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We Invite You to Celebrate 

 

Eucharist: Saturday - 5:00 pm 

  Sunday - 8:00 am, 9:30 am & 11:00 am 

 

Weekday Mass: Monday - Friday at 8:00 am 

 

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm - 4:30 pm  (*or by appointment) 

 

Adoration: Third Tuesday - 2:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Our Mission 

 

We are a Catholic community seeking out and welcoming all in a 

spirit of hospitality and empowering people to grow in discipleship 

in Jesus Christ. 
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Stewardship of Treasure�

1

st

 Sunday of Lent�

Sunday, February 21, 2021�

�

“After John had been arrested, Jesus came to Galilee 

proclaiming the gospel of God….”  ~Mark 1:14�

�

Do you ever think about how difficult it must 

have been for Jesus to come into Galilee, 

knowing that John had just been arrested for 

teaching the same message that Jesus was 

proclaiming.  It must have taken great love and 

trust for Jesus to do what the Father had sent 

Him here on earth to do.�

In the same way, following a life of stewardship takes great 

love and trust from us.  We must be willing to surrender 

completely to God, trusting that God will always give us all 

that we need to fulfill His plan for us.�

1

st

 Sunday of Lent�

Sunday, February 21, 2021�

�

First Reading:  Gn 9:11�

I will establish my covenant with you, that never again shall 

all bodily creatures be destroyed by the waters of a flood; 

there shall not be another flood to devastate the earth.�

�

Psalm:  Ps 25�

Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to those who keep 

your covenant.�

�

Second Reading:  1 Pt 3:18�

Christ suffered for sins once, the righteous for the sake of 

the unrighteous, that he might lead you to God.�

�

Gospel:  Mk 1: 12�13�

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert, and he remained 

in the desert for 40 days, tempted by Satan.�

1

st

 Sunday of Lent�

Daily Readings week of Sunday, February 21, 2021�

�

Sunday: Gn 9:8�15/Ps 25:4�5, 6�7, 8�9 [cf. 10]/1 Pt 3:18�

22/Mk 1:12�15�

Monday: 1 Pt 5:1�4/Ps 23:1�3a, 4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 16:13�19�

