
Parish Contact Information 
Office Hours: 

Monday ~ Thursday 
9:30 am to 3:00 pm 

Friday ~ 9:30 am to noon  
Telephone  508-485-0141 
Fax 508-460-0181 

 

E-mail: 
stanne403@stannesouthborough.org 
Web:  www.stannesouthborough.org     

 

Pastor 
Fr. Albert Irudayasamy 

fralbert@stannesouthborough.org 
 

Parish Council 
George Stagno ~ Chair  

 

Finance Committee 
Rich Flathers ~ Chair   

  

Religious Education 
Director of  Religious Education:  

 Daniel Doyle 
dan@stannesouthborough.org 

508-485-0141 ext 225 
Monday to Thursday 10:00 to 6:00 

 and Sundays 
 

Parish Office Manager  
Melissa Shields 

stanne403@stannesouthborough.org  
Linda Bradstreet (on leave)  

  
Bookkeeper  

Bridgitte Morgan 
bridgitte@stannesouthborough.org  

 

Music Ministry  
Organist & Choir Director: 
Paul Crivello    508-366-0821 
pcrivello04@gmail.com  

  
Maintenance 
Matt Bernier 

mbern@stannesouthborough.org  
 

Amy Buttiglieri ~ Webmaster 
webmaster@stannesouthborough.org  

 
Lordôs Day Mass Schedule:     
Saturday ~ 5:00 pm   

Sunday ~ 8:30 am, 10:30 am, and 
5:30 p.m.  

 

Childrenôs Liturgy of the Word will 
resume in the spring.  

 

 Daily Mass Schedule:  
Week Day Mass 

Monday-Thursday:   9:00 am 
First Fridays:   9:00 am  

 
Healing Mass: 

First Wednesday of every month  
suspended until further notice.  

   
Please see Reopening Guidelines in 

bulletin for protocols for 
Sacraments.  

 
Confessions: 

   Saturday ~ 4:15 pm,  
First Wednesday of each month ~ 

6:30 - 7:00 p.m., 
or anytime on request  

   
  Exposition and Adoration of the  

Blessed Sacrament: 
 Wednesdays:   9:30 am to 6:00 pm   

 
 Sacrament of Baptism  

Call the Parish Office to  schedule a 
Baptism. For the time being, 
baptisms are will be celebrated 
outside of Masses, rather than 
during a scheduled Mass.  

  
 Sacrament of Marriage 

Arrangements with a priest required  
at least one year prior to  the 

wedding date.    
 Visitation of the Sick Fr. Albert is 
pleased to bring Holy Communion 
to parishioners who are unable to 
join us for weekly worship. Call  the 
Parish Office to arrange a time.  

We welcome all visitors to St. Anne 
Parish.  If you would like to join our faith 
community, please call the Parish Office 

to register:  508-485-0141 

Would you like  to receive a copy of the 
bulletin via email every week?  
Please send  an email to: 

stanne403@stannesouthborough.org with 
ñSt. Anne Bulletin Listò in the subject line.  

ST. ANNE PARISH MISSION STATEMENT  

We, the people of St. Anne Parish, Southborough, in the Diocese of Worcester are called 
through Baptism to become one faith family.  We commit ourselves to embody the pres-
ence of Christ in Word and Sacrament; by using our ministries to welcome all who are 
seeking Jesus and to share in the life and work of our Catholic faith.  In the spirit and truth 
of the Holy Trinity, we will use our time, talents and treasure to answer Godôs command 
to love one another as He has loved us, in holy worship, prayer, Catechetical formation for 

all, evangelization and service to others.  

  

SAINT ANNE PARISH 
 
 

20 Boston Road     Southborough, MA 01772 

THE EPIPHANY  
of THE LORD 

 

January 3, 2021 

 

Epiphany is ongoing.  
 
 

The Magi were led by the star to the 
house where they saw the Child and did 
Him homage. But it did not end there. 
They left the place, and went back to 
their own country, and themselves 
became guiding stars for others so that 
they too will get to know and respond to 
the story about a God who got involved 
in our world. And the story goes on, 
told and re-told in this our present day 

and age.  
 
 

Are you a part of the story? Or are you 
just a passive listener and bystander? 
Wanted: Men and women of goodwill 
who make the WORD known again and 
again, disciples who are willing to 
ñcross overò to tell the world of His 
love. Yes, witnesses of the WORD, to 

the world! 



