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Pastor: Rev. Michael F. Hennelly

REGI STRATI ON FOR NEW:PARI
DeaconsD: Rev. "JW' Anjhwy anmundo & If you are new to the parish, we welcome you. You may come
eacon Justin J. Watkins as a stranger to us, yet you are known to Our Lord, Jesus
Weekend Assistant: Rev. Joseph Shenosky Christ—there are no strangers in grace—in His name we pray
you will find peace, hospitality and friendship with us. You are
Daily Mon. Wed Thlrrésssogg:EggeLsETOO m Fri 8:30 am invited to register at Sacred Heart after any Mass on the week-
y ’ ’Saturda'y Vigil: 5:00 pfn P : end, just stop by the Welcome Desk in the Lobby.
Sunday at 7:45 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am & 12:00 noon )
Y Reconciliation SACRAMENTS:
Saturdays 4:00 — 4:40 pm Visit our website, www.sacredheart.us for the sacrament
page and information about becoming Catholic, Baptisms, Mar-
SACRED HEART PARISH OFFICE HOURS riage, and PREP. If you would prefer, you may call the parish
Monday 8:30 am - 5:00 pm office at 610-932-5040 for details.
Tuesday 8:30 am - 7:00 pm
Wednesday 8:30 am - 5:00 pm THE SACRAMENT OFE THE S
Thursday 8:30 am - 5:00 pm If a loved one is dealing with a serious iliness, it is wise to notify
Friday 8:30 am - 1:30 pm the parish office as soon as possible. This sacrament is intend-
Office closes from 12:00 - 1:00 pm for lunch ed by the Church to be a comfort and strength to people during
their iliness, not to be held out as “Last Rites”.
Sunday, December 23, 2018 | 0132

December 23, 2018 Fourth Sunday of Advent
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Fr. Mike & the Sacred Heart Parish Statf wish your

family a very Merry & Holy Christmas Season!

Refl ection by Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

In 1930, Arnold Munk sat down to write the children’s story entitled “The Little Engine That Could” under the whimsical pen name “Watty Piper.” It
was an instant success and has largely remained so. As recently as 2013, it was named by teachers as one of the top 100 books for chil-

dren. As the title indicates, it is a story used to teach children the values of optimism, hard work, and the fact that small size is not an obstacle to
the doing of great things.

On this “Eve of the Eve” Sunday, if you will, we are treated to hearing the prophet Micah’s pean to the little town of Bethlehem. Like the little
engine that was able to climb that hill with its load of cars because of its trust and acquired self-esteem, so by the plan and grace of God tiny
Bethlehem learns of its eternal greatness from a certain holy birth that took place there. Immediately, the little town went from “the least among
the clans of Judah” to the greatest. The rulers of Israel “will come forth from her.”

Certainly Christmas always carries with it a note of optimism by its very nature. Oppressed for ages by Rome, Israel maintained its hope of a
Messiah. Over time, this figure went from being a religious hero to a political one in the minds of many Jews. Yet, to those who knew better, the
real Messiah’s arrival gave promise of a freer spiritual future out from under the burden of sin.

The insignificance of Bethlehem as His birthplace was a strong indication that the world was about to roll a different way. The children’s story of
the determined little engine contains a similar child-size dose of hope and optimism.

The significance of little Bethlehem, paired with the humility of the two mothers-to-be, is also an invitation to ponder a question or two. For exam-
ple, have you ever felt small, perhaps hopelessly so? That feeling can come quickly when we pause to look up at the December sky with its can-
opy of stars. When the people of science tell us that those lights we see have come from unimaginable distances, it is all we can do but wonder
about our place in all this vastness. We seem so small.

So then, do we ever have the right to be puffed up with self-importance? Not if we admit we are small and have the need of a Redeemer! In that
case, we can believe in our importance, because no star can offer God’s love and tell Him about it. Our humble submission presents the oppor-
tunity for God to do great things for us, not dissimilar to what He did for Elizabeth and Mary.

Returning to our opening image, what explains the appeal of the story of a small steam engine that agrees to pull a long train up a hill after larger
engines refuse to help? One answer is provided by three different children’s authors. They wrote: “Each of us has reserves of strength, imagi-
nation, and intelligence. If we concentrate and focus our attention, we can tap those reservoirs and meet challenges that might otherwise have
seemed overwhelming.”

| would only add that those reserves come from a loving Creator who never thinks of us as small. Therein lies the root of the optimism Christmas
brings. May your Christmas be blest because of it.

Holiday Parish Office Hours

@hrisimas_
Mass Schedule

In celebration of the upcoming holidays, the Parish
Office will have limited hours the week between
Christmas and New Year’s.

