


Church of St. William

6200 Rising Sun Avenue
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19111

Pastor
Rev. Alfonso J. Concha (Fr. Al)
Parochial Vicar
Rev. Tariq Isaac Pakistani Community
In Residence
Rev. Augusto Concha (Fr. Gus) retired
Haitian Community
Rev. Eugene Almonor, O.M.1.
Deacon William Moser
Deacon Felipe Cruz
Deacon Angel Alicea, retired

Superior & Hispanic Ministry Sr. Rose Patrice, IHM
PREP Coordinator Mrs. Julia Thillet
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RECTORY STAFF

Secretaries: Liliana Acero, Caroline Guy, Judi Schein
Business Manager: Tim Babbage
Music Director: Ken Houser
Facilities Manager: John Meehan

Office Hours: 8:45am—3:30pm
Closed 11:45am—12:30pm

PHONE NUMBERS

Rectory:  215-745-1389 Fax: 215-745-8432
Convent:  215-745-3513 PREP: 267-831-8046

Website: www.churchofstwilliam.com
Email:  office@churchofstwilliam.com

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday
Vigil 5:00pm (Saturday) LC
7:30 & 9:00am LC
12:00 & 8:00pm UC

10:30am - Spanish LC
4:00pm - Urdu LC
5:30pm - Creole UC

Monday through Friday LC
6:30am and 12:00 Noon

Saturday
8:00am
LC = lower church  UC = upper church

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS

BAPTISM (Lower Church)
Spanish: 3rd Sunday of the month at 12:00PM
English:  2nd or 4th Sunday of the month at 1:00PM

Pre-Baptismal Instructions (Rectory Basement)
Spanish: 2nd Wednesday 7:00PM
English: 1st Sunday at 1:00PM

For information or scheduling a Baptism, please email Deacon Bill
Moser (English) or Sister Rose (Spanish) at the following:

deaconmoser@churchofstwilliam.com
s.rose@churchofstwilliam.com

CONFIRMATION
Bishops are Ordinary ministers of Confirmation.

RECONCILIATION IN CHURCH

Saturday: 4:00—4:45PM

Eve of Holy Days: 4:00—4:45PM

Eve of First Fridays: After 12:00 Noon Mass only
For personal request, contact the Rectory.

MATRIMONY

Weddings are scheduled on Saturdays at 11:00AM, 1:00PM, or 3:00PM
in the Upper Church; 2:00PM in the Lower Church. Couples intending
marriage must contact our Pastor at least six months prior to the intend-
ed date of marriage. Contact: pastor@churchofstwilliam.com

For required marriage preparation contact the rectory or
PhillyCatholicMarriagePrep.com

For wedding music contact Ken Houser, Music Director at
music@churchofstwilliam.com.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Sacrament of healing and God’s blessings for those who are sick or in
serious condition. Parishioners in serious iliness, please contact our
parish priests. Anyone unable to attend Mass due to illness may call
the Rectory to make arrangements to receive Communion in their
home.
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Stay up-to-date with the latest news from the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia by signing up for a
FREE weekly newsletter sent right to your
email at CatholicPhilly.com

This Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ let us pray ~

God of promise, you have given us a sign of your love
through the gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior,
who was promised from ages past.

We believe as Joseph did the message of your presence
whispered by an angel, and offer our prayers for your world,
confident of your care and mercy for all creation.

Amen.

Centennial Mass
January 19, 2020
11:30am

Please mark your calendar

Everyone is invited to join us
as we celebrate our parish’s
100th anniversary with this

special Mass on Sunday,
January 19 at 11:30am.

Our scheduled Celebrant is Archbishop Charles Chaput.
Following Mass, all are invited to the Parish Hall for
refreshments and for the drawing of the special prizes.




Fourth Sunday of Advent
December 22, 2019

FOCUS: Jesus is the fulfillment of the promises God has
made to the House of David.

Today’s readings remind us that in Christ Jesus God has
been faithful to the promises he made to his Chosen Peo-
ple. Our salvation in Christ is how we are reconciled
back to God, who created us and loves us.

