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Anointing of the Sick & Communion for the Sick & Homebound                            

Please call the Parish Office to make arrangements  

with Fr. Ivan 
 

Baptism of Infants 

Marriage Preparation 

Couples anticipating Christian Marriage need to contact the  Parish Office at least six months prior to the wedding 

date they desire.  After a pre-nuptial interview with a priest, a specific date will be set. Marriage preparation classes 

are required. 

 

Parish Staff 
Pastor 

Reverend Ivan Sant 

Associate Priest 

Reverend Joseph Kureh 
 

Accountant                      Jim Rice 
Secretary                           Gloria Nava   

RCIA and Missionary/ 

Internship Program          David Neira  

Refugee Liaison               Hsawreh Sharpoehtay  

Music Director                Mary Beth Redmond 

Parish Administrator       Ryan Thornton 

 
 

 

 

Parish Office 
Phone: (651) 488-6733 

Fax:     (651) 489-9203 

Website: www.stbernardstpaul.org 

Facebook Page: 
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  A Word from Fr. Ivan 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

How the Catholic Church Prepares the faithful to address social and political questions. 

 

§ A Well-Formed Conscience: Catholics have a serious obligation to form their consciences in accord with human 

reason and the teaching of the Church. What is the conscience? It is the voice of God resounding in the human 

heart, revealing the truth and calling us to good God has giving us and reject the evil prowls around us. The Cate-

chism of the Catholic Church (#1778) says: òConscience is the judgement of reason whereby the human person 

recognize the moral quality of a concrete act that he is going to perform, is in the process of performing, or has 

already completed. In all he says and does, man is obliged to follow faithfully what he knows to be just and right.ó 

The formation of conscience starts with a willingness and openness to seek the truth and right revealed to us by 

the Sacred Scriptures and the teachings of the Church (good source of this is the Catechism of the Catholic 

Church). Examination of the facts and information regarding the matter in discussion and finally a prayerful    

reflection to discern the will of God.   

 

§ Prudence: The fostering of well-formed conscience is accompanied by the virtue of prudence. According the  

Catechism òprudence is to discern our true good in every circumstance and to choose the right means of achiev-

ing it (#1806). Therefore Catholics may find different ways to respond to social problems, but never differ on our 

moral obligations to help build a more just and peaceful world through morally acceptable means, so that the 

weak and vulnerable are protected and human rights and dignity are defended.  

 

§ Do good and avoid evil:  The next step is to exercise right judgements. There are issues that are called intrinsical-

ly evil actions which should always be rejected and never supported. Clear example of this is taking of innocent 

human life, as in abortion and euthanasia. Saint Pope John Paul II says in his writings of òLiving the Gospel of 

Lifeó that abortion and euthanasia have become a preeminent threats to human dignity because they directly at-

tack life itself, the most fundamental human good. A legal system that violates this basic right should be never 

supported. The right to life leads us to other human rights, to basic goods that every human needs to live. As St. 

Pope John XXIII says, òEach of us has the right to life, to bodily integrity, and to the means which are suitable 

for the proper development of life; these are primarily food, clothing, shelter, rest, medical care and finally neces-

sary social servicesó. Other threats to human life and its dignity are: the destruction of family with the redefining 

civil marriage,  racism and other unjust discrimination, the use of death penalty, unjust war and use of torture or 

war crimes, unjust immigration policy, religious liberty, etc.  

 

§ Making Moral Choices: In making decisions, it is essential for Catholics to be guided by a well-formed conscience 

and recognizes all issues do not carry the same moral weight and moral obligation promoting intrinsically evil  

policies. That is why is important to vote according to a well-formed conscience that perceives the proper         

relationship among moral goods.  
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