Tuesday: Is 55:10�11/Ps 34:4�5, 6�7, 16�17, 18�19 [18b]/�

Mt 6:7�15�

Wednesday: Jon 3:1�10/Ps 51:3�4, 12�13, 18�19 [19b]/Lk 

11:29�32�

Thursday: Est C:12, 14�16, 23�25/Ps 138:1�2ab, 2cde�3, 

7c�8 [3a]/Mt 7:7�12�

Friday: Ez 18:21�28/Ps 130:1�2, 3�4, 5�7a, 7bc�8 [3]/Mt 

5:20�26�

Saturday: Dt 26:16�19/Ps 119:1�2, 4�5, 7�8 [1b]/Mt 5:43�4�

Saturday, February 20�

5:00 pm�

Ralph Loveys�

MaryAnn Pizzi�

Sunday, February 21�

8:00 am�

�

9:30 am�

�

11:00 am�

�

Dorothy Krackenfels�

�

Thomas Cullen�

�

Delia Oliva�

Monday, February 22� Mario Gagliardi�

Tuesday, February 23� Ron Ehrhardt�

Wednesday, February 24� Delia Oliva�

Thursday, February 25� Richard & Theresa Byrd�

Friday, February 26� Edward Lilienthal�

Saturday, February 27�

5:00 pm�

Perla Garcia�

Anna Mahoney�

Sunday, February 28�

8:00 am�

�

9:30 am�

�

�

11:00 am�

�

Betty & Dave Manning�

�

Marion F. Carroll�

Dominick D’Amore�

�

Barbara Brown�

Mass Intentions 

Monthly Offerings � January 2021�

�

 Envelopes & Loose Cash� � � $ 14,854�

 We Share Online Giving� � � $ 20,756�

 Total� � � � � � $ 34,598�

�

 Fiscal Year:  July 1, 2020 � June 30, 2021�

 YTD Budget� � � � � $242,081�

 YTD Offering� � � � � $244,821�

 YTD Deficit� � � � � $    2,740�

�

January � Collections�

 Building & Maintenance Fund� � � $   1,854�

 Missionaries of the Poor� � � $      846�



Please pray for the sick members of our Parish 

community who have requested our prayers . . . �

�

Bob Adubato, Dan Bixler, Joan Bruncato, 

Gosia Butryn, Kristin Carr, Gina Ceva, Tim 

Connors, Rina Conti, Jeremiah Crowley, 

Nicholas Ferroni, Sister Theresa 

Fitzgerald, Mary Frattarola, Chris Groh, 

Mary Hanifin, Eugenie Hamilton, Michael 

Hogan, Toni Kearon, Tom Knight, Erin Lay, 

Robert Lindsey, John McAndrew, Maeve 

McKendry, Jack Matthew McKendry, Al 

Matos, Joyce Peterson, Mona Rai, Sara 

Rind, Ann Marie Sarno,Leonard 

Schmieder, Sam Scotto, Brenna Slate, 

Lucas Soto, Joseph Sterphone, Winifred 

Swiss, Rick Taikowski & David Whitaker�

�

Please pray for those who have died . . .�

�

Rev. Mr. George Keator � Uncle of Dan Farley�

Edward Lilienthal � Brother of Laura Byrne�

Michael Magura � Son of Gery & Teresa Magura�

Neil Spagnuolo � Uncle of Carmen & Tom Spagnuolo�

In Our Parish 

Our Parish Prayers Gospel Meditation 

Catholic Life Explained�

�

Question: Does it matter what leg you kneel on when 

genuflecting?�

�

Answer:  Genuflection is an act of devotion that 

literally means “to bend the knee.” For many Catholics, it’s 

an almost automatic gesture that we perform before 

entering our pew or row of seats at Mass. But, like many of 

the symbols and gestures of our faith tradition, genuflecting 

can also be an invitation for deeper reflection.�

�

The practice of “bending the knee” is an ancient way of 

recognizing the presence of someone greater than we are. 

It has been said that the practice dates back to the time of 

Alexander the Great, but became a common part of 

etiquette in the royal courts of the Middle Ages. From 

throne rooms and palaces, it was a small step to 

genuflecting, becoming part of the devotional lives of 

Christians who used this secular gesture as a way of 

recognizing the presence of the One who is King of Kings, 

especially in the Eucharist. In our tradition, although many 

have been taught or prefer to genuflect by placing their 

right knee on the ground, there is no prescribed way to 

genuflect. It is especially important to keep in mind if 

physical limitations or age make movements difficult for us.�

�

Today, Catholics are asked to genuflect in the presence of 

the Blessed Sacrament (whether in the tabernacle or on the 

altar during Eucharistic Adoration). So, while it has become 

second nature to genuflect before entering your seat in 

church, we should pay attention to where the Blessed 

Sacrament is kept in each church or chapel we visit and 

genuflect in the direction of the tabernacle where the 

Blessed Sacrament is kept. In churches or chapels in which 

the tabernacle is in a separate space, we are invited to 

simply bow toward the altar.

