
 
 

  

  



Dear friend, 
 
We are delighted to have you join us here at historic St. Rose Church for 
our fifth annual Christmas concert. If this is your first time with us, 
welcome. If youõve joined us in the past, we are so glad to have you back.  
 
We have a spectacular program prepared for you today with a dozen 
treasured carols and vocal masterworks, old and new. We begin our 
program with an extraordinary piece of musical virtuosity: J.S. Bachõs 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, BWV 191. If youõve heard Bachõs magnum opus, the 
Mass in B Minor, youõll recognize this piece from the very first bar. Much 
of the music in this cantata is from his 1733 Missa which he expanded into 
the Mass in B Minor in the late 1740s. Gloria in excelsis Deo was likely written 
and first performed in Leipzig on Christmas Day in 1745 for a special 
thanksgiving service celebrating the end of the second Silesian war. The 
utter timelessness of Bachõs music is evident today. Almost 274 years later, 
we are still moved by its effervescent brilliance and infectious joy. 
 
Christmas is a time to remember and embrace the innocence and beauty 
that lie within each and every one of us. It is a time to open our hearts up 
to those who need it mostñto those who have hurt us, to those who have 
persecuted us, to those who have caused us pain. We hope this concert 
fills your heart and inspires you to share the Christmas spirit of joy, 
gladness, and love throughout the coming year with every person you 
meet. We are excited to welcome you around our òhearthó and share this 
special gift of music with you as we explore the true magic of Christmas. 
 

Wishing you and yours a very merry Christmas, 
 

Trevor Kroeger 
Director of Music 

  y



  d 
Texts and translations are provided in this booklet,  

following the program listing. 

 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, BWV 191 ......................... Johann Sebastian Bach 

 I. Coro: Gloria in excelsis Deo 
 II.  Duetto: Gloria Patri et Filio 
 III.  Coro: Sicut erat in principio 

Danielle Adams, Soprano 
Jason Vest, Tenor 

Evelien Woolard and Heather Verbeck, Flutes 
 

y 

 

 

 
O COME , ALL YE FAITHFUL  

Please stand and join us in singingé 

 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Sing, all ye citizens of heavõn above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; O comeé 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, 

Jesus, to thee be all glory givõn; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; O comeé 

 



Eit barn er født i Betlehem ...............................................arr. Ørjan Matre 

 
A Spotless Rose ........................................................................... Paul Mealor 
 

y 

 

Ave Maris Stella ............................................. Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy

Alexandra Schoeny, Soprano 
 

y 

C

 
H ARK! THE H ERALD ANGELS SING  

Please stand and join us in singingé 

 
Hark! the herald angels sing,  

òGlory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild  

God and sinners reconciled!ó 

Joyful, all you nations, rise;  

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim,  

òChrist is born in Bethlehem!ó 
 

Hark! the herald angels sing,  

òGlory to the newborn King!ó 

 
Christ, by highest heavõn adored,  

Christ the everlasting Lord: 

Late in time behold him come,  

Offspring of the Virginõs womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see:  

Hail the incarnate Deity, 

 



 

Patapan from Seven Joys of Christmas ............................... arr. Kirke Mechem 

 
Silent Night ............................................................................ arr. John Rutter 

 
Fum, fum, fum! from Seven Joys of Christmas ................ arr. Kirke Mechem 

 
Quanta Qualia ......................................................................... Patrick Hawes 

James Bunte, Alto Saxophone 

 
Christmas Day ........................................................................... Gustav Holst 

Shannon Cochran, Soprano 
Joyner Horn, Mezzo-Soprano 
Pedro Willis-Barbosa, Tenor 

James Eder, Bass 

 
O Holy Night  ....................................................................... arr. Dan Goeller 

Alexandra Schoeny, Soprano 
 

y 

 
Pleased as man with us to dwell,  

Jesus, our Emmanuel. Harké 
 

Hail the heavõn born Prince of Peace!  

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings,  

Risõn with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by,  

Born that we no more may die, 

Born to raise us from the earth,  

Born to give us second birth. Harké  

 



 

y 

 
THE FIRST NOEL  

Please stand and join us in singingé 

 

ALL : 

The first Noel the angel did say 

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

In fields as they lay, keeping their sheep, 

On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

Born is the King of Israel! 
 

CHOIR ONLY : 

They looked up and saw a star,  

Shining in the east, beyond them far; 

And to the earth it gave great light, 

And so it continued both day and night:  

 

ALL : 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, 

Born is the King of Israel! 
 

