New Testament Readings

1- A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 8:31-35,37-39
If God is for us, who can be against us? Is it possible that he
who did not spare his own son handed him over for the sake of
us all will not grant us all things besides? Who shall bring a
charge against God’s chosen ones? God, who justifies? Who
shall condemn them? Christ Jesus, who died or rather was
raised up, who is at the right hand of God and who intercedes
for us? Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Trial, or
distress, or persecution, or hunger, or nakedness, or danger, or
the sword? Yet in all this we are more than conquers because
of him who has loved us. For I am certain that neither death
nor life, neither angels nor principalities, neither the present
nor the future, nor powers, neither height nor depth nor any
other creature, will be able to separate us from the love of God
that comes to us in Christ Jesus, our Lord.
The Word of the Lord
R:Thanks be to God
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2- A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians
12:31-13:8
Set your hearts on the greater gifts. I will show you the way
which surpasses all the others. If I speak with human tongues
and angelic as well, but do not have love, I am a noisy gong, a
clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and, with full
knowledge, comprehend all mysteries, if I have faith great
enough to move mountains, but not love, I am nothing. If I give
everything I have to feed the poor and hand over my body to
be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient;
love is kind. Love is not jealous, it does not put on airs, it is not
snobbish. Love is never rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not
prone to anger; neither does it brood over injuries. Love does
not rejoice in what is wrong but rejoices with the truth. There
is no limit to love’s forbearance, to its trust, its hope, its power
to endure. Love never fails.
The Work of the Lord
R: Thanks be to God
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3- A reading form the letter of Paul to the Ephesians 5:2,25-32
Follow the way of love, even as Christ loved you. He gave
himself for us. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the
church. He gave himself up for her to make her holy, purifying
her in the bath of water by the power of the word, to present
to himself a glorious church, holy and immaculate, without
stain or wrinkle or anything of that sort. Husbands should love
their wives as they do their own bodies. He who loves his wife
loves himself. Observe that no one ever hates his own flesh;
no, he nourishes it and takes care of it as Christ cares for the
church-for we are members of his body. “For this reason a man
shall leave his father and mother, and shall cling to his wife,
and the two shall be made into one.” This is the great
foreshadowing; I mean that it refers to Christ and the church.
The Word of the Lord
R: Thanks be to God
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4- A reading from the letter of Paul to Colossians 3:12-17
Because you are God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe
yourselves with heartfelt mercy, with kindness, humility,
meekness, and patience. Bear with one another; forgive whatever
grievances you have against one another. Forgive as the Lord has
forgiven you. Over all these virtues put on love, which binds the
rest together and makes them perfect. Christ’s peace must reign
in your hearts, since as members of the one body you have been
called to that peace. Dedicate yourselves to thankfulness. Let the
word of Christ, rich as it is, dwell in you. In wisdom made perfect,
instruct and admonish one another. Sing gratefully to God from
your hearts in psalms, hymns, and inspired songs. Whatever you
do, whether in speech of in action, do it in the name of the Lord
Jesus.
The Word of the Lord
R: Thanks be to God
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5- A reading from the first letter of John 4:7-12
Beloved, let us love one another because love is God: everyone
who loves is begotten of God and has knowledge of God. The
man without love has known nothing of God, for God is love.
God’s love was revealed in our midst in this way: he sent his
only Son to the world that we might have life through him.
Love, then, consists in this: not that we have loved God, but
that he has loved us and has sent his Son as an offering for our
sins. Beloved, if God has loved us so, we must have the same
love for one another. No one has ever seen God. Yet if we love
one another God dwells in us, and his love is brought to
perfection in us.
The Word of the Lord
R: Thanks be to God

