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October 27, 2019 
 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Saint Thomas Church 
99 Bristol Street, Southington, CT 06489-4599 

 

òBy this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
                  if you have love for one another (John 13:35).ó 

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM (Church) 

Sunday:  7:30AM & 10:00AM (Church)       
 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Monday & Tuesday: 7:30AM (Chapel)  
Thursday & Friday: 12:10PM (Chapel) 

                      Saturday: 8:00AM (Chapel) 

 

Our Parish Mission Statement 
 

We, the Roman Catholic faithful of St. Thomas  
parish, nourished by Godõs Word and by the 

Sacraments, welcome and serve the Family of God.   
Through evangelization, education, and spiritual  

development, we demonstrate the true meaning of  
Godõs love by living in the image of Christ. 



Parish Staff 
 

Priests 
Rev. Joseph R. CroninñPastor 
   fr.cronin@aohct.org 
Rev. John E. Cockayneñ(Senior Status) 
 

Deacons 
Angelo J. Coppolañ(Senior Status) 
Vincent J. Raby 
 

Music Ministry  
Emil KopchañDirector 
Kathy KopchañAssistant 

 

Office Manager 
Heidi Malley 
 

Business Manager 
Marc Ingriselli 
 

Trustees 
Susan Howard 
Paul Miano 
 

Plant Manager 
Casey Potthoff 
 

Custodial Staff 
Daniel Conant 
Bonnie Guimond 
Marty Lopatosky 
Harry Masterbone 
 

Director of  Religious Ed. 
Sr. Marie Roccapriore, MPF 
 

Southington 
Catholic School 

 

Principal 
Eileen Sampiere 
 

Office Manager 
Loretta Putala 
 

Advancement Director 
Mary Alexander 

Sanctuary Candles 
 

 

Church: Virgilio Iacobuccið1st Anniv. 
Requested by his family 

 

Chapel: For The Homeless 

 

Rectory Office Hours 
MondayðFriday 8AM-4PM 

SATURDAY, October 26ðWeekday 

Y 8:00AM  Antonio & Carmelinda DelSanto   
   Requested by daughter and family 
 

Y 4:00PM  Nicholas DeLuco       Requested by family 

 

SUNDAY,  October 27ð30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Y 7:30AM Francesca & Giovanni Colaccino, Peter & 

Immacolata Altieri          Req. by Joe, Anna, & family  

Y 10:00AM Mary Kopcha       Requested by Emil & Kathy Kopcha 
 

MONDAY, October 28ðWeekday 

Y 7:30AM   Michael Bengston   Requested by Rosemarie Tedesco 
 

TUESDAY, October 29ðWeekday 

Y 7:30AM   Diane DiLorenzo & Mary Raffonello   
   Requested by the DiLorenzo & Rossignol families 
 

WEDNESDAY, October 30ðWeekday 

NO MASS ON WEDNESDAYS 
 

THURSDAY,  October 31ðWeekday 

Y 12:10PM  Gennaro & Maria DelBuono 
   Requested by their daughter and family 

    

FRIDAY,  November 1ð All Saints Day 

Y 7:30AM   Lois Grimaldi  Requested by the 7:30 Club 

Y 12:10PM   Anthony Vecchio            Requested by wife & family 

Y 7:30PM   Sarah Kolosky Borrelli    
   Requested by John & Diane Kolosky 

 

SATURDAY, November 2ðAll Souls Day 

Y 8:00AM  Media Lacombe             Requested by grandson, Larry 
 

Y 4:00PM  Deceased members of the Italian Rosary Society 
Requested by the Italian Rosary Society 

 

SUNDAY,  November 3ð31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Y 7:30AM Guarino Zacchia          Req. by wife, Angela & family  

Y 10:00AM Guiseppe & Marta Scirocco  
   Requested by the Plourd Family 

Y 6:00PM   Deceased Parishioners of St. Thomas Church 



\       Father Joeõs Notes       \  
My dear friends, 
 

 This Thursday will be Halloween.  I 

remember how exciting a holiday this 

was when I was a child.  We would 

pick costumes and get dressed up.  We 

would carve pumpkins into Jack-

OôLanterns.  We would decorate the 

house and play with friends.  Above all 

else, there was the promise of free 

candy!  What could be better than 

that?!?  It was all just so much fun. 
 