And by the light of that same star, 

Three wise men came from country far; 

To seek for a king was their intent, 

And to follow the star wherever it went: Noelé 
 

Then let us all with one accord 

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord, 

That hath made heavõn and earth of naught, 

And with his blood mankind hath bought: Noelé 

 



 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, BWV 191 ð J.S. Bach (1685ð1750) 
 
I. CORO 

Gloria in excelsis Deo.   
Et in terra pax   
hominibus bonae voluntatis.  
 
II. DUETTO 

Gloria Patri et Filio  
et Spiritui sancto. 
 
III. CORO 

Sicut erat in principio  
et nunc et semper  
et in saecula saeculorum, amen. 

 

Glory to God in the highest. 
And on earth peace 
to people of good will. 
 
 

Glory to the Father and the Son  
and the Holy Spirit. 
 
 

As it was in the beginning  
is now and ever shall be 
world without end, amen.

 
 
Eit barn er født i Betlehem ð arranged by Ørjan Matre (b. 1979) 
 
Eit barn er født i Betlehem. 
No frydar seg Jerusalem. 
Halleluja. 
 
Her ligg han i eit krubberom, 
men rår med evig herredom. 
Halleluja. 
 
Men okse der og asen stod, 
og såg den Gud og Herre god. 
Halleluja. 
 
Tre kongar kom frå Austerland, 
gull røykjels myrra gav dei han. 
Halleluja. 
 
(continued on next page) 

A child is born in Bethlehem. 
And so rejoice, Jerusalem. 
Hallelujah. 
 
Here he lies in a manger, 
but rules with eternal dominion. 
Hallelujah. 
 
There the ox and ass stood, 
And saw that he was God. 
Hallelujah. 
 
Three kings came from Austerland, 
And gave him gold and myrrh. 
Hallelujah. 
 
 



Ein gong vi vert Vår Herre lik. 
Han leier oss til himmelrik. 
Halleluja. 
 
Lov takk og pris I æva all. 
Treeinig Gud det vera skal! 
Halleluja!

One day we will meet our Lord, 
and he will lead us to Heaven. 
Hallelujah. 
 
Endless thanks and praise 
to the God of all! 
Hallelujah!

 
 
A Spotless Rose ð Paul Mealor (b. 1975) 
from Now Sleeps the Crimson Petal, No. 4 
 
A Spotless Rose is growing, 
Sprung from a tender root, 
of ancient seers' foreshowing, 
of Jesse promised fruit; 
Its fairest bud unfolds to light 
Amid the cold, cold winter, 
and the dark midnight. 
 
 

The Rose which I am singing, 
Whereof Isaiah said, 
Is from its sweet root springing 
In Mary, purest Maid; 
Through God's great  
love and might 
The Blessed Babe she bare us 
Amid the cold, cold winter, 
and the dark midnight. 

 
 
Ave Maris Stella ð Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809-1847) 
 
Ave, maris stella, 
Dei mater alma 
atque semper virgo, 
felix caeli porta. 
 
Sumens illud òAveó 
Gabrielis ore, 
funda nos in pace, 
mutans Evae nomen. 
 
Solve vincla reis, 
profer lumen caecis, 
mala nostra pelle, 
bona cuncta posce. 
 

Hail, star of the sea, 
loving Mother of God, 
and also always a virgin, 
Happy gate of heaven. 
 
Receiving that Ave 
from Gabriel's mouth 
confirm us in peace, 
Reversing Eve's name. 
 
Break the chains of sinners, 
Bring light to the blind, 
Drive away our evils, 
Ask for all good. 



Patapan ð arranged by Kirke Mechem (b. 1925) 
from Seven Joys of Christmas, IV: The Joy of Children 
 
Willie, take your little drum, 
With your whistle, Robin, come! 
When we hear the fife and drum, 
Turelurelu, patapatapan, 
When we hear the fife and drum, 
Christmas should be frolicsome. 
 
Thus the men of olden days 
Loved the King of kings to  
praise: When they hear  
the fife and drum, 
Turelurelu, patapatapan, 
When they hear  
the fife and drum,

Sure our children wonõt be dumb! 
God and man are now become 
More at one than fife and drum. 
When you hear the fife and drum, 
Turelurelu, patapatapan, 
When you hear the fife and drum, 
Dance and make the village hum! 
 
Willie, take your little drum, 
With your whistle, Robin, come! 
When we hear the fife and drum, 
Turelurelu, patapatapan, 
When we hear the fife and drum, 
Christmas should be frolicsome. 

