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Letter from a Giving Tree ?‘am@, -

Q

I am writing you to thank you on behalf
of my Wife and Grandchildren ....on all
the wonderful gifts that we received.
The children were so excited and hap-
pY.....and of course there were so many
tears of joy.....They loved every-
thing...and | was able to take them to
Walmart and get them a few toys...|
was also able to go to Shoprite and
really do a bit of food shopping.

Sorry for taking me so long to
respond.....I'm writing from the local
liorary because our cable service has
been shut off.

But none the less..we had a wonderful
Christmas thanks to you and all the
wonderful people involved in the St.
Francis Christmas Blessings.

Thank you once again and GOD bless
you all.

January 27-28th : Penny Soc:1a1

Did you know the average cost to educate one
seminarian in the United States each year is over $31,500? In
order to offset the cost to these seminarians and postulants, the
Columbiettes have a program called Heaven Cents. Each
month we save our pennies, loose change, and sometimes our
quiet money (dollar bills) and donate this to our program. Dur-
ing the month of January we are challenging you, our parishion-
ers, to get involved and join
Y us in our quest to help offset
@ [ M these education expenses.

M We are asking you to save
N your Heaven Cents and bring
| these to the Penny Social
which will be a fun event
held the weekend of Jan. 27-

: < D,

o % \:é\\&\ 4 28th after all the Mass-
il 2 es. Please drop off your do-
‘ \ N nations in the Parish Life

! Center and plan on spending
some time with us, enjoying

some hospitality as our thanks to you. We will also have activi-

ties for the children. Hope to see you there!

Janet Tussey (973) 875-9880
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SAVE YOUR CHANGE- MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

)

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

“Ordinary Time” began for us this week. On the
old calendar, the feast of the Presentation, still more than
two weeks away, was the last day of the Christmas season.
Sadly, Bethlehem is hardly a place of peace on earth these
days. The ancient Christian community has been largely
uprooted by political strife. The Church of the Nativity
stands (barely) in remarkable disrepair and disorder in
Manger Square. The roof is crumbling, the major door-
ways are blocked, the wiring is faulty, and the worship life
is disrupted by quarrels among Eastern Christians.

The church was founded by the Emperor Constan-
tine in 325, destroyed in a Samaritan revolt in 539, and
rebuilt by the Emperor Justinian. When the area came un-
der Muslim control in 638, the holiness of the church was
respected, and in return Christians allowed Muslims to
pray in the south aisle, a right still upheld. Earlier in that
century, invading Persians were ordered to destroy all
churches, but when they saw the magi carved over the
doorway of the Church of the Nativity, they spared it out
of respect for their ancestors who bore gold, frankincense,
and myrrh to the same city. The Crusaders restored and
redecorated the church by the twelfth century, and it is
their plan that survives. Down a few stone steps is a stone
grotto with a silver star marking the place of Christ’s
birth: when the star was stolen in 1847 it triggered an in-
ternational crisis that exploded into the Crimean War.

Since 1852, the church has been shared by the
Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, and Armenian Church-
es. The Greeks are in charge of the grotto, but don’t enjoy
the best of friendships with the Armenians. Catholics have
the care of the Chapel of the Manger, and avoid the squab-
bles by a separate entrance to the Franciscan monastery
church of St. Catherine. Pray for peace in Bethlehem!
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

March for Life - January 19th, 2018
St. Jude’s in Hamburg is sponsoring a Bus to the

March for Life on January 19th. “
A (o)

Please call their parish office to
MARCH for LIFE

more information.
St. Jude’s 973- 827-8030

DID YOU KNOW....
In2017 owr St. Francisy Food Pantry
Peoble Served- 4,047
Total Families - 1,286
Gawe out 50,000 Tons of Food!

Be the first to know...
Stay connected all week...

