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ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Saint Thomas More Catholic Church
10330 Hillcroft St.
Houston, TX 77096
(713) 729-0221 (713) 729-3294 fax
www.stmhouston.org

Parish Office Hours (Closed from 12-1 PM for lunch)
Monday to Friday 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Clergy

Rev. Clark Sample, Pastor

Rev. Thuc Nguyen, Parochial Vicar
Rev. Binny Philip, Priest In Residence
Deacon John Krugh

Deacon Danny Naranjo

Parish Staff
Suzie Hamilton, Pastoral Associate

Eloise Starr, Secretary
Ingrid Gooding, Bookkeeper
Ron Biba, Facilities Manager

Religious Education

Ryan Lambert, Director of Faith Formation

Xenia Avalos, Faith Formation, Admin Assistant
Mary-Therese Hafernik, Youth Confirmation Coord.

Office of Music
Chris Bearer, Director, (713) 980-3111
Jian Guang Shi, Organist (713) 988-9829

In February 1981 we began round the clock Exposi-
tion and Adoration at our parish. This has been a
great blessing and we hope to revive this devotion.
We will need many adorers since our hope is to fill
24 hours each day in the chapel with at least 2 peo-
ple per hour. We will reopen our chapel when we
have enough people registered to fill all of the
hours. We also have a new electronic system for
registering and record keeping. Go here to create an
account and sign up for a Holy Hour:
stmhouston.weadorehim.com

Questions? Text Bob Brill, 713-598-4838 or
Edna Valdez, 713-425-9506.
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Saint Thomas More Catholic School
5927 Wigton Drive
Houston, TX 77096

(713) 729-3434  (713) 721-5644 fax

www.stthomasmore-school.org

School Office Hours
Monday to Friday 7:30 AM - 4:30 PM

Staff

Carolina Bowman, Principal

Noel Novak, Dean of Students

Kathleen Prado, Director of Advancement
Judy Gentempo, Admissions

Anjie Ellis-Scales, Accountant

Rebeka Zepeda, Nurse

Andrea Osborne, School Counselor
Kathy Muras, Front Office Assistant

Please visit our website for details about our
Sacramental preparation:

https://stmhouston.org/sacraments

Infant Baptism Preparation & Registration

¢ You must be registered in the parish, or live in either of
the following zip codes: 77096 or 77035

¢ Infant Baptism is for children under 7 years of age.

¢ Children 7 years and older must attend RCIA for chil-
dren.

¢ The preparation is personalized to the family and we
hope that you will use www.formed.org and Zoom.

¢ Attendance is required for parents and is highly recom-
mended for Godparents.

Please call the Faith Formation Office for access to our
registration, 713-729-3435.

ANNOINTING
OF THE SICK

If you or a loved one is suffering from a serious
illness please contact the Parish Office
713-729-0221.
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From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Friends in Christ,

He is risen! He is truly risen! Alleluia! Last Sunday was a glorious day. It was
awesome to see so many people come to celebrate Mass on Easter Sunday. Easter
is the greatest celebration we have... and it’s so great that we actually celebrate it
for an entire week. The whole week following Easter Sunday is known as the Oc-
tave of Easter and each day is a solemnity. It gives us the time, if we so choose, to
enter more deeply into the great mystery we are celebrating. That is to say, it gives
us the opportunity to reflect more deeply on what Jesus’ Resurrection means and
why it’s important. The Octave of Easter concludes on the Second Sunday of
Easter and then the Easter Season continues for fifty days until Pentecost.

The Second Sunday of Easter is also known as Quasimodo Sunday. Why? Many
names of things in the Catholic Church come from the first several words of the
first Latin sentence associated with that thing. For example, Pope St. John Paul
II’s famous Encyclical letter, Veritatis Splendor, starts off with: “Veritatis splen-
dor in omnibus Creatoris operibus effulget...” Hence the name, Veritatis Splendor.
With this in mind, why is the Second Sunday of Easter known as Quasimodo Sun-
day? Because the Entrance Antiphon of the Mass says, “Quasi modo geniti infan-
tes, rationabile, sine dolo lac concupiscite, ut in eo crescatis in salute, alleluia,”
which means, “Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure, spiritual milk,
that in him you may grow to salvation.” Like newborn infants who need nourish-
ment from their mother in order to live, we need nourishment from the body and
blood of Christ in the Eucharist in order to live eternally.