 
 
Silent Night ð arranged by John Rutter (b. 1945) 
Music by Franz Gruber, German Text by Josef Mohr 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon Virgin mother and child, 
Holy infant, so tender and mild: 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
Shepherds first saw the sight: 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia: 
Christ the Savior is born. 
 
Silent night, holy night, 
Son of God, loveõs pure light; 
Radiance beams from thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 



Fum, fum, fum! ð  arranged by Kirke Mechem (b. 1925) 
from Seven Joys of Christmas, VI: The Joy of Dance 
 
On December five and twenty, 
Fum, fum, fum! 
He is born of Godõs pure love, 
The son of God, the Son of God; 
He is born of Virgin Mary 
In this night so cold and dreary. 
Fum, fum, fum! 
 
Birds who live in evõry forest, 
Fum, fum, fum! 
You must leave your  
fledglings on the bough,  

must leave your fledglings now; 
For to make a downy nest, 
So the newborn Babe may rest. 
Fum, fum, fum! 
 
All the brilliant stars in heaven, 
Fum, fum, fum! 
Looking down see Jesus crying, 
see Him crying, see Him cry; 
Send away the darkness lightly, 
Shine your light upon us brightly, 
Fum, fum, fum.

 
 
Quanta Qualia ð Patrick Hawes (b. 1958) 
Text by Andrew Hawes 
 
O anima mea 
Mane! 
O quanta qualia 
Conventus gaudia 
Erunt.  
 

O my soul 
Wait! 
O how great and how wonderful 
the joys of meeting 
will be. 

 
Christmas Day ð Gustav Holst (1874-1934) 
 
Good Christian men, rejoice 
With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Give ye heed to what we say: 
News! News! 
Jesus Christ is born today: 
Ox and ass before him bow, 
And he is in the manger now. 
Christ is born today! 
 
God rest you merry, gentlemen, 
Let nothing you dismay, 
Remember Christ our Savior 

Was born on Christmas day, 
To save us all from woe and sin, 
When we were gone astray. 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 
In Bethlehem, in Jewry, 
This blessed Babe was born, 
And laid within a manger, 
Upon that holy morn; 
The which his mother, Mary, 
Did nothing take in scorn. 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 



Good Christian men, rejoice 
With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Now ye hear of endless bliss: 
Joy! Joy! 
Jesus Christ was born for this! 
He hath oped the heavenly door, 
And man is blessed evermore. 
Christ was born for this! 
 
Come, ye lofty, come, ye lowly, 
Let your songs of gladness ring; 
In a stable lies the Holy, 
In a manger rests the King; 
See, in Maryõs arms reposing, 
Christ by highest heaven adored; 
Come, your circle  
round him closing, 
Pious hearts that love the Lord. 
 
The first Nowell  
the angels did say, 
Was to certain poor shepherds  
in fields as they lay; 
In fields where they lay  
keeping their sheep, 
On a cold winterõs night  
that was so deep. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, 
Born is the King of Israel. 
 
Come, ye poor,  
no pomp of station 
Robes the child your hearts adore: 
He, the Lord of all salvation, 
Shares your want,  
is weak and poor: 
Oxen, round about behold them; 
Rafters naked, cold and bare, 
See the shepherds,  
God has told them 
That the Prince of Life lies there. 

Come, ye children,  
blithe and merry, 
This one child your model make; 
Christmas holly, leaf and berry, 
All be prized for his dear sake; 
Come, ye gentle hearts,  
and tender, 
Come, ye spirits, keen and bold; 
All in all your homage render, 
Weak and mighty, young and old. 
 
High above a star is shining, 
And the Wisemen haste from far: 
Come, glad hearts,  
and spirits pining: 
For you all has risen the star. 
Let us bring our poor oblations, 
Thanks and love and  
faith and praise: 
Come, ye people,  
come, ye nations, 
All in all draw nigh to gaze. 
 
Now to the Lord sing praises, 
All you within this place, 
And with true love  
and brotherhood 
Each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas 
All others doth deface. 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 
Good Christian men, rejoice 
With heart, and soul, and voice; 
Now ye need not fear the grave: 
Peace! Peace! 
Jesus Christ was born to save! 
Calls you one, and calls you all, 
To gain his everlasting hall: 
Christ was born to save!



O Holy Night ð arranged by Dan Goeller 
Music by Adolphe Adam, French Text by Placide Cappeau 
 
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining, 
It is the night of the dear Saviorõs birth; 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 
'Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices, 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn; 
 
Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices! 
O night divine! O night when Christ was born! 
 