 As an adult, I look at Halloween 

differently.  I think now, what were our parents doing?  We 

spend a lifetime telling children not to talk to strangers or 

accept candy from people they donôt know.  On this night, 

itôs fine to go to houses of unknown people and take treats 

from them.  We tell children to be safe and look where 

theyôre going.  On this night, we send children out on 

roadways in dark outfits with masks that impede their vision 

and hide their identities.  We work hard to raise children to 

respect others and mind how we treat their property.  Around 

this holiday, we condone young people basically vandalizing 

and telling people give me what I want or Iôll get you.  (What 

else does ñtrick or treatò mean?)  Thereôs a comic lunacy to 

the mixed messages.  It all seems odd to me now as an adult. 
 

 Not to be a killjoy, but I wonder if the mixed messages like 

this cause young people to ignore the rules.  You always see 

those investigative reports where children who are taught the 

right things donôt follow those guidelines when theyôre not 

being watched.  They end up getting in cars with strangers 

who ask for directions.  They end up picking up the gun 

when they are warned of the dangers.  It just makes me think 

that we should explain how something like Halloween is a 

special occasion and they are being 

supervised, but the rules still apply.  

Maybe it would help keep them safe while 

they still have fun.  We could enjoy the 

holiday while we work to control the 

consequences. 
 

 There are times in life we just go along 

with things because thatôs the way it is.  

We donôt question certain things or think 

about the consequences.  Sometimes, we 

ought to look at these issues in life or 

society and think about whatôs happening.  

Maybe we can question how things operate or policies in our 

communities.  There are times to examine the laws.  We can 

ask how we treat people.  From time to time, we should 

evaluate if weôre sending mixed messages. 
 

 This is true of churches.  We speak of the love of Jesus, but 

sometimes we get awful judgmental.  We believe in 

forgiveness and mercy, but sometimes condemnation or even 

fear of damnation overwhelms us.  We want to share peace 

and joy with all people.  Thatôs true, until another person sits 

in my pew or gets involved in MY ministry!  When we donôt 

look to see if our actions back what we say, we start to 

undermine our own beliefs.  It sends a message to people that 

Catholics are thoughtless or cruel.  We can do better.  We can 

still live our lives and practice our faith, but we should ask 

how it looks to others we would like to join us.  That helps 

correct for some of the mixed messages.  When we do this, 

we can honestly say we are trying our best. 
 

Happily yours in Christ, Fr. Joe 

Question: Father, what does it mean in the Bible when it 

speaks about the fall of Joseph?  Did he sin and get punished? 
 

Answer:  No, he did not.  Joseph was a faithful servant of 

God who did what he should. He walked with God and served 

him well in all things, bringing life to people in the face of 

death with the years of famine.  The fall of Joseph the Bible 

addresses in some prophets is not him personally, but his 

descendants.  When the ancient united kingdom of Israel fell 

after King Solomon, it was divided into the northern kingdom 

of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah.  The northern 

kingdom was dominated by the tribe of Ephraim, descendants 

of Joseph.  Many of the kings came from their tribe or 

Manasseh, the other tribe of Joseph.  When the nation 

repeated in sinful actions again and again, they were 

punished.  Eventually, they were destroyed and the people 

scattered across the nations of the earth.  The fall of Joseph 

refers to that fall of the leadership from among his people and 

the destruction of the nation with which they were identified. 

\   Ask Father   \ 

Readings for the week of October 27th
 

 

Sunday:  Sir 35:12-14,16-18/2 Tm 4:6-8,16-18/ 

    Lk 18:9-14 

Monday: Eph 2:19-22/Lk 6:12-16 

Tuesday:  Rom 8:1-25/Lk 13:18-21 

Wednesday: Rom 8:26-30/Lk 13:22-30 

Thursday: Rom 8:31b-39/Lk 13:31-35 

Friday:  Rev 7:2-4,9-14/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a 

Saturday: Rom 5:5-11/Jn 6:37-40 

Next Sunday: Wis 11:22-12:2/2 Thes 1:11-22/ 

  Lk 19:1-10 

Please note: This Friday, November 1st, 

is All Saints Day; itôs a holy day of 

obligation.  Masses are at 7:30AM, 

1210PM, and 7:30PM in the church. 



