Our Lady of Victories Church

(serving Harrington Park, River Valend the Pascack/Northern Valley)
150 Harriot Avene, Harrington Park, New Jersey www.olvhp.org

Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord
April 21, 2019 A.D.
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1 Corinthians 15:54

“To this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living” (Rm 14:9). But “God is not God of the

dead, but of the living” (Lk 20:38). Consequently, the dead over whom he who lives has power are no longer dead but alive. Life has power

over them so that they may live without any further fear of death just as “Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again” (Rm 6:9).

Raised up and freed from corruption they shall see death no more. They will share in the resurrection of Christ just as he shared in their

death. For no other reason did he descend to earth, whose bars are barriers to eternity, except to “shatter the doors of bronze, and cut in

two the bars of iron” (Ps 107[106]:16). He came to lead our lives away from corruption to himself and gave us freedom in place of slavery.
Saint Anastasius of Antioch
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Our Lady of Victories, Harrington Park/River Vale N.J.

Fr. Wojciech’s Corner = Christ Is Risen!

It's easy to forget that He is which means even today, present in the
Sacraments, - RISEN forever. May we all have an encounter with Him
this Easter. After fasting for 40 days we will be feasting for 50. We will
start with an Easter Octave (8 days that the Church considers same as
Easter day).

| would like to welcome all those who are visiting and all those who
are new to our parish. But in a special way, welcome back to all those
who decided after years to come back. May the Resurrection from the
past continue and continue to be ALIVE - stay with us!

Some great Easter news is that we have collected more than
$10.000 for Down syndrome children surgeries. CONGRATULATIONS
and THANK YOU to all who contributed to such a noble cause. Some
families have “adopted” a Down syndrome child and decided to pray
and sponsor a surgery. If there are others who would like to do that
you can contact Lauren at heartsofjoyinternational.com.

I have recently learned that April is Autism Awareness month. In this
way | would like acknowledge those who have someone - with all the
challenges and all the blessings they bring. Considering that April is
autism month, and at the same time Easter month, it gives me joy and
good news for all those who suffer to know that in heaven there are no
wheelchairs.

Next week we will celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. Let us be first
plunged in His mercy through the Sacrament of Reconciliation and
then be the agents of His mercy to others. We will have a Divine mercy
Chaplet at 3PM and then celebrate the Mass at 4PM. There will be
possibility of confessions throughout.

Again Happy Easter ... AND REMEMBER,

NO WHEELCHAIRS IN HEAVEN!
THANK YOU!

To Mr. and Mrs. George Meyer, who donated the Paschal Candle in
loving memory of their daughter, Diane Melchiorre.

To those who cleaned and readied our church for Holy Week, and
arranged the flowers for Easter and ALL the ministers who helped us.

VALVE REPLACEMENT

A Lexus mechanic was removing a cylinder head from the motor of a
LS460 when he spotted a well-known cardiologist in his shop. The
cardiologist was there waiting for the service manager to come and
take a look at his car when the mechanic shouted across the garage,
"Hey Doc, want to take a look at this?" The cardiologist, a bit surprised,
walked over to where the mechanic was working. The mechanic
straightened up, wiped his hands on a rag and asked, "So Doc, look at
this engine. | opened its heart, took the valves out, repaired or replaced
anything damaged, and then put everything back in, and when | fin-
ished, it worked just like new. So how is it that | make $48,000 a year
and you make $1.7M when you and | are doing basically the same
work? The cardiologist paused, leaned over, and then whispered to the
mechanic, "Try doing it with the engine running." That's what Jesus did
for us through His suffering on the *C*[oss and His Resurrection.