Truly He taught us to love one another; 
His law is Love and His gospel is Peace; 
Chains shall he break, for the slave is our brother, 
And in his name all oppression shall cease, 
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful Chorus raise we; 
Let all within us praise his Holy name! 
 
Christ is the Lord! O praise his name forever! 
His pow'r and glory, evermore proclaim!

 

 
The CHOIR OF ST. ROSE CHURCH was founded by Music Director Trevor 
Kroeger and Pastor Rev. Barry Windholtz in 2014 in an effort to actively 
advance the Catholic Churchõs 1300-year-old tradition of cultivating and 
preserving sacred classical music. Comprised of professional singers, this 
chamber choral ensemble prepares music for Sunday Masses, major 
liturgical observances, and other special events. These include the 10:30 
a.m. Sunday Mass and acclaimed concerts throughout the year. The 
ensembleõs repertoire of sacred choral literature spans nearly six centuries 
and is anchored in the rich tradition of Roman Catholic choral music.  
 
The Choir seeks to enhance the worship experience at St. Rose by 
providing spiritual inspiration through a high standard of musical 



leadership. Over the past five years, the Choir has become a regional 
leader in the performance of sacred choral music and is a proud member 
of the Greater Cincinnati Choral Consortium. Learn more about our choir 
at www.strosecincinnati.org/choir. 
 
 

 
CONDUCTOR  

Trevor Kroeger 
 

H ARPSICHORD 

Michael Delfín 
 

ORGAN 

Blake Callahan 
 

REHEARSAL PIANIST  

Therese Sutula 
 

SOPRANO 

Danielle Adams 
Shannon Cochran 

Sarah Clark Crowell 
Claire Lopatka 
Victoria Okafor 

Alexandra Schoeny 
Diane Walters 

 

ALTO  

Sarah Folsom 
Kate Gardin 
Joyner Horn 

Nicholas Kelliher 
Grace Kiver 

Kirsten Smith 

TENOR  

Anthony Beck 
Gregory Miller 
Joseph Rivers 
Shane Thomas 

Jason Vest 
Pedro Willis-Barbosa 

 

BASS 

James Eder 
David Guzman 
Jonathan Gentry 
Stephen Hanna 

Jeffrey Stern 
Sean Taylor 

Ryan Tackett Wardell 



 
St. Rose Church and the St. Rose Music Society are grateful to the 
following individuals for their support of these concerts. We thank them, 
from the bottom of our hearts, and pay tribute to them here. Their 
generosity ensures the continuation of this beloved Cincinnati Christmas 
tradition and brings the joy of Christmas to many people in our 
community. If you would like to support the St. Rose Music Society, 
please call the parish office at 513-871-1162 or email music director 
Trevor Kroeger at music@strosecincinnati.org. 
 

Eileen Barrett 
in Honor of Father Barry 

Lori and Bob Fregolle 

Ken and Mary Jo Hehman 

Julie and Will Jones 
in Honor of Ruth Ann and Bob Dietz 

Mel and John Kuempel 
in Memory of John and Mary Meretta 

Ann and Dan Meyer 
in Memory of Bonnie Meyer 

Patty Misrach 
in Memory of Ivan Misrach 

Dick and Kitty Rosenthal 
in Memory of Nancy Tenney Coleman 

Christine Ryan 
in Memory of Michael Ryan 

Mary and Barry Smyth 

Dr. and Mrs. Denver and Joyce Stanfield 
in Memory of Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Cahall 

Dick and Joanne Thomas 

Anonymous 
in Memory of Mimi London 

Anonymous (2)
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The Parishioners and Friends of St. Rose Church 
for their continued generous support of music at St. Rose 

 
Our Dedicated Volunteers 
Ushers and Ticketing Support 

 
Rev. Barry Windholtz 

Pastor 
 

Chris Ford 
Maintenance Supervisor 

 
Rose Ann Wirth 
Business Manager 

 
Danielle Adams 
Personnel Manager 

 
Stephen Hanna 
House Manager 

 
Thomas Hase and Evan Carlson 

Lighting Consultation and Design 
 

Eric Wolfley 
Harpsichord Technician 

 
Joel Crawford 

Recording Engineer 
 

Rebecca Sontag 
The Catholic Telegraph 

Publicity 
 

Dr. Mary Catherine Levri 
The Athenaeum of Ohio 

Handbells



 
 

 