LITURGY OF THE WORD: Isaiah prophesies a sign
for Israel: The virgin shall conceive, and bear a son who
will embody God’s redemptive presence with his people.
Paul, recalling his own apostolic calling, writes that the
Gentiles are also called to belong to Jesus Christ. In the
Gospel, the Lord’s angel comes to Joseph in a dream and
reveals the circumstances of Mary’s pregnancy, and what
this means. Joseph obeys the angel’s commands.

REFLECTION: Joseph is a man burdened with heavy
concerns. With struggle and difficulty, he has made up
his mind to resolve this awkward situation as quietly and
lovingly as he can. But then, like Ahaz (in our first read-
ing), he is confronted by a messenger of God. With open
mind and willing heart, he risks believing in his dream
and then living it into a future. He, with faith and trusting
expectation, joins with Mary in bringing to birth God's
presence among us — Emmanuel!

So we ask ourselves:
As you come to the end of this Advent season:

e Do you come with a spirit of weariness, unable to
imagine a different future?

e Or, do you come with the spirit of a dreamer who
believes that God continues to be Emmanuel, God-
with-us, coming in ways unknown before and in
ways unexpected?

Mass Book for 2020 is now open. Please call the
rectory at 215-745-1389 to schedule Masses or stop in
during office hours.

We are open from 8:45—11:45am and 12:30—3:30pm.

Masses for the week of December 22, 2019

Sunday, December 22
5:00pm (Vigil) Renate G. Koreck

7:30am George Fadgen
9:00am John Fadgen
10:30am Natalia Cardona
12:00pm Magras Family
8:00pm Bukis & Pavilovsky Families
Monday, December 23

6:30am Special Intention
12:00pm Tina Crowe (living)
Tuesday, December 24

6:30am Katelyn Nicole Davis
12:00pm John J. Dick

Wednesday, December 25
Merry Christmas

Thursday, December 26

6:30am Living & Dec’d members Inemer Family
12:00pm Bob Lux (first anniversary)

Friday, December 27

6:30am Living& Dec’d members Fadgen Family
12:00pm Thomas & Mary Donohue

Saturday, December 28

8:00am Living & Dec’d members Steinmetz Family
5:00pm Mom Z & Family (living & deceased)

Please keep the sick in your prayers.

Mike Montgomery
Clifford Browne Joe Fenuto
Shawn Downey Irene Coyle
Stephanie Morgan Jeffrey Jubelirer
Sher Anne Shea-Jubelirer Michael Griffin
Richard Shea Conor F. Donnelly
Matthew Koreck Anne Krause
Carmella Dick Donna Griffin
Patricia Jordan Michael Wilson
Maria Fitzpatrick Loretta LaBarge

Christopher Browne
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Please pray for the souls of all the } \\\‘K‘“\:\
faithful departed. O\
Irene Braun Miletida Frederic >V |

Joyful Journey to Christmas

The magic of Christmas is not in the presents,
but in His presence.

A Minute in the Church by Gus Lloyd
The Altar

Walk into any Catholic church and you'll notice that the
focal point of the church is the altar. The altar is a large
table, usually made of wood or stone or a combination
thereof, where the sacrifice of the Mass is offered. In
the old covenant, animals were sacrificed on an altar.
But in the new Covenant, the sacrifice of Christ is made
present at every Mass on the altar.

In the early days of the Christian Church, altars were
built over the final resting places of martyrs and saints.
The Church wanted to keep a connection with those
who had gone before in faith. Even today you’ll still find
many churches built over the tombs of martyrs and
saints, including perhaps the most famous of all, St.
Peter's in Rome.

As the Church grew and spread, this practice became
all but impossible. But the connection with heroes of
the faith and the altar continues. In the Latin rite, every
fixed altar very well may contain a relic. A relic is
something physically connected with the martyr or
saint—often a bone or bone fragment or personal ob-
ject. The relic is contained within or under that altar,
which is dedicated by a bishop.

The altar is more than just a table. It is the table of the
Lord!




Chances for Eagles Basket & Murder Mystery
We are selling chances at the rectory for these special
prizes of an Eagles Basket valued at $400 and a Mur-
der Mystery Event valued at $600.

