytenwe
December 12, and |t iS a H0|y Day Of ObllgaUOn in MeXiCO. Our serve as a S y mb o | of how faithful
Lady of Guadalupe had this to say to Juan Diego: "Know for |l on@rm sustainable ministry. They
certain, least of my sons, that | am the perfect and perpetual parish membership as wel |l as docu
Virgin Mary, Mother of the True God through whom everything deductions when Weiegcgouagéeaakhb.
lives, the Lord of all things near and far, the Master of heaven and to either ustiperigshipgy a@awvail abl
earth. It is my earnest wish that a church be built here to my websiwwe: churchof stohhe luesrea .tchoem we e k |
honor. Here | will demonstrate, | will exhibit, | will give all my envel opes.
love, my compassion, my help and my protection to the people. |
am your merciful mother, the merciful mother of all of you who
live united in this land, and of all mankind, of all those who love AL UMNI REUNI ON COMMI TTEE
me, of those who cry to me, of those who seek me, of those who STILL NEEDED:
have confidence in me. Here | will hear their weeping, their We are planning THREE St. Hel ena
sorrow, and will remedy and alleviate all their multiple sufferings, for thelx4l0HPeas second FLIZIONRYE c | ¢
necessities and misfortunes." and a third Z®0200tlBéeabassas!| the
71892232 l et us know that you wol
Archbi shop Sheen t-d oRe meiwh' i H0° P&V‘tc' al ~alumni event.
A New York judge has granted the ew

temporary stay of a court order %fll HdgatEfN)A P‘HéJMeran%pQ%@FSEt% NE

remains of Archbishop Fulton Sh e¥%kingtqupdate puealpmn data pasey ¥e rpadizs that many

Il imrodshi shop Sheen, who gai ned alnmanthave either mofves,merriesl,r age not on the alumni
preacher and television personallist }fyouhavetndt seceilzed dn§ mcent malings fromiSed i n t h
crypt of St. Patricko6s cathedr al Helefla, ph@dcallopeimkil youdalldtessttougso &d canladdi o c e s e
had insisted that this was his W}boﬁh{aveé"Ble%sedfC%riﬁﬂlnhsy however, showed
t ha in his will the archbishop indicated a desire to be buri
a cemetery in Queens. The Peori a dlocese, where Fulton Sheen

was born and ordained to the pniesthood, had promoted the cause
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ADULT AND CHILDREN'"S CHO
In celebration of the 75th Anniversary of the First Mass celebrated in
our parish church, we will have a special Christmas Concert at 5 P M
onSaturday, Detoiegmprefessioraldharpistas well
as our own St. Helena Adult and Children’s choirs.
Rehearsals and Sung Choir Masses are as follows:
Children's Choi
8:30 am Rehearsal - 9:00 am Mass

Adult Choir:
10:00 am Rehearsal - 10:30 am Mass
Everyone is welcome and encouraged to participate.

PARI SH ANNOUNCE

50/ 50 DRAWI NG: The Dec. 4 winne
T FAMI LY S EBEBE.Richaxilwill meet with the parents
of all our religious education students in the cafeteria after
thel 0: 30 AMnMaBescember 18.
SPANI SH FAMI L Yat 1S EBB0Sth®ddfeteria
onSunday, December 11.

Bl BL E S-Thd ExlYSemester class is Church History.
It meets every Tuesday bothat 1 P Mnd 7 : 3 OuPthd
green building. ThisTu e s,Da ¢ e mb, ¢ willlstddy
The Church and the World at War. You are invited to attend
one class or as many as you like.

SPANI SH CHARI SMATI C PRAYE
ADORAT ItdBdd placceveryMo n d&y P M.
NEXT BAPTI SM P REBEWlbdhkldos SES
De c e nth%® T P Mlease bring a copy of the child’s
birth certificate.

