PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW

Stewardship Report — Treasure
WEEKLY COLLECTION

Budgeted Amount: $5,000.00

Sunday Collection — 4/24/16: $
Parish Pay — 4/24/16:

Total Sunday Collection — 4/24/16: $

ST. MONICA'S ANNUAL COLLECTION

Parish Goal $50,000.00
Total # of Families 463
Total # Pledged 144

% of Participation 31.10%
Total Amount Pledged $44,170.00
(Includes 3 matching grants pledggd

Total Amount Paid $41,775.00

(Includes 2 matching grants pd. in fujl
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TO RESERVE FOR 2016 MASS INTENTIONS &
SANCTUARY LAMP DEVOTIONS
CALL THE RECTORY 973-875-4521

sizes Sanctuary candle devotiol - $5.00 for one-weel.

Masses: $5.00 each; Mass cards: small($5.00) & &$10.00)

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday thru Friday, 9:30-1:30pm — please call prior
to stopping in. Thank you!
Keep our contact information handy!
Phone #: 973-875-4521 Fax #: 973-875-7538
Website: www.stmonicasussex.ordemail: stmonica@ptd.net
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April 24, 2016

PARISH EVENTS/MEETINGS

COFFEE & DONUTS -first Sunday of each month @00am-
come before the 10:00am Mass in the Church Halllap 1%
SCRIPTURE REFLECTION —Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm
in the Rectory Meeting Room. Weekly reading & refien of the
Sunday Scriptures — fellowship time & refreshmédatow. Call

Carol at 973-875-4521.

CHOIR REHEARSALS - Every Sunday morning at 9:15am
sharp we practice for the 10:00am Mass. Call Ju@p8&-294-0571.
BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP —will resume the third Monday
of the month schedule at 7:30pm in the Rectory MgeRoom. If

you like to read books that will enhance your féitrney and keep
you spiritually nourished, plan to join us. Membgeave input and
suggestions and the following three books will beered in the next
several monthaValk in a Relaxed Mannerby Joyce Rupp;
Sanctuary by Terry HersheyBeautiful Mercy by Matthew Kelly
andLearning to Walk in the Dark by Barbara Brown Taylor. Short
stories of Flannery O’Connor will also be read ahdred by all.
Open to all. Call 973-875-4521 to RSVP.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT SESSION —will be offered on
Tuesday, April 28 at 7:30pm in the Rectory meeting room. Anyone
who has experienced a loss and is in need of supptiis time is
invited. Call 973-875-4521 if you plan to attend.

ST. MONICA'S LEISURE GROUP - below are dates and
themes for 2016. Each month we enjoy lunch, gawdpany and
delicious desserts made by our members. We mé&t@®d noon in
the church hall on the first Wednesday of the mputtess otherwise
noted. Dues are $10 a year. New members are meldeor further
information please contact Grace Casalino at 9738859.

May 4 - Pot Luck I; June 1 - Pot Luck II; July thdependence Day
Celebration; August 3 — “Be Cool” Summer Lunch; ®ember 7 —
Labor Day Celebration; October 5 — Oktoberfest;

November 2 — Halloween Party; December 8 (Thursda@hristmas

PARISH MINISTRIES/ORGANIZATIONS
& COORDINATORS
Altar Servers.........ocovevieiii e, Fr. Charles
Baptismal Preparation...... Robert & Sharon Misyak
TerWestdyke, Jeanne McBride

Bereavement Support................ccueeee. Carol Bezak
Book DiscusSioN...........ccecvvevininnnnne. Carol Bezak
Church Cleaning......... c..cocccoennis Peter & Ann Kazmierski

Marie Fischer
FOCCUS Marriage Preparation ....Robert & Sharon Misyak

Family Promise.........ccoocouveeieiiiiiiennnaeed Carol Oesen
Helping Hands..........c...cooei s Terry Westdyke
Leisure Group.......ooveeviiveeininnanninns Grace Casalino
Lectors/Eucharistic Ministers............ Carol Bezak

RCIA ..o Carol Bezak/Sr. Theresa Losiewicz
Scripture Reflection........................ Carol Bezak
Sussex Help Center..............c.ooeeeee. Joan Thomas
UShers......ocooiiiiii e, Fr. Charles
Website Administration................... Francisco Perez

Would you like to become involved in any of the &baninistries
or groups? Please call the Rectory — we need YOU!!!

