
 

Rectory Office 
 

 Phone: 860-628-4713 
 Fax:  860-628-7341 
 E-Mail:  stthomassouthington@gmail.com 
 Web Sites:   www.stthomassouthington.org 
         www.facebook.com/groups/104009621923 

 

St. Thomas Convent 
 

 Address: 20 Eden Place           Southington, CT 
 Phone: 860-621-1904 

 

Office of  Religious Education 
 

 Phone: 860-628-9679 
 E-mail: stchurchre@gmail.com 

 

Southington Catholic School 
 

 Address: 133 Bristol Street      Southington, CT 
 Phone: 860-628-2485 
 Web Site:   www.southingtoncathlolicschool.org 

 
 
 

June 30, 2019 
 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Saint Thomas Church 
99 Bristol Street, Southington, CT 06489-4599 

 

“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
                  if  you have love for one another (John 13:35).” 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM (Church) 

Sunday:  7:30AM & 10:00AM (Church)       
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Monday & Tuesday: 7:30AM(Chapel)  
 Thursday & Friday:12:10PM (Chapel) 

                      Saturday  8:00AM (Chapel) 
 
 

 

Our Parish Mission Statement 
 

We, the Roman Catholic faithful of St. Thomas  
parish, nourished by God’s Word and by the 

Sacraments, welcome and serve the Family of God.   
Through evangelization, education, and spiritual  

development, we demonstrate the true meaning of  
God’s love by living in the image of Christ. 



Parish Staff 
 

Priests 
Rev. Joseph R. Cronin—Pastor 
   fr.cronin@aohct.org 
Rev. John E. Cockayne—(Senior Status) 
 

Deacons 
Angelo J. Coppola—(Senior Status) 
Vincent J. Raby 
 

Music Ministry 
Emil Kopcha—Director 
Kathy Kopcha—Assistant 

 

Office Manager 
Heidi Malley 
 

Business Manager 
Marc Ingriselli 
 

Trustees 
Susan Howard 
Paul Miano 
 

Plant Manager 
Casey Potthoff 
 

Custodial Staff 
Daniel Conant 
Bonnie Guimond 
Marty Lopatosky 
Harry Masterbone 
 

Director of  Religious Ed. 
Sr. Marie Roccapriore, MPF 
 

Southington 
Catholic School 

 

Principal 
Eileen Sampiere 
 

Office Manager 
Loretta Putala 
 

Advancement Director 
Mary Alexander 

Sanctuary Candles 
 

Church: Mr. & Mrs. James Manware 

75th Wedding Anniversary    
Requested by James & Assunta 

 

Chapel: Those traveling this summer 

 

Rectory Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 8AM-4PM 

SATURDAY, JUNE 29—Saints Peter & Paul, Apostles 

 8:00AM  Antonio & Alba Sperti,  Pietro & Immacolata 

Altieri     Requested by Jerry & Vittoria Altieri  
   

 4:00PM Mary & Vincent Mulligan      Requested by daughter 

 

SUNDAY,  JUNE 30—13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7:30AM Deaceased Members of Cusano & Ortale 

Families   Requested by Erminia Cusano & family 

 10:00AM  John & Marie Ravenscroft—Anniversary 

Remembrance       Requested by Anthony & Melissa 

Cop & family 
 

MONDAY, JULY 1—St. Junipero Serra, Priest 

 7:30AM  Peter Roccapriore    Requested by Ginger Roccapriore 
 

TUESDAY, JULY 2—Weekday 

 7:30AM Paul Thompson            Requested by Parents & family 
   
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 3—St. Thomas, Apostle 

NO MASS ON WEDNESDAYS 
 

THURSDAY,  JULY 4—Weekday 

 12:10PM  The parishioners of St. Thomas Church  
    

FRIDAY,  JULY 5— St. Anthony Zaccaria, Priest;  

   St. Elizabeth of Portugal 

 12:10PM  Peter & Gerry Roccapriore    
   Requested by the Sisters of St. Thomas Church 

 

SATURDAY, JULY 6—St. Maria Goretti, Virgin & Martyr 

 8:00AM  Patrick Baker                             Requested by family  
   

 4:00PM Robert Gionfriddo—Birthday Remembrance 
  Requested by wife 

 