Gospel Meditation�

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture�

�

St. Oscar Romero said, “Aspire not to have more, but to be 

more.” These powerful words provide the perfect framework 

for a conversion oriented Lenten experience. God is giving 

us this Lenten sign to stop being concerned about what you 

have and focus on who you are. This requires that we 

create a desert space and listen more attentively for God to 

reveal His presence. It is all so wonderfully simple on the 

one hand and so incredibly challenging on the other. The 

message is simple: love God, neighbor, and self. Those 

simple words make great sense, but we struggle translating 

them into reality. Our attachments, compulsions, 

obsessions, addictions, routines, and busyness all anchor 

us to the “idol of the self,” keeping us mired in our 

compulsive need for self�aggrandizement. It’s not about us!�

�

God vowed, long ago, to nurture, sustain and protect the 

relationship He has with His people. He called us into being, 

nurtures us in being, and sustains us in being. Without the 

Loving Divine Presence, all life would cease. Once we slow 

down a bit and clear away some of the clutter, we can see 

how the journey of our life is unfolding. We can see what 

brings us in and out of tune with God’s love and how we 

can better imitate God’s loving fidelity in our relationship 

with Him. In short, we will see our myopic short sightedness 

and figure out how we can better share the Divine Fire 

within with others. Lent isn’t just about giving stuff up for 

forty days and indulging again at Easter. We need to push 

things much farther and wrestle with the question of how we 

can be more. “Being more” means becoming more fully 

alive and in touch with the holiness of life and the divinity 

that lives in and empowers all beings and things. It is 

realizing that the “quality” of our presence is crucial to being 

an effective witness and herald of God’s unconditional love.�

�

The illusion we have bought into causes us to believe that 

the wrong things and systems matter. We tirelessly fight to 

keep things the way they are, to return to the former ways 

of doing things or restore some nostalgic fantasy memory of 

“life in the good old days.” Lent isn’t about maintaining what 

we have or returning to something that is gone. It’s about 

becoming something new. It’s about being more focused, 

centered, convicted, and grounded so that we can be a 

person who truly loves and treasures being made in the 

image of God. The secret to Gospel living is not found in 

accumulating anything for ourselves, even merit points for 

heaven. Gospel living means learning how to live with less 

so that others can live with more. The thought of 

permanently giving something up makes us feel 

uncomfortable. Truth often does.�



In Our Parish 

Lenten Schedule�

�

Rosary�

Tuesday evenings at 6:00 pm�

�

Sacrament of Reconciliation�

Welcome Home�

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered on Monday 

evenings through March 29 from 7:00 pm � 8:30 pm 

�

********************************�

�

St. Matthew’s Website � Lenten Resources�

The St. Matthew’s website has a Lent tab that includes 

which provides resources that will allow you to deepen your 

faith during your Lenten journey. Please visit the website for 

more information: www.stmatthewsrandolph.org/lent. 

Prayer Offering for�

St. Matthew’s Confirmation Candidates�

Saturday, March 27, 2021�

�

A red banner is hanging in the St. Matthew’s 

Gathering Space with flames sharing the 

names of our Confirmation Candidates.  They 

are completing their 2 year preparation 

process for receiving the Sacrament of 

Confirmation. Bishop Sweeney will confirm the 

candidates as fully initiated members of the 

Catholic Church on Saturday, March 27, 2021.�

�

In support of our amazing teens, we are asking you to 

please take a flame from the banner and make a 

commitment to pray for the person named.  We are proud 

to welcome our teens as adult members of the St. 

Matthew’s Parish Community.�

CRS Rice Bowl�

For Lent For Life�

�

CRS Rice Bowl is Catholic Relief Services’ Lenten faith�in�

action program  Lent is a 40�day journey of prayer, fasting 

and almsgiving.  Each day during Lent, CRS Rice Bowl 

invites you to reflect on how your Lenten sacrifices can help 

families around the world overcome the challenges of 

hunger and poor nutrition.  It is an opportunity for us as a 

Parish to come together as a community and reflect on 

what it means to live out our Gospel call and encounter 

those most in need.  �

Rice Bowls may be found in the Gathering 

Space.  Please take one home and collect 

your change during the season. Join us as 

provide 127 million with lifesaving support.�

Rice Bowls may be returned to the basket in the Gathering 

Space or to the Parish office by Sunday, April 4, 2021.  If 

you have any questions, please call (973) 584�1101.�

Year of St. Joseph�

Making a Consecration to St. Joseph�

�

Just as Jesus and Mary entrusted themselves entirely to the 

care and protection of St. Joseph as the head of the Holy 

Family, so too can we follow their example. “Jesus, living 

under the roof of St. Joseph and being his Son, gave us a 

personal example of total entrustment to St. Joseph” (Fr. 

Donald Calloway, MIC).�

�

We may be familiar with consecration to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, in particular the method popularized by St. Louis De 

Montfort which consists of 33 days of spiritual preparation. 