The Second Sunday of Easter is also known as Divine Mercy Sunday. Divine
Mercy is a Catholic devotion based on the conversations that a Polish nun, St.
Faustina Kowalska, had with Jesus. The message of Divine Mercy is that God’s
mercy is infinite and that He desires nothing more than for us to be with Him for
all eternity... we just have to trust in that mercy and share that mercy with others.
Being from Poland, Pope St. John Paul II had a strong devotion to Divine Mercy.
The following is part of the homily he gave at the Canonization Mass of St.
Faustina, which is still a great message for all of us to hear:

This consoling message [of God’s infinite mercy] is addressed above all to those
who, afflicted by a particularly harsh trial or crushed by the weight of the sins
they committed, have lost all confidence in life and are tempted to give in to des-
pair. To them the gentle face of Christ is offered; those rays from his heart touch
them and shine upon them, warm them, show them the way and fill them with
hope. How many souls have been consoled by the prayer "Jesus, I trust in you,"
which Providence intimated through Sr Faustina! This simple act of abandonment
to Jesus dispels the thickest clouds and lets a ray of light penetrate every

life. Jesus, I trust in you.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Clark
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MASS
SCHEDULE

Monday-Friday
6:30 AM & 5:30 PM
Saturday
9:00 AM

Saturday Vigil
5:00 PM
Sunday

7:30, 9:00, 11:00 AM
1:00 PM (espaiiol)

CONFESSION
SCHEDULE

Tuesday &
Wednesday
6:15-7:00 PM
Saturday
3:30-4:45 PM

On the cover:

“The Incredulity of
St. Thomas”
Michelangelo Merici
da Caravaggio
1602




ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Stewardship for April 4, 2021

Thank you for your generous donations.

Collection $21,324.00
Online Giving $11.854.39
$33,178.39

2021 Goal $150,000.00

Collected 34,921.00

Remaining  $115,079.00

Online Giving

The parish website has instructions on how to register for
convenient on-line giving. You will have full control of
your contribution account and scheduling your donations.

You can scan the QR code above or visit our parish
homepage at STMHOUSTON.ORG for details and reg-
istration.

Dear STM Family,

Thank you for your prayers, food and monetary donations
during the Lenten season. With your generous gifts we
are able to continue serving our neighbors in need with
food and rent and utilities assistance.

Special thanks to the STM scouts for organizing a food
drive benefiting the Food Pantry at STM. AND to all
those who donated food and supported the Scouts. It was
an enormous "kick start" to the Lenten Food Drive.

Visit us at https://www.stmhouston.org/st-vincent-de-paul
-society for more information on our activities, or con-
tact us at (713) 980 — 3113 and by email at
svdp.district3stm@gmail.com if you have any questions.

Easter Blessings from your friends of the Society of
SVdP!
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Sunday, April 11-Divine Mercy Sunday
7:30 am {Tim Mack

9:00 am *Missa Pro Populo

11:00 am fJoe Fogarty

1:00 pm *Jaime Quintanilla

Monday, April 12
6:30 am *Melissa & Danny Scroggins Family
5:30 pm fCarmen Caal Tot

Tuesday, April 13
6:30 am fUgochukwu Nwachukwu
5:30 pm *Michael Alexander

Wednesday, April 14
6:30 am tLanh Nguyen
5:30 pm fMolly Ferris

Thursday, April 15
6:30 am *Prima Nwachukwu
5:30 pm fVeronica Philip

Friday, April 16
6:30 am fJose Medina
5:30 pm *David Starr

HE LIVES!

