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PASTOR’'S COLUMN

Brothers and Sisters,

At this time each year, we are invited to reflect
upon the tragic decision of Roe v. Wade. We
even have in our liturgical calendar on Jan.
22nd a “Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection
of Unborn Children”. This decision by the Su-
preme Court meant an entire class of people in
our country, unborn children, were denied the
recognition of their personhood under the law
so that they could be destroyed through abor-
tion. This is a delicate issue that has several fac-
ets, but in this brief column | would like to
touch on three of them.

The first is that as human beings we are to wel-
come and to cherish each and every human life
from conception to natural death. Our obliga-
tion to affirm and protect life is inherent in our
human nature, even before we come to faith.
This affirmation and defense of life extends to
everyone no matter what circumstances and
condition that life is experiencing. We affirm
the life of unborn children, those with special
needs, mothers in difficult circumstances, etc.
God is the author of life, and because we are

not God, we have an obligation to recognize the

inherent dignity of human life when He creates
it. The right to life is not conferred by the State,
the State must recognize it.

This leads to the second aspect: social issues
have a logical order to them. Through rational
reflection, we can discover a ranking of social
issues. The basic distinction within the social
issues is: 1) life itself and 2) quality of life. There
are social issues which treat life itself: abortion
and assisted suicide are the two most promi-
nent ones. Then there are social issues which
treat the quality of life: immigration, healthcare,
education and so on. This logical distinction can

help us navigate the social issues as we exercise

our civic responsibility: the issues treating life

itself rank ahead of issues treating quality of life.

As important as the quality of life issues are,
they are a consequence of life itself.

To put it another way, we cannot hope to solve
issues of quality of life without first securing
life itself.

A third facet of the issue of abortion is that the
Church and we Catholics are committed to
helping people facing difficult pregnancies
and heal from the devastating choice of abor-
tion. Jesus is merciful and He pours out His
mercy on us through His Church. A great
blessing of my priesthood has been working
with Project Rachel and Rachel’'s Vineyard,
two beautiful and powerful apostolates in the
Church to help women and men heal, restore
their relationship with God and begin a spir-
itual relationship with their unborn child. If an-
yone is hurting from the tragic decision, you
are welcome here, Jesus wants to heal you,

the Church desires iour healini. We are all in
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MASS TIMES:

Sunday:

Saturday Vigil: 5:30 pm
Sunday: 8:30 am & 10:30 am
Weekday:

Monday: 8:00 am

Tuesday: 6:00 pm
Wednesday: 8:00 am
Thursday: 8:30 am

Friday: 8:00 am

Saturday: 8:00 am
SACRAMENTS:
Confession:

Saturday: 3:30- 5pm, Tuesday: 5-
6pm or by appointment

“The secret of happiness is to live moment by moment and to thank God for all
that He, in His goodness, sends to us day after day.” - Saint Gianna Molla