In recognition of the emphasis the Church has placed on St. 

Joseph in recent centuries, Fr. Donald Calloway, MIC, has 

introduced a similar�Consecration to St. Joseph�complete 

with 33 days of readings and prayers leading up to a prayer 

of consecration recited on a feast day connected to St. 

Joseph.�

�

If you’d like to do the consecration you can recite a prayer to 

St. Joseph for 33 days (ex: the�Litany of St. Joseph) and 

conclude on the final day with the consecration prayer.�

�

Litany of St. Joseph�

�

Lord, have mercy on us.�

Christ, have mercy on us.�

Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, hear us.�

Christ, graciously hear us.�

�

God the Father of Heaven,�have mercy on us.�

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,�have mercy on us.�

God the Holy Ghost,�have mercy on us.�

Holy Trinity, One God,�have mercy on us.�

�

Holy Mary,�pray for us.�

St. Joseph,�pray for us.�

Illustrious son of David,�pray for us.�

Light of patriarchs,�pray for us.�

Spouse of the Mother of God,�pray for us.�

Chaste guardian of the Virgin,�pray for us.�

Foster father of the Son of God,�pray for us.�

Watchful defender of Christ,�pray for us.�

Head of the Holy Family,�pray for us.�

�

Joseph most just,�pray for us.�

Joseph most chaste,�pray for us.�

Joseph most prudent,�pray for us.�

Joseph most valiant,�pray for us.�

Joseph most obedient,�pray for us.�

Joseph most faithful,�pray for us.�

Mirror of patience,�pray for us.�

�

Lover of poverty,�pray for us.�

Model of workmen,�pray for us.�

Glory of home life,�pray for us.�

Guardian of virgins,�pray for us.�

Pillar of families,�pray for us.�

Solace of the afflicted,�pray for us.�

Hope of the sick,�pray for us.�

Patron of the dying,�pray for us.�

Terror of demons,�pray for us.�

Protector of Holy Church,�pray for us.�



In Our Parish 

Kids Korner 

Prayer of Consecration to St. Joseph�

 �

O Glorious Patriarch and Patron of the Church! O Virgin 

Spouse of the Virgin Mother of God! O Guardian and 

Virginal Father of the Word Incarnate! In the presence of 

Jesus and Mary, I choose you this day to be my father, my 

guardian, and my protector.�

�

O great St. Joseph, whom God has made the Head of the 

Holy Family, accept me, I beseech you, though utterly 

unworthy, to be a member of your “Holy House.” Present 

me to your Immaculate Spouse; ask her also to adopt me 

as her child. With her, pray that I may constantly think of 

Jesus, and serve him faithfully to the end of my life. O 

Terror of Demons, increase in me virtue, protect me from 

the evil one, and help me not to offend God in any way.�

�

O my Spiritual Father, I hereby consecrate myself to you. �

In faithful imitation of Jesus and Mary, I place myself and�

all my concerns under your care and protection. To you, 

after Jesus and Mary, I consecrate my body and soul, with 

all their faculties, my spiritual growth, my home, and all my 

affairs and undertakings.�

�

Forsake me not, but adopt me as a servant 

and child of the Holy Family. Watch over me 

at all times, but especially at the hour of my 

death. Console and strengthen me with the 

presence of Jesus and Mary so that, with 

you, I may praise and adore the Holy Trinity 

for all eternity. Amen.�

Year of St. Joseph�

Making a Consecration to St. Joseph (cont’d)�

�

Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world,�

Spare us, O Lord!�

Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world,�

Graciously hear us, O Lord!�

Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world,�

Have mercy on us!�

V. He made him the lord of His household,�

R.�And prince over all His possessions.�

�

Let Us Pray�

�

O God, Who in Thine ineffable 

Providence didst vouchsafe to choose 

Blessed Joseph to be the spouse of Thy 

most holy Mother, grant, we beseech 

Thee, that he whom we venerate as our 

protector on earth may be our intercessor 

in Heaven. Who lives and reigns forever 

and ever. Amen.�



In Our Parish  

Homebound or Hospitalized�

�

If you have friend or loved one who is 

