




A Message from the Pastor 

 

December 27, 2015\ 
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph   

 

Dear parishioners, 
 On the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary (December 8), Pope Francis inaugurated a 
special “Year of Mercy.” In the coming weeks and months, watch the bulletin for information about activities connected to 
this special observation, in the parish and in the archdiocese. At a recent General Audience at the Vatican, Pope Francis said 
this: 
 Dear Brothers and Sisters: The Jubilee of Mercy was inaugurated [earlier this month] by the opening of the Holy Door, 
not only here in Rome but in dioceses worldwide, as a visible expression of our communion in the universal Church. Fifty 
years ago, the Second Vatican Council reminded us that the Church is called to be, in Christ, the visible sign of God’s merci-
ful love for the entire human family. Each of us, by practicing charity, mercy and forgiveness, can be a sign of the power of 
God’s love to transform hearts and to bring reconciliation and peace. By passing through the Door of Mercy during this Holy 
Year, we show our desire to enter more deeply into the mystery of Christ’s redemptive love. Jesus tells us that he himself is the 
door to eternal life (see John 10:9), and he asks us, through genuine conversion, to open the doors of our hearts to a more 
sincere love of God and neighbor. A special sign of grace in this Jubilee of Mercy is the sacrament of Penance, in which 
Christ invites us to acknowledge our sinfulness, to experience his mercy, and to receive the grace which can make us ever 
more effective signs of his reconciling love at work in our world. 
 Let us then look to express charity more generously – near and far! The sacrament of penance is available by appointment 
with Father Don or me, and also every Saturday at 4:30 p.m. in the confessional. The confessional allows face-to-face or be-
hind-the-screen options. It is located through the door to the right of the sanctuary. A green light means the priest is in; a red 
light indicates another penitent is currently occupying the confessional. 

* 
 This weekend, during the octave of Christmas, we observe the Feast of the Holy Family of Mary, Joseph and Jesus. The 
prayer that concludes our intercessions is also fitting for a family prayer at home – maybe at dinner tonight? 
O God, 
You have created us in love and saved us in mercy, and through the bond of marriage you have established the family and 
willed that it should become a sign of Christ’s love for his church. 
Shower your blessings on (our family) gathered here in your name. Enable those who are joined by one love to support one 
another by their fervor of spirit and devotions to prayer. 
Make them responsive to the needs of others and witnesses to the faith in all they say and do. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.   
Amen 

In Christ, 

PARISH SOCIAL 
EPIPHANY “OPEN HOUSE” 

 

After the Advent Season, share the joy of 
the Christmas Season with your fellow  

parishioners!   
All are invited to the annual Epiphany Open 
House Party at the rectory, hosted by your Pastoral  
Council.  The gathering will be on Sunday, January 
3rd from 3 to 5 p.m.  You’re invited to bring a an 
appetizer or dessert to share if you’d like.   

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD  
(NEW YEAR’S DAY) 

 

(Holy Day of Obligation) 
 

Thursday, December 31 - 5:30 p.m. 
Friday, January 1 -    10 a.m.  

 
 

RECTORY OFFICE CLOSINGS 
The rectory offices will be closed Thursday,  

December 31st and Friday, January 1st  
We will reopen on Monday, January 4th 

STEWARDSHIP BULLETIN REFLECTIONS FOR THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
 

“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.” (1 JOHN 3:1) 
 

During this season of giving, let us remember the most important gift we have received – being children of 
God. As God’s children, it’s important that we express our love for others as well. Tell your spouse, children 
and other family members and friends that you love them, frequently.  



 
 
 
 

 

Sunday   December 27 
5:30 pm   Jack Anello 
7:30 am   Elizabeth Joyce McCarthy 
10:00 am  Federici & Gutto Families 
11:30 am  Frank Vitale 
 

Monday   December 28 
9:00 am   Herbert Haller 
 

Tuesday  December 29 
9:00 am   Edward Horstman 
 

Wednesday  December 30 
9:00 am   Alfred Haynes 
 

Thursday  December 31 
9:00 am   Edward Horstman 
5:30 pm   James Walsh 
 

Friday   January 1 
10:00am  People of the Parish 
 

Saturday  January 2 
5:30 pm   Daniel Biasi 
 

Sunday   January 3 
7:30 am   Frank Ascher 
10:00 am  Catherine Comey 
11:30 am  Herbert Haller 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 
Guardian Angel is a tithing parish. Biblical tithing means 
10% of gross income to God. We ask half of this, or 5%, for 
your Parish Church.   
 

