January 26, 2020
Third Sunday of Ordinary Time

Sunday of the Word of God
Today we celebrate the first ever Sunday of the Word of God. Today we let Jesus open our minds to the beauty of
the Scriptures, so we can proclaim the truth of the Good News that they contain. The Scriptures are not dead letters on a
page, but living words that have been given life by the Holy Spirit, who also gives light to our minds when we read them.
Nor is the Word of God a list of rules, but an invitation to share the life of the living God, their author.

In his letter establishing today’s celebration, Pope Francis shares, “It is fitting, then, that the life of our people be
constantly marked by this decisive relationship with the living word that the Lord never tires of speaking to his Bride, that
she may grow in love and faithful witness” (Aperuit illis, 2). Every story told in the Scriptures, even the most challenging,
reminds us that God loves his people and will always be faithful to the covenant he has made with us. God sent us his Son,
the Word Incarnate, not only to speak these words of faithful love, but also to show us the depths of faithful love by dying
on the cross and rising from the dead. Every word of Scripture points to this message of love enacted in the person of Jesus
Christ, who is the Word himself.

In honor of today’s celebration, thank the lectors at your parish who proclaim the Word of God and the priests and
deacons who preach it. With your family or other parishioners, find a time today to re-read today’s Gospel (Matthew 4:1223) and plan a time this week to read next Sunday’s Gospel (Luke 2:22-40). What does God need to teach you and cure
within you so you can proclaim the Good News of his kingdom to others?
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