
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ST. BENILDE 
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1901 Division Street • Metairie, Louisiana  70001 

Church Office: (504) 834-4980 • Church Fax: (504) 831-5810 • Church Email: stbenildechurch@cox.net 

www.stbenilde.org  

 
CLERGY 
Rev. Robert T. Cooper, Pastor 
Rev. H.L. Brignac, Sacramental  Asst. 
Deacon Biaggio DiGiovanni  
Deacon Stephen Gordon 
Deacon Clifford Wright 

 

BAPTISMS 
First and Third Sundays of the month  
at 12 Noon. Please call the Parish  

Office for more information.  
 

MATRIMONY 
Please contact a priest/deacon  
8 months prior to your wedding.  

 

FUNERALS 
Arrangements may be made at the  
Parish Office.  

Sunday, May 14, 2017     Fifth Sunday of Easter 

ORDINARY FAMILIES  

EXTRAORDINARY FAITH 

DEVOTIONS 
Holy Hour in Church 

Monday, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
 

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Following 7 a.m. Mass on Tuesday 

 

NEWCOMERS 
Call the Parish Office to receive a New 

Parishioner Registration Packet. 

  
ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY  

St. Benilde Conference 
(504) 233-3246 

 

ST. BENILDE SCHOOL 
Mr. Matt Downey, Principal 

1801 Division Street •  Metairie, LA  
(504) 833-9894 

 

MASS TIMES 
Saturday Vigil … 4 p.m. 

Sunday … 9:00, 11:00 a.m. & 6 p.m. 
Monday—Friday … 7:00 a.m. 

Monday and Thursday … 5:30 p.m. 
First Saturday … 8:45 a.m. 

 

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 
See Inside the Bulletin for Schedule 

 

CONFESSION TIMES 
Saturday … 3:00—3:45 p.m. 
Sunday … 5:00—5:45 p.m. 
Monday … 6:00—6:45 p.m. 

and by appointment at the Parish Office 

DIVINE MERCY ADORATION CHAPEL 
Eucharistic Adoration from 7:00 p.m. Sunday  

till 4:00 p.m. Saturday 
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 Ministers of the Liturgy   
May 13 & 14, 2017 

 

Saturday - 4 P.M.  
Intention: Madeline Gohres Grunewald, Dale Forshag, 

Melissa Mendel Zimmerman, Patrick C. McKinney, 

Merle & Charles Dittmer, Judith Theisges,  

Hubert LaBorde, Carl A. Guidroz, Jr., Flora Maria Be, 

Jennie Spitale, Rose Marie Greco Federico, 

George Spaulding, Dorothy Van Hoven, Joseph Segari, 

Roger & Cathy Ayers (L), Dolores Fallon, 

Ethel Cannizzaro, Elenora Cortello 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

C. Casente, A. Delaup 

Cantor:  Trish Foti   Organist:  Jared Croal 
 
 

Sunday -  9 A.M. 
Intention: Parishioners 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

C. Rispoli, B. Soleto, J. & G. Rojas 

Song Leaders:  Traditional Choir  
 

Sunday -  11 A.M. 
Intention: Barbara Twickler, Walter Clement,  

Mary & Melvin Ducote, Kelvin Ducote,  

Dianne Z. Harrison, Judith Thesiges, Paul Hymel, Jr., 

Annie & Michael Bollinger, Joseph Donald Bernard, 

Dolores & Lucien Sabathe, Joseph Conrad Stengle, Jr.,  

Mr. & Mrs. Hilton Daigle Sr., Olga Garic, 

 Marilyn Groetsch, Johnny Walter 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

J. Ackermann, J. Wright, C. & T. Pitre 

Song Leaders: Contemporary Choir 
 

Sunday -  6 P.M. 
Intention: Marine Peters 

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion:  

D. Powers, B. David 

Cantor:  Lauren Gisclair  Pianist:  Beth Kettenring 
 

Weekday Masses 
Monday  7:00 a.m.  Harold Frisard 

  5:30 p.m.  Maizie Marks 

Tuesday  7:00 a.m.  Floyd C. Bangs, Sr. 

