Church of St. Joseph

Wuresboro, NY

180 Sullivan St., Wurtsboro, NY 12790

P. O. Box 277
(845) 888-4522 (845) 888-5072 FAX
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday - 5:00 (Vigil)
Sunday - 9:00 & 11:00 AM

Weekdays - 8:00 AM
No Mass celebrated Saturday mornings

Holy Days - Consult “Bulletin”

SACRAMENTAL SERVICES

Reconcdiliation - Saturday, 4:00

Baptism - by Appointment
Marriage - by Appointment

MASSES at NEIGHBORING PARISHES

Our Lady of Assumption, Bloomingburg - 5:30 PM Sat; 9:30 AM Sunday

Sts. Mary & Andrew, Ellenville -5 PM Sat.; 8,10:15, 11:45 & 1 (PM) Sun.

St. Peter, Monticello - 5:15 PM Sat.; 7, 8:30, 11:15 & 7 (PM) Sunday
St. Paul, Bullville - 5 PM Sat., 9 & 11 AM Sunday

Infant Saviour, Pine Bush - 5 PM, Sat.; 9:30 & 11:15 Sunday

Holy Name, Otisville - 5 PM Sat.; 8:30 & 10:30 Sunday

FOURTH SUNDAY
in
ORDINARY TIME

JANUARY 31, 2021

e-mail:
www.stjoswurts@frontiernet.net
Visit us at:
www.stjosephwurtsboro.com

SERVED BY:

Fr. Peter J. Madori, Administrator 888-4522

Fr. Matthias Ndulaka,
Chaplain: Woodbourne Correctional Facility

Mickey Maher, 888-2103
Director of Religious Education

Nick Sywyk, 888-2825
Director of Music

Stephen Melchionne 645-1139

Plant Manager

PARISH SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS

Welcoming Committee
Kate Labuda

Ave Maria Guild
Mary Ann Malamas, Pres. 341-3141 /42

Holy Name Society
Charles Corrigan, Pres.

888-2652

888-2118

PARISH PANTRY - Mon. - Sat.., 10:30 - 1

CLOTHING DONATION DEPOSITORY

Place used items of clothing in the shed
located behind the Summer Church Hall.




TEACHING

WITH AUTHORITY

FOURTH SUNDAY in
ORDINARY TIME

Weekend Masses,

Saturday, January 30:
5:00 PM Regina Poelman
Sunday, January 31
9:00 AM For the People
11:00 AM Charles Degnan

Monday, February 1
8:00 Robert Durland & Lewis Pierpoint

Tues., Feb. 2 - Feast of the Presentation of the Lord
8:00 John Giganti

Wed., February 3 - ( St. Blaise, Bishop / Martyr) * *
8:00 Lois Costa Motl

Thursday, February 4
8:00 Richard Durland

First Fri., Feb. 5 - St. Agatha, Virgin / Martyr
8:00 Charles McMahon

No Mass celebrated Saturday morning

Weekend Masses, FIFTH SUNDAY in
ORDINARY TIME

Saturday, February 6:
5:00 PM For the People
Sunday, February 7:
9:00 AM Barbara Limberg
11:00 AM Anthony Pitingaro

Please pray for all our deceased parishioners, benefactors,
relatives and friends., especially: Fr. Flor McCarthy, SDB; Joseph
LaCatena; Daniel Prial; Hank Aaron, Larry King.

Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Miskit Airth;
Brian Amrhein; Anita Auer; Robert Banks; the Berchtold Family;
Sue Berry; Sharon Bierman; Ed Boyle; Michele Brow; Doris Bues-
ing; Frank Caramico; Albert Caravello; Adeline Carbone; Tucker
Carr; James Carney; Lottie Carney; Ronald Carr; Thomas Cash-
man; Chris Cellini; Nicholas Cetera; Adelina Rose Ciarelli; Nickolas
Civitano; Rocky Collins; Mikie Congemi; Carl Consolo; Donna
Consolo; Paula Cornine; Thomas Coughlin; Anna Courneya;
William Cronic; Sue Currier; Irene Czerwinski; Donna Dalton;
Jeannine Davis; Reilly Davis; Rosemarie Delia; Joan Del.izza; Carol
Diamond; Christine Dobbs; Nancy Donohue; Fr. Jack Duffell;
Thomas Dunn; Connie Durante; Jerry Earl; Larry Eisen; Josephine
Emanuele; Buddy Fahey; Nellie Fahy; Rev. John Fanning; Roger
Fiat; Shawn Finneran; Jennifer Florio; Joe Franklin; Jake Gabriel;
Lawrence Gallott; Jim & Pat Gatens; Kevin Garvey; Peggy Gawley;
Matthew Germann; Tyler Germann; Amy Giuseffi; John Giustiniani;

Sue Giza; Dillon Gleason; Erik Godfrey; Alex Goodman; Jenna
Graham; Robert Green; Karen Hackett; Jack Haley; Josh Harrison;
Jill Hey; Steven Higgins; Theresa Higgins; Ola Hillar; Denis
Holohan; James Holden; Charles & Marylou Hopper; Maggie
Horne; Brenda Jansons; Conchita Javier; Cliff Jessup; Beatrice
Johnson; Carolyn Johnson; ColinJohnston; Msgr. Patrick Keenan;
Sandra Kenny; Jim Kinsella; Fred & Margaret Kinsella; Russell Kin-
sella; Patricia Kirby; Aidan Kokakis; Alfred Kramer; Ron Kramer;
Patricia & Ed Krekorian; Julia Kurthy; Kate Labuda; Pat Lawler;
Verdanna Lawrence; Micah Lechner; Rick Lewis; Robert Linzer;
John Longo; Mr. Lynn; William Maher; John Maloney; Diana Mar-
tinez; Eileen Mary-Rose; Fr. Jeff Maurer; Tracy Motley; Tandy
McClung; Rosemary McCormick; Eddie & Patricia (Ryan) McKay;
Maree McKinney; Terry Mills; Mickey Mirra; Dawn Montforte; Liz
Moore; Kenneth Moore; Robert Morris; Brian Mortonson; Jennifer
Motillo; Eileen Murphy; Sr. Mary Murray, OP; Sharon Nelson;
Margaret Nichols; Carol Niedermeyer; Carole O’Neill; Richard Ortiz;
Piper Paddock; Patricia Parish; Meredith Parks; Bobby Patchuoli;
Florence Penzo; Susan & Janet Peters; Eileen & John Pinsl; Larry
Polsky; Gerry Ragusa; Regina Rahilly; Carolyn Ramsay; Thomas
Reinholz; John Rivera; Linda Roosa; Vivian Rutherford; Ed Ryan;
Marie Sabastiano; Susan Sheridan; Blanche Shimer; Fran Spiel-
hagen; Loretta Spordone; Joan Springwalt; Stephen Suida; Robert
Sweeney; Aimee Swift; William Tappan; Gloria Taylor; Therese Van
DeBogart; Louis Vega; Laura Veros; Christian Vidale; Rita Volpe;
Mary Wardell; Joel & Joan Welsh; William Wetzel; Linda Williams;
John Williamson; Evelyn Young.

ST. BLAISE WITHOUT THE BLAZE

* * Wednesday is the op-
tional memorial of St. Blaise, bi-
shop and martyr. It is a long-
standing custom to use crossed
candles as we bless the throats
of worshipers, petitioning him
for protection from throat ail-
ments. In the northeastern Uni-
ted States, that means strep,
the flu and viruses. What more
appropriate blessing in this time of Covid ?! However,
the threat of viral contagion prevents us from touch-
ing one person after another with crossed candles.
We are limited to praying the words that accompany
the gesture as the dismissal blessing at Mass.
Expect some similar limitations next month when we
celebrate Ash Wednesday.