Liturgical Minister Schedule 
To be trained for a liturgical role, please contact the Parish 

Office at 508-485-0141. 
 

January 2 & 3 ~  Epiphany of the Lord, Year B  

   5:00 pm Lector Nick Paganella  

 Communion Ministers Debbie Simon  

   8:30 am Lector                           Nancy Denardo  

 Communion Ministers Julia Denardo Roney  

 10:30 am Lector Doug Parent  

 Communion Ministers Joe Cruciani 

   5:30 pm Lector 
Mary Beth Philbin-
Hannigan 

 

  

January 9 & 10 ~  Baptism of the Lord, Year B  

   5:00 pm Lector Laura Schroeder  

 Communion Ministers Debbie Simon  

   8:30 am Lector                           Elaine Yetman  

 Communion Ministers Doris Campero  

 10:30 am Lector Janice Brown  

 Communion Ministers Steve Buttiglieri  

   5:30 pm Lector Melissa Shields  
        

WEEKLY MASS SCHEDULE  

with   MASS INTENTIONS  (January 2 to January 10)  
 

Mass intention can be scheduled for those who have died, and on the occasion 
of a birthday, wedding anniversary, for healing, for the grace to face the 

challenges in life, for success in a new job, for those serving in the church and 
country in different levels, for world peace, in thanksgiving for the blessings 

received, etc. 
 

To request a Mass Intention, stop in the Parish Office or call 508-485-0141. 

SATURDAY   2 5:00 pm For Mary Rosita Bartolini (1st 

Anniversary) by the Bartolini family 

SUNDAY   3 8:30 am For the Birthday Celebrants for 
the month of January 

 10:30 am For John Callinan (1st Anniversary) 
by Sandy Callinan 

 5:30 pm For the students and teachers of 
St. Anne Parish 

MONDAY 4 9:00 am For Fr. Anthony (Birthday) 

TUESDAY 5 9:00 am For Margaret Ann Hostage 

WEDNESDAY 6 9:00 am In Honor of St. Joseph by Millie 
and Jim Garden 

THURSDAY 7 9:00 am For Zenta Franz (Healing)  
(Mother of Maureen Robertson) 

SATURDAY   9 5:00 pm For all Lectors and Extraordinary 
Ministers fo St. Anne Parish (Good 
Health and Well-being) 

SUNDAY   10 8:30 am For Andrew Sheridan by his 
family 

 10:30 am For St. Anne parishioners 

 5:30 pm For the students and teachers of 
St. Anne Parish 

Livestreamed St. Anne Masses:    
 

Continued livestream offerings of 5:00 p.m. Saturday, 
10:30 a.m. Sunday and 9:00 a.m. daily Masses through 

our parish website!  
 

¶ Go to parish webpage: www.stannesouthborough.org. 
 

¶ Scroll down to ñECatholic Live: St. Anne 
Southboroughò.  See logo on right.  Or click 
on Quick Link in box on the right of web 
homepage.   

 

¶ Click on the arrow in the middle of the logo 
at 5:00 p.m. for Saturday evening Mass, 
10:30 a.m. for Sunday Mass , and 9:00 a.m. 
for daily Masses Monday through Thursday. 

St. Anne Parish 
Livestreamed Daily and Weekend Masses 

 An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus, 
I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.  I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite 

myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. 

 

                                    Amen. 

Parish mass information and ministries  
Thank You! 

 
 

We express our sincere thanks 
to all who helped during our 
Christmas liturgies: 
 

¶ Pat Jolicoeur and Matt 
Bernier for decorating our 
church and outside creche; 

¶ Greg Conigliaro, Laura Schroeder, Rich Flathers, 
Stephen Scaringi, Mary Beth Philbin-Hannigan, Nancy 
Denardo, and George Stagno for ushering; 

¶ Paul Crivello for music; 
¶ Fran Schiebe for coordinating and wrapping altar server 
thank you gifts; 

¶ All those who contributed toward Christmas flowers; 
¶ Jennifer Gittins and Brendan Philbin for fogging the 
church after each Mass. 