Party at the Lampost Restaurant



YOUTH MINISTRY
PHASE Il CANDIDATES - Important dates to remember
so please mark your calendars! Confirmation redaas
scheduled for Thursday, May 19th at 7:30pm in tierch
with your sponsor if possible. There is only oekearsal so
your attendance is required. Confirmation is eetSaturday,
May 21st at 5pm. You should plan on arriving byspth. A
letter was forwarded to each of you regarding deeske,
pictures, etc. There will be a reception in tharch hall
afterwards which we hope you plan on attendingu&hgou
have any questions, please contact Mrs. Vernacchio.
SERVICE PROJECTS: All completion certificates should
be turned in ASAP.
CALENDAR :
Saturday, April 30" - Ice Cream Social at Bristol Glen
w/residents Time: 1:30pm to 3pm.
Saturday, May 7th - YM Class - LAST CLASS!
Phase I- Theme: "Mary and the Saints"
Phase II-Theme: "Holy Spirit & Confirmation"
Thursday , May 19th - Confirmation rehearsal w/sponsor i
possible . Time: 7:30pm
Saturday, May 21st - Confirmation — 5:00pm

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION — Grades 1-8

First Holy Communion — Sunday, May*1— 10:00am Mass
(Rehearsal is Friday, April #9- exact time TBA). Please continue t¢
pray for our 2% Graders as they prepare for this special day!

Our Catechists have spent many hours of dedicatefl

planning to help guide your children through the year|of

instruction and faith formation. Please take a moment
personally thank them when you see them!

PARENTS: Have you ever thought about being a Religious Ed
Catechist? Maybe your children’s journey has irespiyou to think
about it? Please call me at 973-875-4521 and wexglore the
possibilities!!!

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THIS WEEK
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Sunday Acts 14:21-27; Rv 21:1-5a; Jn 13:31-
33a, 34-35
Monday 1 Pt 5:5b-14; Mk 16:15-20
Tuesday Acts 14:19-28; Jn 14:27-31a
WednesdayActs 15:1-6; Jn 15:1-8
Thursday Acts 15:7-21; Jn 15:9-11
Friday Acts 15:22-31; Jn 15:12-17
Saturday Acts 16:1-10; Jn 15:18-21

to

Have you checked out our new website yet?
WWW.Stmonicasussex.org

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

HIS WORD TODAYby Rev. William J. Reilly

“After Paul and Barnabas had proclaimed the good
news in that city and made a considerable number of
disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconiumato
Antioch. They strengthened the spirit of the diglds
and exhorted them to persevere in the faith...they
appointed elders for them in each church and with
prayer and fasting commended them to the Lord in
whom they had put their faith.”

How exciting to trace the steps of Paul in his iisary
journeys, discover the fruit of his ministry, and bare

in leaving the growing communities in able hands. H
with Barnabas spent themselves in forming missipnar
disciples.

Pope Francis is doing the same thing. His visits to
Washington, New York and Philadelphia proclaimeal th
same mission. His travels to Kenya, Uganda and the
Central African Republic were to produce the same
results.

It is time for us to respond to the challenge. Tigtoour
own prayer and fasting, we too are strengtheneib to
the work of the elders in our own communities. Ve d
not wait for others to come to us, but we go ouirtog
the saving message of Jesus to others.

Question: When was the last time you invited soreeon
to return to the practice of the faith, or told smme why
you are a believer?



FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

First Reading: Acts 14:21-27

Paul and Barnabas traveled to many towns and fouady
disciples willing to help them preach. They warndukir
disciples of the trials they would face. Paul aratriabas then
returned to Antioch, where their journey had begurd told the
congregation there of the progress they had made.

Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-5a

John had a vision of a new earth, and a new Jemsabming
down from heaven. Then a voice described Jerusateaplace
where God would live among his people and comfretrit. The
former world had vanished, and pain, death andesoff had
left the world as well.

Gospel: John 13:31-334a, 34-35

After Judas left the last supper, Jesus warneatther disciples
that he would not be with them much longer. Jesu® ghem a
new commandment to love one another as he had linesd.
He stated that their love for each other wouldimiggtish them

as his disciples.