WHY CANDLES ?

In addition to our seven Sacraments with their out-
ward signs, from our earliest days, the Church has
used symbols -- especially natural elements -- to re-
mind us of God’s care for us in Christ. Thus, holy
water, statues and medals and so on. Candles trad-
itionally are always symbols of Christ, the Light of the
World. On Tuesday, February 2, the Church cele-
brates the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord Jesus.
This is the last echo of the Christmas cycle of feasts.
The Mass, with its proclamation of St. Luke’s Gospel
of the Presentation of the child Jesus in the temple,
focuses on Christ as illuminating our lives. Logically,
the Mass begins with the blessing of candles for litur-
gical and home use. St. Blase is said to have saved
his prison warden’s daughter, who was choking to
death on a bone. There’s the “throat” connection. The
serendipitous occurence of St. Blase’s memorial the
day after the Presentation Feast caused the candles to
“migrate” to the optional memorial of St. Blaise.




THIS WEEK IN THE PARISH

Sunday, January 31
Religious Education classes, Grades K, 4 & 5,6.

Sunday, February 7
Religious Education classes, Grades K, 1, 2 & 3.

REQUIRED FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY NOTICE
“The Archdiocese of New York takes stewardship of
your donations seriously. If you have knowledge of or
reason to suspect misconduct, please report your
concerns via a toll-free hotline at 877-820-0541 or on
the internet at http://www.reportlineweb.com/
ADNY. Both are available 24 hours per day.”

COLLECTION REPORT: JANUARY 23 & 24

MASS ATTENDANCE COLLECTION
Mail-in donations $ 665.00
5PM 32 $ 584.00
9 AM 57 $ 702.00
11 AM 56 $ 597.00
Totals 145 $ 2,548.00

The coldest weekend of this winter so far caused a
drop in attendance at the 5 PM Mass but increased the
number of worshipers at the 11 AM, so that the end
result was just a tad below our usual and even a bit
higher than the week before. The Offertory, when we
add in the very valuable mail-ins, just about equaled
that of January 16-17. So, over all, not bad at all!!
Payroll and FICA, both coming this weekend, will take
a big bite out of the checkbook.

EXPENDITURES THRU JANUARY 24

Town solid waste fees ( 3 bldgs.) $ 150.00
Missalettes ( balance for year) $ 590.00
Contracted service $ 900.00
Propane bill ( 2 locations ) $ 239.25

Total $ 1,879.25

BETTER LATE THAN NEVER . . .

. or, perhaps we should have titled this article
“Too Little, Too Late.” Either way, first some back-
ground. When your pastor was in the seminary ( 1963
to 1969 ), the path to the Sacrament of Holy Orders
began with a ceremony called “tonsure,” a liturgical
haircut. Four locks of hair were snipped to make you,
symbolically, a servant of the Church. Next, over the
course of two years, came four “minor” orders -- cere-
monies in which you were made, by “ordination,”
Porter ( responsible for the physical care of the
church building -- i.e., sacristan / custodian ), Exor-
cist ( no, not like the movie ), able to impart blessings
to fresh produce, medals and the like; Acolyte, with
the right -- rather than merely the privilege -- of serv-
ing Mass; and Lector, with the authority to proclaim
all Scriptures except the Gospel at any liturgical func-

tion. Then came Subdea-

con, Deacon ( the first of
=+ the genuinely Sacramen-

tal orders ) and, finally,

Priesthood. After the Se-

cond Vatican Council,

these minor orders were

reduced and simplified,

and their focus changed;
the order of Subdeacon was abolished.