Dec 24th: 8:30 am - 11:30 am

The Nativity of the Lovd Dec 25th: Closed
December 24th - 4:00 pm, 4:15 pm (gym), 6:00 pm, 8:00 pm Dec 26th: 8:30 am - 11:30 am
December 25th - 8:00 am & 10:00 am Dec 27th: 8:30am - 11:30 am
. Dec 28th: 8:30 am - 11:30 am
Sofémmty Of:MG”’y Dec 31st: 8:30 am - 11:30 am
(Holy Day of Obligation) Jan 1st: Closed
December 31st - 5:00 pm Jan 2nd: Regular Office Hours Resume

January Ist - 8:00 am & 10:00 am
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THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday, December 23rd
AA (open) - 6:30 pm - Parish Hall

Tuesday, December 25th
Merry Christmas

BB = Bright Beginnings: 610-932-2095
SHS = Sacred Heart School: 610-932-3633

6:30 pm - Parish Hall

=~
-

é Pre-Jordan
S0 January 3, 2019
S

Q

This class is being offered for those families seeking the
Sacrament of Baptism for their children. Attendance at a
Pre-Jordan session is necessary prior to scheduling the
Sacrament. If you have questions, please call the office or
visit our website at www.sacredheart.us under the
SACRAMENTS tab for more information. Kindly call the
office at 610-932-5040 to register if you plan to attend.

W4 Thank you to all parishioners who
Vie~  donated gifts to our Parish Giving
.;ee Trees. Your kindness i.s appreciated
» by all those whose Christmas and
New Year’s holidays will be brighter

2 [0, G .
‘ ﬁ‘f_o(,ff\);.‘ through your generosity.

Sat., Dec. 22nd Vigil Mass
5:00 pm Louis Hartman
Sun., Dec. 23rd Fourth Sunday of Advent

7:45 am William Quigley

9:00 am Richard James Durnan
10:30 am John & Catherine Lacek
12:00 pm The People of Sacred Heart

Mon., Dec 24th- Advent Weekday
8:00 am The People of Sacred Heart
Mon., Dec. 24th- Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord

4:00 pm The People of Sacred Heart
4:15 pm The People of Sacred Heart
6:00 pm The People of Sacred Heart
8:00 pm The People of Sacred Heart

Tues., Dec. 25th The Nativity of the Lord

8:00 am The People of Sacred Heart
10:00 am The People of Sacred Heart
Wed., Dec. 26th St. Stephen, The First Martyr
8:00 am Sebastian Achille Rota (living)
Thur., Dec. 27th- St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
8:00 am Helga Hanelt

Fri., Dec. 28th- The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
8:30 am James Finnegan

Sat., Dec. 29th Vigil Mass
5:00 pm The People of Sacred Heart
Sun., Dec 30th The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

7:45 am Warren Devonshire
9:00 am Christopher Connors
10:30 am Linda Bloh

12:00 pm Luis D. Rivera, Jr.

2018 Year End Tax Statements

As the year draws to a close, we know many of you will be
requesting a listing of your 2018 donations to our parish for
tax purposes. You can request a copy of your donation
history one of two ways:
1) please call our office at 610-932-5040
2) email us at taxstatements@sacredheart.us

Please indicate whether you would prefer your statement sent
via US Mail or email. If you prefer email, please indicate an
accurate email address for you. Statements will be sent out
after January 21st, 2019 to allow sufficient processing time
for holiday donations to be included.

Ruthann Miller, Rita Marra,

Renee Pellas, Robert Halpin,
Joanne Kennel, Lawrie Drennan
Mary Whiteside, Baby Levi Colon,
Vincent Nawroozi, Michelle Quinn,
Janet Leach, Richard Marra, Susan Curran

Also please remember in your prayers all of our parish-
ioners with special needs and those serving in our military.

Sick List - names will be kept on the prayer list for one month. If you wish to
have a name added, please contact the office after obtaining
permission for publication.

Bulletin Submission Guidelines

Bulletin ad submissions are due by Monday at 12:00 noon the week you
would like the ad to appear. Ads should be fully complete with all
information details (date, time, location, group/event name) fully edited and
in a Microsoft Word format if possible. Please do not send a PDF file.
There is no way to edit for space/size or use any logos or images you’ve
included if you send a PDF. Ads will be placed as space allows. Call Beth
in the office with any questions at 610-932-5040.
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STEWARSHIP & MINISTRY

Adult Confirmation / \
<& December 15th/16th

Totals not available due to early
publishing deadline.

Please check back after the holidayg

AN

Are you a Catholic adult who has received
- ; the sacraments of Baptism and First Holy
) (/;O Communion, but you have not received the
/ sacrament of Confirmation? Would you
~/ Confirmation ike to complete the Sacraments of Initiation Thank you for your
by being Confirmed? If you are enerous support!
interested in the possibility of receiving the sacrament of g pport:
Confirmation, please contact Deacon Justin at \ /