¶ Amy Buttiglieri, Nancy Denardo, and Joanne Flathers 
for their roles on the Communication Ministry; 

¶ All Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers who served 
during the Christmas Masses: Roger Jolicoeur, Debbie 
Simon, Elaine Yetman, Nancy Denardo, Julia Denardo 
Roney, Jim Garden, and Pat Draper. 

http://www.stannesouthborough.org


 
 
 

Prayer Sponsorship 
 

Interested in being a Prayer Sponsor for a St. Anne 
parishioner preparing to receive the Sacrament of First 

Communion this spring? 
 

Please contact the Parish Office at 508-485-0141. 

Parish announcements and opportunities  

TEXT/EMAIL SCAM ALERT! 
 

Please be on notice that someone is using a fake 
email address and text messaging to attempt to run 
a scam. The sender poses as Father Albert to 
request that the recipient purchase iTunes/gift 

cards for a ñsick parishionerò or to ask a favor.   
 

PLEASE BE AWARE OF THIS SCAM AND DO NOT FALL 
VICTIM TO IT. 

If ever in doubt about an email/text message, please call the Parish 
Office at 508-485-0141 or email Father directly at 

fralbert@stannesouthborough.org to confirm its validity. 

 

From the Desk of the  
Director of Religious 

Education 
 

St. Anne Religious Education 
January classes 

 
If you have not registered, please go to stannesouthborough.org or pick up a paper copy 
of registration forms available at the entrance to the church and in the Parish Offices.  

 
 

Grades 1-2 (Non-sacramental):  Starting in December, 
monthly digital RE home packets will be emailed to Grades 
1-2 RE families. Parents are asked to continue reviewing all 
sent materials with their child.  
 
Grade 2+ (2020-21 FC preparation): 
January 10 & 24 from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
¶ First Reconciliation Parent ZOOM Meeting:  
      Thursday, January 21 from 6:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. 
¶ Reconciliation Services for FR/FC families: 
      Saturday, January 30 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00   a.m. /    
      2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
Grades 3-5:    
January 10 & 24 from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
 
Grades 6-8:  January 10 & 24 from 4:00 to 6:30 p.m. 
(includes the 5:30 p.m. Mass) 
 
Grades 9 & 10 (2-year Confirmation preparation):  
January 10 & 24 from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.  
(includes 5:30 p.m. Mass) 
 
2020-21 Catechists: 
§ Grades 1-2 (Non-Sacramental): Pat Battles & Jane Wood 
§ Grade 2+: Pat Draper & Joanne Flathers 
§ Grades 3&4: Laura Schroeder 
§ Grade 5: Julia Denardo Roney 
§ Grades 6-8: Beth McGonagle & Rich Flathers  
§ Grades 9&10 (Confirmation): Dan Doyle, Steven Jacek,                          
                                                        & Jenna Jacek 
 
We have implemented all the necessary safety protocols:  
¶ Children will enter the Parish Hall through the main 
glass doors and exit through the white door nearest the 
stage end of the Hall;  

 

¶ Children must wear a mask from entrance to exit;  
 

¶ All chairs are set 6 ft. apart; 
 

¶ All classrooms will have hand sanitizer and wipes; 
 

¶ Doors and windows will remain open for proper 
circulation of air. 

 
 
NEW! Follow St. Anne Parish on Instagram and Snapchat!  
We will be using these apps to post photos, videos, and other 

St. Anne Youth Ministry content. 
 

Instagram:  @stanne.ym 
Snapchat: @stanneym 

Dan  Doyle 

  

NEW Confession Times 
 

Given the need to disinfect the church after 
each Mass, confessions will no longer be heard 
between Sunday Masses.  Confessions now will be 
heard on Saturdays at 4:15 p.m. and the first 

Wednesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. (prior to the 
Healing Mass). If you are unable to come at these 
times on Saturdays or Wednesdays, please call the 

office to make an appointment.  

