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Pastorôs Corner 
 

 
Beloved,  
 
The priestly blessing has always been one of my fa-
vorite parts of the Mass, even before I was a priest. 
There is a true spiritual impartation that takes place 
when the priest pronounces his blessing. And I donôt 
just say that to get people to stay to the end of Mass. 
 
Consider what Jesus promised his disciples: Whatev-
er you bind on earth will be bound in heaven. What-
ever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
Matthew 18:18 I believe that extends to blessings 
and whatever the rightful authority of the Church 
blesses on earth will be blessed in heaven. 
 
In the Old Testament, blessings were regarded as 
treasures. Jacob wrestled with an angel to receive his 
blessing. He then went on to bless his 12 sons, 
prophesying their future generations. To Judah was 
given the promise of the Messiah: The scepter shall 
not depart from Judah until the obedience of the na-
tions is his. Our Holy Mother was blessed by her 
cousin: Blessed are you among women, and blessed 
is the fruit of your womb. A blessing is a very power-
ful thing.  
 
Various seasons of the Church incorporate appropri-
ate solemn blessings. When you pay attention to the 
words of these blessings, you know you are receiving 
something special. With Christmas just around the 
corner, listen to the words of the Solemn Blessing of 
the Nativity. 
 
May the God of infinite goodness, who by the Incar-
nation of his Son has driven darkness from the world 
and by that glorious Birth has illumined this most 
holy night, drive far from you the darkness of vice 
and illumine your hearts with the light of virtue. May 
God, who willed that the great joy of his Sonôs saving 
Birth be announced to shepherds by the Angel, fill 
your minds with the gladness he gives and make you 
heralds of his Gospel. And may God who by the In-
carnation brought together the earthly and heavenly 
realm, fill you with the gift of his peace and favor 
and make you sharers with the Church in heaven. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Father Ed 

Religious Education and 
Sacrament Preparation 

 
To prepare your children for the Sacraments, please 
contact Father Ed. 
For Domestic Church materials, Father Ed has re-
sources for your family. 
 

A Twelve-Week Couple Journey 
Understanding, Strengthening, and Repairing 

Your Relationship 
 
In every other area of our life, if we want to improve 
in something, we read, study, find a coach, or join a 
support group. No one would begin training for a 
marathon, or learn a new style of cooking by simply 
buying shoes or a wok. 
 
Why does it make sense to think we should just intui-
tively ógetô relationships, without seeking any help or 
coaching to find a more satisfying friendship? Our 
relationship with our spouse is intended to be our 
greatest source of connection and happiness. The real-
ity is that a sustained sense of deep connection with 
another person takes work. 
 
But what makes a good marriage? 
 
In the 1980ôs some popular ideas included communi-
cation skills, active listening, conflict resolutions 
skills, dealing with personality problems, and com-
mon interests. The problem is, no one had ever done 
research to investigate whether these things actually 
help couples to have a better relationship. We are now 
standing in a completely different place. Numerous 
scientific, long term studies of more than 700 couples, 
in all states of life, have now been conducted, and a 
completely different picture has emerged. 
 
Deacon Scott McKellar and his wife, Wendy, invite 
you to journey as a couple through a Twelve-Week 
Couple Journey running from January-March 2021, 
using the material developed from the Gottman Insti-
tute research. 
A book study of The Seven Principles for Making 
Marriage Work: A Practical Guide from the Coun-
try's Foremost Relationship Expert by John Gottman, 
PhD 



Masses, Intentions, Reconciliation 
 

Saturday December 19, 2020 
   3:15 - 3:45 Reconciliation 
   4 pm Mass -  
   Intention: - All parishioners of Guardian Angels, 
   living and deceased 
 
 

Sunday December 20, 2020 
    8:00 am Mass  
Intention: Mary Barbosa  
 

   9:30 am Mass -  Divine Worship 
Intention: All parishioners of Our Lady of Hope, 
living and deceased 
 

   11:00 am Mass (also live streamed) 
Intention: Ruben Zaragoza  
 
 

Tuesday 
   11:15 - 11:45 Reconciliation 
   12 noon - Daily Mass 
 
 

Wednesday: 9 am Daily Mass  (live streamed) 
 
 

Thursday: 8:15 am Daily Mass for OLOH School 
(live streamed) CHRISTMAS EVE See schedule 
 

All  weekend Masses & Tuesday & Thursday Daily Mass  
are celebrated at  

Guardian Angels Catholic Church 

 

Masses/Events that are streamed live:  

YouTube at GuardianAngelsKC channel 

Special Prayers & Intentions 

Please pray for: 