SUNDAY,  JULY 7—14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 7:30AM Isabella Griswold       
   Requested by Vincenzo & Maria Caico  

 10:00AM  Raymond F. Derynioski               Requested by wife 



       Father Joe’s Notes         
My dear friends, 
 

 Once again, hackers and scammers have 

worked to email and text parishioners here 

using my name.  These will say, “I need a 

favor.”   Know this, I will neither ask you 

for online donations (other than the ones 

you schedule with the secure site for online 

giving with Our Sunday Visitor), nor will I 

ever ask for gift cards (other than ones we need for the giving 

tree at Christmas time).  Anytime you’re asked for a donation 

that can’t be traced, it should be viewed warily.  You won’t 

hear me ask for amazon gift cards.  I only email you about 

meetings and just text family and friends, or the staff when 

they have questions.   I ‘ve always said that I’m going to ask 

you for a favor face to face, where I can guilt you!  If you get 

texts or emails, just ignore them and delete them.  We do our 

fundraising here with letters, the bulletin notices, and with 

announcements at Mass.  We’re old school! 
 

 There has been a recent increase in going after funds by 

posing as non-profits, like churches, schools, and charities.  

They know people will respond better to a known entity.  

What they hope for is that you don’t check the email address 

or phone number. By presenting hardship cases, they pull at 

your heart.  Once moved, they count on you not bothering to 

check where you’re sending donations.  Never send them as a 

code in an email, wired with online currency, or in any other 

anonymous way.  There are good people doing great work in 

the world, and by all means support your favorite charities, 

but make sure it goes to the people you truly intend to help.  

Be a savvy consumer, even with charities. 
 

 It’s so sad that this happens.  I get angry every time I 

confront another scam.  I hate seeing good people being 

tricked or abused.  Having said all that, there’s one good 

thing I see.  These scams are able to work because you’re 

kind and generous.  You care about others.  You want to 

respond to honest pleas to help your brothers and sisters in 

need.  That’s a cause to rejoice.  Despite 

the worst, you choose be the best and love.  

That’s wonderful.  You are doing the work 

of Christ by helping people who need hope.  

Your generous nature is a wonderful thing, 

just don’t let anyone take advantage of that.  

Make sure what you give goes where it 

should to help how you intended it.  Check 

the contact information of the people soliciting help.  Is the 

email address real, including the proper email service 

provider information (the @something.com or org)?  Is the 

phone number really the number of the company?  Will they 

take a check that can be traced and cancelled if need be?  

Continue to be people who care, but watch how you do. 
 

 Could you do me a favor?  Don’t respond to emails from 

me asking for favors!  Just don’t stop caring.  Be wise and 

savvy, but not cynical and jaded.  Care, but be aware! 
 

Hopefully yours in Christ, Fr. Joe 

Question: Father, was St. Mary Magdalene a prostitute? 
 

Answer: No.  The idea that she was comes from bad 

scholarship.  What we know of her is that she was a follower 

of Jesus from whom he had cast out seven demons (Luke 

8:2).  She is often confused with Mary of Bethany, who 

anoints Jesus feet and dries them with her hair (John 12:3), 

and Mary of Egypt, a repentant prostitute who lived three and 

half centuries after Mary Magdalene.  We do know that Jesus 

ate and spoke with sinners, tax collectors, and prostitutes, so 

we would expect to be told if she were a repentant prostitute.  

The Bible never tells us this.  Some construe it from details 

that she had demons driven out of her and that she had 

money.  Where would a woman get money in that day and 

age?  Well, the title “Magdalene” may answer that.  Magdala 

was a major fishing town on the Sea of Galilee that generated 

great wealth for the nation.  (Most of Herod the Tetrarchs 

wealth came from here, also explaining how Joanna, the wife 

of Herod’s steward Chuza, also could have come to follow 

Jesus.)  Mary is from this town, and may have controlled 

fishing vessels there.  This would have put her in contact with 

fishermen, like Peter and Andrew, who didn’t have boats of 

their own.  That would have brought her into the center of the 

group around Jesus.  What we do know is that she was a 

follower of Christ who helped fund his public ministry and 

the work of his disciples.  She was present at the Crucifixion 

and the Resurrection.  She was the first messenger of the 

Lord’s rising, and so earns her the title of ‘Apostle to the 

Apostles’.  That we know for certain.  The idea that she was a 

prostitute is just bad storytelling. 