 



PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK:  
 

Sr. Yvette,  Dianne Higgins, Millie Garden, 
Seminarian Alex Quach, Pat Moran, Fr. 
Thirburse F. Millot, Katie Kulik, Elaine 
Arrison, Jackie Di Buono, Rachel Attaway, 
Matthew, Susan Cioppa, Anne Comcowich, 
Lillian Franco, Mary Hunt, Hans, Elisabel 
Borreani, Peg Nicosia, Dr. Malgorzata 
McMasters (Covid-19 Healing), Tom Livingstone, Bob Seariac 
(Covid-19 Healing), Sheila & Charlie Flathers, Pat Fitzgerald, 
Anne Meek, Paul LeDuc, Marie Martin, Sheila, Annie Lonzoria 
(Healing), Bryan Boney (Healing), Marilou Alvarado-Custodio,  
Janet Mattioli (Healing),  Jane & Miles Gray, Jim Hegarty 
(Healing), Ellie Creamer (Healing), Mikey Lang (Healing), Zara 
Daniel (Healing), Julie Flanders (Healing), Zenta Franz (Healing)  
 
 

Want to add your name or the name(s) of others to the Prayers for 
the Sick listing?  Please email the names to the Parish Office at 

stanne403@stannesouthborough.org. 
 

(Names appearing on the list for more than a year are unposted unless 
a continued need is known.  To have a name restored to or removed 

from the list, please email the Parish Office.  

Ministries and stewardship  
PARISH STEWARDSHIP REPORTS FOR 

through December 27, 2020 
 

Regular Weekly Offering:  éééééé  $3,997.00            
Christmas: ................éé........éééé... $6,156.00 
Fuel & Maintenance: ééééééé.. $1,000.00 
Our Fatherôs Table: ééé........éééé $1,000.00 
End of Year Gift: é..............éééé... $3,875.00 
One Time Donation: ééééééé.. $3,000.00 
Memorial: ééé........éééé... $   100.00 

 

 Online Giving:  St. Anne Parish partners with WeShare for on-
line giving.  WeShare allows both onetime gifts, as well as regular, 

scheduled donations. Please visit our Parish website 
www.stannesouthborough.org for the link to WeShare.com or 
call 1-800-950-9952 and use option 1 to answer any questions.   

 
 

St. Anneôs Website: With our website we have an additional  
resource for  online giving and online CE registration. St. Anne 
Parish partners with eCatholic and BluePay for easy on-line 
giving. Our one-step on-line form allows both one-time gifts, as 
well as  regular, scheduled donations. Please visit our Parish 

website www.stannesouthborough.org and select the 
Quick Link to the BluePay On-Line Giving page. 

Thank you for your continued, generous support! 

Baby Crib Quilts 
 

Parishioner Sandy Callinan has sewn beautiful baby 
quilts blessed by Father Albert which are available in 
the Parish Office for sick infants and children in need 

of healing prayers. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Meeting  
 
 
 

Prayer shawl members are once again 
meeting every Monday from 10:00 to noon 
in the Parish Hall knitting and crocheting 
for anyone who is ill or suffering who 
might welcome a blessed and comforting 

prayer shawl. 
 

Interested in joining this ministry? Stop in the Parish Hall 
any Monday or call the Parish Office for more 

information.  
 

Do you or someone you know need a prayer shawl?  
Please call the Parish Office to arrange a shawl pickup or 
delivery.  Check out the numbered photos of available 
shawls on the parish website under ñPrayer Shawlò. 

 

The Rosary portion of the Prayer 
Shawl Monday meetings will be live 
streamed via the parish website, 
stannesouthborough.org starting  at 

approximately 10:30 a.m. 
 

Password: shawls 

Preventing Child Abuse is Everyoneôs Responsibility  
 

It is every adult's moral responsibility to protect possible 
victims (any age) by reporting suspected abuse or neglect to 
the responsible authorities. For particular help you may call: 
The Office for Healing and Prevention, Diocese of 
Worcester, at 508-929-4363. The Diocese of Worcester 
requires Safe Environment training for all staff and 

volunteers. 

United Parishes of Southborough Food Pantry 
On behalf of the Southborough Food Pantry a HUGE thank 
you to everyone who continues to support the Southborough 
Food Pantry.  You truly put into action Christôs message to 
ñfeed the hungryò and to ñgive comfort to my peopleò.  

Donations may be left in the foyer of St, Anne Parish Hall.  
As most food items are date sensitive, please be sure that your 

donation is not out of date. 
 

  If you know of anyone who could benefit from the Food 
Pantry, please encourage them to contact the Food Pantry.  
Safety precautions are outlined in letter on separate page. 