: JOIN US MONDAY

EVENING APRIL 25 ™ FOR

ST. MONICA’S ANNUAL
PASTA DINNER atHigh Point High School
from 5pm to 8pm. Take out is available. Prices are
as follows: Adults: $9.00; Sr. citizen: $8.00 and
children under 12 is $6.00. Volunteers are needed
for baking, set up, serving and clean up. If yon ca
help in any way, please contact Mary at 973-875-
2110.
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ICRS Annual Golf Outing Fundraiser will be held Friday,
May 20th at Black Bear Golf Course in Franklin, NJ.

Registration begins at 12:30 pm followed by a 2ghmtgun
start. Dinner to follow at approximately 6:30 pnedister and pay online atww.mkt.com/ICRSGolfOutingr contact
the school at 973-827-3777 iofo@icrsschool.com
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HEALING MASS - a Mass of Healing will take place on Thursdagrili28, 2016 at 7:00pm
at the National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carme), Carmelite Drive, Middletown, NY.
Fr. Justin Cinnante will celebrate this Mass of ltheg— all are invited to join us. Bring a friend!
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WHAT ARE YOU DOING FOR THE YEAR OF MERCY? How abou t passing through a Holy
Door? Passing through a Holy Door is part of the pilgriiadhat all Catholics are encouraged to make, veneth
during a trip to Rome, or a trip to the cathedmalspecially designated churches in and around tven
dioceses. These pilgrimages come with special graoel they allow each of us to share in the mégsgs of
the Holy Year. Passing through the Holy Door syri#as our leaving the world outside and entering the
realm of salvation. As Pope St. John Paul |l shie,Holy Door “evokes the passage from sin to gralgieh
every Christian is called to accomplish”

“By crossing the threshold of the Holy Door, welwiitd the strength to embrace God’s mercy and ckeei

ourselves to being merciful with others as the Eatims been with us.” Pope Francis (Misericordiagltu).

(There are several Holy Doors in the surrounding aga — St. Patrick’'s Cathedral in NYC, Sacred Heart Bsilica in

Newark, The National Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel in Middletown, NY)
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CELEBRATE FATIMA - On May 13, 2016, 7:30-8:30pm, Our Lady of Fatifsish willCelebrate Fatimain honor of Jesus and
Mary. In Church we begin with a procession of Bilgrim Virgin Statue, expose the Blessed Sacrappray five decades of the
Rosary and conclude with Benediction. This actifégtures an International Rosary — that is, tlagens will be recited in different
languages. That is the custom at the Fatima shriRertugal. The languages to be used are Ulamjitolish, Italian and English.
The public is invited to this activity at Our Lad§ Fatima Church, 184 Breakneck Road, HighlandelsalNJ 07422. For

information call 973-764-4457 or emaifatima@warwick.net
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SENIOR CITIZENS BRUNCH AND PROGRAM
The children of the Clifton E. Lawrence School tevBenior Citizens to a brunch and program on TaysMay %' at 9:00am. The

program will be approximately two hours long. CGali3-875-8820 for further information.
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ltem for Sale or ?Sony DVD Player #S556- perfect condition. Original cost $500 — purclibiseyear 2000. In
excellent condition. Price $100 or best offerniierested, call the Rectory office — 973-875-4521
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Vocations Discernment for young men 15-25Quo Vadis — Where are you going?” Where is theiSacting in your life?
Where is the Lord encouraging you to go? Quo VBxdigs is a time of recreation, fellowship, and pragehelp you explore the
Lord’s call in your life. Activities will include myer, Mass, Adoration of the Blessed Sacramenirdy of the Hours, Rosary,
games, sports, talks, great food, and discussibissa time to share our faith and meet other ypmen seeking God’s will. Quo




Vadis Days will be held June 29- July 1 at the Bddtleart Retreat Center in Newton, New Jersey.€ltsemo cost. For more
information and/or registration, contact the conatiors Fr. Jared Brogan and Fr. Edgar Rivera itvtheations Office at (973) 777-

8818, ext. #711. You can also email Frs. BroganRindra at jobrogan@patersondiocese.org or fredgat@gondiocese.org.
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What can you do Tor others today as a disciple of Jdesvs?