"| used to approach Jesus frequently saying, "What do you wish from

me?' He would reply, 'that you die to yourself, that you rise above your

worldly interests; die to everything, even to those affections that seem

to be holy, live at a level where life's contradictions don't disturb you,

where attentions don't flatter you. Seek only God and His interests."
Venerable Julia Navarrete Guerrero

Upcoming OLV Parish Events
Apr 23 -Tue - Marian Novena Prayer 2:00-3:00PM
Apr 24 - Wed - Bible Study Group 10:00AM
Apr 24- Wed - OLV Needlers 6:30PM
Apr 25 - Thu - Holy Hour 7:00PM

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY APRIL 28

Next Sunday, April 28, is the feast of DIVINE MERCY. Beginning at
3:00PM OLV will have Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and
the Devotions associated with the Day. Confessions will be heard
during the hour to fulfill OUR LORD’S request. There will be an
additional Mass at the end of the Holy Hour at approximately
4:00PM on Sunday, April 28.

How should we prepare for this great Feast of Mercy? Jesus told
St. Faustina that this Feast of Mercy would be a very special day
when “all the divine floodgates through which graces flow are
opened.” (Diary 699) Our Lord made a great promise to all those souls
who would go to Confession and then receive Him in Holy Communion
on the Feast of His Mercy, now called Divine Mercy Sunday through-
out the Catholic Church. Jesus promised that “The soul that will go to
Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain the complete
forgiveness of sins and punishment.” (Diary 699) He went on to say ‘|
want to grant a complete pardon to the souls that will go to Confession
and receive Holy Communion on the Feast of My Mercy.” (Diary 1109)
We want to encourage everyone to take advantage of this incredible
promise and the additional Plenary Indulgence on this great Feast of
Mercy “Divine Mercy Sunday”. We want you to benefit fully from these
promises, and we also want you to notify all of your family and friends
about them too and urge them to return to the practice of their faith! It
is required of all Catholics to confess their sins at least once every
year. If you haven't had the opportunity to meet this obligation, then
take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to receive an outpouring
of an ocean of graces that Jesus promises. Those who have already
confessed sins for Easter could make room for others. It is allowed for
one to go to Confession up to about 20 days before or after Divine
Mercy Sunday.

EASTER DUTY

The time for fulfilling the Paschal Precept (Easter Duty), that is the obli-
gation of receiving the Eucharist for Easter extends to the Solemnity of
the Holy Trinity, June 15. No one conscious of committing a serious or
mortal sin should receive Holy Communion until they have first gone to
the Sacrament of Reconciliation a.k.a. Confession. Confessions are
heard EVERY Saturday from 11:00AM to Noon and 3:00-3:25PM, every
weekday morning at 7:30AM, and First Fridays from 6:30-6:50PM. A
Priest is also available to hear Confessions daily by appointment.

Reasons
Some reasons to encourage us to make confession an important part
of our Christian Catholic life.
- To receive Our Lord’s loving and sacred sign of forgiveness.
- To be freed from the burden and guilt of past sins.
- To express your need of Jesus as your Savior.
- To receive guidance and spiritual advice.
- To receive encouragement in your desire to do God'’s will.
- To learn how to defend yourself against the dangers to your
spiritual life.
- To take periodic checks on your relationship with God and neighbor.
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Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord.

Pray for Those in the Military
US Army

Captain Ben Clemente

RRT Specialist James Crumb
Specialist Peter Dippolito

Major Michael Franson

Sergeant First Class Charles Greene
Captain Shawn Linn

Lieutenant Gigi McElroy

Colonel John McLaughlin

Captain John G. Miele

US Air Force
Chief Master Sergeant Shawn Llewellyn
A1C Alexander Kolbe

US Marine Corps.

Lance Corporal Shanna Bennett
Corporal Matthew Brady

1st Lieutenant Ryan Colomeo
Lance Corporal Thomas lafrate

US Navy

Lieutenant Commander Julia Cheringal
Ensign Jon Clemente

Lieutenant Joseph Jaeger

Lieutenant Andrew Jaeger

083 Daniel T. LoVecchio

Pray for Our Sick*

Please PRAY in the name of JESUS, the Healer, that the SICK of OLV
PARISH may be restored to health and all those who ASSIST and CARE
for the sick will be given the STRENGTH to continue GOD’S GOOD WILL:
baby Cordelia, Richard Bolton, Helen Choma, Carl Falasca, Jay Filippone,
Marie Filippone, Mary Foley, John Pal, Joyanna Peros, Jeremy Unanue,
Brian, Carla, Chris, Dierdre, Edward, Elba, Jennifer, Joann, Lisa, Lucas,
Lynn, Michael, Patrick, Paul, Peter, Robert, Sean.