Wednesday  7:00 a.m.  Dustin Koepp 

  8:15 a.m.  Jennie Spitale  

Thursday  7:00 a.m.  Alice Lowrie 

  5:30 p.m.  Special Intention 

Friday   7:00 a.m.  Barbara Twickler 

The Church Sanctuary Lamp 
burns in memory of  

Dolores Fallon 
 

The Blessed Mother  

    Votive Lamps burn  

in memory of 

Marilyn Groetsch 

Adoration Chapel  

Sanctuary Lamp burns  

in  memory of  

Stuart and Gloria Fourroux 

 

Adoration Chapel Candles 

burn in memory of 

Dianne Z. Harrison 

Altar Ladies  
Week of May 14 

M. Surcouf, L. Hart, Y. Morise 
 

Linens 
Large -  B. Koch-Jones 

Small -  C. Jones 

 

The St. Joseph Votive Lamps 

burn in memory of  

Marilyn Groetsch 
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The Altar Flowers are in  
Honor of  Our Lady of  Fatima 



Stewardship of Treasure 
Weekend of May 6 & 7 

Totals will appear in next weekend’s bulletin due 

to early deadline. 

Extraordinary Ministers 
of  Holy Communion  

May 20/21 
4   PM    A. & P. Delaup 
9   AM    K. Klapatch, R. Theriot, J. Tusa, P. Cifreo 
11 AM    K. & M. Sorensen, D. Childers, R. Oleksik 
6   PM    M. Drawe, L. Daigle 

Out Of  Reverence  
For The Lord Jesus 

 

who so generously shares with 

us His Body and Blood in the 

Eucharist, worshipers are 

earnestly invited to remain with 

the congregation until Mass is 

concluded.  
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Summer Service Opportunity for High 
School Students  

 

Catholic Charities Archdiocese of New Orleans is 
offering a summer service program, Students 
Engaging in Reflective Volunteer Experiences, SERVE. 
This an opportunity for high school students to give 
back to the community and achieve the service hours 
required by many parochial high schools. Sessions run 
for four weeks with 40-hour sessions or a 15-hour 
session. Northshore SERVE is two 40 hour 1-week 
sessions running for 2 weeks. SERVE sites include day 
camps and a food bank. SERVE is offered on both the 
Northshore and the Southshore. Students must be 
incoming freshman through seniors. Registration is 
non-refundable ς $25.00 for SERVE, $15 for Mini-
SERVE. Registration is open now until full. All        
participants will receive a t-shirt. For more 
information contact Shannon Murphy, Director of 
Volunteers at (504) 310-6962. Register online at 
http://www.ccano.org/serve/  

3ÉÄÅ×ÁÌË #ÏÕÎÓÅÌÏÒÓȭ 7ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ  
 

On Saturday, May 20, 2017, Pam Richard from 
the Archdiocesan Sidewalk Counseling and 
Prayer Ministry will present a Sidewalk 
Counselorsô Workshop from 9:00 AM - 12Noon. 
It will be held in the Conference Center of St. 
Angela Merici Catholic Church, 901 Beverly 
Garden Dr. in Metairie. Please RSVP by 
Monday, May 15  to Pam Richard at 504-460-
9360. A $15 donation is requested. Students are 
free.  

 

Next weekend is Hospitality 

Weekend. Please join us for 
coffee, donuts, and fellowship 

after Mass.  

Summer Cabbage Ball 
 

Registration is open for the St. Benilde Menôs Club 
Summer Cabbage Ball Program.  It is open to 
boys and girls currently in grades pre-K4 to 12th.  
Games will be held on Tuesday and Thursday 
nights, from May 23 to June 29.The registration 
fee includes insurance, free icees after each 
game, and a team shirt.  Forms may be found in 
the school and parish offices and on the parish 
website at www.stbenilde.org  

Church Cleaning Crew  
 

Looking for a way to burn some calories, commune 

with Jesus, beautify our church, and fill a desperate 

need at the same time?  Come help us vacuum - it is 

only a 30 - 45 minute obligation each month! For more 

information, please call Anita at 504-874-1210. 