The Collection for December 20th and Christmas will be  
reported in an upcoming bulletin. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Sunday:   Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28;  
   Ps 128:1-5 or Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10; Col 3:12-21  
   [12-17] or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52  
Monday:   1 Jn 1:5 -- 2:2; Ps 124:2-5, 7b-8; Mt 2:13-18 
Tuesday:  1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:12-17; Ps 96:7-10; Lk 2:36-40 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-13; Jn 1:1-18 
Friday:  Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28 
Sunday:  Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13;  
   Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12  

DAILY MASS IN CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS OCTAVE 
 

Keeping with our parish custom, our 9 a.m. daily Mass 
will be celebrated in the church (instead of the rectory 
chapel) during the weekdays of the Christmas Octave. 
This year, that means the following dates: Monday  
December 28, Tuesday December 29, Wednesday  
December 30.  Mass for the Holy Day of Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God will be (Vigil Mass) Thursday December 
31 at 5:30 p.m. and Friday January 1 at 10 a.m. We  
return to the rectory chapel on Monday, January 4th.   

The Sanctuary Lamp is lighted this week 
in memory of Victoriana Gaviola. 

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY DEVOTION 
Parishioners are welcome to gather in praying the 
Rosary together in devotion, on five first Saturdays 
of the month, beginning Saturday, January 2, 2016.  
During her apparition at Fatima, Our Lady said to 
Lucia, I shall come to ask ... on the first Saturday of 

every month, communions of reparation be made in atonement 
for the sins of the world." Our Lady of Fatima promises all grac‐
es necessary for heaven and requests that on the first Saturday 
of five successive months, those seeking to participate in this 
devotion go to confession, receive Holy Communion, say five 
decades of the Rosary, spend at least fifteen minutes in medita‐
tion upon the mysteries of the Rosary. Parishioners will gather 
in devotion to pray the Rosary on the following Saturdays in 
2016:  January 2, February 6, March 5, April 2, and May 7 at 10:00 
a.m. in the Rectory Chapel (enter through the porch door). For 
more information about The Five First Saturdays Devotion you 
can go to www.themostholyrosary.com.  For information about 
the parish gathering, contact coordinator Michelle Branigan at 
makb0313@yahoo.com.  

Cornerstone News... 
The Cornerstone Team wishes everyone a blessed Christmas. 
Our next meeting is January 6, the Feast of the Epiphany. We 
will be assembling our registration form for the Retreat sched-
uled for March 12 and 13. Here I Am Lord is the theme and 
we hope all of the woman of Guardian Angel will say Here I 
Am Lord and come for a time of prayer, relaxation with our 
Lord and with the community, and a time of renewal. This is 
the year to come to Cornerstone so SAVE THE DATE. We 
are excited to also be celebrating Pope Francis, :Year of Mer-
cy. At our last meeting we prayed with Mary as the Angel 
spoke to her and her Yes to God. We were blessed with  
Brenda Jobs yes to sharing her faith story. Looking forward to 
having many Cornerstone sisters coming to celebrate  
Epiphany, a new year and giving the gift of Cornerstone to 
others.    Carolyn Blake 

CHURCH DECORATING 
 

A special THANK YOU to all who assisted our 
chairpersons, Lynn Novak and Robin Galvin, in 

decorating the church in the final weeks of  
Advent, including: Marie Sullivan, Stephen  

Novak, Brian Galvin , Matt and Diane Haynes. 