Chances are $5 for one or $10 for three. We will also
sell them in the back of Church after Masses the week-
end of January 11-12

Prize drawing will be after the Centennial Mass in the
Parish Hall on January 19, 2020. Need not be present
to win.

Eagles Basket P

Contains all Eagles items, such as: //
24 can cooler, flag, water bottle,
neck pillow, hat, beach towel, play- & \/_/

ing cards, Jenga game, long sleeve
large shirt, Nike XL tee shirt, ‘4 in a row’ game, key
chain, chip clip, football. Value $400

Murder Mystery is for 20 people

wherever you decide which can be R ) /-
in your home or at another venue. e Y -\

You can select from several mys-

tery themes and you and 19 of your friends/family can
immerse yourselves into an interactive event led by two
professional actors. You can even wear costumes. It's
a night of murder, mystery and fun trying to decide who
committed the dastardly deed. Value $600

Senior Citizen News

St. William Seniors - There will be no regular meet-
ing in December. Our next meeting is scheduled for
January 8th at Rhawnhurst Presbyterian Church at
12:00pm with the Board meeting beginning at
11:00am. New members are always welcome to join.
For information about the Seniors, please call Ro
McElroy at 267-210-1524.

Trip to Sight & Sound Theater in Lancaster to see
‘Queen Esther’ with buffet lunch at Shady Maple will be
June 18, 2020. Cost $115. Contact Betty Harding at
215-745-7199.

St. Cecilia Seniors meet in St. Cecilia School Auditori-
um located at 525 Rhawn Street on Thursdays (10am-
2pm). The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday,
January 2nd. For info please call Maryann Stroud at
215-342-4354 between 9am and 7pm.

We would like to take this
opportunity to thank George Stevens
for his generosity in repairing and
painting various areas around
St. William’s Convent and Church.
George is a ‘Handyman Specialist,’
so if you have the need for this type
of special work, please give him a
call.
George Stevens
267-916-0012
gstevens340@verizon.net

You Are Made New

Chosen: Daughters, Sisters, Warriors ~ You Are Made
New Ministry invites women of all ages to gather for a
one day event on February 1, 2020 at Pope John Paul
Il High School in Royersford. We can get caught up in
the noise of our lives and become disconnected from
the truth of who God says we are. Spend the day with
us as we come to understand our common spiritual
obstacles and gain tools to stay in the Father’'s bless-
ing for ourselves and our families and talk about our
Blessed Mother’s role in protecting us. Learn more at
www.YouAreMadeNew.com/chosen-conference or call
610-287-2989.

We love our Advertisers
Please patronize the businesses
who advertise in our
church bulletin every week.

Martha’s Kitchen |

Christmas Lunch & Dinner o™ ,.
All are welcome
FREE home-cooked imney
Christmas meal
6615 Martins Mill Road
267-731-6332

Christmas Day—Wednesday, December 25
Serving times: 12:00-2:00pm & 2:30-4:30pm
Please call and make your reservation.
Donations are appreciated and volunteers are needed.

Retrouvaille

Retrouvaille provides help for marriage problems, diffi-
culties or crises. Tens of thousands of couples have
healed their marriages through Retrouvaille. The next
program is scheduled for the weekend of Feb. 21-23 at
the Family Life Center in Malvern. For more info or to
register call 215-766-3944 or 800-470-2230 or visit
www.HelpOurMarriage.org.

All inquiries are strictly confidential.

Orthopaedic Center at Jeanes

You are invited to attend a total joint replacement edu-
cation class if you are considering a total hip or knee
replacement. Classes are held at Jeanes Hospital in
the 2nd floor Pathology Conference Room of the Pa-
tient Care Center.

Tuesdays, Jan. 14 & Feb. 11
Tuesdays, Jan. 28 & Feb. 25

Pre-register at 215-728-3944.

