MASSES & INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, JANUARY 5, 2019
4:30 P.M. MASS – Fran Meaux, Benton Smith, Evelyn Sandell,
Paul LaFleur, Freddy Gorman, Elmo Smith, Lloyd Taylor, John &
Virginia Spears Fly., Keith LeJuene, Sonja Billodeaux,
Seminarians, Angelle L. Durio, Linda LeJeune
SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2019
7:30 A.M. MASS – Pro Populo (For the People)
10:00 A.M. MASS – Carol & Keith Deshotel, Leonard
Beaubouef & Sons, Edward & Ora Peloquin, Rodney & Jerry
Bushnell, Timothy Childers, Todd & Kellie Manuel Fly.
MONDAY, JANUARY 7, 2019
6:30 A.M. MASS – D. C. Reed, Jr.
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2019
NO MASS
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2019
6:30 A.M. MASS – Frank Mougeot Fly., Liv. & Dec.
THURSDAY, JANUARY 10, 2019
6:30 A.M. MASS – Joseph Beaubouef Fly.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 11, 2019
12:05 P.M. MASS – Shannon & Kristen Mancil
SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 2019
4:30 P.M. MASS – Fran Meaux, Benton Smith, Frank Mougeot,
Evelyn Sandell, David Dugas, Elaine Dugas, Paul LaFleur,
Freddy Gorman, Elmo Smith, Rodney & Jerry Bushnell, Lloyd
Taylor, Sonja Billodeaux, Jerome & Blanche Haas, Jack
Johnson, Helin McCauley Fly., Liv. & Dec., Martin Goodly
SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 2019
7:30 A.M. MASS – Pro Populo (For the People)
10:00 A.M. MASS – Carol & Keith Deshotel, Leonard
Beaubouef & Sons, Rodney & Pereda Fontenot, LeRoy
Fontenot, Joan Bertrand, Ryan Rozas Fly., F. Jacob S. Conner,
Joseph & Susana Beaubouef Fly., Shannon & Kristen Mancil

_________________________________________________
Collection Dec. 22/23
Christmas Masses
2nd Collection for Christmas Charities
Last Week’s Collection
BSA Total to Date (Quota - $11,609.00)
Building Fund to Date
Priests Retirement Fund (quota $1,409.00)
2nd Collection Next Weekend for Building Fund

$3,572.81
$2,838.00
$ 547.00
$2,661.00
$7,837.88
$12,685.15
$1,445.05

PRAYER LIST
Tyler Alexander, Robert Andrews, Amy Bairnsfather, Phil Beard, Charles
Beaubouef, Georgia Bell Baggett, Tyler Bellow, Jocie Bergeron, John O’Neal
Bergeron, Alvin Billodeaux, M/M Lincoln Briscoe, Margaret Briscoe, Deanne
LeBlanc Broussard, Ambrose Bushnell, Bernice Bushnell, Belle Carrier,
David & Natalie Carrier, Linda Beaubouef Cazes, JoAnn Cormier, Gordon
Cotton, Brittany Courville, Jeane Daigle, Aiden & Renlee’ Darbonne, Louise
Guidry Darbonne, Donna Dunnehoo, Noah Ferry, David Fontenot, Zaylen
Frank, Tim Germany, James & Jill Gilbert & Fly., Elaine Giles, Tim Giles,
Phielomone Goodly, Becky Gorman, Dixie Granger, Rachael Granger, Vergie
Granger, Charlene Guidry, Juanita Guidry, Paula Davis Hargrove, Harrison
Harmon, Joseph Harmon, Mildred Harmon, Esther Harmon, Jackie Hebert,
Dolores Holden, Gwen Holder, Bob & Charlene Ireland, John, Shenita &
Perella Jackson, Joey James, Cindy Langley, Essie Langley, Jessica
Lindsey, Brian Manuel, Jennifer L. Manuel, Kevin Manuel, Marlin Manuel,
Wilson Manuel, Larry Marcantel, Brandy McCarty, Christina McNutt, Josh
Miller, Patrica Mikas, Janice Moreau, Brad Morgan, Clifton & Carolyn
Morgan, Howard Patin, Sonya Pickett, Hannah Popillion, Ena Prudhomme &
Fly., Jimmy Prudhomme, Ann Reed, Brenda Dodd Reed, Dara Reed, Gary
Reed, Linda Reed, Leah Rexrode, Don & Debra Rider, Salis & Janice Rider,
Ann Rooney, Fr. Fred Russi, Pat Abshire Savant, Helen Sheeman, Lois
Singleton, Yvonne Smith, Donald Taylor, Ken Taylor, Diana Tichy, Matthew

Truman, Dollyanna Victorian, Kyle Vidrine, Hannah and Linda Voeller, Bruce
Walker, Linda Weldon, Nicole Young, Theresa Young