PARI SH BOOKiSoped &d&y S u n dfisomyt

8: 30AM to 1PM

Pl ARI ST P UBL Iwill Bebil sdNiSthe narthex
after Mass, including a small booklet, a biography of

St. Joseph Calasanz, written by Fr. Fernando Negro, and the
book is available in both English and Spanish. Also
available will be a book on Piarist Spirituality, the Piarist
Sense of Life, and a Piarist Novena. This is a good way to
learn about Calasanz as part of the 400th Jubilee Year
celebration. Parish Christmas Party tickets will also be

available at the same table.
o < \

r:

CHRISTMAS

Jovy

DrIVE

PARI SH TOY DRI VE AND CIAOT
we have done in the past, St. Helena Parish is teaming up
with Hope For Us Inc. to sponsor a Christmas TOY DRIVE
and CLOTHING DRIVE. We will accept both CLOTHES
and UNWRAPPED TOYS throughD e ¢ e mh. €y 2 2
ornament tags are available on the tree in the church
vestibule. The clothes will be brought to area homeless
shelters, and the toys will be brought half to Montefiore
Hospital and half to area homeless shelters. You can bring
your clothing donations to the rectory and the toys can be
placed under the Christmas tree in the Narthex. For more
information, callVer a Aa@uBhD256

OFFERI NG ENVELOPES
Sunday, December 4,%$20358. 2
NﬁuW&kly budget, (Nuestro presupuesto semanal es) $4,423.00
Thank you to everyone for your generosity and for your support and for
all that you do for St. Helena’s Parish. We have some major capital
repair expenses on our boilers and air conditioning coming up, and we
exceeded our new budgeted amount this week. I ask you to please
consider increasing your offerings a little so that we can meet or exceed
our 2017 weekly budget goal.
Gracias a todos por su generosidad y por todo lo que hacen por esta
Iglesia de St. Helena.
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HI

T A NEW GROUP HAS BEEN BORN
Itspameis“ Sai nt Mo t hitdsrinspired Byrthe lsva
nd mexy in which Mother Therese spent her life doing the

igsion the Lord sted to her. One pf the actiwtie,

a g:rl((?up w?ﬂe%d is t§ I\%I;%lt th%‘ chi dée'n’s é)/gr atJ ac&%bi§ %
Medical Center before Christmas. For that purpose we’re
requesting wrapped toy donations to be given to children
ages newborn-18. You should attach a note saying: “For
Saint Mother Theresa’s group”, and include information
stating the age and sex of the child who should receive the
toy. For more info, contact: EI ba V e g6a6-5a8t6 56.
PARI SH CHRI ST MAnS aR ART idtkec .
gym from 6-1 1 P Mickets for the event
are $15 for adults, $10 for children (18

A NERTS of age and under), and $40 for a

family (2 adults and their children). The

party will feature a D.J., dancing, food,

raffles, and fun for the children, and a

special surprise visit from Santa. Tickets

are available in the rectory and at a table in
the back of the church. Raffle tickets are
on sale for our Christmas Party Raffle.

There will be FIVE main prizes and several small

prizes. First prize is a 32” Samsung Smart TV (retail $400),

Second prize is $200 Cash, and Third through Fifth Prizes

are $100 Gift Cards. Tickets are $1 each and will be

available after Mass or at the Christmas Party.

THE PI ERRE TOUSSAI NT-pr&@ds O

graduating high school seniors with $2,000 to be used to

attend college and may be renewed for up to three additional
years. Applicants must be practicing Catholics within the

Archdiocese, have demonstrated academic achievement, and

exhibited good character and leadership abilities. Contact

the rectory if you wish to apply for this scholarship.

Applications must be postmarked no later than Feb. 17.

A COURSE | N MogrAFCvhnB/Essingen is

teaching a 13-week class A Course in Miracles every Sunday

at St. Helena’s from3 t 0 4 FoBnfbre iRfddmation,
call 9 1-5 4-® 9 5A9suggested donation is $7/session.

NEXYRUGREE A FREE CATHOLI C

St. Helena’s Parish has a free subscription to an online
platform called FORMED, and all parishioners now have
unlimited access to faith formation programs, Bible Studies,
Catholic-themed movies and programs, enjoy music, e-books
and much more. It is very easy to register with FORMED.
FIRST gotof 0 r me ghd cbick the REGISTER link in the
middle of the page; enter the parish code 2 K Q Q Yad your
email, then click “Go.” Fill in the registration

information. After registering, you will receive a message
asking you to verify your email address. Check your email

(it may be in your spam folder) and click VERIFY. You will

L AR

NTE



http://formed.org/

be prompted to login. You can then enjoy using FORMED.
NEW TAX L EGI 9idAou kn&wNhat Congress
recently passed permanent legislation for parishioners who
are: 70 1/2 Years of Age with--Individual Retirement
Accounts (IRA) and want to withdraw money from their

IRA to Give Tax Free to St. Helena. In addition, if you
converted your traditional IRA to a Roth IRA this year, you
can offset the taxable income generated by the conversion by
making a charitable gift to St. Helena.