 

Pantry hours (located at Pilgrim Church) for CLIENTS are  
Thursdays from 6:30-7:30 p.m. and 

Fridays from 9:30-10:30 a.m.   
 

PLEASE NOTE: Donations also can be left in 
bins outside the pantry door at Pilgrim Church 
anytime other than client hours listed above.  

 
   

Pat Draper, St. Anne Parish Coordinator 

 

Health and Household: 
¶ Dish Detergent 
¶ Toothpaste 
 

Sides/Condiments/Meats: 
¶ Near East Rice Pilaf 
and Flavored Rices 

¶ Rice-A-Roni Flavored  
Rices 

¶ Uncle Benôs Boxes 
and Ready-Rice Bags 

¶ Ramen Chicken 
Flavor Noodle Soup 
(not cups) 

¶ Idahoan Instant 
Mashed Potatoes 
(Bags) 

¶ Miracle Whip 
¶ BBQ Sauce 
¶ Spam 

 

http://www.stannesouthborough.org
http://www.stannesouthborough.org


 

READING I    Isaiah  60:1-6 
 

A reading from the Book of Isaiah 
 

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  Your light has 
come, 
the glory of the Lord shines upon you. 
See, darkness covers the earth, 
and thick clouds cover the peoples; 
but upon you the LORD shines, 
and over you appears his glory. 
Nations shall walk by your light, 
and kings by your shining radiance. 
Raise your eyes and look about; 
they all gather and come to you: 
your sons come from afar, 
and your daughters in the arms of their nurses. 

Then you shall be radiant at what you see, 
your heart shall throb and overflow, 
for the riches of the sea shall be emptied out 
before you, 
the wealth of nations shall be brought to you. 
Caravans of camels shall fill you, 
dromedaries from Midian and Ephah; 
all from Sheba shall come 
bearing gold and frankincense, 
and proclaiming the praises of the LORD. 
 
 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  

Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 

R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
 

O God, with your judgment endow the king, 
and with your justice, the king's son; 
He shall govern your people with justice 
and your afflicted ones with judgment. 
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
 

Justice shall flower in his days, 
and profound peace, till the moon be no more. 
May he rule from sea to sea, 
and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
 

The kings of Tarshish and the Isles shall offer 
gifts; 
the kings of Arabia and Seba shall bring tribute. 
All kings shall pay him homage, 
all nations shall serve him. 
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
 

For he shall rescue the poor when he cries out, 
and the afflicted when he has no one to help him. 
He shall have pity for the lowly and the poor; 
the lives of the poor he shall save. 
R. Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.  

 
READING II    Ephisians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
 

A letter from St. Paul to the Ephisians 
 
 

Brothers and sisters: 
You have heard of the stewardship of God's grace  
that was given to me for your benefit,  
namely, that the mystery was made known to me 
by revelation. 
It was not made known to people in other 
generations  
as it has now been revealed 
to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit:  
that the Gentiles are coheirs, members of the same 
body, 
and copartners in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. 
 
 
 

The Word of the Lord.  

Readings for the epiphany of the lord, year b  

Matthew 2:2 
R.    Alleluia, alleluia. 
We saw his star at its rising 
and have come to do him homage.  
R.    Alleluia, alleluia.  

 



GOSPEL    Matthew 2:1-12 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

 
When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
in the days of King Herod,  
behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,  
"Where is the newborn king of the Jews? 
We saw his star at its rising 
and have come to do him homage." 
When King Herod heard this, 
he was greatly troubled,  
and all Jerusalem with him. 
Assembling all the chief priests and the scribes of the people,  
He inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 
They said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea,  
for thus it has been written through the prophet: 
And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
since from you shall come a ruler, 
who is to shepherd my people Israel." 
Then Herod called the magi secretly  
and ascertained from them the time of the star's appearance. 
He sent them to Bethlehem and said,  
"Go and search diligently for the child. 
When you have found him, bring me word,  
that I too may go and do him homage." 
After their audience with the king they set out. 
And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising preceded them,  
until it came and stopped over the place where the child was. 
They were overjoyed at seeing the star,  
and on entering the house 
they saw the child with Mary his mother. 
They prostrated themselves and did him homage. 
Then they opened their treasures  
and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod,  
they departed for their country by another way. 
 