OUR WEAPON-BE SAINTS

This is the weapon that will win the war and defeat our enemy. All it
takes is saints. Can you imagine what twelve more Mother Teresas would
do for the world? Can you imagine what would happen if just twelve
readers of this article offered Christ 100% of their hearts and held back
nothing, absolutely nothing? No, you can't imagine it, any more than
anyone could imagine how twelve nice Jewish boys could conquer the
Roman Empire. You can’timagine it, but you can do it. You can become a
saint. Absolutely no one and nothing can stop you. It is your free choice.
Here is one of the truest and most terrifying sentences | have ever read
(from William Law’s Serious Call): “If you will look into your own heart in
complete honesty, you must admit that there is one and only one reason
why you are not a saint: you do not wholly want to be.” That insight is
terrifying because it is an indictment. But it is also thrillingly hopeful
because it is an offer, an open door.

Each of us can become a saint. We really can. What holds us
back? Fear of paying the price. What is the price? The answer is simple.
T.S. Eliot defines the Christian life as: “A condition of complete
simplicity (Costing not less than everything).” The price is everything:
100%. A worse martyrdom than the quick noose or stake: the martyrdom
of dying daily, dying to all your desires and plans, including your plans
about how to become a saint. A blank check to God. Complete submis-
sion, “islam,” “fiat"—Mary’s thing. Look what that simple Mary-thing did
2000 years ago: It brought God down and saved the world. It was meant
to continue. If we do that Mary-thing—and only if we do that—then all our
apostolates will “work”™: our missioning and catechizing and fathering and
mothering and teaching and studying and nursing and businessing and
priesting and bishoping—everything. A bishop asked one of the priests of
his diocese for recommendations on ways to increase vocations. The
priest replied: The best way to attract men in this diocese to the priest-
hood, Your Excellency, would be your canonization.

If you are depressed

If you are anxious
our

Passover Lamb

If you are at peace,

you are living in the past.

you are living in the future.

Mass Intentions

Monday, April 22 — Ss. Epipodius & Alexander - Martyrs
8:00 Filipa Fizulich R/b Michael and Barbara Fizulich

12:00 John O'Neill R/b Peggy O’Brien
Tuesday, April 23-St. George - Martyr
8:00 Alice Ruiz R/b the LoSchiavo Family

12:00 William Sweeney R/b George and Gail Fabiano

Wednesday, April 24-St. Fidelis Sigmaringen of Germany-Martyr
8:00 Alice Pommett R/b Judy Pommett
12:00 Intentions of Dennis and Kathleen Falotico

Thursday, April 25 -St. Mark the Evangelist
8:00 Mark Joseph Fizulich R/b Michael and Barbara Fizulich
12:00 Milton Brackenbury R/b the Castle Family

Friday, April 26-St. Stephen — Bishop of Perm, Russia
8:00 MaryAnn Daly R/b the Daly Family
12:00 Bob Carapola R/b Donna Miller

Saturday, April 27-St. Zita of Lucca, Italy-Laywoman

8:00 Peter Piana R/b Carole Bellini
12:00 Mary Farrelly R/b Ed Farrelly
4:00 Peter and Lena Gobbetti R/b Lorraine Gobbetti
5:00 Jane Desmond R/b Sr. Elizabeth

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY, April 28 - St. Peter Chanel-Martyr

7:30 Sam Burruano R/b Al and Lenore Villavecchia
8:15 Leonard Robert Connolly R/b the Chimento Family
9:30 Rich Ferrara R/b Bob and Renee Tringali
10:45 John Scrivanich R/b the Busanic Family
12:00 Frank and Mary Muggeo R/b Bob and Sue Muggeo
1:00 Teofilo Pepe Meneses R/b Ofelia Roque
4:00 Carol Gordon R/b Joe and Catherine Genco
6:00 In Thanksgiving to St. Gianna R/b the Zaccaro Family

NO 7:00PM MASS TODAY

Sanctuary Memorials

The Church Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week for the repose of the
soul of Marion McPolin, r/b the McPolin Family.