shchurch.rcia@gmail.com.
£ ;‘ . l
ADORATION

D
-4

Knights of Columbus ~—
Council 13241 As we await in joyful anticipation the birth of the Christ
The Sacred Heart of Jesus Child, let us open our hearts and give them to Him.
Eucharistic Adoration is held every Tuesday from 8:00 am to
Free Throw Competition 6:45 pm and concludes with 7:00 pm Mass.
It’s that time of year again! The We are in need of scheduled adorers for
(Imrmlml\ """ annual Knights of Columbus Free 9:00 am, 10:00 am, 12 Noon and 8:15 pm.
Fraternity, Patriotism Throw Competition is scheduled . . . .
: in the Sacred Heart School gym If you are interested in learning more about Eucharistic
for Saturday, January 12th, 2019 at 9:00 am. All boys and Adoration or are interested in signing-up to be an adorer, you
girls aged 10-14 are welcome. A parent or guardian must be may call Joann Di Liberto at 610 932 8962 .
present to sign the participant’s entry form. Not e: We will no

t hla
Tuesday, December 25, 201|8
Participants do not need to be a member of a basketballteam | o - ccc oo mm e mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm e mmm— =

to enjoy the competition.
(44 AID FOR FRIENDS

FOOD AND FRIENDSHIP FOR THE HOMEBOUND

!'we serve through our Aid for Friends ministry. Please take home a
| few containers to fill with leftovers or extras you may have at your

: home. Soup is especially appreciated on these cold winter days.

1 Thank you in advance for your support. Containers are in the closet
1 at the end of the confessional hallway. Call the office with any

I questions at 610-932-5040.
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1 There is currently a need to stock our freezer with meals for those 1
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BLOOD DRIVE
Knights of Columbus
Sacred Heart
e LfE Parish Hal
P £ o » Friday, January 18, 2019
&S&m@ﬁAé‘&k TR0 1:30 - 6:30 pm
Respect Life/Defenders of the Family Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS or visit redcrossblood.org
Our Respect Life Ministry promotes the Gospel and enter: shoxford to schedule an appointment.
message of God-given human dignity from conception
until natural death and all life issues. For more infor- -
mation about our ministry or about the upcoming plans + American
to attend the National March for Life in Washington, Red Cross
D.C., please contact Dos Leach at =
dosleach@zoominternet.net or 610-416-2720.
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SACRED HEART SCHOOL DECEMBER 23, 2018

School Newsletter

Many Families, One Heart

Ingredients:
1 cup butter, softened
2 cups sugar
3 large eggs
1 carton (15 ounces) ricotta cheese
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
4 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon baking soda

Frosting:
1/4 cup butter, softened
3 to 4 cups confectioners’ sugar
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
3 to 4 tablespoons milk
Colored Sprinkles

In a bowl, cream butter and sugar. Add
the eggs, one at a time, beating well
after each addition. Beat in ricotta and
vanilla. Combine flour, salt and baking
soda; gradually add to creamed
mixture.

Drop by rounded teaspoonfuls 2 in.
apart onto greased being sheets. Bake
at 350 for 10-12 minutes or until lightly
The Sleigh was packed, The reindeer were fed, But Santa still RO M G TNTRGRY B &0 CRORE 0 B

knelt by the side of the bed. In a large bowl, cream butter,
“Dear Father,” he prayed “Be with me tonight. There’s much ‘;%“gg‘gmﬁf;g‘gz 'h"sa;‘rlll:d?gg
et work. todo eind my schedule is tight. consistency. Frost cooled cookies and
jump in my sleigh and streak through the sky, immediately decorate with Sprinkles.
Knowing full well that a reindeer can't fly. Store in refrigerator.
I will visit each household before the first light, I'll cover the
world and all in one night.
With sleighbells a-ringing, I'll land on each roof, Amid the
soft clatter of each little hoof.
To get in the house is the difficult part, So I'll slide down the
chimney of each little heart.
My sack will hold toys to grant all their wishes. The supply
will be endless like the loaves and the fishes.
I will fill all the stocking and not leave a track. I'll eat every
cookie that’s left for my snack.
I can do all these things Lord, only through You, I just need
your blessing, then it’s easy to do. From Our Family to Yours, We
All this to honor the birth of the One, That was sent to Would Like to Wish You A Very
redeem us, Your most Holy Son. Blessed and Merry Christmas!!
So to all of my friends, lest Your glory I rob, Please Lord,
remind them, who gave me this job.” The Sacred Heart School

Faculty and Staff

Santa’s Christmas Prayer
By: Warren D. Jennings




FAMILY ACTIVITY CORNER

COLOR

Christmas Season
Word Search

Angel
Bells
Bethlehem
Christmas
Donkey
Emmanuel
Jesus
Jingle
Joseph
Joy
Kings

Lights
Manger
Mary
Merry
Noel
Santa
Snow
Star
Stocking
Tree

PRAY

Christmas Dinner Prayer

Lord of heaven and earth,
we join today with Christians past and present to cele-
brate your birth.

Bind us together as one family with your love. Thank
you for your sacrifice Lord. Today we eat and give
thanks for your birth, life and resurrection.

We share this food, our lives and our hearts with one
another, in memory of you, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

TEACH OUR

CHILDREN
TO PRAY.
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