[* LIKE US ON &5 ]
faCEbOOk We will post SNOW CLOSING on

https://www.facebook.com/StFrancisVernon
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Grades 7-12 Service Hour Requirements:
7 & 8 Grade (10 Hours per year)
High School (40 Hours in 2 years)

Please remember - Service Hours do not count, until you have passed
in the paperwork to Mrs. Weber. Contact - Melory Weber 973-827-
3248 x 328 melory@stfrancisvernon.org

FORMED

Your faith connection Online !
PARISH CODE: RX7GDK_ www.FORMED.org

Make time to explore your faith!

Service Hour Opportunities
There is a Bulletin Board outside of the Religious Education Offices. Look for the
details to sign up. Children’s Liturgy (Sunday), Hospitality (Sat. &/or Sun. Month-
ly), Youth Music Ministry (Weekly), Altar Server (Monthly Rotation)., Opportuni-
ties for Service, open up at different times of the year. So, check the
board frequently.

Religious Education Classes (Grade 1-8)

As listed on your schedules - this is a reminder.
We have

Great Saints Family Night

on Friday, Jan i19th at 7 PM
in Boland Hall.

The classes listed below were cancelled to have you
attend this night instead.

Saturday Students - No Class on Sat. Jan 13th
Tuesday Students - No Class on Tues. Jan 16th.

Join us for afomily funw night.

Adult volunteers - please contact Jane K.
jane@stfrancisvernon.org 973-827-3248 x 327

A Lent to Remember
A Lenten Encounter with Mercy: Presenter Cheryl Avery

Lent is a time to reflect on our relationships, with family,
friends, neighbors, co-workers, and most importantly, a time to
grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ. How do we do that?

Please join us for A Lent to Remember - a four-week, video-
based study that uses the Augustine Institute programs Forgiven
and Symbolon to provide a powerful presentation of the mercy
of God in the Sacrament of Confession.

The program will take place at the parish for 4 weeks, at
9:30 am and 7:00 pm, with an episode to watch and discuss
each week. Choose the time that works for you!

Week #1 — Monday, Feb. 12th - Where Are You? **
Week #2 — Tuesday, Feb. 20th - An Encounter with Mercy
Week #3 — Tuesday, Feb. 27th - Embraced in Mercy:
The Rite Explained
Week #4 — Tuesday, March 6th - The Paschal Mystery
Bonus Episode — For Children:
How to Make a Good Confession

Please sign up in the social hall Jan 27/28 or Feb 3/4
or call Joanne to register for the class.

Little =

Angeis

Learning Center

Are you in the process of researching Pre-School Pro-
grams for next year?e

We invite you and your child to come visit us
at Little Angels Learning Center.
Thurs., January 18th, 2016 (Date Corrected)
10:00 AM

We are hosting a Multi-Cultural Day

Come see our displays from different countries and
enjoy ethnic snacks prepared by the parents.
We look forward to having you join us!

Please RSVP by email to:
littleangels@stfrancisvernon.org
Let us know if you plan to attend.

Let'’s jﬂl%e;" ftyez‘ﬁer fo ey’oy each other's company

Winter's Evenirg Tea

for Women

‘Fri/ay, Jomuary 26th, 2018
7:30 Pm in Boland Hall
u
Wgwens
e

Bring yo*mﬂ ﬁﬂiemé' !

Joining us for this fun evening , there will also be a short
preview by Linda Baratte, a popular presenter at retreat
centers and parishes in Northern NJ. An RICA ‘graduate”,
she has a special commitment to adult faith formation and
women'’s spirituality.

Please RSVP to the Parish Office. (973) 827-3248 x 300
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ST. FRANCIS GIFT SHOP

Shop our “After Christmas Sale”. i
Perhaps there was something

you’ve had your eye on, come pick it up.
Christmas items are now 40% off and some
are 50% off. It’s always fun to shop a sale.

Our Lady of Fatima in Highland Lakes is spon-
soring a pilgrimage to

Lourdes and the Shrine of Spain
May 21-19, 2008

For more information, please call their Parish office
973-764-4457

St. Francis de Sales
Food Pantry
January is the annual

- Can Can Sale Time!
cayaﬁan\ Please think of the pantry
e °%rxzy§?x*"9~i and help us restock!

