The La Salette Path
(April 26, 2020)
(3rd Sunday of Easter: Acts 2:14,22-33; 1 Peter 1:17-21; Luke 24:13-35)
The notion of a path appears throughout today’s readings. The reading from Acts
paraphrases today’s Psalm, including the words “You will show me the path to life.” The
Gospel shows Jesus and two disciples on the road to Emmaus.
At this point I need to acknowledge Mr. Wayne Vanasse, a La Salette Associate, who has
become a precious collaborator in these reflections. We study the readings independently,
and then compare notes on what we perceive as “La Salette links.” On this occasion we
were both struck by the image of the path of life.
There is no doubt that the Beautiful Lady came to show her people that path once again.
Part of her message is, if you will, an echo of Peter’s words in the second reading: “Conduct
yourselves with reverence during the time of your sojourning,” that is, while staying in one
place temporarily, on our way to another destination.
One of the distinctive features of La Salette is that Mary moved. She was seated when she
first appeared, then she rose and took a few steps to the spot where the children joined her,
and finally she stepped between them, crossed a little stream and climbed in the typical
mountain zig-zag pattern to a level spot, where she disappeared.
Like Jesus for the disciples on the road, so for Mélanie and Maximin she took the initiative,
she “drew near and walked with them.” Not only did they follow her movements, but she
invited them to make her message known “to all my people.” This opened up a unique path
for each of them.
In the path of our life, it happens all too easily that our eyes are prevented from recognizing
Jesus as our companion along the way. It was in a Eucharistic moment shared by Jesus
with the two disciples that “their eyes were opened and they recognized him.”
He had prepared them, however, by interpreting the Scriptures for them, setting their hearts
to burning within them.
As we travel our path of life, what makes our hearts burn within us? How can we spread
that fire?
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