It was a bad time to fall asleep.
Jesus had taken Peter, James, and John up a mountain, and He was transfigured there
before their eyes. His face shined like the sun and so did His garments. Meanwhile, the
three disciples had fallen asleep.
Peter, rubbing the sleep out of his eyes, saw a bright light and blurted out, “Master, it’s
wonderful for us to be here!” (Luke 9:33 NLT).
Of course, this would not be the last time the terrific trio would fall asleep on the watch.
Later in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus said to them, “My soul is crushed with grief to
the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me” (Matthew 26:38 NLT). Then He
went a few feet away and began to pray. When Jesus came back, they were all asleep,
missing out on a significant event in the life of the Lord.
I wonder how much we miss because of our spiritual slumber. We’re spiritually asleep
when God wants to speak to us through His Word. Because we’re too preoccupied with
other things, we don’t have the discipline to pick up the Bible and open it.
Or instead of going to church and being fed from the Word of God, we decide to do
something else in its place. We’re dozing spiritually.
When the Lord would call on us to speak out for Him, we’re asleep on the watch. And like
the disciples, we too, can miss out on what God wants to do in and through us.
Yet Romans 13:11 says to Christians, “This is all the more urgent, for you know how late it
is; time is running out. Wake up, for our salvation is nearer now than when we first
believed” (NLT).

We need to be awake. We need to be alert. And we need to pay attention.