We hope everyone will please consider a special Christmas
or Year End gift. The parish has recently done repair work
on the boilers that will cost around $50,000, and we will
need to replace the Parish Center roof as well as put in a new
conditioning system that could cost around $300,000. We
are still getting estimates, and we need your help.

AA Bl G BOOKmeSskewy8at-8; 30iRM
the green building.

FUL-TI ME OR -PIAMRH MAI
HANDY MAN pdsifidh needed. E-mail:
j osecol onl0 800d@ph3nledi6id 58 @ m
APARTMENTS WAVNhn Eh®Parkchester area. If
you know of one that is available, please call the Rectory.

NTENAN

SCHOOL NEWS
JV HORSEMEN COME FROM
TO NET THE EAGLES
Peter Lugo put seven points on the boards in the second half to
lead his team to a 33-27 victory Tuesday night at home against
the visiting Immaculate Conception Eagles.

Lugo had a team-high 10 points and sank one of the Horsemen’s
two three pointers in the third quarter. The Horsemen were very
slow out of the gate, trailing 4-7 at the quarter and 8-16 at the
half, but they slowly started fighting back in the third quarter and
seemed rejuvenated when Lugo hit a buzzer-beater at the end of
the third to pull the Horsemen within a point of the Eagles 19-20,
the closest they had been the entire game. Lugo then swished a
free throw early in the fourth to tie the game 20-20. Jose Velez
followed with the other team three to pull the Horsemen ahead 23
-20, and they would hang on to the lead for the rest of the game.

William Manning put nine points on the boards, five of them in
the final quarter. Danny Bahora hit his first two of the season in
the second quarter, and Jahli Ward added two twos in the first
quarter and three free throws in the final quarter to round out the
Horsemen scoring.

Nathaniel Bracero had a game-high 15 points for the Eagles, who
were 8 for 13 from the line, while the Horsemen went 7 for
12. Congratulations to the JV Horsemen.

VARSI TY HORSEMEN VI
BACK TO BACK
The varsity Horsemen easily outpaced Our Lady of the
Assumption 47-32 Monday night at home, and the next night
nine Horsemen put points on the boards as they trampled the
Immaculate Conception Eagles 41-19.

CT

Three Horsemen scored in double digits against OLA. Francisco
Mattei had a game-high 22 points, including a three in the

first. Omari Ward put 13 points on the boards, also with a three
in the first, and Chris Colter scored 10 points for the

Horsemen. Justin Hernandez rounded out the Horsemen scoring
with a two.

Of

Benny Castro had a team-high 8 points for OLA, which shot 3 for
6 from the line, while the Horsemen shot 6 for 15.

The Horsemen shot out of the gate against the Eagles and led 20-
3 at the quarter and 30-8 at the half. Omari Ward was the only
Horseman to score in the entire second half of the game and was
the only player on either team in double digits, with a game-high
16 points, including the only team three in the final quarter and
sinking seven of the team’s 10 free throws. Francisco Mattei
scored all seven of his points in the first quarter, and both
Kameron Carrasquilla and Neil Tayao hit a two in the first, while
Justin Hernandez hit two twos in the first. Chris Colter hit his two
twos in the second, and Hope Martinez and Adam Waldropt both
hit twos in the second. Devonne Stewart rounded out the
Horsemen scoring with two free throws in the second. Eight
cheerleaders provided the half-time entertainment.

Gil Aniambossou had a team-high nine points for the Eagles and
w e only player of the game to score in all four quarters. The
Eagles were 3 for 16 from the line, while the Horsemen went 10
for 13.