This means, obviously, that the people we see ad-
ministering the Eucharist, reading the Scriptures and
serving Mass are doing so in an extraordinary cap-
acity. They have not been “ordained” to minor orders.
Because these ministries once were part of the ordi-
nation process, by Canon Law they were reserved to
men. Almost forty years ago, the American Church re-
quested -- and received from Rome -- permission to
open these ministries to women. However, it was not
universal law. ( Your pastor once was a curate in a
parish where the pastor refused to allow girls to be
altar servers. When the permission came, we had a
bit of a dust-up over the issue. ) Now, Pope Francis
has made it official. In an Apostolic Letter entitled
Spiritus Domini, he has changed Canon Law in order
to make women “officially” Acolytes, Readers and
Eucharisitc Ministers. It’s significant that he titled this
authorization after the Holy Spirit of God and of the
Lord Jesus. Doing so indicates that the correction of
this inequity accords with what the Holy Father per-
ceives to be the view of our world that accords with
Christ’s will. It’s about time!!

THE YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH

With the Apostolic Letter
Patris Corde -- “With a Fa-
ther’s Heart” -- Pope Fran-
cis recalls the 150th anni-
versary of the declaration of
Saint Joseph as Patron of
the Universal Church. To
mark the occasion, the Holy
Father has proclaimed a
“Year of Saint Joseph” from
the Solemn Feast of the Im-
maculate Conception, De-
cember 8, 2020 to Decem-
ber 8, 2021. In the letter,
Pope Francis describes Saint Joseph as a beloved
father, a tender and loving father, an obedient father,
an accepting father; a father who is creatively
courageous, a working father, a father in the shadows.
The Letter marks the 150th anniversary of Blessed
Pope Pius IX’s declaration of St. Joseph as Patron of
the Universal Church. It is to celebrate the anni-
versary that Pope Francis has set aside this special
“Year of St. Joseph.”

During the year, people can gain a plenary
indulgence. Watch for details and plans for our
parish’s and other area celebrations in future editions
of the “Bulletin” or inserted fliers.




FACING (JP TO SOCIETAL

In the late autumn. our parlsh began a
gertes  of artlcles prompted by the violencs
surrounding the death of Georgs Floyd and the
emergenca of the “Black Lives Matter” campalgn.
We started with a serles of “Sullstin™ fMlers and
prefaced each with this Infrodwction:

“i1 IS IMPOS5INE 10 IgNOVe The CUMMaNT crisis
in the Iife of our nauon. It is @ prvoTal MOoMent /M our
quest @0 be muly “one namon under God.” I is im-
possibie 10 avoud OUr CONSCIENCEes” Nagging
quesTion: “Am [ a bigor 77 It Is Impossibie to Ignove
the moral iImplcanons for those who follow Chist it
I5 iImpoassike for the spimual ieaders of lecal pansh
COMMUNImes o sidesmep thewr leadership dumes m
the face of This enisis. | don'T know abour you, but
whanaver a ¢risis looms, | Tend 1o mTailectualize IT —
mind over heart 15 my go-io mode of avoidance. |
rerear N0 my head. For the naxt few weaks. the
“Bullenn” will CONIIN INSTS about people of color
who Wved holy Ives
within ~ the  Carholc
Church and white men
and women who TDOK
their par. Excerprs from
the Mass Collects and
Prefacas will show how
concern for equaity and
Justice has permaared

Catholic  Imurgy  for
canmnes. Once ! Think

wa've Sumounded our-
elvas with bona fide wi-
nesses, | will reprint an
armcle Dby Archbishop
Willam Lon of Balwmore
raking us through a Cath-
olic parspaciive on why
Black Livas Mamer. Then
wWa as a pansh will do
something - or some
tings - ™0 De In Soi-
darmy.”

Wa did meat of
thoas things. Af the Hims, _
cur Parlsh Councll had =
heped that the final atep
In the parish's program |
might be a round table s
discusslon  with  bocal —
volcas from sducatlom and law snforcemsant Tha
continuing struggle fo deal responsily with the
pandemilc has cancellsd our plans for such a forum.
Az a substifute, | offer thie reflaction from an
Inalghtful sociologlcal study called The Warmzh of
Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Grear
Migramon, by lsabsl Wikerson. She looks at the
years of paak migratken from the South fo ciiles In
the Morth and the wWest throwgh the leng of four
famillas, making hsr work boeth Simely and engaging.