Soups, Stews, Tuna,
Chicken Stock,
Vegetables, Beans,
Tomatoes, etc...
Oh-la-la Merci!

DAY TRIPS with XYZ
of St. Francis

Tuesday, June 5th
Hunterdon Playhouse Luncheon Show

“The House is Rockin”
Starring : The Mahoney Brothers
The World’s Greatest Family of Musical Impersonators
$80.00 pp (includes- Served meal, Dessert Buffet, The Show,
Tips & Taxes and the Bus.)

Bus Pick up: 9:00 AM at St. Francis (Back Parking Lot)
From the 1950’s rockabilly of the Everly Brothers,
Jerry Lee Lewis and Buddy Holly, through the swing-
ing 60’s, led by The Beatles and Beach Boys, and
thought the great classic rock of the 1970’s, The Ma-
honey Brothers return to take you on a fast paced trip
through the “Soundtrack of Our Lives”! And yes, Elv-
is is back in all of his Rock n’ Roll glory!
Contact: Jo Prisco 973-222-9369

Friday, July 20th Shawnee Playhouse

“FOOTLOOSE”
Cost: $62.00 pp (includes- 0 - //

Show, Lunch, Bus and tip for
the driver) Sorry, No Refunds
Payment due June 15th.

Al

(e

Bus Pick up: 10:30AM at St. Francis (Back Parking Lot)
Contact: Jo Prisco  973-222-9369

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

The two disciples who were with John in today’s Gos-
pel did not yet know Jesus. John knew they sought the Messiah,
and he understood his mission to point the way to the Lord. In
the first reading, Eli realized that the Lord was calling Samuel
and told him how to respond when called. Saint Paul witnessed
to the Good News of Jesus to the people in Corinth, and contin-
ued to show them how to live as Christian people. John, Eli, and
Paul grasped that, as people of faith, we are called to show oth-
ers the way to the Lord. Who helps you be attentive to God’s
presence and to respond in faith? To whom are you called to
witness, to show the way to the Lord?

Behold, the Lamb of God

John’s introduction was a simple declaration: “Behold,
the Lamb of God.” The two disciples immediately responded.
Jesus sensed their willing hearts and invited them to follow him.
Do you sometimes wish that recognizing the Lord would be so
straightforward in your own life? Would it not be wonderful if a
friend could point to Christ with certainty? While we do not
always have such a clear sense of God’s presence with and with-
in us, we do have a regular opportunity to encounter Christ, in
the celebration of the Mass. Like the disciples, we too hear,
“Behold the Lamb of God.” After the consecration, just before
we receive Holy Communion, the priest raises the host and says,
“Behold, the Lamb of God. Behold him who takes away the sins
of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the
Lamb.” It is like having a friend point the way to the Lord for
us. Here is Christ, ready for us to receive his Body and his
Blood, to enter into deep communion with him, and to live our
lives as his disciples. Nourished in word and sacrament, we are
called to point the way to the Lord as witnesses to Christ’s love.

Here I Am. Speak, for Your Servant Is Listening

The Lord does not only call people like Samuel and the
two disciples. God calls each of us. We must be attentive to
God’s presence in prayer, sacred scripture, the sacraments, inter-
actions with others, the beauty of creation. We are to grow in
willingness to respond, to live as God’s people in the daily cir-
cumstances of our lives. Eli’s guidance to Samuel is for us as
well: with an open heart and mind, we do well to say to God,
“Speak, for your servant is listening.” Like the two disciples in
today’s Gospel, we must be ready to set aside whatever might
stand in the way of our relationship with Christ and our Chris-
tian living. It was more than Simon’s name that changed. The
disciples discovered in Jesus a new way of life, and they shared
the good news of this life with all.

Today’s Readings: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10; 1
Cor 6:13c—15a, 17-20; Jn 1:35-42

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc




