Bishop Garriga Middle Preparatory School
Summer Reading List
2019-2020
Students are required to read BOTH books in their grade level.

Grade 6
Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare
Until the day his father returns to their cabin in the Maine wilderness, 12-year-old Matt must try to survive on his own. During an
attack by swarming bees, Matt is rescued by an Indian chief and his grandson.

Last Day on Mars by Kevin Emerson
It is Earth year 2213—but, of course, there is no Earth anymore. Not since it was burned to a cinder by the sun, which has
mysteriously begun the process of going supernova. The human race has fled to Mars, but this was only a temporary solution
while we prepare for a second trip: a one-hundred-fifty-year journey to a distant star, our best guess at where we might find a
new home.

Grade 7
The Miscalculations of Lightning Girl by Stacy McAnulty
Lucy Callahan was struck by lightning. She doesn't remember it, but it changed her life forever. The zap gave her genius-level
math skills, and ever since, Lucy has been homeschooled. Now, at 12 years old, she's technically ready for college. She just
has to pass 1 more test — middle school!

A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park
A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about a girl in Sudan in 2008 and a boy in Sudan in
1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that is two hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond every
day. The boy, Salva, becomes one of the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent on foot as they search
for their families and for a safe place to stay. Enduring every hardship from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to contact with
killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor, and his story goes on to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way.

Grade 8
Lifeboat 12 by Susan Hood
Award-winning author Susan Hood brings this little-known World War II story to life in a riveting novel of courage, hope, and
compassion. Based on true events and real people, Lifeboat 12 is about believing in one another, knowing that only by banding
together will we have any chance to survive.

The Van Gogh Deception by Deron Hicks
When a young boy is discovered in Washington DC’s National Gallery without any recollection of who he is, so begins a highstakes race to unravel the greatest mystery of all: his identity. As the stakes continue to rise, the boy must piece together the
disjointed clues of his origins while using his limited knowledge to stop one of the greatest art frauds ever attempted.