homebound or hospitalized and would like a 

visit and the opportunity to receive Holy 

Communion, please contact the Parish Office 

(973) 584�1101.  Thank you for helping us 

support those in our Parish Community.�

�

New Parish Registration�

�

St. Matthew’s invites everyone to participate in our spiritual, 

educational and social life. Please complete a registration 

form and join our Parish family!  Forms may be found on the 

Parish website, in the Gathering Space or you may contact 

the Parish office and we will mail/email the registration form 

to you.  Registration is required for Religious Education 

Programs and for the reception of all Sacraments. Only 

active, registered members of the Parish may receive 

sponsor forms for Baptism or Confirmation.  If you 

need a sponsor form, please contact the office an we will be 

happy to assist you.�

�

�

************************************************�

�

Updating Parishioner Registration�

�

Registered Parishioners: Do you have a new email 

address? mailing address? phone number? Please be sure 

to contact the Parish office with any changes to your contact 

information. It will allow us to continue to provide Parish and 

community news and updates in a timely manner.  Do you 

have an adult child who no longer lives at home?  It is 

important for young adults to establish their own 

registration. Please contact MaryAnn Spagnuolo in the 

Parish office with any questions (973) 584�1101, ext. 205.�

Celebrate the Sacraments�

�

Baptism:  Baptism is celebrated on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the 

month after the 11:00 am Mass and on the 4th Sunday during the 

11:00 am Mass.  Please call the Parish office at least two months 

in advance to make arrangements.�

�

First Reconciliation & First Communion:  Our Faith Formation  

Program begins with Grade 1.  First reconciliation and First 

Communion is a 2�year program.  Please call the Faith Formation 

office to register your child.�

�

Confirmation:  Confirmation is a 2�year program beginning in 

9th grade.  Students will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation in 

the spring of their 10th grade year.�

�

Matrimony:  Couples are asked to contact the Parish at least 

one year in advance.�

�

Anointing of the Sick:  Please call the Parish office at anytime 

for Communion calls or visitation of the sick or elderly.  Holy 

Communion may be brought to the home of any person who is 

temporarily or permanently homebound.�

�

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA):  RCIA prepares 

adolescents and adults for Baptism and full Communion into the 

Catholic Church. Please call the Parish office for information�

Altar Servers� Deacon Ed Keegan� (973) 927�1146�

Bible Study� Suzanne Johnson� (973) 361�1028�

Bridges� Debbi Tavares� (973) 895�8874�

Church Environment� Tom & PeggyAnn Meola� (973) 895�4437�

Cornerstone � Women� Joanne Morrone� (973) 229�4915�

Eucharistic Adoration� Tom & PeggyAnn Meola� (973) 895�4437�

Eucharistic Ministers� Andy & Doreen Guzo� (973) 451�0814�

Faith Kitchen� Andy & Doreen Guzo� (973) 451�0814�

Finance Council� John Potter� (973) 543�5757�

Food Pantry � Deacon Bill Ruane� (201) 787�0029�

Fundraising� Bob Sciarello� (973) 584�3983�

Funeral Ministry� Parish Office� (973) 584�1101�

Greeters� Darcy Ronchi� (973) 328�4573�

Healthy Bones� Shirley Kraft� (973) 252�7393�

Interfaith Furnishings� Mary Jo Welch� (973) 361�1666�

Lectors� Ro Peach� (973) 584�1041�

Liturgy� Fr. Brian Quinn� (973) 584�1101�

Marthas & Marys� Beth McNeilly� (973) 989�7547�

Matthew’s Men� Bill Ruane� (201) 787�0029�

Music Ministry� Kathy Burke � (973) 610�5654�

Parish Leadership Team� Deacon Bill Ruane� (201) 787�0029�

Prayer Chain� Debbi Tavares� (973) 895�8874�

Prayer Shawl� Chris Groh� (973) 328�3203�

RCIA� Deacon Ed Keegan� (973) 927�1146�

Shopper’s Club� Winifred Swiss� (973) 960�6005�

Ushers� Parish Office� (973) 584�1101�

Women of Faith� Moira Dziomba� (973) 584�1101�

Youth Group� Jim Hill� (973) 584�1101�

Youth Protection (Virtus) 