The Blessed Virgin Mary Votive Lamp will burn this week for the repose
of the soul of Anna Lucia Arias, r/b Maria Arias.

The Saint Joseph Votive Lamp will burn this week for a special
intention, r/b the Werner Family.

The Pope John Paul Il Votive Lamp burns this week for the unemployed.

The Infant of Prague Votive Lamp will burn this week for the
intentions of Mr. and Mrs. John McKeon - wedding anniversary,
r/b Al and Lenore Villavecchia.

CLOTHING BINS
Please help Catholic Charities continue its mission by donating your unwant-
ed clothing, small appliances, shoes, sheets, towels, stuffed animals, and
books (no reference books) to the donation bin located on our property. May
the spirit of the Risen Christ resound through your generosity. Thank you.

He who kneels before God
can stand before anyone.

TIME IS by Henry Van Dyke
Too slow for those who wait, Too swift for those who fear,
Too long for those who grieve, Too short for those who rejoice,
But for those who love, Time is Eternity.

you are living in the present.
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/.ﬁ The Paschal Candle

O —~—F ] The lighting of the Paschal candle is a traditional
L \,_é:ﬁ Easter observance in the Roman Catholic, Eastern
" Orthodox, and Anglican churches. Set aside in a
large candlestick near the altar, the Paschal Candle is lit from flint on
the night of Holy Saturday (during the Easter vigil service). From this
candle is taken the fire from which all other candles in the church are
lit. This dramatic ritual of the fire service dates back at least as far as
the 4 century. The Paschal Candle represents Christ, and the flame
symbolizes His Resurrection as “the light of the world.” In the early
days of the Church, most members of the congregation carried the
fire of the Paschal Candle to their homes to relight their lamps and
hearth. The passing of light to the congregation at the Vigil service
symbolizes Christ’s giving of His life to His faithful believers.

Falti

Pray daily for Faith. Itis My Gift. It is your only requisite for the
accomplishment of mighty deeds. Certainly you have to work, you
have to pray, but upon Faith alone depends the answer to your pray-
ers — your works.

| give it to you in response to your prayer, because it is the neces-
sary weapon for you to possess for the dispersion of evil — the over-
coming of all adverse conditions, and the accomplishment of all good
in your lives, and then you having Faith, give it back to Me. Itis the
envelope in which every request to Me should be placed.

And yet “Faith without works is dead.” So you need works, too,
to feed your Faith in Me. As you seek to do, you feel your helpless-
ness. You then turn to Me. In knowing Me your faith grows — and
that faith is all you need for My Power to work.

SPIRITUAL EXCERPT Willingness to Change
‘A woman was dragged by a friend to the monastery one afternoon. |
met her and offered her a set of my mini books on the spiritual life.
She declined. | said, "Why don't you want to take them with you?"
She said, "Because | don't want to change." Boy, | thought, this
woman is bad off. We must be constantly willing to change into what
the Father wants us to be. What you want is unimportant. After all,
what do you know?” Mother Angelica, Little Book of Life Lessons

Just a Reminder The Fridays of the year, outside of Lent, are desig-
nated as days of penance, but each individual may substitute for the
traditional abstinence from meat some other practice of voluntary self-
denial as penance.