COMMUNI TY ANNOUNC

T A BRI TI SH Y the Hrdnk dkeert Singers
35th Annual Holiday Concert, will be presented on S u n d &
E HDQ encpat 4L 13 0aP 34 Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 1891 McGraw Avenue. Gen. Admission $20/
person, $35/couple, $15/senior or college student, $5/
student. For more info, call9 1-7 4-86 4 1
WI NTER HEALTH AND WEd&LNES
Monday, fiom%: -8a 2 0aPtht Bronx House.
990 Pelham Parkway S. For more info, call 718-655-5000.
S| ST E R -orfstagt at the White Plains Performing Arts
Center from D e ¢ -J aln6Dire&ed by Frank Portanova
(Stepinac H.S.’s Assistant Principal and Drama Instructor).
Tickets $22-$49. For tickets call 9 1-3 2-B6 @ifQvp p a c
FREE CHRI STMAS -TG®ithedrRNbw
from Bard College will present a free Christmas Concert at
the Lehman Center for the Performing Arts, 250 Bedford
Park Blvd. EastonSunday, atB @M. 18
SILENCE is a 2016 American historical drama film
directed by Martin Scorsese and based upon the 1966 novel
of the same name. The film was shot entirely in Taipei,
Taiwan. The film premiered in Vatican City on November
29 and will be released in the United States on December
23.In the seventeenth century, two Portuguese Jesuit priests
face violence and persecution when they travel to Japan to
locate their mentor who had committed apostasy after being
tortured. The story takes place in the time of Kakure
Kirishitan ("Hidden Christians") that followed the defeat of
UsBimabara Rebellion (1637-38) of Japanese Roman
Catholics against the Tokugawa shogunate.
MARRI AGE AND T H,B frde éighthwel
course exploring what are the sacramental, spiritual,
psychological, and societal aspects of marriage and family
life, beginsMonday, Jram7u:a® @ MtQhe
Conference Room, 1573 Zerega Ave. It is not a pre-cana
course. For more info, call 7 1-8 2-833 8 0
NOURI SHMENT FOR AfkoN 4 SDRIS :
eligible senior citizen living in NYC? You may qualify for a
free monthly food package. F or more information, call
9198256Wwww. nycommonpantry.

org



Please Pray for the Sick of our Parish
Joanne Frances Bernadette Sanabria, Sylvia Carballo,

Ruben Mercado, Mike Adorno, Catherine Holden,
Carmelle and Nicole Antoine, Indrowdi Sadu, Rosa Pena,
Brenda Jackson, James Leunge, Carol Primak, Joan Ricci,

Lucy Cannavacciuolo, Aaron Sylvester, Sean Gaffney, Bertha Mero,
Peter Vaccaro, Gino Vaccaro, Veronica Gonzalez, Ronald Horne,
Doris Waldropt, Milagro Vasquez, Juana Carmen Rodriguez,
Ynes Tavarez, Theresa Delevan, Neil Duggan, Humberto Prieto,
Jenny Mauro, Jimmy Mauro, Mariana Rivera, Annissa Ramratansingh,
Catherine Gregson, Noemi Cross, Arley Johnson

Please Pray for the Deceased and their Grieving Families:
Danielle Govan, Ambrosio Galarza, Carmen Ortiz, Ann Pierce,
Eloisa Pagan, Helen Tinelli, John Glenn

JOHN GLENN DI ES JohnGlenA, Gkose 9952:
flight as the first U.S. astronaut to orbit the Earth made him an all
-American hero and propelled him to a long career in the U.S.
Senate, died Thursday. The last survivor of the original Mercury
7 astronauts was 95. During the flight, Glenn uttered a phrase that
he would repeat frequently throughout life: "Zero G, and I feel
fine.” Before he gained fame orbiting the world, he was a fighter
pilot in two wars, and as a test pilot, he set a transcontinental
speed record. He later served 24 years in the Senate from Ohio. A
rare setback was a failed 1984 run for the Democratic
presidential nomination. His long political career enabled him to
return to space in the shuttle Discovery at age 77 in 1998, a
cosmic victory lap that he relished and turned into a teachable
moment about growing old. He holds the record for the oldest
person in space.

bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbil
ANUNCI OS EN ESH

T FIESTA DE NUESTRA SENORA
Di ci e mIiSacemenka?a.la devocion alasl 2
la Capilla de Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe en el
parqueadero. R0 s a4amadMar i axami s

 MI SASEBR AN ®umingo 11 de diciembre a las 7
p mLunes 12 de diciembre alas 6  almnes 12 de
diciembre alas 6  p ¢on bendicion para los nifios.