   Ask Father    

Readings for the week of June 30, 2019 

 

Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11  

  [cf. 5a]/  Gal 5:1, 13-18/Lk 9:51-62 

Monday: Gn 18:16-33/Ps 103:1b-2, 3-4, 8-9, 10-11 [8a]/ 

  Mt 8:18-22 

Tuesday: Gn 19:15-29/Ps 26:2-3, 9-10, 11-12 [3a]/Mt 8:23-27 

Wednesday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/ 

  Jn 20:24-29 

Thursday: Gn 22:1b-19/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [9]/Mt 9:1-8 

Friday: Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67/Ps 106:1b-2, 3-4a, 4b-5  

     [1b]/Mt 9:9-13 

Saturday: Gn 27:1-5, 15-29/Ps 135:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6 [3a]/ 

  Mt 9:14-17 

Next Sunday: Is 66:10-14c/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 [1]/ 

  Gal 6:14-18/Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 or 10:1-9 



    Parish Information       
Devotions & Groups 

 

 

Holy Hours    In the chapel—rectory basement 

Tuesdays: 11:00AM—Noon (for vocations) 

Thursdays: 11:00AM—Noon (with Benediction) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
In the chapel—rectory basement 

Thursdays 8:00AM—11:00AM  
 

Miraculous Medal Novena  
In the chapel—rectory basement 

Tuesdays at 7:00PM 
 

Italian Rosary Group 
First Tuesday of each month—7:30PM (Parish Center) 
 

Lap Blanket Ministry 
Parishioners make blankets for patients in local health 

care facilities .  Anyone who crochets is invited to join 

us in the church basement.  One Wednesday Evening a 

month 7:00-8:15PM.  Next Meeting—September. 
 

Ladies Guild 
The Ladies Guild meets the first Monday 

of each month, and hosts hospitality each  

first Sunday. They do not meet in July 

and August. 
 

Bible Study Group 
We have finished our study of 

Genesis and will take the summer 

off.  We will be reading Exodus  in 

the Fall. Plan to join us! 

Thursdays at 1:30PM and 7:00PM 

In the Chapel (Rectory basement) 

(Both classes cover the same material—you need only attend one) 

Sacraments 
 

Baptism 
Parents, contact the rectory to schedule a 

baptism. There’s a preparation meeting for 

parents having their first child baptized. 
 

RCIA—Adult Sacraments 
Anyone interested in becoming Catholic, give us a call! 
 

Reconciliation 
Confessions are Saturday from 3:00 PM until 3:30 PM 

in the reconciliation room in the church, or you could 

call to make an appointment with Father Joe. 
 

Marriage 
We need six months for marriage preparation.  Couples 

should contact Father Joe to schedule a meeting. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 
Should you, or someone you know, need an anointing, 

please call Father Joe at the rectory to schedule a visit. 
 

Homebound / Hospital 
Please, contact the rectory if you or a 

family member is homebound or in the 

hospital.  We can arrange for a 

Eucharistic Minister to bring you the 

Blessed Sacrament at home. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

St. Thomas Cemetery 
 

 

If you or your family are looking to purchase a plot or 

niche in the columbarium, give us a call in the rectory 

office.  We will have our Plant Manager, Casey 

Potthoff, meet with you and explain the options for 

graves and markers.  Please, call the rectory to schedule 

Sponsor Certificates 
 

They’re available in the sacristy or in the rectory office.  

You must be an active parishioner, registered with our 

parish for at least 6 months.  The use of the envelopes helps 

verify that you’re an active parishioners.  You must also 

have completed your Sacraments of Initiation and be in a 

valid marriage.  If you have question, call us. 

New Parishioners 
 

Welcome to St. Thomas!  We’re delighted to have you join 

us. Introduce yourself to Father or the Deacons after Mass.  

Parish registration forms are available in the sacristy and 

the rectory office.  Take one for the family, and a separate 

form for each member.  Once completed, mail them to us 

or drop them in the collection basket.   

Collections for June 23
rd

 
 

Weekly $5858/ Mission $2641 / Online $1439 



¤   Southington Catholic School  ¤ 

St. Thomas 
Religious Ed. À 
ENROLLMENT NOW! 