EASTER READINGS

“What do you know?” is the question linking all three readings today.
Imagine the shock waves that shot through the city of Jerusalem that
first Easter morning. Jesus’ body was missing! By the time Peter
spoke the words found in today’s first reading, fifty days had passed,
so he began by saying, in effect, “| take it you know what has been
reported all over Judea about Jesus of Nazareth.” Of course they
knew by then, but in today's Gospel we are taken back to the first
day. We meet Mary Magdalene exclaiming, “We don’'t know where
they put him!” What do we know? In the second reading Paul asks,
“Do you not know that a little yeast leavens all the dough?” Do we
know the power of our own faith? Do we know the effect we can have
on others? The Lenten journey is now complete, its mission of re-
newal and preparation to receive new life fulfilled. The call to worship
the Risen Lord has been received, and we gather to experience to-
gether the consoling presence of Christ in word and sacrament. We
are at our best today, crowded and cramped to be sure, but the fullest
sign of who we are meant to be. Christ has claimed us in the waters
of baptism, we have acquired wonderful companions, and together
we can accomplish great things. This is the day for rekindling the old
flames of baptismal commitment, so we light the paschal candle, and
by its light we make yet again the ancient promises to reject evil's grip
and empty promises. Today we do not recite the Creed, but respond
with one voice to age-old questions. New life has to be nurtured, both
the life of the newly baptized and the renewed life of those who have
passed through Lent’s refining prayer, fasting, and giving aims. At any
Mass during the next fifty days, you may be surprised by grace and
splashed by water! The Easter season begins with the Easter Vigil,
which is celebrated after night falls on the evening before Easter Sun-
day. The season of Easter is a joyous, celebratory season. It begins
with celebrating Christ's resurrection and ends by celebrating the
descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of
Jesus. Christ's ascension into Heaven is celebrated just prior to Pen-
tecost. The Easter season lasts 50 days, from Easter Sunday through
Pentecost. The liturgical colors of Easter are white, for most days,
and red for Pentecost.

SHabDOWS OF DEaftN

“We cannot but recall today that shadows of death threaten people’s
lives at every stage of life, and are especially menacing at its earliest
beginning and its natural end. The temptation is becoming ever
stronger to take possession of death by anticipating its arrival, as
though we were masters of our own lives or the lives of others. We
are faced by alarming signs of the culture of death, which pose a
serious threat for our future.”

Pope John Paul I1, Urbi et Orbi Message, Dec. 25, 2000

God-children Several years ago, when | was editing a
book titled “Hey, Mary,” | noticed that, when the author of the book
was chosen to be the Godfather of their soon-to-be-born baby girl, the
parents were asked by people, “Why did you select George, when he
lives so far away and is not a relative of the family?” The parents gave
the stupendous answer: “Because we know that he will pray for the
child.” Not being a mother, at that moment | realized that | did not
pray enough for my five God-children.

Kidz Korner Answers
1. Pilate. 2. Peter.
4.Joseph of Arimathea.

3. John.
5. Mary Magdala.



Attend Mass weekly, not weakly.

DPDID YOU KNOW??

The word “Easter” is of uncertain origin. Some say it is the Anglo-
Saxon name for an old Teutonic god of spring. Others say it is an old
German word for “dawn.” It is, by any account, the oldest and greatest
Christian feast. Easter falls anywhere between March 22 and April 25;
since the 8 century, the date for its celebration has been fixed for the
first Sunday after the first full moon after the vernal equinox, i.e. the first
day of spring. Although the Church celebrates Easter every Sunday of
the year, it sets aside fifty days — seven weeks of seven days (seven is
considered a holy and perfect number) to ring out its Easter joy. In
fact, the next eight days are considered by the Church to be one big
Easter Day. That is why this week is known as Easter Sunday, Easter
Monday, Easter Tuesday, etc.

Since antiquity, it has been the custom to Baptize adults only at the
Easter Vigil; in fact, the liturgical prayers and rituals of Easter are still
centered around Baptism: the renewal of the Baptismal promises and
sprinkling with newly consecrated Easter Holy water. It still is a venera-
ble custom to bring home some Easter water to bless the home, the
gardens, the family and the first major meal of Easter. Every Catholic
home should have some Holy Water. It is a shame that many of our
pious Catholic customs have fallen by the wayside; now more than
ever, Catholics need to start or perhaps return to these prayerful rituals
and customs at home.