Saturday, April 17
9:00 am tAlfredo Osmena
5:00 pm fVincent Picardo

Sunday, April 18

7:30 am fCarrie Finley Voinché
9:00 am fMartha

11:00 am *Missa Pro Populo
1:00 pm *Oscar Quintanilla

1 (Deceased)
* (Special Intention)

We are preparing a second mailout that will be sent
to all of the registered parishioners that we did not
hear back from after the first census letter was
mailed in February. If you did not receive that first
letter, it is possible that you are not registered in the
parish. Please do not hesitate to call the church office
with any questions, 713-729-0221.


https://www.stmhouston.org/st-vincent-de-paul-society
https://www.stmhouston.org/st-vincent-de-paul-society
mailto:svdp.district3stm@gmail.com

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH

STM PARISH SCHOOL

It is hard to believe we only have 6 more weeks left in
the 2020-2021 school year! Our 2nd graders who re-
ceived the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time
during the Lenten Season will now receive their First
Holy Communion on May Ist. Our 8th graders are pre-
paring for their in-person graduation which will be held
on May 14th. We have had a successful year and are
proud to be part of the STM Community. Even through
challenging times, we have been able to offer an in per-
son and high quality education to our students. Please
consider us when looking for schools for your children
and grandchildren. We still have spots open in all grade
levels for the coming year.
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In Christ,
Carolina Bowman, Principal

. KIDS NEED CAMP
\h:" Camp has always been a special place
for kids. Now more than ever, our kids
S T T H O M A S need a place to grow, feel confident,
and excel.
MORE AGES
-Summer Camp -
DISCOVERERS: AGES 3-5

EXPLORERS: ENTERING GRADE 1-5TH
LEADS: ENTERING GRADE 6-9TH

9 WEEKS OF CAMP

MONDAY-FRIDAY
8 AM TO 3:00 PM (OPTION 3:00-6 PM)

KIDVENTURE
SUMMER 2021 DATES

JUNE 1-JULY 30, 2021

REGISTRATION

REGISTRATION BEGINS FEBRUARY 8 AT 9 AM

KIDVENTURE.COM

713.960.8989
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FAITH FORMATION

WELCOME OUR NEW
YOUTH MINISTER...

LEANNE

/ j RODRIGUEZ

H1 my name is Leanne Rodriguez and I’'m your new
youth minister! I come from a small Texas town called
Bandera where I lived with my family and our chickens,
goats, and donkeys. Before coming here I graduated from
the University of Dallas. Afterwards I spent two years in
Ireland as a volunteer missionary working with NET Ire-
land and then Holy Family Mission. In my free time I
like to spend time with friends, watch movies, or play
frisbee. I’m so excited to be here and to be a part of this
wonderful parish!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW!

SACRED MUSIC CONCERT
PERFORMED BY THE
STM CHOIR

FRIDAY, MAY 21
7:30 PM
IN THE CHURCH

MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW.

Café Catholica Lite:

May 27 The next Café Catholica Lite will be held
online on May 27, from 7:00-8:30 p.m. Our speak-
er is Fr. Nathan Cromly from the Congregation of
St. John and founder of Eagle Eye Ministries. His
topic will be “Why a Year of St. Joseph?” The
night will include the talk, Q&A, and communal
prayer. Click here to register:
https://bit.ly/CafeLite2021. The Café Catholica
program seeks to help young adults (ages 18-39)
encounter Christ and his Church. All young adults
are invited to join us for Café Catholica Lite
throughout the year. For more information, contact
the Office for Young Adult and Campus Ministry
at www.archgh.org/cafecatholica or
yacm(@archgh.org or 713-741-8778.
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Queridos amigos en Cristo,