\     Parish Information     \  
Devotions & Groups 

 

 

Holy Hours    In the chapelðrectory basement 

Tuesdays: 11:00AMðNoon (for vocations) 

Thursdays: 11:00AMðNoon (with Benediction) 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
In the chapelðrectory basement 

Thursdays 8:00AMð11:00AM  
 

Miraculous Medal Novena  
In the chapelðrectory basement 

Saturdays after the 8:00 a.m.  Mass 
 

Italian Rosary Group 
First Tuesday of each monthð7:30PM (Parish Center) 
 

Lap Blanket Ministry 
Parishioners make blankets for patients in local health 

care facilities .  Anyone who crochets is invited to join 

us in the church basement.  One Wednesday Evening a 

month 7:00-8:15PM.  Next MeetingðNovember 20th 
 

Ladies Guild 
The Ladies Guild meets the first Monday 

of each month, and hosts hospitality in 

the church meeting room each  first 

Sunday after  both 7:30 & 10:00 mass. 
 

Bible Study Group 
No class this week!  Next class Nov. 

7th.  Read Exodus 16-18 ï In the 

Wilderness. All are welcome to join 

us in our examination of Scripture! 

Thursdays at 1:30PM or 7:00PM 

in the Chapel (Rectory basement) 

(The classes cover the same materialðyou need only attend one) 

Sacraments 
 

Baptism 
Parents, contact the rectory to schedule a 

baptism. Thereôs a preparation meeting for 

parents having their first child baptized. 
 

RCIAðAdult Sacraments 
Anyone interested in becoming Catholic, give us a call! 
 

Reconciliation 
Confessions are Saturday from 3:00 PM until 3:30 PM 

in the reconciliation room in the church, or you could 

call to make an appointment with Father Joe. 
 

Marriage 
We need six months for marriage preparation.  Couples 

should contact Father Joe to schedule a meeting. 
 

Sacrament of the Sick 
Should you, or someone you know, need an anointing, 

please call Father Joe at the rectory to schedule a visit. 
 

Homebound / Hospital 
Please, contact the rectory if you or a 

family member is homebound or in the 

hospital.  We can arrange for a 

Eucharistic Minister to bring you the 

Blessed Sacrament at home. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

St. Thomas Cemetery 
 

 

If you or your family are looking to purchase a plot or 

niche in the columbarium, give us a call in the rectory 

office. Weôll have our Plant Manager, Casey Potthoff, 

meet with you and explain the options for graves and 

markers.  Please, call the rectory to schedule a meeting. 

Sponsor Certificates 
 

Theyôre available in the sacristy or in the rectory office.  

You must be an active parishioner, registered with our 

parish for at least 6 months.  The use of the envelopes helps 

verify that youôre an active parishioners.  You must also 

have completed your Sacraments of Initiation and be in a 

valid marriage.  If you have questions, call us. 

New Parishioners 
 

Welcome to St. Thomas!  Weôre delighted to have you join 

us. Introduce yourself to Father or the Deacons after Mass.  

Parish registration forms are available in the sacristy and 

the rectory office.  Take one for the family, and a separate 

form for each member.  Once completed, mail them to us 

or drop them in the collection basket.   

Collections for October 20
th

 
 

Weeklyð$ 6144/ Missionsð$2141 / On Lineð$1364 



¤   Southington Catholic School  ¤ 

St. Thomas 
Religious Ed. À 

Attention All 

Confirmation Students 

(Grades 9 & 10) 
 

In place of our regularly scheduled class 

on Sunday, November 3rd, you will 

report to church for the All Soulsô Day 

Memorial Mass at 6:00PM.  Parents are 

invited to join us at the service.  