Other Easter customs are also closely tied to Baptism. Many hymns,
songs and decorations highlight the theme of new life, the end of winter
and spring’s reawakening of nature. The wearing of new colorful
clothes to express our new life in Christ, and our being clothed in Christ
at our Baptism; the Easter parade mirrored the heavenly procession in
which Jesus led all those who died before His death and Resurrection
through the newly opened gates of Heaven, dressed in their finest
robes. Eggs, the hardened shell of which represents the rock tomb
from which Christ emerged... the joyful ringing of bells; the warm ex-
change of peace, and the lighting of candles are also signs of Easter
joy. The Church wants each of us to be a sign of Easter joy, and it also
obliges every Catholic to perform their Easter duty and to share in the
joy of the risen Christ by receiving Holy Communion at least once
between the First Sunday of Lent and Trinity Sunday (June 7, 2009).
No one conscious of committing a serious or mortal sin should receive
Communion until they have gone to the Sacrament of Confession.

A Little Humor ...

A little boy was listening to an excessively boring sermon in a long
church ceremony. Suddenly the red sanctuary lamp caught his eye.
Tugging his father's sleeve, he said, "Daddy, when the light turns green
can we go?"

Cosmic Joke
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

From the cross flows blood and water, symbolizing the Eucharist and
Baptism. Especially during the Lent and Easter seasons, we are very con-
scious of the communal nature of baptism. We stand witness to the baptism
of adults at the Easter Vigil in many parishes, and countless parishes cele-
brate festive baptisms for infants. The rule for celebrating baptism is that it be
only once a day in any parish church, a sign of the Church’s desire that bap-
tism be the work of the gathered community. “Private baptism” is therefore a
misnomer, since all baptisms, even emergency baptisms for infants in danger
of death, are a public act of entrance in to the Body of Christ, the Church. In
an emergency, and providing the parents desire it, anyone can baptize by
pouring water and saying, “I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” But then afterward the Church is encouraged to
supply what is missing: the gathered assembly to proclaim and hear God's
word, the promises, the naming, the anointings, the clothing with a white
garment, the candle, the Lord's Prayer, and the solemn blessing of the
parents at the altar. Wonderfully, this ritual often provides the opportunity for
great rejoicing at the recovery of an infant who had been in danger.

There is a geography to the liturgy of baptism that distills the journey of
faith. Each part of the liturgy is assigned to a distinct part of the church build-
ing. Baptism, whether of infants carried to church by their parents or of adults
following the paschal candle into a darkened church at Easter, starts at the
door. First, a threshold must be crossed and a new community of meaning
and memory encountered for the first time. Then, the celebration moves to
the place for God’s Word. Next, as the litany of the saints is sung, there is a
procession to the font. Finally, the movement is to the table, the altar of the
Eucharist. There, newly baptized adults are brought to the sacred meal, or
the parents of infants are blessed and reminded that their child will one day
share fully in the table’s banquet. Many Catholic churches honor this geogra-
phy by placing the font near the door, or at least small vessels with water.
The doorway of our church is a place of memory, and a passageway to a
new way of living.

On Easter Monday the Orthodox Church has a tradition of
families meeting together around lots of bottles of fine
wine and delicious food and crack jokes to commemorate
“| the cosmic joke that Jesus Christ played on the devil on
| Easter Sunday! The devil thought that he had managed to
silence Jesus Christ once and for all by killing him, without
realizing that Jesus Christ wanted to die because it was
the only way that he could enter into the kingdom of dark-
ness! And once inside, He managed to earthquake the
devil and his kingdom delivering him the final lethal blow...
And suddenly joy became possible. Easter is joy unlimited!

KIDZ KORNER
1. After Jesus’ trial who asked the question,
“What crime has he committed?”
2. Which disciple denied knowing Jesus?
3. Which disciple stayed at the foot of the cross?
4. In whose tomb was Jesus buried?
5. Who saw the risen Christ first?
Answers on page 4.



