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WELCOME & OPENING PRAYER

by Fr. Clark



WHY ARE WE GATHERED TONIGHT?

ÅTo briefly re-introduce you to the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul (SVdP), one of the outreach organizations at 
St. Thomas More (STM)

ÅTo apprise you of the ever growing crisis of our 
neighbors in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic and 
how SVdPis responding to those needs

ÅTo explore how parishioners and friends of STM can 
support the mission of the Society of SVdP



WHAT IS THE SOCIETY OF ST 
VINCENT DE PAUL? 

ÅIt is a worldwide Christian community founded in Paris, France 
in 1833 by a 19 year old college student, FrédéricOzanamand 
his fellow students. They joined together to serve the poor and 
created the Society under the patronage of St. Vincent de Paul.

ÅToday, there are more than 800,000 members and more than 
1, 500,000 volunteers of the Society serving in 150 countries 
around the world.  There are 58Conferencesoperating 
throughout the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, including 
our own conference at STM. 



THE MISSION OF THE 
SOCIETY OF SVDP

Our mission is to bring men and women together 
to grow spiritually whileproviding theman 
opportunity to live the Gospel values and challenge 
them as people of faith.



MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY

Our Vincentian members are drawn from every ethnic and 
cultural background, age group and economic level. They are a 
group unitedby their spirit of poverty, humility and sharing, 
which is nourished by prayer,reflection, supportive gatherings 
and adherence to a basic rule.



HOW DOES THE SOCIETY OF SVDP OPERATE AT STM?

ÅThe Society of SVdPis a separate non-profit legal entity operating on STM 
campus with the permission of the Pastor and mostly supported by STM 
parishioners.  Our conference officers and members are both parishioners 
and non-parishioners.

ÅWe are most commonly known at STM for our Food Pantry.  Food donations 
come from STM parishioners and school students, the Houston Food Bank, 
Westbury Community Gardens and other friends.

ÅWe also provide financial assistance mostly for residents in zip codes 77035 
and 77096. All of our funding is donated from STM parishioners, Council 
grants and other friends.   Assessments for assistance are through the Home 
Visit, our core activity, where two members of the Society go to the home of 
an individual or family to talk and pray with them, assess their needs, give 
referrals and provide assistance. 



OPERATIONS DURING THE PANDEMIC

Due to the challenges posed by Covid-19, we have changed our 
operations to adhere to safety regulations and have adjusted to the 
reduction of members and volunteers in the following manner:

ÅFood pantry is open only on Tuesdays from 10:00 am ɀ2:00 pm for 
food distribution solely done at the parking lot;

ÅHome visits are performed through the telephone instead of in the 
home;

ÅMembers and volunteers are fielding and returning phone calls 
throughout the week instead of during pantry hours only;

ÅGroceries and other essentials have been delivered to families in crisis 
who cannot get to the pantry; and

ÅResource materials and Covidrelief information have been provided 
via both individual and group messaging and the STM website.



ASSISTANCE DURING THE PANDEMIC

ÅDuring April through August 2020, we helped 126% more 
families (138 vs 61) than we typically do with financial 
assistance ($51k vs $21k) compared to the same period in 
2019.  

ÅSince Covid-19 began 97% of our funds goes towards rent 
and utilities.

ÅHouston Food Bank non-perishable food deliveries resumed 
in October.



HUMANITARIAN CRISIS IN OUR 
OWN BACKYARD

ÅThe needs of our poor and vulnerable neighbors are overwhelming.  Despite 
local and federal relief funds provided to numerous agencies, including our own, 
many families are still facing evictions, their electricity and phone service are 
now disconnected and they have no food or the means to obtain it. 

ÅWe have over 160 requests for rent or utility assistance, a two month lag, which 
we have insufficient funds to help.

ÅMany of the neighbors we assist do not have the necessary documentation to 
secure rent or utility assistance from federal or local programs.

ÅAccording to our own survey, one apartment complex in our area with 940 units 
has 150 tenants struggling to pay electricity bills and 600 behind on rent.  



HOW  YOU CAN SUPPORT THE MISSION OF 
THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL

ÅPrayer, first and foremost.

ÅDonations of money and food are ALWAYS 
needed. 

ÅVolunteer either as a member of the Society or 
as a volunteer to support the work of the 
Society.



VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

ÅAnswer and return phone calls on your own schedule in the pantry or at home 
(Calls in both English & especially Spanish)

ÅHelp with food distribution in the pantry  

ÅHelp with computer data entry or technology to streamline our processes

ÅHelp with communications and updates via the STM website, bulletin, etc. 

ÅHelp coordinate volunteers and logistics during a food drive

ÅAdvocate for our neighbors by calling leasing offices and electric companies to 
reduce or eliminate late fees or reconnection fees

ÅHelp in conducting home visits by telephone on an as needed basis

ÅUpdate resource lists to be provided to our neighbors



A compassionate heart seeking Christ in the poor.

Complete Safe Environment Training & Background 
check. All volunteers in every ministry are required to be 
current in training.    
https://galvestonhouston.cmgconnect.org/

WHAT IS NEEDED TO SUPPORT THE MISSION OF 
THE SOCIETY OF SVDP?

https://galvestonhouston.cmgconnect.org/


Q & A


