ST. HILDEGARD’S PARISH
From Msgr. Gene
These are such different times! All aspects of our
lives have been affected. Life as we had been
accustomed to and, in many respects, taken for
granted has been disrupted at all levels. We don’t
know how this will all play out, and this can leave us
anxious, confused, frustrated and even angry. Yet I
keep coming back to the words from the Book of the
prophet Isaiah: “Do not fear: I am with you; do not
be anxious: I am your God. I will strengthen you, I
will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious
right hand.” I pray that you have strength and
courage during these trying times.
As you know, we will not have the public celebration
of Mass until further notice. I will be offering Mass
in private each day for you and your families.
Though we may not be able to gather together
physically, we continue to be united in Christ. I will
also continue to offer the opportunity for
Confession on Saturdays 3:30 – 4:30 PM at St.
Hildegard’s or anytime by appointment. (Beware of
the directive that we must use of the screen for the
celebration of the sacrament for the health
considerations.) Beyond not having the public
celebration of Mass we’ll try to carry on as usual. Of
course, classes, meetings and other gatherings are
suspended until further notice. We will continue to
publish a bulletin (of sorts) and have it available
outside the churches as well as posted on the
websites.

Let’s continue to pray for one another.
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FASTING & ABSTAINENCE
DURING LENT
Persons 14 years of age or older must abstain from meat
on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and all the Fridays of
Lent. Fasting norms are from age 18-59.

PARISH EVENTS/NEWS
IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM
BISHOP KAGAN
The most serious health crisis we are now experiencing,
the COVID-19 virus has required unprecedented measures
be taken by our national, state and local governments
and, as devout Catholics and responsible citizens, we all
have a share in this responsibility not to spread this virus,
but to do all we can reasonably do to stop its spread and
to pray and work for its end. As Catholics this is our moral
responsibility in justice and in charity.
Thus, after long hours of prayer and consultation, I must
make the hard decision to cancel all public celebrations of
the Mass, the sacraments and devotions until further
notice that it is safe for us to gather again for public
worship. This is a great sorrow for me as your Bishop but,
in justice and charity to you and to all in our diocese, I
make this decision.
Thus, the following directives are to be observed in the
Diocese of Bismarck and may not be changed or modified
by anyone but the Diocesan Bishop:
Effective Thursday, March 19, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. and until
further notice, all daily and Sunday Masses are cancelled
in the Diocese of Bismarck. This applies to all parishes,
oratories, and chapels used for public worship. The
Catholic faithful within the territory of the Diocese of
Bismarck are dispensed from the obligation to attend
Mass on Sundays and Holy Days.
Confirmation - As a result, all of the scheduled
celebrations of the sacrament of confirmation between
Sunday, March 22, 2020 through Sunday, May 17, 2020,
are cancelled and will be rescheduled for the fall between
September and December 2020.
Communal Penance Services - All Communal Penance
Services are cancelled. All parish priests are to keep the
regular schedule of confessions in their parishes but both

priest and penitent are to use a screen for the celebration
of the sacrament until further notice.
Weddings - All weddings already scheduled may take
place but are to be limited to the bride and groom, the
two witnesses, the parents of the bride and groom and
the priest or deacon who is to witness the marriage.
The Church’s Rite of Matrimony Within or Outside of Mass
may be used.
Funerals - All funerals are to be private not public, that is
to say, for the immediate family only and for the priest or
deacon who is the celebrant. The Rite of Christian
Funerals Within or Outside of Mass may be used. There is
to be no wake and/or vigil observed the day before or day
of the funeral. No luncheon or dinner is permitted in the
church hall after the funeral.
Baptism - Infant baptism may be administered but may
have only 10 persons including the priest or deacon
present. All RCIA classes are cancelled. The sacramental
initiation of adults by a Profession of Faith or by baptism
may take place at the discretion of the priest but must be
done individually and with no more than 10 persons
present.
Religious Education - All parish religious education classes
are cancelled until further notice. Our Catholics schools
are following the directives of the State and will remain
closed until such time as it is deemed safe to
reopen. Parents are asked to follow the directions given
by their local Catholic schools.
Televised/Livestream Mass - All pastors of parishes with
the capability to livestream are to offer one daily and one
Sunday Mass without a congregation or other ministers
present and have that available for their parishioners on
the parish website. If any parish does not have this
capability, the parishioners may go to the Cathedral of the
Holy Spirit website and view daily and Sunday Mass from
there (as available). As always, the televised Mass is
available on the FOX TV affiliate in your viewing area on
Sundays at 10 a.m. and 11:30 p.m. Please check the
diocesan website and social media for updates and more
details about livestream Masses.
Chrism Mass - The Mass of Chrism will be celebrated
without a congregation present on Monday, April 6, 2020,
at 11:00 a.m. CDT from the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
and this will be able to be viewed on the diocesan
website. In order to protect our priests, there will be no
general concelebration of this Mass, but our priests are
asked to participate in the Renewal of their Ordination
Promises via live stream.
Priests will be expected to offer Holy Mass privately every
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day if possible and to be available to provide the anointing
of the sick and viaticum to all the Catholic faithful. Please
call your parish office with any special sacramental and
spiritual need. Each Parish is to keep its Church open
during the day for the benefit of those who wish to pray in
the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.
What all of us must do in these days is not lose hope in the
merciful goodness of Almighty God. Even though we will
not be physically close to one another at this time, by our
fervent and humble prayer for each other and all who are
ill and affected, we remain united in the powerful
Communion of Saints. Let us continue to beg Our Mother
of Perpetual Help and Saint Joseph, Guardian of the Holy
Family and Patron of the Universal Church, to assist us in
our time of need by their powerful intercession.
I offer to all of you my daily prayers and my blessing. Let
us accompany one another and everyone on this holy
journey of healing and purification.
“O, Mother of Perpetual Help, pray for us who have
recourse to Thee!”
-The

Most Reverend David D. Kagan, Bishop
of Bismarck
MARCH 15 OFFERINGS
Adult
Youth
Loose
Flowers
African Mission
Online
Total

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1798.00
23.66
96.76
65.00
250.00
450.00
2663.42

YOUR PARISH OFFERINGS
Due to the circumstances which has caused the
cancellation of public Masses, this may have an effect with
parish finances. Your continued generosity to our parish
is appreciated and needed, until we overcome this crisis.
Weekly offering envelopes can be mailed to the parish
office: 17200 Highway 10, Menoken, ND 58558.