T MI SAS EN ILM&SUETas 6.50 am, 8.30 amy
12.15 pm

T NUEVO SI STEMA DEinpdBiRES:

r egi s tomoantiemtao de la parroquia. Es una
p r u elbsapresencia en la comunidad. Las ofrendas a
la Iglesia pueden ser deducidas de los impuestos como
‘obras de caridad’. Les estaré informando al respecto.

T SERVICI O PENI TENCI AL Lia&s A
diciembre 19 de 4 pm a 8 pm. Ven a ponerte en paz con el
Seflor para recibirlo con un corazon “mas blanco que la
nieve”.

1T FELI CI TACI DodNEufob de feligreses han
terminado esta semana cursos de crecimiento en la fe. Se
trata del curso “Una Fe Bien Construida”, con duracion de
20 semanas y “Taller de Oracion y Vida”, con una duraciéon
de 15 semanas. Les felicito por su perseverancia y por su
deseo de conocer mas al Seflor para vivir cada vez mejor un
discipulado de alegria y esperanza. Ya les informaré sobre
los cursos para el afio entrante. Crece en tu fe, conocela!

T PROXI MA SESI ON DE PREPARA
BAUTI S Mi€embre 29 alas7 pm en la Iglesia. Trae
contigo una copia y el original del certificado de nacimiento.

a&en n

T GRUPO SANTA MADRElIghRi&SA :
en los primeros dias de Enero los nifios del Jacobi Medical
Center para traerles la presencia de Jests, compafiia y
regalos. Le pedimosa ¢ a d a trdera hntedtoriaain
regalo para U mifioonifla. | ndi qu e esies para a
nifio o nifia y la edad. Digan que se los entreguen al P.
Nelson quien se los dara al grupo. Gracias por su
generosidad. Informe sobre el grupo, Elba Vega: 646 667
5365

1T FIESTA DE N3a¥bh®DAD: 17 de d
gi mnasi o, d e DeSeanpsqueadca dnd fiespam
para toda la familia y para las diferentes culturas de nuestra
parroquia. Los tickets se estan vendiendo a: $15 a d u;I$10 o
n i A(Bafios y menos). Este afio hemos hecho un
paguet e gfiegomsiste: Pagpd, mama e hijos
menores de 18 afios por $40. La idea es que la familia pueda
participar. Habra musica, comida, rifas, entretenimiento para
los nifios y jévenes y una visita muy especial de.....

T Pedi mos donaciones de c
Traerlas a |l a rectoria.

f GRUPO DE ORABo@dsisM unes de 7
Ven a alabar al Sefior con tus hermanos y hermanas!!!

T MIERCOLES DE LA Ml DrRiteCeQ

ultimo afio hemos celebrado los miércoles el “Afo de la
Misericordia”, gracias al regalo del Papa Francisco que nos
ha invitado a conocer y reflexionar mas acerca del misterio
maravilloso de la misericordia de Dios. De ahora en adelante
la meta no es solamente reflexionar acerca de la Misericordia
de Dios, sino “ser misericordia de Dios”. Ven los miércoles a

b bipfarhatsdadbid B b bvb Bibakdiabebnadaiderdioso

delaEucarlstlaI nvita a tus ami
\wagsta amor ! !
1 GIURA®IAD-NJ P[EE ModdRR losv:i er nes aven

a rezar el Rosario y a planear servicio a la comunidad.

BUEN DI A, HE RM|/

Las lecturas durante Adviento siguen un ritmo diferente al del resto
del afio. En lugar de ser el Evangelio el punto de referencia, el
liderazgo en Adviento lo toma la primera lectura. Isaias es el profeta
que con mas frecuencia hemos leido hasta el momento porque con
sus profecias, expresadas con una gran belleza poética y espiritual,
nos revelaunar e al i d aadla qheud¢benfosaestar atentos. Esa
realidad, como todos los cristianos sabemos, se cumplid ya en
Jesucristo. Sin embargo, hay ot r a r qua lalin destéd por
cumplirse, una realidad futura que esperamos con esperanza, se trata
de la venida final de Jesucristo ‘para juzgar a vivos y muertos’, que

Je 1JCE @n el nombrede “Par t.s i a

En el ultimo capitulo del ultimo libro de la Biblia, el Apocalipsis,
Jesus nos dice: “Yo llegaré pronto llevando la paga para dar a cada
uno lo que merecen sus obras. Yo soy el alfa y la omega, el primero
y el ultimo, el principio y el fin. Dichosos los que lavan sus vestidos,
porque tendran a su disposicion el arbol de la vida y entraran por
las puertas en la ciudad. El que escuche diga: Ven!”

