
















The Assumption of Mary 
 

O��Divine��Father,��the��Blessed��Virgin��was��conceived��pure��in��body��in��
order��to��carry��Your��son��in��her��womb,��and��when��her��life��on��earth��
ended,��You��gave��her��a��glori �Ôied��body��and��raised��her��directly��into��
Heaven.����I��ask��her��to��pray��for��my��attitudes��regarding��my��physical��
health;��may��I��appreciate��the��body��you��gave��me��while��overcoming��
the��passions��of��the���Ôlesh.����Stop��me��from��destroying��this��temple��of��
the��Holy��Spirit��through��laziness,��harmful��habits,��addictions,��and��
impurities,��so��that��at��my��death��my��own��body��will ��be��better��pre-
pared��to��receive��its��Heavenly��reward.� � � �Holy��Mary,��pray��for��me��
now��and��at��the��hour��of��my��death.��
��

Amen.��
��

Oh��Mary��conceived��without��sin,��pray��for��us��who��have��recourse��to��thee.��
Amen.��
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The Assumption of Mary:  A Belief Since Apostolic Times 
 

The AssumpƟon is the oldest feast day of Our Lady, but we don't know how it first came to be celebrated. 
Its origin is lost in those days when Jerusalem was restored as a sacred city, at the Ɵme of the Roman Emperor Con-
stanƟne (c. 285-337). By then it had been a pagan city for two centuries, ever since Emperor Hadrian (76-138) had 
leveled it around the year 135 and rebuilt it as <Aelia Capitolina> in honor of Jupiter. 
For 200 years, every memory of Jesus was obliterated from the city, and the sites made holy by His life, death and 
ResurrecƟon became pagan temples. 
 

AŌer the building of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in 336, the sacred sites began to be restored and memories 
of the life of Our Lord began to be celebrated by the people of Jerusalem. One of the memories about his mother 
centered around the "Tomb of Mary," close to Mount Zion, where the early ChrisƟan community had lived. 
On the hill itself was the "Place of DormiƟon," the spot of Mary's "falling asleep," where she had died. The "Tomb 
of Mary" was where she was buried. 
 

At this Ɵme, the "Memory of Mary" was being celebrated. Later it was to become our feast of the AssumpƟon. 
For a Ɵme, the "Memory of Mary" was marked only in PalesƟne, but then it was extended by the emperor to all the 
churches of the East. In the seventh century, it began to be celebrated in Rome under the Ɵtle of the "Falling 
Asleep" ("DormiƟo") of the Mother of God. 
 

Soon the name was changed to the "AssumpƟon of Mary," since there was more to the feast than her dying. It also 
proclaimed that she had been taken up, body and soul, into heaven. That belief was ancient, daƟng back to the 
apostles themselves. What was clear from the beginning was that there were no relics of Mary to be venerated, 
and that an empty tomb stood on the edge of Jerusalem near the site of her death. That locaƟon also soon became 
a place of pilgrimage. (Today, the BenedicƟne Abbey of the DormiƟon of Mary stands on the spot.) 
 

At the Council of Chalcedon in 451, when bishops from throughout the Mediterranean world gathered in ConstanƟ-
nople, Emperor Marcian asked the Patriarch of Jerusalem to bring the relics of Mary to ConstanƟnople to be en-
shrined in the capitol. The patriarch explained to the emperor that there were no relics of Mary in Jerusalem, that 
"Mary had died in the presence of the apostles; but her tomb, when opened later . . . was found empty and so the 
apostles concluded that the body was taken up into heaven." 
 

In the eighth century, St. John Damascene was known for giving sermons at the holy places in Jerusalem. At the 
Tomb of Mary, he expressed the belief of the Church on the meaning of the feast: "Although the body was duly 
buried, it did not remain in the state of death, neither was it dissolved by decay. . . . You were transferred to your 
heavenly home, O Lady, Queen and Mother of God in truth." 
 

All the feast days of Mary mark the great mysteries of her life and her part in the work of redempƟon. The central 
mystery of her life and person is her divine motherhood, celebrated both at Christmas and a week later (Jan. 1) on 
the feast of the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. The Immaculate ConcepƟon (Dec. 8) marks the preparaƟon for 
that motherhood, so that she had the fullness of grace from the first moment of her existence, completely un-
touched by sin. Her whole being throbbed with divine life from the very beginning, readying her for the exalted role 
of mother of the Savior. 
 

