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The Emmaus Ministry of St. Francis de Sales invites all men to join us for a weekend with �Z���À�X���:���u�]�������}�v�}�U��to explore how the three fives can 
help us live in the moment.   

(Five Aƫtudes to be developed; Five moments of Prayer; and Five concrete Occasions of Exercising Charity.)  
“Living in the Moment”  ~ The Emmaus Men’s Retreat  

Feb 23 -25, 2018  at the Sacred Heart Spirituality Center in Newton, NJ 
For more informaƟon contact: 
             Mike Randazzo (845) 544-7175                        € Dennis Hemmerich (973) 332-4928                                 € Rich Santangelo (973) 764-8165 
       Rich Franco (973) 222-9250                                        € Hal Avery (973) 702-1342                                            € Bob Kusma (973) 702-1949 

 

To register complete the form below and return it with full payment to the parish office by February 16th.   
St. Francis de Sales, PO Box 785, McAfee, NJ  07428  Attn:  Joanne Matthes 

 

Please plan to arrive at the Sacred Heart Center between 5 and 7 pm the evening of Friday, Feb. 23rd. 

 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word  
 

    Join us during the 10:00 AM Mass  

Be the first to know…  
Stay connected  all week…  

 

We will post SNOW CLOSING on our Facebook Page.  

https://www.facebook.com/StFrancisVernon 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 

 
 One of the most unusual Catholic churches in the 
world is in Amsterdam: Our Lord in the Attic, or as the 
locals say, “Ons Lieve Heer op Solder.” What looks like a 
beautiful narrow brick mansion alongside a canal is a 
clever disguise for a very well-preserved seventeenth-
century home and a secret church. During the Refor-
mation, the Netherlands was divided into Protestant Hol-
land and the Spanish Netherlands, now known as Bel-
gium, a Catholic stronghold. Protestant reformers seized 
all the Catholic parishes in Holland and “de-Catholicized” 
them. New laws forbade the celebration of the Mass in 
public. St. Nicholas Church was renamed “Old Church” 
by the new owners, and the dispossessed Catholics got to 
work “hiding” St. Nicholas Parish in the upper floors of 
this mansion. Other Catholics did the same thing, but this 
is the only hidden church that survives today. Sunday 
Mass is still celebrated here.  
 It’s a beautiful hideaway, with nothing spared in 
regard to marble, gilding, a pipe organ, and classic Dutch 
painting. A few steps away, the Old Church, begun in 
1250, stands emptied of the statues and carvings of its 
Catholic days, its windows replaced by plain glass. The 
new tenants gave up when it came to the ceiling, which is 
still painted with saints, biblical scenes, and merchant 
ships. The Dutch reformers were tolerant sorts, and as 
long as the Catholics kept out of sight, they were out of 
mind. Catholicism was at last tolerated in Holland after 
1853, but in 1924 when the International Eucharistic Con-
gress was held in Amsterdam, processions of Catholics 
were still forbidden in the streets. Today, Roman Catho-
lics are about 19 percent of the population, and there’s no 
need for any of them to hide in the attic. 
 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

 Family Promise 
This ministry supports families within Sussex County with 
food, shelter and friendship.  Our guests will be staying 
with us from Tuesday, February 6th until the morning 
of Tuesday, February 20th  (Two Weeks)    
 

After all the masses on  January 20-21 'Sign Up' sheets to assist 
this ministry with the following needs: 
Dinners - Hot meals are served around 5:30 PM each evening.  
 
Sleep Over -  Volunteers are needed each night.  They arrive at 
 8:00 PM and stay until 6:30 - 7:00 AM (week days) or 
 9:00 AM (weekends). We can be flexible on times. 
 
Need volunteers -  

- Open Suite on week days at 5pm and stay with guest 
until 8:00pm.  Dinner will be provided. 
- Visit with guests in shifts throughout the week end 
(9 AM-12:30 PM, 12:30 PM - 4 PM  & 4 PM -8 PM ) 
We greatly appreciate all the support our parishioners 
have provided in the past. We could not support these 
families without YOU!  

Ministry contacts: Nancy Altomare (973) 600-4263 or  
                   Cathy Kenny (732) 221-4674  

 

 

Name   
 
Address   
 
   
 
Phone   
 
 

Fees:  $210.   (Full) 
 

 $160.   (Commuter) 
 
$15 discount for registra-
tions received by Jan. 31 
 
Make checks payable to: 

St. Francis de Sales  

 

First Retreat?    Y  /  N 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Grades 7-12   Service Hour Requirements:  

7 & 8 Grade  (10 Hours per year)  
 High School  (40 Hours in 2 years) 

 

Please remember - Service Hours do not count, until you have passed 
in the paperwork to Mrs. Weber.   Contact - Melory Weber 973-827-
3248 x 328 melory@stfrancisvernon.org   

                        

 FORMED   
         Your faith connection Online ! 

