The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
December 26, 2021

Entrance Antiphon
The shepherds went in haste, and found Mary
and Joseph and the infant lying in a manger.
Opening Hymn
Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; Behold the
King of glory waits! The King of kings is
drawing near; The Savior of the world is here.
O blest the land, the city blest, Where Christ the
ruler is confest! O happy hearts and happy homes
To whom this King of triumph comes!
Fling wide the portals of your heart; Make it a
temple, set apart From earthly use for heav’n’s
employ, Adorned with prayer and love and joy.
Gloria
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
to people of good will. We praise you, we bless
you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you
thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly
King, O God, almighty Father. Lord Jesus Christ,
only begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son
of the Father, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the
world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the
right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For
you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the
Father. Amen.
First Reading

Sir 3:2-6, 12-14

God sets a father in honor over his children; a
mother’s authority he confirms over her sons.
whoever honors his father atones for sins, and
preserves himself from them. When he prays, he
is heard; he stores up riches who reveres his
mother. Whoever honors his father is gladdened

by children, and, when he prays, is heard. Whoever
reveres his father will live a long life; he who obeys
his father brings comfort to his mother.
My son, take care of your father when he is old;
grieve him not as long as he lives. Even if his
mind fail, be considerate of him; revile him not all
the days of his life; kindness to a father will not
be forgotten, firmly planted against the debt of
your sins —a house raised in justice to you.
Responsorial:
Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in
his ways.
Second Reading

Col 3:12-17

Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s chosen
ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience,
bearing with one another and forgiving one
another, if one has a grievance against another; as
the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do.
And over all these put on love, that is, the bond of
perfection. And let the peace of Christ control
your hearts, the peace into which you were also
called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word
of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom you
teach and admonish one another, singing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs with gratitude in your
hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or in
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Gospel

Lk 2:41-52

Each year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the
feast of Passover, and when he was twelve years
old, they went up according to festival custom.
After they had completed its days, as they were
returning, the boy Jesus remained behind in
Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it.

Thinking that he was in the caravan, they
journeyed for a day and looked for him among
their relatives and acquaintances, but not finding
him, they returned to Jerusalem to look for him.
After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to
them and asking them questions, and all who
heard him were astounded at his understanding
and his answers. When his parents saw him, they
were astonished, and his mother said to him,
“Son, why have you done this to us? Your father
and I have been looking for you with great
anxiety.” And he said to them, “Why were you
looking for me? Did you not know that I must be
in my Father’s house?” But they did not
understand what he said to them. He went down
with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them; and his mother kept all these
things in her heart. And Jesus advanced in
wisdom and age and favor before God and man.
Creed
I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker
of heaven and earth, of all things visible and
invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the
Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father
before all ages. God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us men and for our
salvation he came down from heaven,
At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary and became man. For our sake he was
crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death
and was buried, and rose again on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead and his kingdom will have no
end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. I
believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic
Church. I confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world

to come. Amen.
Offertory/Communion Hymn
The first Nowell, the angel did say, Was to certain
poor shepherds in fields as they lay; In fields
where they lay keeping their sheep, On a cold
winter’s night that was so deep. Ref: Nowell,
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Born is the King of
Israel.
They looked up and saw a star Shining in the east,
beyond them far; And to the earth it gave great
light, And so it continued both day and night. Ref.
Communion Antiphon
Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived
among us.
Closing Hymn
It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious
song of old, From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold: “Peace on the earth,
good will to all From heav’ns all gracious King;”
the world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the
angels sing.
Still through the cloven skies they come, With
peaceful wings unfurled, And still their heav’nly
music floats O’er all the weary world: Above its
sad and lowly plains They bend on hove’ring
wing, And ever o’er its Babel sound The blessed
angels sing.
For, lo, the days are hastening on, By prophet
bards foretold, When with the ever circling years
Comes ‘round the age of gold; When peace shall
over all the earth Its ancient splendors fling, And
all the world give back the song Which now the
angels sing.
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