








 

https://ethicaltrade.crs.org/guide/holiday-gift-guide 
A GIFT THAT GIVES TWICE 

     This Christmas please consider shopping on this ethical trade website. Your purchases are not 
only of good quality but will help men and women who are working hard to work their way out of 
poverty.  
You will find gift suggestions for the kitchen, home, entertaining, jewelry, comfort, chocolate and 
other food items and gift baskets. These are gifts you can feel good about giving. “Whatever you did 
for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:41 

Tuesday Morning Catholic Bible Begins New Program on January 8th 
     EVERYONE is invited to a Catholic-Based Adult Bible Study program which will 
begin a new program here at St. Ann church on Tuesday, January 8, 2019 at 9:30 
a.m. in the Parish Ministries Center (located just behind the church). This Bible 
Study is open to anyone wishing to gain a firm foundation on HOW to read 
Scripture, Understand the HISTORICAL and CULTURAL significance of the Gospel, 
and learn how to APPRECIATE the revelation of God’s Word in Scripture.  This 
topic of Scripture will last about 10-12 weeks. Participants will have the option of continuing with a new topic after the 
conclusion. We will meet every Tuesday following the 8:45 a.m. Mass. Coffee and refreshments will be provided. 

 



Thursday, December 20  
Do Not Be Afraid  
In Luke’s account of the AnnunciaƟon, Mary is iniƟally 
troubled at the angel’s greeƟng; but aŌer Gabriel assures 
her she has nothing to fear, she consents to be the moth-
er of the Messiah. St. John writes: “There is no fear in 
love, but perfect love drives out fear” (1 John 4:18a). 
Mary’s perfect love for God allows her to accept God’s 
plan for her life. Do your fears hold you back from giving 
your life totally to Jesus? Today’s Readings: Isaiah 7:10–
14; Psalm 24:1–2, 3–4ab, 5–6; Luke 1:26–38.  

Friday, December 21  
Leaping for Joy  
Song of Songs uses poeƟc images for the love between 
God, the lover, and his people, the beloved. In The Histo-
ry of the Kingdom of God: From CreaƟon to Parousia, 
theologian Sofia Cavalleƫ writes, “A plan has always ex-
isted in the mind of God, the aim of which is to bring hu-
mankind to the full enjoyment of God.” While we await 
that day, we can enjoy God’s presence now. John leaps 
for joy in his mother’s womb in recogniƟon of Jesus, just 
as the lover in the Song of Songs leaps across the hills on 
his way to the beloved. Today’s Readings: Song of Songs 
2:8–14; Psalm 33:2–3, 11–12, 20–21; Luke 1:39–45.  

Saturday, December 22  
The Greatness of the Lord  
Have you ever felt a strong desire to praise God—
perhaps while on a mountaintop or at the birth of a 
child? When Mary hears Elizabeth’s greeƟng, she is over-
come with that desire. As she proclaims the Magnificat, 
she praises God for his holiness, jusƟce, and great deeds. 
Her prayer reveals so much about our God and offers 
such perfect praise that the Church prays it each day at 
Evening Prayer. Today’s Readings: 1 Samuel 1:24–28; 1 
Samuel 2:1, 4–5, 6–7, 8abcd; Luke 1:46–56. 

This Week at Home  
Monday, December 17  
Meet Jesus’ Family  
In the Middle East, even today, people care about family 
history. They don’t want to know so much “who are 
you?” as “whose are you?” MaƩhew obliges by giving us 
Jesus’ family tree. To fulfill the prophecies of the Messi-
ah, he must come from the line of King David. Since Abra-
ham is the father of all Jews, the genealogy must go back 
to him. What does Jesus’ genealogy tell us about our her-
itage? Whose are we? Today’s Readings: Genesis 49:2, 8–
10; Psalm 72:1–2, 3–4ab, 7–8, 17; MaƩhew 1:1–17.  

Tuesday, December 18  
A Righteous Man  
Today we hear an account of Jesus’ birth from Joseph’s 
perspecƟve, including his dream in which an angel spoke 
to him. MaƩhew calls Joseph “a righteous man,” and his 
deeds show him to be so: He does not want to expose 
Mary to shame. He listens to the angel, and he follows 
the angel’s commands. How does God make his will 
known to us? Are we listening? Are we willing to do 
something that might be difficult? Today’s Readings: Jer-
emiah 23:5–8; Psalm 72:1–2, 12–13, 18–19; MaƩhew 
1:18–25.  

Wednesday, December 19  
Flower of Jesse’s Stem  
The “O” AnƟphons have for centuries been part of Even-
ing Prayer from December 17 to 23. Each gives a Ɵtle to 
Christ, links him to Isaiah’s prophecy, and implores him 
to “come!” Today we pray, “O Flower of Jesse’s stem, 
you have been raised up as a sign for all peoples; kings 
stand silent in your presence; the naƟons bow down in 
worship before you. Come, let nothing keep you from 
coming to our aid.” Christ, who like King David descend-
ed from Jesse, is a king of a different order, adored by all 
naƟons. It is hard to wait for such a king! Today’s Read-
ings: Judges 13:2–7, 24–25a; Psalm 71:3–4a, 5–6ab, 16–
17; Luke 1:5–25.  
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