PARISH CODE:  RX7GDK   www.FORMED.org 
 

Make time  to explore your faith!  

ADULT FAITH FORMATION  

 Service Hour Opportunities  
There is a Bulletin Board outside of the Religious Education Offices. Look for the 
details to sign up.   Children’s Liturgy (Sunday), Hospitality (Sat. &/or Sun. Month-
ly), Youth Music Ministry (Weekly),  Altar Server (Monthly Rotation). , Opportuni-
ties for Service, open up at different times of the year. So, check the 
board frequently. 

Let ‘s  gather together to enjoy each other’s company  

Winter’s Evening Tea 
  for Women  

Friday, January 26th, 2018 
   7:30 Pm  in Boland Hall  

 
 
 
 
 

Bring your friends !   

 

Joining us for this fun evening , there will also be a short  
preview by Linda Baratte, a popular presenter at retreat 

centers and parishes in Northern NJ. An RICA ‘graduate”, 
she has a special commitment to adult faith formation and 

women’s spirituality.   
 Please RSVP to the Parish Office. (973) 827-3248 x 300 

 

Did you know the average cost to educate one        
seminarian in the United States each year is over $31,500?  In 
order to offset the cost to these seminarians and postulants, the 

Columbiettes have a program 
called Heaven  Cents.  Each 
month we save our pennies, loose 
change, and sometimes our quiet 
money (dollar bills) and donate 
this to our program.  During the 
month of January we are chal-
lenging you, our parishioners, to 
get involved and join us in our 
quest to help offset these educa-
tion expenses.   
 

We are asking you to save your Heaven Cents and 
bring these to the Penny Social which will be a fun event held 
the weekend of Jan. 27-28th after  all the Masses.  Please drop 
off your donations in the Parish Life Center and plan on spend-
ing some time with us, enjoying some hospitality as our thanks 
to you.  We will also have activities for the children.  

 Hope to see you there!   
Janet Tussey (973) 875-9880 

 

 
SAVE YOUR CHANGE- MAKE A DIFFERENCE!  

January 27-28th : Penny Social   

A Lent to Remember 
A Lenten Encounter with Mercy: Presenter Cheryl Avery 

 
Lent is a time to reflect on our relationships, with family, 
friends, neighbors, co-workers, and most importantly, a time to 
grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ. How do we do that? 
 
Please join us for A Lent to Remember - a four-week, video-
based study that uses the Augustine Institute programs Forgiven 
and Symbolon to provide a powerful presentation of the mercy 
of God in the Sacrament of Confession. 
 
The program will take place at the parish for 4 weeks, at 
9:30 am and 7:00 pm, with an episode to watch and discuss 
each week. Choose the time that works for you!  
 
Week #1 – Monday, Feb. 12th - Where Are You? ** 
Week #2 – Tuesday, Feb. 20th -  An Encounter with Mercy 
Week #3 – Tuesday, Feb. 27th - Embraced in Mercy: 
      The Rite Explained 
Week #4 – Tuesday, March 6th - The Paschal Mystery 
 Bonus Episode – For Children:  
 How to Make a Good Confession 
 

Please sign up in the social hall  Jan 27/28 or  Feb 3/4  
or call Joanne to register for the class. 

Religious Education Families  
Stations & Simple Supper Family Night  

 
Friday, February 23, 2018    

 
Session One - 5:00 PM Grades  1, 2, 3 with Grade 7 helpers  
Session Two- 7:00 PM  Grades 4, 5, 6 with Grade 8 helpers  
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St. Francis de Sales  
Food Pantry  

January is the annual  
 Can Can Sale Time!  

Please think of the pantry 
and help us restock!  

 
Soups, Stews, Tuna,   
Chicken Stock,  
Vegetables, Beans,   
Tomatoes,  etc. . . 
Oh-la-la  Merci!  

ST. FRANCIS GIFT SHOP 
 

Shop our “After Christmas Sale”.  
Perhaps there was something 
you’ve had your eye on, come pick it up.  
Christmas items are now 40% off and some 
are 50% off.  It’s always fun to shop a sale.  

DAY TRIPS with XYZ 
 of St. Francis  

 

Tuesday, June 5th   
Hunterdon Playhouse Luncheon Show  

“The House is Rockin”   
Starring : The Mahoney Brothers 

The World’s Greatest Family of Musical Impersonators  
$80.00 pp (includes - Served meal, Dessert Buffet, The Show, 
 Tips & Taxes and the Bus.)   
 
