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“This is my beloved Son with whom I am well pleased listen to Him”

The above phrase was exactly what the apostles, Peter, James and John heard
during Jesus’ transfiguration. The Transfiguration was a unique event in
which God allowed certain apostles to have a privilege to see Jesus in His
glory. It was a special spiritual experience that was meant to strengthen their
faith in anticipation of His passion and also for the challenges they would
later endure.

“The miraculous appearance of Moses and Elijah testified that Jesus was the
one of whom the law and prophets spoke. When one considers the various
individuals and groups involved, it paints a marvelous picture of Jesus'
coming kingdom.” The approving testimony of God the Father, “This is
my beloved Son with whom I am well pleased listen to Him” further
confirmed the identity of Jesus. Thus, the apostles have to continue to listen
to Jesus the Son of God. They have to adhere strictly to His teachings and
follow His examples.

In the first reading today we learn how Abraham listens, and even more so,
obedient to God’s call. In the same way God calls us in so many ways.
Therefore, we should listen to Him. Listening is a very important aspect of
our lives. The saints of old practiced silence and contemplative prayer not
because they were anti-social but in order to find focused moments to
experience God through listening. This art of listening is a personal Lenten
invitation God places in our life’s mailbox. “Imagine God calling us to take
up a good work, and our whole life can be made a pilgrimage towards God if
we listen to Him.” Like He called Abraham, so also He calls each of us to
listen to Him and to be His true disciple. “His call to us is quiet but insistent.
Not exactly in the form of: “leave your country and your fatherOs hqudat
“leave your old wayshe pride and selfishness, the hardness of heart, the
angry, temper, the envy, the grudges, the resentment and so forth...and go to
the land I shall show you. The direction of our pilgrimage is not geographical
but moral: Go towards charity, purity, forgiveness, kindness sharing in truth,
prayer and good-will.”

—Fr. Abuchi
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This week the Sanctuary Lamp burns in
memory of
Joan Bamrick
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