Dismissal will follow the conclusion of 

the Mass at about 7:15PM.  If you any 

questions, please call Sister Marie.  We 

look forward to seeing you there! 

ELECTION DAY 

OPEN HOUSE 
 

Vote and then come us at 

visit Southington Catholic 

School, Tuesday, November 

5th, from  8:30AM to 11:00 

AM. The welcome mat is 

out at 133 Bristol Street for 

prospective families to tour 

and see the advantages our 

Catholic school can offer 

your student. Please call 

860-628-2485 for more 

information. Shadow days 

for students grades K-8 can 

be arranged at your request. 

Please note: public schools 

are not in session on 

November 5.  We look 

forward to seeing you there! 

Veteransô Day Service 
 

Lessons of Gratitude 

Southington  Catholic 

Schools invites all vet-

erans and their  fami-

lies to attend  a cere-

mony  honoring veter-

ans on Thursday, No-

vember 7th at 9:00 AM. 

(Veterans may come at 8:00AM for continen-

tal breakfast before the ceremony.)  Our 

school community will pay tribute to our 

America heroes with music, poetry, artwork 

and prayers of gratitude. Our program will be 

followed by a reception for veterans and their 

families.  Please  call 860-628-2485 to let us 

know if you will attend.  Please join us! 

GROCERY AND 

SCRIP CARDS 
 
 

You can order grocery cards, gas cards, department 

stores gift cards, movie tickets, etc. Every purchase you 

make earns us rewards for Southington Catholic School. 

Gift cards are great for birthdays, thank you gifts and 

holidays. Please call the school (860-628-2485) for 

more information and to obtain a complete list of 

participating retailers.  This list is also available at the 

rectory.  THANK YOU! 



Stewardship  
Stewardship Thought: 

 

Both the first reading and 

todayôs psalm say clearly that 

the Lord hears the cry of the 

poor. Have I been given the 

gifts ð of time or money or 

abilities ð to be the means by 

which God answers their need? 
 

Our Sunday Visitor, Stewardship by the 

Book: Bulletin Bits Based on the Sunday 

Readings, by Sharon Hueckel, 2004 edition 

Altar Flowers  
 

The floral arrangements in our 

sanctuary enhance our liturgical 

setting.  The donation for flowers is 

$100.00.  If you would like to 

sponsor or dedicate the floral 

arrangements in memory of 

someone, please contact the rectory.  

The dedication and donation will be 

acknowledged in the bulletin. 
 

SGHR VDDJ½R EKNVDQR 
 
 

In Memory of the 

deceased members of 

the Massucci & 

Ayotte Families  

WINTER CLOTHING DRIVE 
 

Donations of coats, hats, gloves and 

mittens will be collected after Masses 

THIS WEEK.  All items will go to 

Southington Social  Services as part of 

our ongoing outreach to those in  need in 

our community.  Items may be dropped 

off at the rectory weekdays until 4:00 

p.m.  Please call the rectory for any 

additional information. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
 

The Knights of Columbus Isabella 

Council #15 invites you to join us at 

the Calendar House, 388 Pleasant 

Street, on THIS SUNDAY, 7amð

11:30am. Adults - $8, Seniors- $7, 

children under 6 - free.  This 

fundraiser allows us to contribute to 

our scholarships, Southington Catholic School, the 

Food Pantry, and many other charities we support.  

Please help us to fulfill our goal of charity. Thank you! 

THE MENõS RETREAT  

 

Z Revive your body, soul and mind. 

Z Re-charge your spiritual 

wellbeing through 

conferences, workshops, 

prayer services, and 

relaxing time. 
 

Join the parish men that go 

every year on retreat the 

weekend of Nov. 2nd-4th. 
 

F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  g o  o n l i n e  a t 

www.holyfamilyretreat.org or call 860-760-9705. 

You may also call our parish representatives: Joe 

Della Porta 860-917-6298 or Art Secondo 860-681-

2738. 