Fr. Cooperõs Corner 
 

A Mary Moment 

     It is Motherôs Day and our hearts and minds turn to the woman who gave us life and showed us the 
beauty of steadfast love throughout our lives. Homes are filled with celebrations, and gifts are given to 

express the profound gratitude we all feel for our mother. On this day, I am always drawn to reflect on 
one of the last gifts the Lord gave to us before His total gift of Himself on the Cross, the gift of a 

mother. Moreover, not just any mother, but His own Mother, Mary. May is the month dedicated to 

Mary, the Mother of the Lord. 
     Christian Art and the writings of the Tradition of the Church are filled with reflections on the 

profound mystery and implications of this gift of a Mother named Mary to the Church. Even those 

Christians who are a part of the traditions flowing from the Protestant  Reformation, who, for so long 
have viewed this gift of Mary as a problem rather than a treasure, are beginning to reconsider the 

implications of this gift.  
     A few years ago, I was an invited guest at a celebration of the life and ministry of an evangelical protestant leader. It was a 

"black tie" affair, accompanied with all the fanfare. I was one of only a few Catholic clergy who attended the event, and I was 

glad to be there to pay tribute to this man. At the end of the evening, a protestant minister gave the final tribute and prayer to 
conclude the nights' festivities. The ministerôs message, (to the surprise of some present), was that we are living in, what he 

called a "Mary Moment." With genuine insight he broke open the meaning of the life and mission of the Mother of the Lord as 
a model for all in that room and beyond who wanted to follow her Son Jesus. 

     He offered the life of Mary as a model for all Christians. He encouraged all those present to follow her way of simplicity, 

humility and obedience. He emphasized the particular words spoken by Mary at the Wedding Feast of Cana when, after 
imploring her Son to perform His first public miracle (ah, the powerful intercession of a mother!) she directed those who were 

serving to: "Do whatever He tells you." In this message, he was participating in what the early fathers of the Church did so 

often and so beautifully, breaking open the deeper mystery of Mary as a gift to the Church. 
     Over the years, this kind of recovery of the significance of the life and witness of Mary has touched many Christians. For 

Catholic and Orthodox Christians, it has always been at the heart of our understanding the meaning of the mission of the 
Church. Catholics and Orthodox honor Mary as the "Mother of the Lord", the woman singularly chosen in the eternal plan of 

God to be called "mother" by Jesus, to bear God Incarnate in her womb for nine months and then to give Him to the whole 

world. The womb of that mother was a "temple of glory", an "ark of the Covenant" and a new "tent of meeting" where heaven 
touched earth! 

       She was also a real mother who was privileged to, along with St. Joseph, raise the One who lived within her for nine 
months after He was born. In her presence and with her human influence, the biblical texts tell us He "grew in wisdom and 

stature" in His Sacred humanity (Luke 2:52). Think about the wonder of all of this on this Motherôs Day. 

      In the undivided Church, East and West, for the first one thousand years, devotion to and love of Mary was a shining light 
of the profound prayers, reflections and writings of the Christian Church. When  one probes the lives of Augustine of Hippo, 

Bernard of Clairveaux, Therese of Liseux, the late Blessed Theresa of Calcutta and so many others within the western 

Christian tradition, including even Martin Luther, one finds this kind of love for and devotion to Mary. The words of Martin 
Luther express it with such simple clarity: "Men have crowded all her glory into a single phrase: The Mother of God. No one 

can say anything greater of her." 
      Jesus called her "Mother" and He entrusted her, as one of His last and greatest gifts to His beloved disciple and to the 

entire Church with these tender words of entrustment in the Gospel of John: "When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple there 

whom he loved, he said to his mother, "Woman, behold, your son." Then he said to the disciple, "Behold, your mother." And 
from that hour the disciple took her into his home" (John 19:26, 27). 