 

We are currently enrolling students for the 

2019-2020 school year.  Grades one 

through eight will meet on Mondays in the 

school at TWO TIMES.  The first session 

is 4:15-5:30PM and the second is 6:00-

7:15PM.  We will have one class of each 

grade offered during each session.  

Confirmation students in ninth and tenth 

grade will meet Sunday evenings in the 

school 6:00-7:30PM.  Registration forms 

will be given to the children currently 

enrolled, and they are available in the rectory 

office.  Registration forms must be 

submitted by June 30th, or a late fee will 

be added to the registration fee. Call Sister 

Get on board with us!  
Registering for the 

 2019-2020 school year!! 
There is still time to get on board with 

Southington Catholic School—Fall 2019!  
 

The Admissions Office at Southington Catholic School will 

continue to accept registrations over the summer months 

Call 860-628-2485 to arrange a convenient time to visit and 

explore the advantages of small class sizes with very 

challenging academics at SCS.  We enroll students from 

PreK 3 through 8th grade.   

HELP OUR SCHOOL!!! 
 

MATCHING GRANTS 
 

Does your employer participate in a “matching” 

donor program? Several large corporations in 

our  region will match your donation to a 

verified non-profit, such as a Catholic school.  

Is your company one that will reward their 

employees for volunteer hours to a non-profit?  

You might be surprised! Please call the 

Advancement Office (860-628-2485 ext 114)  at 

Southington Catholic School for more 

information on how you can partner in 

supporting Catholic education in our town.  

OUR STUDENTS THANK YOU! 
 

These are some local companies that match 

donations to Catholic Schools:  AETNE; Cigna; 

Bank of America; Travelers; Eversource; 

Stanley/Black and Decker; ING; Barnes Group 

Foundation; United Health Group. 
 

If your employer isn’t listed, ask them if they 

would match your donation! 



  
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                         Altar Flowers 
             The floral arrangements in our sanctuary  

              enhance our liturgical setting.  The donation  

             for flowers is $100.00.  If you would like to                  

          sponsor or dedicate the floral arrangements 

         in memory of someone, please contact the  

         rectory.  The dedication and donation will 

          be acknowledged in the bulletin that week. 

         This Weekõs Flowers: For Mr. & Mrs. 
James Manware-75th Wedding Anniversary 

Do you have questions 

about the faith?  
 

RCIA Class is being formed  
 

Are you interested in becoming a 

Catholic or know someone who 

is?  Are you a baptized Catholic, 

but you never received your other 

Sacraments?  We can help!  We 

will be forming a new group for 

our RCIA group (Rite of Christian 

Initiation for Adults).  This class 

will prepare people for baptism, 

reception in the faith, and 

Confirmation at the Easter Vigil.  

Call the rectory with any questions 

or if you wish to register. 

CALLING ALL GOLFERS!  
 

Bread for Life is holding its 3rd 

annual golf tournament on Thursday, 

July 18th at Hawk’s Landing Country 

Club.   Please join us for our golf 

tournament and take a swing against 

hunger!   We welcome golfers and 

sponsors.   All proceeds will benefit 

Bread for Life’s mission to insure that 

no one goes hungry in our 

community.  Call 860-276-8389 or 

check out our website 

at www.southingtonbreadforlife.org  

for more details.  

 

Knights of Columbus 
 

The Knights of Columbus 

Council 15 will be holding a 

monthly 3rd degree meeting on 

July 10, 2019 at 7:00pm at 

Mary Our Queen Church 

Hall.  All 3rd degree members 

are asked to attend.     

Rachelõs Vineyard 
 

People may face a wide variety of emotions 

following an abortion, often time many years later.  

Rachel’s Vineyard helps by offering a process to 

find restoration, renewal, and healing.  It’s a 

therapy for the soul, helping people experience 

forgiveness, finding peace, and restoring lives.  

There will be a retreat in Litchfield the weekend of 

November 8th through 10th.  If you would like to 

find out more, or need to speak to someone now, 

contact Marie Laffin at 203-631-9030 or email her 

at mlaffin@prolifeministry.org.   