&

PERSONAL PREJDICE

Lst me begin, howsver, by falking about
growing uwp prejudiced. In the gensration now
reaching s ssnlor years, blgotry was com-
mizplace. The “N-word™ was bandled about, soms-
timee Innocucusly, more often with mallce. But
disdalnful shibbxleths of all sorts were tha norm
back then. | hesltate sven fo typs this sordid litany,
but | think the use of thess vulgarkems will sarve 3
greater purpose. 'Who, among thoss growing up In
the fortles, fiftles and slxcties, doss not remember
hearing | or, sadly, using ) such words as Kike,
Sheenia, Ditsoon, Schwarze, Dago, Wap, Chink,

Polack, Spie, Kraur, Guinea, Melanzana | oun-
ced In the Brond as =moo-len-yan,” hough It
were Chiness rather thanm adan ), and o forth.
The Wst iz discouragingly long and  sadly ubl-
qultous.

Efhimle, raclal and rellglous bigotry 1=
traceabls

back to 1:!1a mll:l ninafesnth cenfury. AR 2 most
,- virulent It gave rize to the Whig
|. or “Ho Hothing® Pariy,

dedlcatad to ledationist
International pollcy and rabdd
antl-Catholle, anfl-Jewish, anfl-

Al |

ﬁ A Black and  anfl-lmmigrant

.;'l‘é policlss at homs. Catholcs

TR were called “macksral-anap-
i pers” because of the Friday

abatinence rule. My mother, as
a tesnager In the 1320°'s, daalt
with algns on business doors
reading “No Irlzh Meed Apply.”
48 a youmgster, and  even
among my pasrs In the majer
gaminary, | was balitiad tor my
Ialkan  haritags. Wa Klds
moatly grew thick skins and lat
Ingults roll off our backs. 'Wa
pave 35 good as we got | But,
it it did hurt our feslings, wa
gaerm not fo have besn awars
that owvr own use of such terms
was equally hurthul fo others.

Sti, both the hurt and
the saplts may have bsen
gomewhat relative. Hera's a

from my own childhood (o
IHu=trata:

My parents often used disparaging
language 1o refer 1o people of coior. So dvd all their
brothers and sisters and in-laws. I was taken for
granted. One Christmas might, my family was
drrving on 3 broad Bronx thoroughfare, enroure 1o
VisiT relanves. i1 was reeming rain and, despie the
Seel lamps, very, very dark. Suddenly, 3 biack
woman, dressed In dark clothing, damed ouT
berasen Two parked cars along the curbsae of the
rogodway. A car Just ahead of OUrs Smuck the
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woman and sped off To my chagrn, my mother
made my dad srop our car. She gor our and ar-
rempred 10 355I5T the woman. When the lady couwid
not get up off the cold, Wel pavement, mom Srood
In the pouring ran, hokding an umbvella over the
mnjured woman, unoi hedp armived. In the car, | was
anIsy. eager ro geT Gn oUr Way 10 589 COUSINS. Once
On oUur WAy agan, in my penHant, Ignorant M-
nocence | confronred her, saying, “ don’t under-
stand. You're always saying ‘N-F this and ‘N-° thar
Why déd we stop for @ colored person??” Aston-
Ished ar my remark, she said, “Perer. this Was
another human being. She was hurL She nesded our
halp. We had 1o stop. Shame on you!™ Compassion

rumped prejudice.