     Mary was there at the Incarnation, Birth, Crucifixion, and Resurrection of God Incarnate. She was there throughout the 

often called "hidden years" in Nazareth. In the life of the Redeemer, every word and every act was redemptive, revealing as it 
does the very life of God, the mystery of heaven touching earth, and the deeper purpose of our own lives. She was there in 
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those moments whose impact is timeless. They are still as filled with the invitation of grace today as they were when they first 
occurred. 

      She was there on the great day of Pentecost, the birthday of the Church, which we will soon celebrate. She was there as the 
first evangelizer and disciple who gave the first Christian testimony to her cousin, Elizabeth, and won the first convert "in 

utero" in the person of John the Baptist. This event, traditionally called "The Visitation," is recorded in the Gospel of St. Luke 

(Luke l: 39-45). 
      This encounter immediately follows the visit of the Angel Gabriel to Mary (Luke 1:6-38) and is one of the fruits of her 

humble obedient response. That response was not a onetime reaction. It was the fruit of a life of surrender and stretched 

forward to characterize her whole life on this earth and her participation in the eternal communion of Saints. The Prayer of 
Mary is more about being than doing. It is about surrendered love to God.  

     Her "Fiat" in response to the visitation from the messenger of heaven, the angel, provides a pattern of prayer and a way to 
live for us. It immediately issues forth in the fruit of her praise, her "Magnificat." This canticle begins with the words in Latin 

Magnificat anima mea Dominum ("My soul doth magnify the Lord"). This hymn of praise is memorialized in that beautiful 

biblical text which ancient Christian tradition referred to as "The Magnificat" (Luke 1:46-55). The "Fiat" is more than a prayer 
and the "Magnificat" more than a hymn of praise. Together they constitute a lesson book, a guide, for this journey called life. 

      She said "Yes" to the invitation to love and she humbled herself. She confronted her own fears and she entered into a way 
of living. All of this was in continued response to an original invitation of love, a gift, initiated by a loving God. Her simple 

response of "yes" overflowed into her "magnificat" of praise. Through this response, she assumed a life's posture of receiving 

and giving.  She became a fruitful woman, a "God-Bearer" or "Mother of God" (which in Greek is Theotokos). She brought 
forth the Word of God!  Her "Yes," her humble surrender, is a trajectory of love, a prototype of the vocation of every human 

person to bear the fruit of surrendered love. 

     It reveals the meaning of life for all men and women who are children of the one Creator. God is not meant to be an "add 
on" to our life. Rather, He is its source and its summit. There is a way, a pattern that all men and women are invited into - not 

just once, but daily. It reveals the path to authentic peace and is the portal of the mystery of meaning itself. It is what Christian 
Scripture calls the "more excellent way," the way of love. Mary understood and walked this way with extraordinary humility 

(cf. 1 Cor. 12:31). She shows us the pattern of love surrendered to Love.  

     Is it any wonder that the early Christians painted her image in the catacombs during their moments of fear, persecution and 
doubt? They found great inspiration from this little woman of great faith. In her "yes" they came to understand that ordinary 

people can change human history. They were inspired to add their own "yes," their own "fiat" to hers. 
      Justin Martyr and many other early Christian apologists found in her "fiat," her obedient "yes" to the angel, the undoing of 

the "no...I will not serve" given by the first woman Eve. They called Mary "the Second Eve," the mother of a new creation. In 

her womb was carried the One whom Scripture calls the "New Adam," He was born from her as the first born of a new race of 
men and women who would find a new birth through His life, death and Resurrection. 

      That same Redeemer now resides within, and lives through, all those who respond to the invitation of Love like she did. 

Mary's choice, her response to the invitation of a God who always respects human freedom, is a singularly extraordinary event 
in all of human history. However, it is meant to be much more. It is an invitation to each one of us to explore our own personal 

histories and to write them anew in Him by exercising our own freedom by choosing the more excellent way. 