Pete Pierron, Diane Stahl, Patty Regan, Pam & George 

Abel, John Altman, Janet Altmann, Connie Chaffin, 

Shirley Andrade, Angela & Henry Barbosa, Jeanne 

Boucek, Kelly & Joseph Chambers, Livia Ciplea, Larry 

Clark, Aurora Davis, Noree Hanson, Russ & Faith Hobbs 

& Family, Bonnie King, Tom Lewis, Marian Lindberg, 

Helen Marlow, Pete & Sondra Peterson, Jon Rouse, Crys-

tal Stephens, Roy & Eileen Surridge, Carl Walston, Trisha 

Whitehead, Mark Wilborne, Katrina Worth, Nancy Dixon, 

Cathryn Dugan, Jose Padilla Enriques, Shawn Gaupp, 

Charles Gurera, Sylvia Harral, Frankie Hernandez, Nick 

& Rita Hernandez, Adri Jordison, Freddie Juarez, Jackie 

Kallman, Mary Komoroski, Eugene Lawhon, Delores 

Lopez, Ermaline Lopez, Michael Lucas, Michael McCun-

niff, Andy McEachron, Wendy McKellar, Harper 

McLean, Katie Mendoza, Fr. Joe Miller,  Cathy Norbury, 

James Norbury, Celia Padilla, Rose & Joe Padilla, Ashley 

Parton, Guadalupe Reyes, Theo Stephen Ridenour,  Tere-

sa Rivera, Jessie Ruiz, Michael Schlueter, Kelli Seiler, 

Kathleen Stanton, Ben Studebaker, Genevieve Substine-

Lewis, Susan Tarwater, Warren Toms, Beverly Tumberg-

er, Soccorro Velo, Michael Weaver, Jacob Wiltse, Jim 

Wood  

Please pray for these serving in the military:  

Ryan Asbury (Air Force), Sam Fair (Air Force), Carlos 

Garcia III (Navy), Daniel Hitchcock (Army), Jonathan 

Hitchcock (Army), Stephen Hitchcock (Army), Nate 

Hitchcock (Army), Nick Malott, Michael Mathews 

(Army), Joe  Penniston, James Reyes (Marines), 

Geoff  Schultz  (Air Force), Michael Sparks (Navy), Bill 

Suellentrop (Army), Garrett Trowbridge (Army), Connor 

Wiltse (Air Force). 

Readings for the Week of 
December 20, 2020 

 
 

Sunday: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3,  
  4-5, 27, 29 [2a]/Rom 16:25-27/Lk  
  1:26-38  
 

Monday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3,  
  11-12, 20-21 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39-45 
 

Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd]/
  Lk 1:46-56 
 

Wednesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10  
  and 14 [cf. Lk 21:28]/Lk 1:57-66 
 

Thursday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps  
  89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29 [2]/Lk 1:67-79 
 

Friday:  Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29  
  [2a]/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or  
  1:18-25. Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3,  
  11-12, 13 [Lk 2:11]/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1- 
  14. Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/
  Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20. Day: Is 52:7-10/Ps  
  98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3c]/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-
  18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14 
 

Saturday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and  
  8ab, 16bc and 17 [6]/Mt 10:17-22 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 
Celebrate the Birth of Our Redeemer with us! 

 
Thursday December 24, Christmas Eve 
4 pm Family Mass (Santa will join us) 

6 pm Solemn High Mass with Divine Worship 
 

Friday December 25, Christmas Day 
10 am Mass 

 
Friday January 1, 2021 

Celebrate the Solemnity of Mary,  
The Holy Mother of God 

10 am Mass 



Sexual Abuse 
The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combat-
ting sexual abuse in the Church.  If you are a victim of sexual 
abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse:  
 

1.   Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if 
the victim is currently under the age of 18), and 
2.  Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911,  
3.  After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authori-
ties, report suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable 
adult to the Diocesan Ombudsman, Joe Crayon, at 
816.812.2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org, if the abuse in-
volves a priest, deacon, employee or volunteer of the Diocese of 
Kansas City-St. Joseph. 

The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing 
care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse 
and their families.  Please contact the Victim Advo-
cate, Kathleen Chastain, at 816.392.0011 
or chastain@diocesekcsj.org for more information.  

Sacraments & Other Information 
 
For information regarding Marriage Preparation, Baptism, 
Anointing of the Sick and Quincea¶era, please contact Father 
Ed at the church office. 
 

Father Ed still hears confessions regularly but now by appoint-
ment. For Sacrament of Reconciliation please call him at the 
church office. 
 

For information about Religious Education including Confirma-
tion & RCIA, please contact Father Ed at the church office or 
via info@guardianangelskc.org 
 

To report the hospitalization of or death of a loved one and/or 
for funeral arrangements, please contact Laurie Jo at the church 
office. 
 

For Mass Intentions, hall & cafeteria rental, contact Laurie Jo at 
the  church office. 
 

Food Pantry & Assistance: call 816.768.6575 for ap-
pointment 
 

Church Office Hours: Our secretary is in the office 
from 8am to noon, Monday - Thursday. Please call 
for appointments. 
 

Studies and Homilies: Listen to Father Ed Willsô 
podcasts of homilies and studies:  
FatherEdWills.podbean.com and at  iTunes Podcasts 

Discovery/RCIA Classes -  Catch Up Now! 
 
We are taking a break, as per schedule, until 
Wednesday January 6. Now is the time to catch up 
on our YouTube channel.  Especially pivotal in the 
teaching on our Catholic faith journey is the class 
presented December 16.  

 

Deepen your walk with us! 

mailto:crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org
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