El catdlico cristiano que se deja impregnar de la sabiduria y las
instrucciones que nos deja la relacion con la Palabra de Dios, sabe
que ‘lavar lo vestidos’ es dejarse llenar del Espiritu del Sefor, que es
quien nos instruye y nos muestra el camino. Sin embargo, nosotros
tenemos la mision y la responsabilidad de “preparar el camino” para
@a\e!l Sgiigr pueda verdaderamente hacer su obra salvadora en cada
uno de nosotros. Por eso la temporada de Adviento es tan importante
para nosotros, ella nos ayuda a preparar el corazén para que el
Espiritu del Sefior ‘remazca’ en nuestras vidas y nos impulse a
caminos de santidad que nos acerquen cada vez mas al Dios de la
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vida. Celebrar la Navidad no es, por lo tanto, mirar s6lo al pasado, al
evento que sucedio hace dos mil afios, es mirar con confianza a la
promesa del final de los tiempos y preparar con amor cada dia el
camino del Sefior hacia nuestro corazon.

El profeta Isaias nos recuerda importantes realidades que debemos
tener siempre presentes para no dejarnos arrastrar por las corrientes
de inseguridad y de falta de confianza en el presente y en el futuro,
que inundan a una sociedad que ha puesto toda su esperanza en la
tecnologia, pero que al final se ve sin un verdadero proyecto de vida.

Dios, por medio de su profeta, nos dice que toda la instruccion que
nos da a través de las Sagradas Escrituras estd basada en mostrarnos
constantemente su plan de salvacion hacia nosotros. Todos son
planes de salvacion: Dios anuncia la paz a su pueblo y a sus amigos;
ya no caben penas ni aflicciones; curara a los ciegos y a los sordos, a
los mudos y a los cojos y a todos les ensefiara el camino de la
verdadera felicidad. Nosotros recorremos un € X i dimiilad al que
recorrieron los israelitas, cuando por medio de Moisés fueron
liberados de la esclavitud del pecado, la gran diferencia ahora es que
es Dios mismo quien guia nuestro exilio. Sin embargo; el hecho de
ser guiados por Dios no nos exime del sufrimiento, del pecado como
compaflero permanente, ni de la muerte como punto final a la
existencia en la tierra.

Pero Dios nos asegura su compaiia continua, su Palabra de vida, el
don de la Iglesia y de los sacramentos como murallas protectoras
contra el peligro de la destruccion. En otras palabras, asi como
nuestros hermanos israelitas fueron enviados a buscar la Tierra
Prometida, nosotros hacemos el mismo recorrido. Nuestro recorrido
es un camino de retorno al Paraiso perdido, de donde salimos por
nuestra desobediencia a Dios. Ese es el proyecto del Padre para
todos, ése es nuestro proyecto mas importante en esta vida. Dios ha
perdonado a su pueblo, le ha liberado de sus tribulaciones, le
promete los bienes perdidos que desea regresarnos cuando volvamos
a El Es la repeticién de la historia del Hijo Prodigo, que en el fondo
somos cada uno de nosotros.

Dios es el médico de toda enfermedad, es agua que fecunda la tierra
arida del desierto; es quien hara que el ledn pueda convivir con el
cabrito y la serpiente con el nifio sin hacerle dafio; es quien infunde
valentia a los que se sienten acobardados y temerosos, como hizo
con los discipulos cuando se atemorizaron ante la muerte del
Maestro.

Si hermanos, Dios sigue actuando en la persona del Cristo que salva,
del Cristo que sana, del Cristo que perdona; del Cristo que actia ante
la fe de las personas; del Cristo que acoge con amabilidad al enfermo
y al pecador que le buscan. Jesus esta siempre acompafiando y dando
todo de si por nosotros. Jests esta siempre animando, consolando, y
como hizo en el milagro de la sanacion del paralitico, le di6 més de
lo que pedia, porque no sélo le did sanacion fisica, sino sanacion
interior. La sanacion fisica para los seres humanos es importante,
siempre la pedimos, pero si reflexionamos detenidamente, no debe
ser lo mas importante. Hay otra sanacion que debemos cuidar como
el mds grande tesoro que se nos ha entregado: la sanacion
espiritual, la pureza del alma, la bondad del corazén, la limpieza de
la mente.