Bus Pick up: 9:00 AM at St. Francis (Back Parking Lot)  

From the 1950’s rockabilly of the Everly Brothers, 
Jerry Lee Lewis and Buddy Holly, through the swing-
ing 60’s, led by The Beatles and Beach Boys, and 
thought the great classic rock of the 1970’s, The Ma-
honey Brothers return to take you on a fast paced trip 
through the “Soundtrack of Our Lives”! And yes, Elv-
is is back in all of his Rock n’ Roll glory!  
Contact: Jo Prisco 973-222-9369  
 
Friday, July 20th   Shawnee Playhouse  

“FOOTLOOSE”  
Cost: $62.00 pp (includes- 

Show, Lunch, Bus and tip for 
the driver)  Sorry, No Refunds - 

Payment due June 15th. 
 

Bus Pick up: 10:30AM at St. Francis (Back Parking Lot)  
 Contact: Jo Prisco     973-222-9369 
 

Our Lady of Fatima  in Highland Lakes is spon-
soring a pilgrimage to  

Lourdes and the Shrine of Spain  
May 21-19, 2018   

For more information, please call their Parish office  
973-764-4457  

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 Simon and Andrew, James and John were working 
when Jesus called them. They immediately put down their nets 
and followed Jesus. Can you imagine? The disciples walked 
away from their previous way of life and toward another, in 
which Jesus and his way take precedence. They put aside any-
thing that would stand between themselves and the life of disci-
pleship. Jonah acted similarly—he perceived the Lord’s call and 
responded without question. He literally walked a different path, 
toward Nineveh. No doubt, Saint Paul’s own dramatic conver-
sion was in his mind as he wrote to the community in Corinth. 
The path of discipleship is about holy perspective. Do not let 
anything stand between you and Christ. 
 
Leave Behind 
 Simon, Andrew, James, and John abandoned their nets 
and followed Jesus. The nets were their livelihood, the most im-
portant tools for their work as fishermen. For these first disciples, 
their nets represented all they knew life to be about, and all it 
could be. Yet they put the nets aside, risking an unknown future 
in order to “catch people” as Jesus promised. What do you need 
to leave behind? Most people will not be asked to give up their 
livelihood in order to answer Christ’s call. Yet we certainly must 
abandon everything that prevents us from living our lives authen-
tically as followers of Jesus. Sometimes we must let go of the 
life we know in order to embrace a living, compelling, meaning-
ful life of faith in Christ. Prayerfully examine your faith and life. 
Is there attachment to material possessions? Are there relation-
ships or feelings that prevent you from living and growing in 
faith? Is there a negative habit that gets in the way? Let go of 
what stands between you and the Lord. Invite God’s healing 
presence, forgiveness, and mercy to transform the nets—all that 
holds you back—and risk answering Christ’s call to discipleship. 
 
Walk Toward 
 Jonah did not simply walk away from his previous way 
of life. He walked toward Nineveh. The disciples did not only 
abandon their nets. They walked toward Jesus and to a life of 
discipleship. G. K. Chesterson is quoted as saying, “Christianity 
has not been tried and found wanting; it has been tried and found 
difficult.” Yet Christian living is also deeply meaningful. What 
would happen if you truly took the call to follow Jesus to heart? 
It isn’t only about turning away from things that are counter to 
the Christian way of life. As it was for Jonah, the disciples at the 
seashore, and Saint Paul, a true life of faith is also about walking 
toward God, about loving God and neighbor, about risking an 
unknown future filled with life and goodness, holiness and grace. 
 
Today’s Readings: Jon 3:1–5, 10; Ps 25:4–5, 6–7, 8–9; 1 Cor 
7:29–31; Mk 1:14–20 
 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 



 

 

St. Francis de Sales Parish 
614 Route 517, Vernon, NJ   

Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 785, McAfee, NJ 07428 

Main Number .................................................. 973-827-3248 
Fax .................................................................. 973-827-7534 
Food Pantry ......................................................................... 143 
Joanne MaƩhes (Office Manager) ....................................... 324 
Jane Kunzweiler (Religious EducaƟon  Grades Pre-K-8) ...... 327 
Melory Weber (Religious EducaƟon HS Coordinator) ......... 328 
Janet Kubik (Bookkeeper).................................................... 325 
Deacon Dennis Gil (Building Supervisor) ............................. 348 
Evelyn Ilaw (Music Coordinator) ......................................... 336 
Linda Stengel (LiƩle Angels Learning Center) ...................... 147 
Cathy Carney (RecepƟon) .................................................... 300 

Web Page ............................. www.sƞrancisvernon.org 
Email .................................. office@sƞrancisvernon.org 
 
Joanne MaƩhes ................... joanne@sƞrancisvernon.org 
Jane Kunzweiler ....................... jane@sƞrancisvernon.org 
Melory Weber .................... melory@sƞrancisvernon.org 
Janet Kubik ............................ Janet@sƞrancisvernon.org 
Deacon Dennis Gil ............... dennis@sƞrancisvernon.org 
Evelyn Ilaw ........................... evelyn@sƞrancisvernon.org 
Linda Stengel ................ liƩleangels@sƞrancisvernon.org 
Cathy Carney ......................... cathy@sƞrancisvernon.org 

 

Sacrament of the Sick: Those who are sick, homebound, or in the hospital are a vital part of our parish family.  Please call the 
parish office to arrange for the recepƟon of the Eucharist and AnoinƟng of the Sick. 
 