Stewardship  
 

“To him Jesus said, ‘No one who sets a hand to the 

plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the 

Kingdom of God.” Luke 9:62 
 

We are called to share our first fruits, not our leftovers. 

Stewardship entails total commitment, not a nervous 

looking over our shoulders to see if we can afford this 

commitment. 
 

Based on 

reflections 

prepared by 

Reverend Thomas 

Gentile and 

the Office of 

Mission 

Advancement 

http://www.southingtonbreadforlife.org/


 

Della Vecchia Funeral Home 
860-628-2293     www.dellavecchiafh.com 

 

Manor Inn 
860-628-9877      Manorinnrestaurant.com 

 

Al Joy Tire Service 
860-628-2728 

 

Youssef B. Khawaja, MD 
Internal Medicine & Endocrinology 

860-621-9353 
 

Plantsville Funeral Home 
860-621-4656 

www.plantsvillefuneralhome.com 
 

Giovanni’s Pizzeria 
860-621-2299 

 

Dow Gutters 
860-726-0045 

 

Landscapes Unlimited 
Residential and Commercial        860-621-7820 

 

Pest Control 2000,LLC 
860-628-8783 

 

Ragozzino’s Deli & Catering 
860-621-6979 

 

Serfafino Pharmacy, INC 
860-628-7979 

www.stores.healthmart.com/serafinopharmacy 
 

Religious Teachers Filippini 
860-621-1904          www.filippiniusa.org 

 

Waste Material Trucking Company, INC 
Residential & Commercial     860-747-6816 

 

Showcase Realty Inc. 
176 North Main Street—Southington   860-276-2000 

 

Patrick Baker & Sons 
Religious goods and supplies 

1-800-243-6385      www.ChurchGoods.com 
 

PN Auto Body & Repair 
860-793-1999 

 

V.Nanfito 
Remodeling & Repairs         860-621-6898 

 

CV Tool Company  
860-621-0494 

 

Volpe & Sons Automotive 
860-628-0067 

 

Della Porta  EyeCare, LLC 
860-582-0702  www.bristoleyes.com 

 

Franciscan Home Care  and Hospice Care 
203-238-1441   www.FranciscanHC.org  

 

Paul Gregory’s—Bistro & Catering 
860-621-9999 

 

Plantsville Family Dental 
860-621-2700         www.plantsvillefamily dental.com 

 

Connecticut Casualty Company  
1-800-922-2886      www.ctcasualty.com 

 

Catholic Cemeteries Association of the  

Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc. 
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Caring for Godõs Acre: 

St. Thomas Cemetery  
 

Cemeteries can be beautiful and 

attractive, or they can be 

cluttered and untidy.  The 

appearance depends upon the 

cemetery regulations.  Only by 

your cooperation and adherence 

to these rules, and by our strict 

enforcement, can we maintain it. 
 

Upright Monument Lots: The planting of 

annuals is permitted only in the 10 inch area 

directly in front of the monument, not to 

exceed the length of the monument.  (When 

burials are on both sides of the stone—front 

and back, annuals may be planted 10 inches in 

front of the stone and behind it, also not 

exceeding the width of the monument.)  Wood 

mulch is allowed on the planting area, but you 

may not use gravel, stone, or crushed rubber.  

Edging and fencing is prohibited.  Nothing is 

allowed to be attached to the monuments. 

Flush Marker Lots: Planting of flowers is 

prohibited. 

Artificial Decorations of any kind are not 

permitted between March 15th and November 

20th.  Pumpkins and other fruit are not allowed 

for decorations.  Vases, bottles, cans, lights, 

and candles are prohibited. 

Potted Plants and flower boxes at upright 

monument plots and flush marker plots are 

allowed only during the week (7 days, 

including and following) of these holidays: 

Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday, Mothers’ Day, 

Memorial Day, and Fathers’ Day.  Potted 

plants dug into the soil will be removed 

immediately.  Please note – palms are blessed 

and should not be used to decorate graves. 

New Shrubbery is not permitted on individual 

lots.  Existing shrubs will be removed by the 

cemetery workers at such time as they become 

overgrown.  Please note: roses are shrubs. 

Pets are not allowed in the cemetery. 

Drinking alcoholic beverages or consumption 

of illegal drugs is prohibited. 

The Speed limit for driving in the cemetery is 

15MPH.  


