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Fifth Sunday of Lent

Weekly Eucharists

Saturday 5 pm
Sunday, 9 am, 11 am, 7 pm
Monday – Saturday: 8:15 am
Reconciliation
Saturday 3:30 pm or by appt.
Holy Days
8:15 am, 12:10 pm, 7 pm

Parish Office Hours
Mon. - Wed, 9:30–2 pm
Other times & days,
call to see if office
is open.
www.stmnj.org

Sunday, the Day of the Lord
What’s Happening?
Sunday
Religious Ed
Wednesday
Alpha, 7 pm
Friday
Stations of the Cross, 7 pm
Next Sunday
Religious Ed.
Every Sunday
Pound A Week

Stewardship of Treasure
Last Week’s Collection: $ 7476
Please sign up for electronic
giving at stthommore.
weshareonline.org

Increased
Offering
Program

As a family of faith we have made
significant progress. We appreciate your
continued generosity in support of our
parish. Thank you for all those that have
responded to our program. If you have
not responded yet, it’s not too late, please
turn in your commitment card as we will
be sending out a summary shortly. And
as our family continues to grow please
be sure to use our online resources. Our
website and Online Giving are here to
serve you..

Concert for Pediatric Cancer
Various music groups of Drew University are runnning a benefit concert
on April 1 at Drew’s Concert Hall.
Tickets: www.f4mmc.org/benefitconcert
Proceeds benefit Goryeb Children’s
Hospital at Morristown Medical Center.

This Week’s Question

For Adults:
Christ calls us from death
to new life. To what new life
are you being called during
this Lent?

For Children:

How does Jesus help you do
what is good and avoid what is
not?

April 22, 2016
WELCOME
To all our visitors this weekend
As a faith community, we keep in mind who have asked us to pray for
them, that they may experience the healing power of our gracious God.
Special requests for prayers at liturgy and donations made in
honor of loved ones. These intentions and names of our sick are noted on the Gifts
Table in the Remembrance Book and on the Weekly Sheet.

Ministry to the Homebound

If you know a homebound person who would like communion and/or on a regular
basis, if you are ministering in that way OR if you can visit and/or bring communion
to a homebound person, please fill out the form on the info rack in the vestibule.

Living the Eucharist

This is a weekly insert in the bulletin during Lent. You can receive daily
Lenten devotionals by downloading Living the Eucharist Mobile App and
begin praying From Exodus to Easter: My Daily Journey Through Lent.
Get it on Google Play or Apples AppStore.

Rice Bowl

We encounter resilience in Dita of Ethiopia. She sees how her
newfound entrepreneurial skills are providing three meals a day
for her children— even during a devastating drought. What skills
have you discovered this Lent that can be put to good use in
building God’s kingdom? Visit crsricebowl.org for more.
Visit crsricebowl.org for more.

Reflections on the Stations of the Cross

Reflections written by Blessed Miriam Teresa. $1.00 per copy. Contact
Sister Rita O’Farrell, 973-290-5465, rofarrell@scnj.org

Holy Hour for Peace

The Sisters of Charity invite all to a monthly Holy Hour of Quiet Prayer
at their Chapel, 6:30 – 7:30 pm, the third Tuesday of every month beginning
March 21. Info: Sr. Maryanne Tracey, mtracey@scnj.org.

I want to pray more,
but it’s hard to concentrate.
What can I do?
Ever wonder how you can be riveted by a cheap novel or mindless TV
show for hours, but spend no more than a few minutes in prayer before your
mind wanders?
Believe it or not, distractions can be useful in enriching prayer life. Our
minds wander to those things that are really important to us. We might aswell
admit to them and make them a part of our prayer.
For example, if your mind wanders while praying, bring it back to the point
of your prayer ... “Lord, thank you for the beautiful gift of my home and its
comfort. Of course, I better clean out the gutters or the roof will leak all over
the furniture. That would be bad, even if the furniture isn’t as nice as my
neighbor’s. They have so much money. But forgive me Lord for feeling envy,
and help me to be grateful for what I have. Also help me to show my neighbors the love of Christ, the only possession worth having.” And so on.
The idea is to acknowledge the distraction and ask God’s help in overcoming its source. Then use it as a tool to get back on track.
Think of prayer as a conversation between two people who love each other.
So there is no one right way to pray. As in any loving relationship, it is most
rewarding when you talk to your loved one as often as possible. Pope John
Paul II said, “Pray any way you like, so long as you do pray.” God is always
ready to listen.
Remember, prayer is not a rigid routine we have to get right. It’s a conversation with someone we love who loves us back.