Las promesas de Isaias apuntan hacia una plenitud que Jesus supera
en forma permanente en nuestras vidas, pero que es percibida
solamente por el sencillo de corazén. No es gratuito que Jesus
mismo haya dicho: “;Te alabo, Padre, Sefior del cielo y de la tierra,
porque, ocultando estas cosas a los sabios y entendidos, se las diste
a conocer a la gente sencilla!” El mensaje de Adviento sigue siendo:
“Levanta la cabeza, ya viene la liberacion”; “Animo, no tengas
miedo”; “Arrepiéntete, tus pecados te son perdonados”; “Levantate y
anda”.

Aunque hayamos caido una y otra vez por nuestra debilidad Cristo
nos quiere curar a cada uno de nosotros, ayudarnos a salir de nuestra

situacion, sea cual sea, para que alcancemos una existencia mas
alegre y confiada. Bendiciones. t & b

Mass Intentions

SUNDAY, Decembdhitd, Sa0tay of
Gaudete Sunday
7: 30Mabel Schoenthaler
9: 00Bridget and Pat Joe EA34g
10: 305r . Jeanne Cl aire, 0. .
12: 0Qulio Medina
Maria Castillo (5th Ye
Mi sa Del Di vino Ni fo
Luis Manuel Vega
Eveli o Mej kAl oGuseor rZemalrg
1: 30Norah Bracken
5: 00Marilyn Hender sémod | ke
Our Parishioners
7: 00Mi sa Virgen de Guadalwu
MONDAY, Dec .-Fela&st 20f160ur Lady
4: OORMsary
5: 00Mariachis
6: 00Mi sa Virgen de Guadalu
6: 50Justine Ramos
8:30Tricia Briska Intentio
12:15PM Virgil Sanchez
6: 0O0Mi sa Virgen de Guadalu
TUESDAY, Dec e mbaaslit3, o f2 031t6. Lu
6: 50Hector Escalera
8: 30St Hel enads Benefacto
12:18icily Job, Xavier Fra
and Jair Joseph (Il nten
WEDNESDAY, DeckFeddst, ®Rf01%t. Joh
6:50ln Thanksgiving for Fa
8: 30Ann Pierce
12:18Mary and John Curran
7:30Fr . Jose Garivito
THURSDAY, De c e mbFeera slt5 ,o0 f2 0Slt 6. M
6: 50Scott Van de Weghe (In
8: 30Mi chael Murphy
12: 1Bl tagracia, Carmen, Jo
Franco BonanomeHe(allntthe)n
FRI DAY, DecFedsé$t @D18t. Adel ai
6: 50Mary Katherine Denny
8:30ln Thanksgiving for Fa
12: 1Mary Grossmann
SATURDAY, De c e mbFeera sl1t7 ,o f2 0Slt 6. (@]
6: 50Tel ma Anith and Family
8: 30Bridget and Pat Joe EA4
12: 1&erald Smalls
2: 00Mass Divino Nifo (Span
Por familia Chimborazo
5:30Msgr Arthur J. Scanl g
SUNDAY, Decemb€out8h Zabeay of
7:30Stephanie Holt (Intent
9: 00Mary Katherine Denny
10: 3Wames Kiernan
12: 0Christopher Arce Gonza
Cristhian Orellana
1: 30Scott Van de Weghe (In
5: 00Al bert and Sara Echeva
Our Parishioners
Readings for the Week of De

S u n dIa35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 Mo n d Zeg 2:14
-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 13/Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Tues deB:1-2,9-13/Ps 34/Mt 21:28-32 We d n e ssdi&6p-8,
18, 21b-25/Ps 85/Lk 7:18b-23 T h u r sld5d:y-10/Ps 30/Lk 7:24-30
Fr i dias5¢:1-3a, 6-8/Ps 67/Jn 5:33-36 S at u rGd 49y2,:8-10/Ps 72/
Mt 1:1-17Ne x t  SId hld-&dyPs 24/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24
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