 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

GOSPEL for the epiphany of the Lord, YEAR B  



Courage to Follow a Star 
The Epiphany of the Lord, Year B 

January 3, 2020 
Ann Naffziger 

Reading I:   Isaiah 60:1-6 
Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 

Reading II:  Ephisians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
Gospel:  Matthew 2:1-12 

The Feast of the Epiphany brings the Christmas 
season to a close as the Magi visit the infant 
Jesus. ñEpiphanyò is a Greek word meaning a 

ñshowingò or ñmanifestation.ò In this context it refers to the public recognition of 
Jesus as the newborn king of the Jews. 
  
Not much is known about the Magi: their names, their country of origin, or even 
how many there were is never mentioned in the Bible. So who were they? In 
Jesusô time, the term Magi referred to a caste of Persian priests. They were 
astrologers who looked to the stars as guides. We donôt know their place of 
origin, except that it was from somewhere east of the Holy Land, perhaps 
Arabia or the Syrian desert because of the gifts they brought.  
 
Whoever they were, the mysterious people who came to worship Jesus were 
pagan foreigners. They would have been well-educated and wealthy. They 
were also seekers, willing to give up the comforts of their daily lives for a long 
journey to an unknown destination. They were courageous enough to seek an 
audience with the feared tyrant, King Herod. Clearly, something very powerful 
was drawing them, and they trusted that they were being led. Later, they trusted 
their dreams that they should not return to Herod and returned to their homes 
by a different route. We can only wonder how their lives were changed by the 
baby and the Holy Family they met.  
 
 
Questions of the Week: 
 
1. What new thing(s) did the scriptures reveal to you this Christmas season  
     about who Jesus is in your life or whom he wants to be for you?  
 
2. In what ways are you called to be like the Magi, courageous and trusting  
    although you may not know where you are being led?  



 
Reflection for Holy Mary, Mother of God  
Commentary by John Chrysostom 

 
The shepherds found Mary and Joseph and the child. 
 

May we all receive the benefit of having recourse to the holy Virgin 
and Mother of God. Those of you who are now virgins should be 
devoted to the mother of the Lord, because it is she who procures 
for you this fair and incorruptible possession. 
 

Truly great is the wonder of the Virgin. 
 

What can ever be found greater than all that exists? She alone 
has appeared wider than earth and heaven. Who is holier than she? She is unsurpassed 
by our ancestors, by the prophets, apostles, or martyrs, by the patriarchs or the Fathers, 
by the angels, thrones, dominions, seraphim or cherubim, or by any other created thing 
visible or invisible. She is a servant and the Mother of God, a virgin and a mother 
 

And let no one be doubtful and ask how she can be a servant and the Mother of God, or 
how she can be a virgin and a mother. Accept with faith and do not doubt teachings that 
have been examined and approved by the Fathers. 
 

Do you desire to know how far the Virgin surpasses the powers of heaven? Instead, 
stand in awe and believe without question, or rather, without being inquisitive. If your 
beliefs correspond to your own ideas, perceive your danger. But if you believe the word 
that is preached, it is no longer you who must render an account but the bishop. 
 

Believe what we say about the Virgin, then, and do not hesitate to confess her to be 
both servant and Mother of God, both virgin and mother. She is a servant as the 
creature of him who was born of her; she is the Mother of God inasmuch as of her God 
was born in human flesh. She is a virgin because she did not conceive from the seed of 
man; she is a mother because she gave birth and became the mother of him who before 
all eternity was begotten of the Father. 
 

She is therefore the mother of the Lord of angels and our mother; from her the Son of 
God received the human body in which he consented to be crucified. Do you desire to 
know how far the Virgin surpasses the powers of heaven? Give me your attention then. 
They veil their faces as they hover in fear and trembling, but she offers the human race 
to God, and through her we receive the forgiveness of our sins. She bore him whom the 
angels glorified when they came with reverence to be present at his birth. Glory to God 
in the highest, they sang, and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Rejoice then, mother and heaven, maiden and cloud, virgin and throne, the boast and 
foundation of our Church. Plead earnestly for us that through you we may obtain mercy 
on the Day of Judgment and attain the good things reserved for those who love God, 
through the grace and love of our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit be glory, power, and honor now and for ever and for all eternity.  
 
Amen  