      Mary shows us the way to surrender to Godôs loving invitations in our daily lives; a path, to living a life of surrendered 

love. When we embrace it, it allows Love Incarnate, the Savior whom Mary bore to be, in a real sense, to be "incarnated" in 

and through each of us so that He can be given to others. We become "God Bearers." 
 We become the tent and the ark within which that same God takes up His residence, comes to dwell, in our age - which so 

desperately needs His saving presence. When we begin to touch and grasp this profound insight we not only find ourselves 

transformed but learn how to become the vehicles through which Love is incarnated for all those around us. He comes to dwell 
in all men and women who say "Yes" to Him. "Whoever loves me will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we 

will come to him and make our dwelling with him" (John 14:23). 
     Mary shows us how to participate in the ongoing incarnation of God's Love for the sake of world; to live redemptively. We 

are called to bear God to an age in need. In living this kind of surrendered life we are transformed and participate in the 

mediation of God's love to others. The ongoing creative and redemptive work of God's love continues through us. That is, if 
we learn to respond the same way Mary did: "Behold the servant of the Lord. Be it done unto me according to Thy word." We 

are living in a Mary Moment. Happy Mother's Day! 
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 The Online Giving (E-Giving) program is a 
convenient way to practice responsible financial 
stewardship by using electronic funds transfer 
(EFT). Through Online Giving, all contributions to St. 
Benilde Parish will be made via an automatic payment 
(ACH - bank draft) from your checking  account.  

 Once your Online Authorization Form is 

completed and you are properly enrolled, monthly 

donations to the regular Sunday Collection, the 

Repairs and Maintenance Fund, or the Msgr. 

Richaud Endowment Fund become automatic. 

 

 To Enroll in our Online Giving Program, 
visit the parish website: www.stbenilde.org 

The Mass Explained 
 

Christ Action  
The Holy Mass is the holiest thing we have here on 

earth. Why? Because it is the action of Christ. The 

main thing in the Mass is not what is read from the 

Holy Scriptures, even though this is the word of God 

and should be listened to as such. The main thing in 

the Mass is not what the priest preaches in his sermon 

nor what the people do or sing. The main thing is 

what Christ does. And what does Christ do in the 

Holy Mass? He offers himself for us, as he offered 

himself on the Cross. He sacrifices himself for us. 

That is why we say that the Mass is the same Sacrifice 

as that of the Cross renewed in an unbloody manner 

on the altar. On the altar just on the Cross, Christ 

offers his body and blood for us. The difference is 

that on the Cross his body and blood were visible to 

the eyes of those who were present, while in the Mass 

they are hidden under the 

appearances of bread and 

wine. But they are really 

present. This is the great 

fact. In each Mass, Christ is 

really present and renews the 

Sacrifice of the Cross. 

Signup For Emails from  

St. Benilde Parish!  

Visit:  
www.flocknote.com/frcooper 

Eucharistic Adorers Needed 
 
For the past 10 years, we have been blessed to have 
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration here at St. Benilde 
Parish.  Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration is the 
adoration of Jesus Christ present in the Holy 
Eucharist. The Eucharist is displayed in a special 
holder called a monstrance, and people come to pray 
and worship Jesus continually throughout the day and 
the night. 
 

Come to our Perpetual Adoration Chapel and spend 
some time with our Lord. He is waiting there to 
embrace you, lovingly and mercifully!  
 

If you would like to become a committed adorer, 
please contact Joy Rojas at (504) 834-5525 or visit 
the parish website: www.stbenilde.org/eucharistic-
adoration  

http://www.flocknote.com/frcooper
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ST. BENILDE CATHOLIC CHURCH ï ID # 113850 

1901 DIVISION ST. 

METAIRIE, LA  70001 

504-834-4980 

 

NANCY CAROLLO 

504-834-4980 

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAYS  -  9 A.M. TO 3 P.M. 

FRIDAYS  - 9 A.M. TO 12 NOON 

 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS: 