11am—12pm
6pm—7pm

Property Tax Rebate

Applications are available for PA Property Tax/Rent
Rebate. Qualified individuals may receive a rebate
between $250 and $650 from property taxes or rent
paid last year. Application deadline is Dec. 31, 2019.
For information and an application call United Social
Services, Monday through Friday (10am-4pm) at
215-923-1900.




| stamos fcstc/ando Jos 100 afios de nuestra [ arroqguia
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Misa del 100 Universario:
Enenc 19, 2020

11:30 am

Celebrante: Obispo-Charles Chaput
( Ne habudMisa 10:30)

CONFESIONES: Todos los Domingo: 10:00 - 10:20am

BAUTISMO: Coordina con Didcono Felipe o Hna. Rosa
2° Miércoles del mes a las 7:00pm: Charla

3° Domingo del mes a las 12:00pm: Bautismo
Certificado de Bautismo: Llamar la Rectoria 215-745-1389

Visitas v Comunién a los ENFERMOS vy ANCIANOS:
Consulta con Padre Al.  Asistente: Ida Jiménez
ROSARIO: domingo a las 10:00, antes de la Misa. @
CIRCULO de ORACION:

Los viernes a las 7:00pm en el sétano de la Rectoria
CLASES de PREP: los martes: 6:15 a 7:45pm
SACRAMENTOS para ADULTOS: domingo a las 9:00am
JOVENES con CRISTO: Grupo de Jévenes Adultos

Domingos, después de la Misa 10:30, en el s6tano la Rectoria.

Celebracion de Ia Corona de Adviento

Cuarto Domingo de Adviento:
La presencia de Dios en nuestra familia

Lectura biblica: San Lucas 1, 39—45

Vela: Encender la ultima vela

Oracién: Padre, que nos has dado una familia en la cudl te
hemos conocido y amado, aytidanos a vivir teniéndote siempre
presente en nuestras vidas. Te pedimos que en esta Navidad

nos regales el quedarte con nosotros en nuestros corazones y
sentir que vives en nuestro hogar, en nuestras familias. Amén

DOMINGO, DICIEMBRE 22, 2019
CUARTO DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO

"EL ANGEL LE DIJO A JOSE : " MARIA DARA A LUZ
UN HIJO, Y TU LE PONDRAS POR NOMBRE
JESUS" !

Después, el texto evangélico nos descubre que Jesus nace
de Maria Virgen, "por obra del Espiritu Santo"! El nacimiento
virginal de Jesus es una sefial de la nueva creacién obrada
por Dios. As tenemos la gran noticia: El niflo que nace es
realmente Dios, de la estirpe de David, constituido Hijo de
Dios segun el Espiritu Santo. En este relato ocupa primer
plano la figura de José, hombre justo y bueno a quien se le
revela el misterio del nacimiento de Jesus, y el honor de pon-
er al nifio el nombre de Jesus. El viene a salvarnos, y es El
Dios con nosotros | Estamos en el umbral del misterio del
nacimiento de Jesus. Se acerca la Fiesta de la Navidad! Cele-
bremos con fe, alegria y gratitud el "nacimiento de Jesus",
Nuestro Sefior y Salvador ! Naci6 pobre y humilde en un por-
tal de Belén. Que Jesus llene nuestros corazones de alegria,
paz y bendicién en esta Navidad y en el Afio Nuevo.

FELICES PASCUAS DE NAVIDAD Y PROSPERO ANO
NUEVO DEL SENOR!!

CONSULTAS sobre la INMIGRACION:
HIAS 2100 Arch St. 3dfloor  215-832-0900
Servicios Sociales Catélicos: 215-854-7019

227 North 18th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103
NSM: 2601 Potter St., Philadelphia, PA 19125  215-279-7060

EN CASO DE UNA REDADA DE INMIGRACION

e No abra la puerta
e Manténgase callado
¢ No firme documentacion

Misas: Navidad del Serior

Martes, 24 de diciembre
Misa de la Vigilia a las 7:00 PM: bilingtie

Miércoles, 25 de diciembre
Misa del Nacimiento de Jesus a las
10:00 AM en espaiiol

Tarjeta de Regalo:

Gracias por compartir el espiritu Navidefo
con una familia que esta en necesidad.
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Oracion ante el
Pesebre

Padre bueno, te pedimos que
el Nifio Jesus nazca también en
nuestros corazones para que
podamos regalarle a otros el
amor que Tu nos muestras dia a
dia. Ayudanos a reflejar con
nuestra vida tu  abundante
misericordia. Que junto con tus
Angeles y Arcangeles vivamos
siempre alabandote y
glorificandote. Amén.
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