Sacrament of BapƟsm: Parents must be registered members of the parish and aƩend a preparaƟon class before arranging for 
the bapƟsm of their child.  Please call the parish office.  
 

Sacrament of Marriage: Couples planning to marry at St. Francis de Sales should contact the pastor at least one year in advance 
and before making any other arrangements.  You must be registered in the parish for at least six months prior to seƫng a date.  
The couple is expected to worship with the community and commit themselves to the Marriage PreparaƟon program. 
 
 

New Parishioners: Our parish invites everyone to parƟcipate fully in our spiritual and social life.  To become a member of our 
community, we invite you to a welcome meeƟng.  Please call the parish office to find out the next meeƟng date. 

 

MINISTRY ADVISORY BOARD (MAB) 
 

This board exists for the purpose of assessing the needs and goals of our parish community and to assist the pastor in 
accomplishing the goals set forth in the Parish Mission Statement.  It is comprised of representaƟves from each 
ministry as well as parishioners-at-large.  The Board meets on the first Monday of the month.  Anyone who wishes to 
express an idea, concern, or quesƟon is encouraged to contact the appropriate ministry facilitator.  Items of a general 
nature should be referred to the parishioner-at-large representaƟves.  Your input is welcome. 

Altar Servers ................... Petrina Garrity .......................... 903-7700 
Baptismal Bibs ................ Kathy Brady .............................. 827-4526 
Baptismal Certificates .... Pam Contreri ............................ 875-9788 
Baptismal Prep ............... MaryBeth Stolzenberg .............. 222-8699 
Bereavement Ministry .... Nancy Curry ............................. 827-2674 
Bible Study ...................... Debra Piccirillo ......................... 764-8442 
Children’s Lit of Word .... Parish Office  .................. 827-3248 x 300 
Circle of Friends ............. Debbie Gonzalez ...................... 476-3853 
Communications  ........... Maureen Frazer ........................ 764-4583 
Divine Mercy  .................. Bea Harrigan ............................ 827-0083 
Emmaus (Men) ................ Mike Randazzo ................ 845-544-7175 
Eucharistic Ministers ..... Maureen Carr  .......................... 702-0727 
 .......................................... Heather Baez   ……...…...201-953-3715 
Family Promise ............... Nancy Altomare ........................ 702-8840 
 .......................................... Cathy Kenny ............................. 764-5842 
Food Pantry……… .......... Carol Varesi………..… .... .201-913-9767 
 .......................................... Rick Drogo..............  ................. 875-6863  
Health & Wellness .......... Pat Faris ................. ………201-874-6567 
……………………………..Deb Fisher …….…………..973-827-5305 
Homebound ..................... Pat Vitkosky…………………….827-5473 

Host Ministry................... Jay Zaremba ..................... 845-986-1827 
Lectors ............................ Frank Garrity ............................ 903-5290 
Library Ministry .............. Parish Office ............................ 309-5597 
Liturgy ............................. Joanne Matthes .......... 827-3248 ext 324 
Mom To Mom .................. Jen Remington ......................... 906-2398 
Music Ministry ................ Evelyn Ilaw   ............................. 764-7295 
Outreach - Meals ............ Janice Schmidt ......................... 875-3663 
Parishioners At Large .... Rick Braun ..............................  764-7702 
Prayer Shawl Ministry .... Judy Kelly ................................. 875-3962 
Pre Cana .......................... Steve & Debbie Piccirillo .......... 764-8442 
Rainbow Program .......... Parish Office ............................ 827-3248 
RCIA ................................. Laura Curcione ........................ 875-1703 
Rosary Makers ................ Maria Miley  …………….…….. 222-3064 
Ruth’s Ministry-Widows Kathy Dickson ........................ 875-8946 
St. Joseph Ministry ........ Michael Hoffman ............... …...875-8056 
Ushers  ............................ Pam Contreri ............................ 875-9788 
Vocations ........................ Deacon Dennis Gil ...... 827-3248 ext 348 
Welcome Ministry ........... Jill & Ed DeYoung .................... 827-5960 
XYZ Club (Seniors) ......... Kathy Brady .................... ……  827-4526  


