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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7 
In this straightforward psalm, the people acknowledge their 
sinful ways, yet plead that their Creator might reveal himself 
to them. They ask God to remember, not their sins, but that 
“We are all the work of your hands.” 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Paul explains to the Corinthians that they are specially favored 
by God who has sent his only Son to them.  He reminds us all 
that it was through God’s grace that we have been called to 
kinship with Christ. 
 
Gospel: Mark 13:33-37 
Just as a servant watching over the master’s house does not 
know when he will return, we do not know the hour of the 
Second Coming. Mark reminds us of the warning from Jesus to 
always be on guard, for we know not the day nor the hour. 
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Sunday 

Is 63:16b-17, 19b, 64:2-7; 1 Cor 1:3-9; Mk 13:33-37 
 

Monday 
Rom 10:9-18; Mt 4:18-22 

 
Tuesday 

Is 11:1-10; Lk 10:21-24 
 

Wednesday 
Is 25:6-10a; Mt 15:29-37 

 
Thursday 

Is 26:1-6; Mt 7:21, 24-27 
 

First Friday 
Is 29:17-24; Mt 9:27-31 

 
First Saturday 

Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 
 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT   NOVEMBER 29, 2020 

St. James the Greater 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in  
Memory of Claire Beemer at the 

Request of her Family     
 
SATURDAY, December 5 
   8:00AM – Charlie Lombaerde  
      req. by his wife, Carol       
                    
                                                                                                        
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 6 
   8:00AM – Louis & Helen Briegel 
      req. by their Family               
                                                                                        
 11:30AM – Walter & Norma Journey 
      req. by their Family  

 
  
 
                    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                               

St. Thomas the Apostle 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp this week burns in 
 Memory of Ann Dunn at the 

Request of her Children     
 
MONDAY, November 30 
9:00AM – Susan Sheaffer 
      req. by her nieces, Lisa & Laura   
                                                                                                    
TUESDAY, December 1 
9:00AM – John Mulhern and Vince Knoll 
      req. by Ray & Mary Flexer   
                                                                        
WEDNESDAY, December 2 
9:00AM – Charles & Elsie Lorber 
      req. by their Family  
                     
THURSDAY, December 3 
No Mass  
               
FRIDAY, December 4 
9:00AM – Kate Olivo 
      req. by her Family 
              
SATURDAY, Vigil, December 5 
4:30PM – Dominick Ioele 
      req. by George Keshish 
                                                                                                    
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT      
December 6 
9:30AM – Robert Fugger 
      req. by Fran Whitesell 
              -Rev. Vincent Klim and Deceased Youth & Catechists 

req. by Mary Flexer



 
  

 
 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

“You, Lord, are our father, our redeemer you are named forever. Why do you let us wander from your 

ways and harden our hearts so that we fear you not? Return for the sake of your servants, the tribes of 

your heritage. Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down... would that you might meet us 

as doing right, that we were mindful of you in our ways!” 

 

A new and special time of prayer has begun. Silently and sneakily, an enemy has redirected our lives 

since early March. Our lives have been altered and we were summoned to consider what is of real 

importance – our family, our health, including our spiritual life. This is our advent infected by the virus. 

 

As we begin the period of hope and expectation, may we look to the Word of God, find a time for prayer 

and reflection each day. We ask, why is this advent to be different? The answer is found in the events of 

the past months. We need the Lord more than ever. We cannot afford to wander, we need fear, that is, 

respect for the Lord who saves. We come as beggars, asking that the Lord come down to support and 

abide with us. Our mantra, the final words of the bible ‘Come, Lord Jesus.’ 

 

“You, O Lord, you are our father; we are the clay, the work of your hands.” Remake us during this advent. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

HIS WORD TODAY  
BY REV. WILLIAM J. REILLY 

 

A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON 
THE SUNDAY READINGS 



The Only Italian Specialty Store In The Area

Wood 
Funeral Home

Robert E. McCracken
Owner / Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 3640

973-948-3030
www.woodfuneralhome.net

mccrackenwood@earthlink.net
16 Main Street · PO Box 301 · Branchville, NJ 07826

118E (BC)  St. Thomas/St. James - Montague      FOR ADVERTISING INFO. CALL: 1-800-364-0684 BON VENTURE SERVICES, LLC, P.O. Box 850, Flanders, NJ 07836

David Wallace Law Offices

399 Clove Road
Montague, New Jersey 07827

(973) 293-8383
Fax: (973) 293-7640

General Practice of law in NY and NJ; commercial, 
personal injury and insurance litigation, real estate, wills and estates

Our Family Serving Yours Since 1924.

www.grayparkerfuneralhome.com
845-856-5191 • Shaun P. Parker
100 East Main St. Port Jervis

E. Arthur Gray Memorials

KEVIN T. STROYAN ~ Supervisor
405 West Harford Street · Milford, PA 18337

570-296-6811
Home of Tri-State Memorial Company

Please Continue 
To Pray For

World Peace

Gold Properties Realty, Inc.

Each Office Independently Owned and OperatedMaria Babon, Referral Agent

SCOTTY'S AUTOMOTIVE
Your Dealership Alternative
Complete Foreign & Domestic
Repair & Maintenance

973-293-8665
406 Rt. 206 · Montague, NJ 07827
www.scottysautomotiveservices.com

GOD BLESS
AMERICA

HOURS: Tues., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10-6 · Thurs. 11-7 · Closed Sun. & Mon.

Women's
Clothing 
& Shoes

Household & 
Decorative

Items

2 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE · MATAMORAS, PA · 570-491-5000

TIRE KING
"Where Anybody Can Afford to RE-TIRE"

NOW DOING WHEEL ALIGNMENT

973-875-5950     11 Lower Unionville Rd., Sussex
FAST - FRIENDLY SERVICE
Brakes · Shocks · Struts · Exhaust

Call for An  

Appointment

John Babon
Sales Associate

Office 973-595-1500 X 302
Cell 201-281-5461

Email: jbabon@aol.com
420 Totowa Rd · Totowa, NJ 07512

Support Our 
ADVERTISERS

They Support
Our Parish

TO ALL ESSENTIAL WORKERS!
THANK YOU

Brooklyn Boy 
Pork Store

223 Broad Street • Milford, PA
570-296-7863

See Our Reviews on Facebook & Yelp!

Italian Specialties Fresh Sausage, Mozzarella, 
Butcher Counter,  

Homemade Meals,  
Catering & More

432 Route 206 • Montague, NJ

*Requires Credit approval by Synchrony Financial.  
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

973.293.8844
www.gardenstogrow.com