 

3ÔȢ 4ÈÏÍÁÓ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ 
ÉÎÖÉÔÅÓ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ Á ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÁÎ  
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7Å ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÂÅÌÏÖÅÄ ÄÅÁÄȟ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÔÈÏÓÅ 
ÐÁÒÉÓÈÉÏÎÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÉÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȢ  ! ÒÅÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ 
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http://www.holyfamilyretreat.org
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Della Vecchia Funeral Home 
860-628-2293     www.dellavecchiafh.com 

 

Manor Inn 
860-628-9877      Manorinnrestaurant.com 

 

Al Joy Tire Service 
860-628-2728 

 

Youssef B. Khawaja, MD 
Internal Medicine & Endocrinology 

860-621-9353 
 

Plantsville Funeral Home 
860-621-4656 

www.plantsvillefuneralhome.com 
 

Giovanniôs Pizzeria 
860-621-2299 

 

Dow Gutters 
860-726-0045 

 

Landscapes Unlimited 
Residential and Commercial        860-621-7820 

 

Pest Control 2000,LLC 
860-628-8783 

 

Ragozzinoôs Deli & Catering 
860-621-6979 

 

Serfafino Pharmacy, INC 
860-628-7979 

www.stores.healthmart.com/serafinopharmacy 
 

Religious Teachers Filippini 
860-621-1904          www.filippiniusa.org 

 

Waste Material Trucking Company, INC 
Residential & Commercial     860-747-6816 

 

Showcase Realty Inc. 
176 North Main StreetðSouthington   860-276-2000 

 

Landino Landscaping 
Residential and Commercial 

860-620-2133    www.landinolanscaping.com 
 

PN Auto Body & Repair 
860-793-1999 

 

V.Nanfito 
Remodeling & Repairs         860-621-6898 

 

CV Tool Company  
860-621-0494 

 

Volpe & Sons Automotive 
860-628-0067 

 

Della Porta  EyeCare, LLC 
860-582-0702  www.bristoleyes.com 

 

Franciscan Home Care  and Hospice Care 
203-238-1441   www.FranciscanHC.org  

 

Paul GregoryôsðBistro & Catering 
860-621-9999 

 

Plantsville Family Dental 
860-621-2700         www.plantsvillefamily dental.com 

 

Connecticut Casualty Company  
1-800-922-2886      www.ctcasualty.com 

 

Catholic Cemeteries Association of the  

Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc. 

The 2019 conference will take place on Saturday, 

November 9 from 10 AM-5 PM at Northwest 

Catholic High School, in West Hartford. 

  

What is included in the cost of registration, you 

might ask?  

Ŀ        The full day event: 

      o  Keynote by Sarah Hart 

      o  Workshops facilitated by women of all ages 

and stages, some bilingually 

      o  Spiritual breakouts - opportunities to try a 

new experience of prayer, ranging from Soul 

Core rosary to technology in your prayer life 

and everything in between 

Ŀ ñCoffee andò to start the day and a full lunch 

Ŀ  A woman-centric vendor hall 

Ŀ  Opportunities for the sacrament of       

    confession and Eucharistic adoration all day 

Ŀ  Closing Vigil Mass (at 4 PM) 

Ŀ  A tote bag full of freebies 

Details about workshops and spiritual breakouts can 

all be found on the Womenôs Conference page of our 

website. Registration is available online as well, and 

payment is accepted by check or credit card (we 

cannot accept cash). 

Join us at the... 
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Friday, November 

1st  at Noon at the 

Grace Methodist 

Church, found at  

121 Pleasant Street, 

Southington. The 

program is entitled 

ñThe Time Is Now!  

Resolve to Love.ò. 

Lunch will be served 

after the meeting: soup, sandwiches, and dessert. The 

cost is $5.00 per personðpay at the door.  Any 

questions, call  Marilyn Coppola 860-628-9564. 

https://catholicedaohct.org/programs/archdiocesan-women-s-conference
https://catholicedaohct.org/programs/archdiocesan-women-s-conference
https://catholicedaohct.org/programs/archdiocesan-women-s-conference
https://catholicedaohct.org/programs/archdiocesan-women-s-conference
https://catholicedaohct.org/programs/archdiocesan-women-s-conference