 
 

 
 

A Happy and Blessed New Year to all! 
We are grateful to our Children’s Choir and their leader  
Tiffany Hogue accompanied by Paul Franco for the beautiful 
music at 4:00 Mass on Christmas Eve.  It was so nice to see 
so many families there and at the other Masses on Christ-
mas. We look forward to seeing more of you throughout the 
year.  Believe it or not Religious Ed registration for the 2016 
- 2017 school year will be here before you know it!   
Registration begins on Tuesday January 19th at 10:30 AM. If 
you would like your family to participate in Summer Angel 
Wings, you must register by Tuesday February 23rd.  
Registration will be held in the rectory during the regular 
Religious Ed office hours of Monday to Thursday 10:30 AM 
to 3:00 PM. On Tuesdays during January, we will be in the 
rectory from 7:30 PM until 9:00 PM for those who cannot 
make it during the day. Families who plan to attend Tuesday 
afternoon or Junior High School Tuesday evening programs 
are encouraged to register at these times too along with any 
Home School families. Keep an eye out for reminder e mails 
which will be sent out after the Christmas Holiday.  If you 
have any questions please contact the Religious Ed office at 
201-327-0352 or inayden@guardianangelchurch.org.  
Children’s Church has continued to be very popular this year 
and after a short break during the Christmas holidays will 
resume in January. This is an opportunity for young children 
to participate in a special liturgical experience created just 
for them. 
∗ All children in grades K – 3 are invited to participate at 

11:30 Mass on Sundays. 
∗ The children come to Mass and sit with their families at 

the beginning of Mass. 
∗ They are then called forward and process with the adult 

team to the vestibule. 
∗ For the readings and homily, the children hear the same 

scripture as the older participants, but the language is 
on their level. 

∗ Usually a question and answer period follows the     
Gospel reading. 

After a short closing prayer the children return to their  
families during the offertory to celebrate Mass together. 
We hope that your children will participate in this on a  
regular basis.  Since we understand that 11:30 Mass may 
not be the most convenient time for your family EVERY 
week, please know that participation in this program does 
not require a weekly commitment to this particular Mass.  
We are always looking for adult volunteers to help with this 
ministry.  If this is something that might be of interest to you, 
please contact the Religious Ed office. 

201-327-0352 
Irene:  inayden@guardianangelchurch.org 

Jean:  jborzilleri@guardianangelchurch.org 

 
 

Mini Family Bible Study 
Reading: Sirach 3:2-6  

Read through the complete passage to start then go 
through the verses asking questions such as: 
 

v. 2-3 “God sets a father  in honor  over  his children; 
a mother’s authority he confirms over her sons. Who-
ever honors his father atones for sins, and preserves 
himself from them.” 
Questions: Why does God give parents author ity 
over their children? What does it mean to honor some-
one? How does honoring one’s parents make up for 
sinfulness and protect against future sinfulness? What 
can we learn about the kind of relationship God wants 
with us, His children, based on what He says about the 
relationship of an earthly parent and child? Do we 
honor our parents/ other authority figures in our lives 
as we should? Do we honor God as we should? 
 

v. 4-6 “When he prays, he is heard; he stores up 
riches who reveres his mother. Whoever honors his 
father is gladdened by children, and, when he prays, is 
heard. Whoever reveres his father will live a long life; 
he who obeys his father brings comfort to his mother.” 
Questions: What r iches come to those to revere or  
respect their mothers? God is saying that those who 
honor their parents will be better heard in times of 
pray, how much importance is God placing on a child 
honoring his parents? Why is God putting such an  
emphasis on honoring proper authority? How can we 
honor the authority in our life better? How can we 
honor God better? 
 

There will be no Youth Group this coming week. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Katie Dugan - Youth Minister 
201-934-5554 

kdugan@guardianangelchurch.org 

YOUTH MINISTRY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

ALTAR LINENS MINISTRY 
Please consider becoming part of the Altar 
Linen Ministry!  The commitment is minor, 
only about four times a year.  A few of our 
participants are retiring so we are looking to 
add some new members.  Please contact Jean 
Borzilleri at 201-327-0352 or e-mail her at  
jborzilleri@guardianangelchurch.org.  



IMPORTANT CHURCH WEBSITES: 
 

The Church of the Guardian Angel 
 www.guardianangelchurch.org 
Guardian Angel Photo Ministry  
 www.guardianangel.shutterfly.com 
The Holy See     www.vatican.va 
The Archdiocese of Newark  www.rcan.org 
The Catholic Advocate  www.rcan.org/advocate 
Away for the weekend?  Go to:   www.masstimes.org 

 
 
 
 
 

Church of the Presentation: 
Visit the website at www.churchofpresentation.org for 
more information, and the parish bulletin.   
 