Coordinator�

Karen Loveys� (973) 584�1101�

Marriage Preparation� Deacon Ed & �

Sandie Keegan�

(973) 927�1146�

Meals on Wheels� Gene Cottrell� (973) 722�7733�

Parish Ministries & Contact Information�

St. Matthew the Apostle Parish �

335 Dover Chester Road�

Randolph, NJ 07869�

Phone:  (973) 584�1101�

Fax:  (973) 584�0499�

Website:� www.stmatthewsrandolph.org�

Facebook:� @SaintMatthewsRandolph�

Flocknote:� stmatthewsrandolph.flocknote.com�

�

Office Hours:� Monday � Thursday:  9:00 am � 3:00 pm��

� � Friday:  9:00 am � 12:00 pm�



In & Around Town 

Support our Advertisers�

�

We are able to publish a Parish bulletin each week without 

cost to St. Matthew’s. Please patronize our advertisers and 

thank them for their continued sponsorship!  Please contact 

the Parish office if you would like to have your ad appear in 

the bulletin  (973) 584�1101.�

St. Paul Inside the Walls�

Sign up and join us!�

�

Men’s Evening of Lenten Recollection:  With a Father's 

Heart: An Evening of Reflection on St. Joseph�is an 

opportunity for men from around the diocese to�enter 

deeper into Lent.  Join us on�Friday, February 26, from 

7;00 pm � 9:00 pm as we grow in faith, journey closer to 

God, and strengthen our family bonds.  Conditions at the 

time of the event will determine if it's to be live or virtual.��

If live, the night will include a Lenten meal of delicious bread 

and hearty soup.��

�

Being Single, Being Faithful: Whether single by choice 

or by circumstance � never married, widowed, divorced, or 

separated � we must live every “single” day to the fullest. 

We can find fulfillment in Christ and His Church by 

embracing the opportunities for spiritual growth, meaningful 

service and a sense of community. The next meeting is 

Saturday, February 27.�

�

Please sign�up online:  https://insidethewalls.org�

Blood Drive �

Wednesday, February 24, 2021�

�

The Sunrise Rotary Club of Denville, the Denville Rotary 

Club and New Jersey Blood Services will sponsor a blood 

drive at the Denville Senior Center located at 100 East 

Main Street in Denville on Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

from 11:00 am � to 8:00 pm�

�

Appointments are preferred.  To sign up please visit  

smarturl.it/NJBS_Drive.� sponsor code 64293 or call �

(800) 933�2566�

�

Donors must wear a mask or face covering and have their 

temperature taken upon arrival.  COVID�19 Antibody 

Testing will be available.  Please be sure to eat, drink and 

bring a photo ID or donor ID card.�

 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com                St. Matthew Apostle, Randolph, NJ                   03-1330

Law Office of Daniel T. Kopec

Representing Individuals
and Businesses

184 Main Street • Chester, NJ 07930
(908) 955-7438

www.dtkopec.com

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
For All Business & Personal Tax Needs

390 ROUTE 10 WEST • RANDOLPH
973-366-9606

PLUMBING PROBLEMS?

We’ll never ask how it happened!

973.398.0875
NJ License # 10597   All work is guaranteed

www.thepoliteplumber.com
Drains • Faucets • Toilets

Water Heaters • Your Plumbing

$25 Off
Y o u r  N e x t
Plumbing Drama!
Must be presented at time of 
service. Applies only to work 
performed. No cash value. 

Not to be combined with any 
other offer. 

Anthony L. Fusco, D.M.D. • Joseph R. Caravano, D.M.D.
Christopher LaMorte, D.M.D.

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry of Randolph
390 Route 10 West, Randolph, NJ • 973-361-1198

www.dentistryofrandolph.com

Ask us how to getAsk us how to get
that smile you’ve that smile you’ve 
always wanted.always wanted.