Vocations Candle and Cross – Mr. & Mrs. Bobby Brandon
Center for Catholic Studies Class Offered
Fr. Nathan Long will offer a class titled: St. Paul, How to listen to and
understand the second reading. Class dates are Jan. 29, Feb. 12, 19,
and 26 from 5:30 – 7:30 pm. Class cost is $50. Register online at
https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=58d33f. For more information call
337-439-7400 or email Marlie Mudd at Marlie.mudd@lcdiocese.org.
Classes will be held at the McNeese Newman Center at 221 Aqua Dr.,
Lake Charles, LA.
Women’s Prayer Luncheon Invitation
Bishop Glen John Provost invites the ladies of the Diocese of Lake
Charles to the Women’s Prayer Luncheon, Wed, Feb 13, at 11:30 AM
at the CHANCERY, 414 Iris Street. The scripture covers 2 Corinthians.
Please read 2 Corinthians 1-4. $15.00 per person. Make checks to
Diocese of Lake Charles. Mail to Victoria Walter, Diocese of Lake
Charles, 411 Iris Street, LC, La. 70601. Deadline to register Feb 8.
Please enclose a self- addressed and stamped envelope for your ticket.
The schedule for the series is Feb 13, Mar 13, April 10 and May 1.
Cursillo News
The Men’s Cursillo will take place January 10–13, 2019. The next
Ultreya for men and women is Sunday, January 13th at 5:00 P.M. in
SJoA church hall. You must be able to receive the sacraments to
attend Cursillo. The next Women’s Cursillo is February 7-10, 2019.

This Week @ SJoA
th
 Sunday, January 6 – Holy Hour at 3:00 P.M. followed by
Epiphany Party with Gumbo for all SJoA Parishioners
th
 Tuesday, January 8 – Ladies Altar Society at 5:30 P.M.
th
 Wednesday, January 9 – ADORATION 7:00 A.M. to 8:00
P.M.; CCD and Youth Group

From Father Conner

Did you know?
That parts of the Mass setting we’re using during the Christmas season
date back to the 900s? Mass II, or Fons Bonitatis (= Fount or Source of
Goodness) is at least 1,100 years old. Innumerable Catholics
throughout the centuries have enjoyed, and been sanctified by, this
Mass setting. It can be a very humbling exercise to stop and consider
realities such as this. What have I, or you for that matter, done to
deserve to belong to such an awesome and holy heritage? The answer
is, we haven’t done anything to merit it, and yet the providence of the
Good God is such that we find ourselves grafted into it.
I would point out, additionally, that Mass II is prescribed for the
Season of Christmas and for some of the more significant feasts of
saints throughout the year. Given its serene and contemplative
character, this makes perfect sense. We have used Mass II for all of our
high Masses during Christmastide and will continue using it at 10:00
o’clock Mass through February 10th. If you haven’t had a chance to
encounter its loveliness yet, I highly encourage you to avail yourself to
that beauty which has sanctified our Catholic ancestors for at least the
last eleven hundred years now.
Prayer of Saint Margaret of Cortona Asking to Love Christ
Thou seest me kneeling before Thee, my Saviour. I desire to love
Thee, to love Thee as much as it is possible to love. I throw myself into
Thy merciful arms, longing to forget myself, to forsake myself
entirely, to think only of Thee, to let myself be led and guided by Thee
alone, my Supreme Good, my treasure, delight of my life by which I
live, the joy which gladdens me, my rest and quiet, the treasure of my
soul, my Bridegroom, my God, my All.

What we believe…why we believe it
Snatched from the Brink
Fr. William Doyle (1873-1917), known best as Fr. Willie, is one of
Catholic Ireland’s most shining gems. This holy priest served as a
military chaplain in World War I and was killed in action, but that isn’t
even the beginning of his claim to sacred fame. There are many stories
told about this great priest from his short life, and this is one such
anecdote.
One night during a mission, Fr. Doyle was returning to the rectory after
confessions in the church when he happened to meet a very young
woman in the street. He stopped her and asked, “My child, aren’t you
out a wee bit late? Won’t you go home?” Then looking directly into
her eyes he added very gently, “Don’t hurt Jesus; He loves you.” Then
Father moved on and soon forgot the incident.
Then two years later, Fr. Doyle received a telegram from his superior,
telling him to go to Dublin. It read: “Please send Father Doyle to
prison. Woman to be executed tomorrow. Asks to see him.”
Fr. Doyle caught a late boat that night and arrived at the prison at five
the next morning. The warden told him about Fanny Cranbush, a girl
of the poor and criminal class who had been convicted of murder for
her part in poisoning someone. When she was brought to prison, she
had asked for the priest who had given a mission in Yarmouth two
years before, and it took them a while to figure out that priest was Fr.
Doyle.
When Fr. Doyle entered the cell, he saw a girl, in her early twenties
sitting with bowed head on the edge of her narrow bunk. She sprang to
her feet and exclaimed, “Oh Father, thank God you’re here!”
“But I don’t know you,” said the priest.
“Don’t you remember, Father? Two years ago you stopped me in the
street one night in Yarmouth. I was a bad girl and have been all my
life. You said to me, ‘My child, aren’t you out a wee bit late? Won’t
you go home? Don’t hurt Jesus; He loves you.’ The look on your face
and the words you said stunned me. Had I hurt Jesus? Did He love me?
Who was He? I knew so little about Him. I’d never prayed…never
even been baptized. For weeks I kept off the streets, but then hunger
drove me out again. I sank lower and lower, until now I’ve come to
this end and will be hanged today. I came here defiant and wanted
nothing to do with any priest or minister. Then your words came back
to me. Something seemed to snap inside me, and I broke down in tears.
My hardness melted, and I felt this overwhelming desire to see you.
Now that you’ve come, will you tell me more about Jesus?” “Do you
mean you wish to become a Catholic?” “Yes, Father, that’s what I
want with all my heart. Please!”
The essential articles of the faith were very quickly explained. Fanny
was then baptized in her cell, and all her evil past was washed away. A
tiny altar was erected in the cell, and Fanny heard her first and last
Mass, and received Jesus in Communion for her first and last time. She
refused her last meal, saying, “I’ve just eaten the Bread of Life.”
As Fanny walked to the scaffold with Fr. Doyle beside her, she
whispered to him, “I’m so happy, Father. Jesus knows I’m sorry for
having hurt Him, and I know that Jesus loves me.” A moment later
Fanny Cranbush, her newly baptized soul perfectly white and
unspotted by sin, was in the arms of Jesus.
The lesson we can learn from this story comes from what transpired
between Fr. Doyle and Fanny two years before her execution.