iEl ha resucitado! jRealmente ha resucitado! jAleluya! El domingo pasado fue
un dia glorioso. Fue increible ver a tanta gente venir a celebrar la Misa el domin-
go de Pascua. La Pascua es la celebracion mas grande que tenemos ... y es tan
grandiosa que la celebramos durante toda una semana. Toda la semana que sigue
al Domingo de Pascua se conoce como la Octava de Pascua y cada dia es una
solemnidad. Nos da tiempo, si asi lo decidimos, para adentrarnos mas profunda-
mente en el gran misterio que estamos celebrando. Es decir, nos da la oportuni-
dad de reflexionar mas profundamente sobre lo que significa la Resurreccion de
Jests y por qué es importante. La octava de Pascua concluye el segundo domin-
go de Pascua y luego la temporada de Pascua continta durante cincuenta dias
hasta Pentecostés.

El Segundo Domingo de Pascua también se conoce como Domingo Quasimodo.
(Por qué? Muchos nombres de cosas en la Iglesia Catodlica provienen de las pri-
meras palabras de la primera oracion latina asociada con esa cosa. Por ejemplo,
la famosa Enciclica del Papa San Juan Pablo II, Veritatis Splendor, comienza
con: "Veritatis splendor in omnibus Creatoris operibus effulget ..." De ahi el
nombre, Veritatis Splendor. Teniendo esto en cuenta, ;por qué el Segundo Do-
mingo de Pascua se conoce como Domingo Quasimodo? Porque la Antifona de
Entrada de la Misa dice: “Quasi modo geniti infantes, rationabile, sine dolo lac
concupiscite, ut in eo crescatis in salute, alleluia”, que significa: “Como recién
nacidos, debes anhelar la leche pura y espiritual, para que en €l crezcas hasta la
salvacion ". Como los recién nacidos que necesitan el alimento de su madre para
vivir, nosotros necesitamos el alimento del cuerpo y la sangre de Cristo en la
Eucaristia para vivir eternamente.

El Segundo Domingo de Pascua también se conoce como Domingo de la Divina
Misericordia. La Divina Misericordia es una devocion catdlica basada en las
conversaciones que una monja polaca, santa Faustina Kowalska, tuvo con Jesus.
El mensaje de la Divina Misericordia es que la misericordia de Dios es infinita y
que El solo desea que estemos con El por toda la eternidad ... solo tenemos que
confiar en esa misericordia y compartir esa misericordia con los demas. Siendo
de Polonia, el Papa San Juan Pablo II tenia una gran devocion a la Divina Mise-
ricordia. Lo siguiente es parte de la homilia que pronunci6 en la Misa de Cano-
nizacion de Santa Faustina, que sigue siendo un gran mensaje para que todos lo
escuchemos:

Este mensaje consolador [de la infinita misericordia de Dios] se dirige sobre to-
do a quienes, afligidos por una prueba particularmente dura o abrumados por el
peso de los pecados cometidos, han perdido toda confianza en la vida y estan
tentados a ceder a la desesperacion. A ellos se les ofrece el rostro dulce de Cris-
to; esos rayos de su corazon los tocan y brillan sobre ellos, los calientan, les
muestran el camino y los llenan de esperanza. jCudntas almas se han consolado
con la oracion "Jesus, en ti confio", que la Providencia insinuo6 a través de Sor
Faustina! Este simple acto de abandono a Jesus disipa las nubes mas espesas y
deja que un rayo de luz penetre en cada vida. Jesus, en ti confio.

Sinceramente suyo en Cristo,

Padre Clark
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Dios de misericordia eterna,
quien en la misma recurrencia de
la fiesta pascual enciende
la fe de las personas que
has hecho tuya,
aumenta, te rogamos, la gracia
que has concedido,
que todos puedan captar y com-
prender correctamente
en que pila han sido lavados,
por cuyo Espiritu han renacido,
por cuya Sangre han sido
redimidos.

Por nuestro Sefior Jesucristo,
tu Hijo,
que vive y reina contigo en la
unidad del Espiritu Santo,
un solo Dios, por los siglos
de los siglos.

Incredulidad
de Santo Tomas

Vicente Lopez y Portafia
(1772=1850)