St. Luke Church: 
Visit www.churchofstluke.org for more information and 
parish bulletin.  

The Catholic Church Is Battling Sexual Abuse   
 

While the majority of media focus over the past ten or more 
years has been on the incidents of sexual abuse within the 
Church, little is being said with any consistency about the 
many positive steps that the Catholic Church has taken to ad-
dress the issue.   Dioceses across the country, and especially 
the Archdiocese of Newark, have instituted compassionate 
outreach to victims and support services, training and back-
ground checks for staff and volunteers, training for children 
and youth, codes of conduct, reporting requirements to civil 
authorities, independent Review Boards to investigate allega-
tions and recommend actions under Canon law for offenders, 
as well as other initiatives.     
 To date, the Catholic Church is the only youth-serving 
organization in the country – private or public --  to undertake 
such a comprehensive program to create and promulgate safe 
environments for children and young people. Independent au-
ditors from the US Conference of Catholic Bishops have found 
the Archdiocese of Newark fully compliant with the Charter 
for the Protection of Children and Young People in every year 
since audits began in 2003.   

Hold Your Next Event At Guardian Angel 
Auditorium Capacity 325 People 

Msgr. Salemi Hall Capacity 75 People 
Fully Air Conditioned 

• `Communion/Conϐirmation/Graduation	Parties	
• Retirement/Birthday	Parties/Sweet	16/Quinceanera	
• Fundraisers/Dance	Recitals/Competitions	
• Baby/Bridal	Showers/Rehearsal	Dinners	
• Community/Corporate	Meetings	
• Holiday	Parties/Repast	Luncheons		
Silvana	Anello	Rental	Coordinator	@	201-783-5414	or	E-mail:	sanello@guardianangelchurch.org	

 

Dear Reverend Pinyan,  
 The start of a new year is the ideal time to  
express my sincerest thanks and appreciation for your 
ongoing support of our mission. With the help of your 
generous congregation, CFA was able to continue to 
supply food and homelessness prevention for many 
needy families and individuals in 2015. Please know 
that we were able to provide these most basic necessi-
ties because of the aid we receive from caring people 
like you.  
 Thank you for all that you do for us throughout the 
year, and especially during key times: the "“Souper 
Bowl”, Easter, the Back-to-School collection, our 
Thanksgiving event, and the holiday supermarket gift 
card drive. All of the donations we receive make an  
enormous impact in the lives of your neighbors in need.  
God bless you for your steadfast support, as together 
we continue our struggle to fight against hunger and 
homelessness.  
 

Warm Regards, 
 

William “Jim” James - CFA-NW Regional Manager 

DECEMBER FOOD PANTRY NEEDS 
The Center for Food AcƟon in Mahwah provides 85 families 
each week a month's worth of groceries, thus serving  
approximately 340 families on a monthly basis. The Center 
has idenƟfied Cans of Fruit, Cans of Tuna, and Rolls of  
Paper Towels as needed items for December. This month 
our goal is to collect 85 cans of fruit, 85 cans of Tuna, and 
85 rolls of paper Towels each week to support the number 
of families the CFA serves on a weekly basis.  If each parish 
family donates at least one Can of Fruit, one Can of Tuna, 
and one Roll of Paper Towel on a weekly basis throughout 
December, we can meet our goal.  DonaƟons can be 
dropped off at the Food Pantry in the back of the Church. If 
you have any quesƟons or comments feel free to contact 
Sue Zitolo at 201-934-9372, szitolo@aol.com or John Lowe 
at 201-327-9397, john.lowejr@aƩ.net . 

FAMILY LIFE 
 

Family life is sacred, but it is not without trial. Perhaps this is 
the most important message we can glean from today's 
readings. If Jesus, Mary, and Joseph can trip up sometimes-
-can disconnect--then we shouldn't find it surprising when 
such things happen to us as well. And parents everywhere 
(children, too) can probably relate to--and take some solace 
in--the Gospel's account of Mary and Joseph after Jesus 
explained why he stayed behind in the temple. They heard 
his words, Luke tells us, "But they did not understand what 
he said to them" (Luke 2:50). Amen! Nevertheless, Jesus 
does go back home with them, and continues to thrive under 
their care.  Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.  
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