All Catholics, by virtue of our Baptism and Confirmation, are required
by God to share our holy and ancient faith with non-Catholics so they
can also have the joy of knowing Jesus in the true faith He Himself
established with the New Covenant. Fr. Doyle had only a brief
encounter with Fanny on the street, probably lasting less than thirtyseconds, but God used that encounter when it mattered most to the soul
of Fanny Cranbush.
I’ve been a lay evangelist for thirty years. I’ve actively worked to
convert souls to Catholicism, and have been blessed by the Holy Spirit
with many converts. However, not everyone is called to do what I do,
but we’re all called to do whatever we can. Perhaps a half dozen times
over the last three decades, I’ve dealt with certain people and tried to
interest them in the faith, only to fail in reaching them…at least, I
thought it was failure. In these specific cases, years later I’ve heard
from these folks because they wanted to thank me for sharing with
them, letting me know they were never able to shake my words and
eventually became Catholic. Who knows how many others I’ve tried to
reach experienced the same thing, because the Holy Spirit used the
words He put into my mouth to gradually lead them home to Rome?
The point is this: You don’t have to be a lay evangelist. You don’t
even have to be able to teach the faith or be the saintly sort of person
Fr. Doyle was in order to reach people. You just have to be a Catholic
who knows the faith so you can live the faith, then show God you love
Him by letting your faith be an example to others. When non-Catholics
know you’re a Catholic who lives the faith, God uses the little things
we say and do to reach into their souls. It may not have an effect then,
but years later, and without you ever knowing it in this life, the Holy
Spirit will offer those people the graces of conversion…thanks to you
living the faith as you ought.
Have you ever looked at something that has been embroidered? If you
look at the back side of embroidery, the side not intended to be seen,
it’s ugly and confusing and looks like a real mess. But when you turn it
over to the side that’s intended to be seen, that’s when you can see the
beauty created by the designer and artist who made that embroidery.
Our lives are a divine embroidery. All throughout our lives, all we see
is the chaos and disorder of the back side. It’s not without beauty,
because the thread used is colorful and pretty, but there is no order and
the crossing of all the threads seem senseless and chaotic. And that’s
all God allows us to see in this life, because He expects us to live by
faith and to be faithful to Him in that faith. It’s only when we leave this
life and enter the next, assuming we’ve been judged worthy by Him
because we died free of mortal sin, that we get to turn over the
embroidery that has been our life and see how all the beauty of God’s
masterful work came together for our own good and the good of
others. In other words, that’s when you get to see all the good you did
and how it helped others…even when you didn’t know it.
In the movie It’s a Wonderful Life, George Bailey was given a
tremendous opportunity to see what his world would have been like
had he never been born. Without George, life in his town would have
become ugly. It’s amazing the influence one man can have on those
around him. We can’t have that opportunity, but you can be sure that,
if you live your life the way all good Catholics should, God is using
you to embroider a beautiful work of art on the face of mankind…even
if it’s only a small one. More often than not, the small embroideries are
the best ones.
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SAVE THE DATES
Epiphany Holy Hour followed by Epiphany Party and Gumbo
th
Sunday, January 6 at 3:00 P.M.
SJoA Confirmation Day of Reflection (Mandatory for all Confirmation Students)
st
Monday, January 21 (Martin Luther King Holiday) at the Cursillo Center in Prairie Ronde.
SJoA Day of Prayer and Penance for the Protection of the Unborn
nd
Tuesday, January 22 Adoration from 7:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
SJoA Confirmation
Tuesday, March 19, 2019 at St. Joan of Arc