Convent Station, New Jersey

Saint Thomas More

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Daily scripture reflections are on our website under “Faith Formation” and
in the vestibule.

Release Us by Your Spirit
God of all life,
who raised Lazarus from the dead,
and released the poor from their suffering;
you who lead us in the land of the living:
bless us and give us your Spirit,
your Spirit of generosity and holiness,
of life and of creative energy.
Lift us from our graves of sinfulness
and raise us from our dry and wasteful ways.
May our sins be left behind
and our life in your Spirit bring us joy.
We ask this through Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
© 2017 Liturgy Training Publications. 1-800-933-1800.Written by Anne C. McGuire. Permission to publish granted by the Archdiocese of Chicago, on July 12, 2016.
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Louise Addonizio
Desmond Lloyd
Elizabeth Imagna
Frank Sweeney
Lois Doyle
Marilyn Kiernan
Mike Lloyd
Dan Burce
Jeanne Bass
Suzanne Kedersha
Kimberly Smith
Eric Chang
Colin Tiwar

Lisa & Rocco Nisivoccia
Terry & Rocky Fornaro

ONLINE GIVING
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Stewardship is easier than ever
with our online giving system,
WeShare. Visit <stthommore.
weshareonline.org> for one-time
or ongoing giving.

PREPARING FOR
NEXT WEEK’S LITURGY
Passion Sunday of Lent
First Reading: Isaiah 50.4-7
Chapters 40-55 of the Book of Isaiah contain
the message of a prophet who spoke to God’s people during their exile in Babylon. Several times
the prophet speaks about a servant who will one
day deliver God’s people. Because the servant is
portrayed as suffering, Christians have traditionally identified Jesus with this suffering servant.
Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11
In the years following Christ’s death and
resurrection, Christians began to develop the
prayers and hymns that would become part of
their rituals. In today’s passage from the letter
to the Philippians, Paul appears to be quoting an
early Christian hymn celebrating the dying and
rising of Christ.

Parish on a Journey
Holy Week

¯

God’s Grace is Young Enough
For the Young and Young At Heart

Readings for this Sunday

Palm Sunday

1 Samuel 16:1-13; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 4:5-42

Chrism Mass

Suggested Reflection Questions

(regular Sunday Schedule)
Monday, 7 pm, St. Philip Church

Holy Thursday

Morning Prayer, 10 am
Mass of the Lord’s Supper, 7 pm

Good Friday

Morning Prayer, 10 am
Passion of the Lord, 3 pm

Holy Saturday

Morning Prayer, 10 am
followed by church setup

Easter Vigil, 7:30 pm
Easter Sunday

9 & 11 am (no 7 pm Mass)

Thirsting for God

• God asks Ezakiel a startling question: “Can these
bones come to life?” These verses are a challenge to
believe that God will deliver them frdeath of exile.
Read in the context of Christian faith, one could
understand these verses as a reference to personal,
individual resurrection beyond bodily death.
• Those who sin prefer darkness. Here, Paul goes further and suggests that we not only live in the light of
Christ but also become light for others. If we produce “goodness and righteousness and truth,” then
we light the way for others and make their lives
brighter. That’s a good goal for each of us this Lent.
• The great paradox of the story of the raising of
Lazarus that as Jesus gives life to Lazarus, the
authorities begin to plan his death (vv 49-53). Jesus
is condemned to death for being a life-giver. How
strange and evil! We also notice again the struggle
between light and darkness, belief and unbelief. As
a result, many come to believe in Jesus, but others
recede into the darkness of unbelief.