Haverihelsas, as thelr nelghborhoods el
Into wnban dscay, the prevalllng namative of
Bronxlies blamsad It on the Infue of peopls of color
mizwing from the South and on Pusrte Ricans com-
Ing from the leland sseking a bafter fa. In fact, |
recall our paster - & broadmindesd, principled
gentleman - begging nie parkshlonsrs from the
pulpit to stop thalr mass exodus from the nalghbor-
heod a8 people of color began moving In. He was
preaied with atoeny alleance and afisrwards spoken of
with ublguifous distain and rdiculs 1

The book | referenced abows ls a lengthy
sfudy proving the falslty of such a tunnel-wislonsd
and bigofed atittuds. The remalnder of this sssay
will offer excerpts from the book. [ Edimor's nore:
The excerprs are adited for fength, conmnury and
avoMance of repennous phrasing. They are iden-
mfied by Using rackers and mancs. |

= _ . the Migratien led to the froubles of
tha wrban HMorth, most scholare [ wnol guie
recany ] blaming the dysfunction of the Inner citles
on the migranfs . . . [ who ]| were cast as poor
linterates who Imported out-of-wedlock birihs,
Joblesaness and walfars dependency wheraver they
went . . . .

Hawly avallable census
records suggest the opposite fo
ba frus. According to & growing
bady of ressarch, the migrants
wers, It turns out, better sducated
than thoas they left behind In tha
South and, on the whols, had
nearly a8 many ysars of adu-
catlon as those they sncountarad
In the Morth [and, according ro
SUdves cfmad earirer in the book,
lagged behind their northern
white counterparrs by less than
one grade level despie rheir
segregared southern  schoaols
being deprived of the learming

materials and funds deemed essenmal for pubic
educamon | Compared fo Northern Blacks already
thars, the migrants wers mors llkely to bs marrled
and te remain married. more llkely fo ralas thelr
children In two-parent households and more |ikely
fo ba employed . . . &8 3 group, managsd to sam
highser Incomeas . - . . They were less |ikely fo be
on welfare . . . parfly because they had come =o far,
had expariencad such hard times [ in their Southemn
communiias | and ware willlng to work lenger
hours or gacond Jobs In positlons . . . hardly
anyons slse wanted . . . . Indspendsnt studiss
are In unanimous agres-ment . . . .

[ Edimor's nore: moch of the research lead-
ing o these Andings I5 the work of SOCIOIOGISTS
Stewar Toinay, Kyle Crowder, Larry H. Long and
Lynne Helman. The material was drawn from
pubiicamons in the late 805 and the Mrst decade of
Tha TwenIy-Nrst century. ]

- . - Whers things did go awry, It tumad ot
tnat the lomger the migrants wers szposed fo the
northern cliles, the mors wulnerable some becams
fo the troubles of the pre-sxisting world thay had
entered. [ Le. JobIeSsness, SysTamic wairara, sub-
sance abuse, dysfuncoonal families, e, | . . .
the migrants who stumbled were brought down by
the conditions of the northern cities, not the other
way around. Instead of thinking of southam mi-

grants as the ‘culpriis’ Inchangss . . . it may b
more accurata to think of them as the ‘wicima® of

thelr new resldential millsw.

- . . the century batween Reconstruction
[ Le. from the Emancipamnion Proclamanion and the
end of the Crvil War through the emergence of the
Ku Kiux Klan and the creaoon of the “Am Crow™
laws | and the end of the Great Migratien perhaps
may be s8en 38 the necessary stage of upheaval
. . @ transition from an era when one race owned
another to an era when the dominant clazs gave up
ownarship but kept control . . . at all
cosfe, using violence . . . fo the
gwentual acceptance of the servani
casts Inte the mainstream. The Great
Migraflon was the final braak from an
abuslve unlon with the South . . . a
step In fresing not Just the paopls who
fad buf akso the country - . - .

Perhaps s . . . a qusation
of how they summoned the courags to
leave . . . of how they found Ehs will

to press beyond the forces against
tham and the falth in & cowuniry that
had rejacted them for 20 long. By thelr
actlons they did not dream  the
amertcan Dream, thay willed £ Info
belng. . . ."
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