The AssumpƟon completes God's work in her since it was not fiƫng that the flesh that had given life to God himself 
should ever undergo corrupƟon. The AssumpƟon is God's crowning of His work as Mary ends her earthly life and 
enters eternity. The feast turns our eyes in that direcƟon, where we will follow when our earthly life is over. 
The feast days of the Church are not just the commemoraƟon of historical events; they do not look only to the past. 
They look to the present and to the future and give us an insight into our own relaƟonship with God. The Assump-
Ɵon looks to eternity and gives us hope that we, too, will follow Our Lady when our life is ended. 
 

The prayer for the feast reads: "All-powerful and ever-living God: You raised the sinless Virgin Mary, mother of your 
Son, body and soul, to the glory of heaven. May we see heaven as our final goal and come to share her glory." 
In 1950, in the Apostolic ConsƟtuƟon <MunificenƟssimus Deus>, Pope Pius XII proclaimed the AssumpƟon of Mary 
a dogma of the Catholic Church in these words: "The Immaculate Mother of God, the ever-virgin Mary, having com-
pleted the course of her earthly life, was assumed body and soul into heaven." 
With that, an ancient belief became Catholic doctrine and the AssumpƟon was declared a truth revealed by God. 
—Fr. Clifford Stevens           10 
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
August 20-21, 2016 

      4:00 PM    8:00 AM 

      10:30 AM                 6:00 PM 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, August 13, 4:00 pm:  Adrian "Boo" Le-
gendre, Caro, Lorenzo, Minor, Caviness Families, 
Rod Kieff, Charles Chiasson, Sr., Sevin Family, Mary 
Chiasson, Louis Talbot, Dot & Murvin Bergeron, 
Gerald Schexnayder, Dr. Stephen L. Guillot, Jr., Alex 
& Pauline Gauthreaux, Alcide & Stella LeBlanc, 
Morvant, Naquin, LeBlanc, Boudreaux Family, Mae 
& Sam Lasseigne, Luc Oncale Family, Alexander Le-
det Family, Denis & Toudelle Gaubert, Kenneth Le-
Blanc, Mary Lou Ledet 

Sunday, August 14, 8:00 am:  Patrick, Pearl & 
Marcel Usey, Jr., M/M Wilson P. Ordoyne & 
Vernon, Anna Pham Thi Suy, Joseph Nguyen Duc 
Thai, Anna Nguyen Thi Nu, Francis Pham Van 
Vuong, Mary Nguyen Thi Nhan, Joseph Nguyen Van 
Quyen 

10:30 am:  HenrieƩa & Guy Bernard, Rose Bazile 
Daigle, Frank & Rose Bazile, Jake & Lena Sciambre, 
Mary Catherine & Lowell Fulton, Walter, Eunice & 
Louise Gallo, William & BeƩy Mohan, Helen Daigle 
LeBlanc, Ann Bazile, Arthur & Lorina Daigle, Claude 
& Maƫe Hebert, Clayton Hebert, Preston & Lois 
Daigle, Arthur Daigle, Geraldine D. Faucheaux, Ed-
die Comeaux, Claude Daigle, Jr., Duane Bernard, 
Earl & Noralie Legendre, Oscar Legendre & Family, 
Thomas Ordoyne & Family, Harold J. "Jim" Soignet 

6:00 pm:  Brad Ledet, DanƟn & Terrebonne Fami-
lies, Guy & Lovenia Ledet 

Monday, August 15, 7:00 am:  For the People of 
the Parish 

Tuesday, August 16, 7:00 am:  Constance N. Las-
seigne 

Wednesday, August 17, 7:00 am:  For VocaƟons, 
Theresa Boudreaux 

Thursday, August 18, 7:00 am:  Robert Adamietz, 
Gerald Schexnayder, Edgar Pitre, Sr. Family 

Friday, August 19, 7:00 am:  Holy 
Souls in Purgatory  

ASV Sharon Leonard 

 Jack Pitre 

 Eli Pitre 

 Volunteer 
COM Volunteer 
EM Vickie Naquin 

 Mary Ann Truxillo/1 

 Carole Ann Dansereau/2 

 Volunteer/3 

 Volunteer/4 

 Dale Cooley/5 

 Volunteer/6 
LEC Volunteer/7 
U Geri Caro 

 Barbara Leonard 

 Volunteer 

 Volunteer 

 Volunteer 

ASV Volunteer 

 Volunteer 

 Volunteer 

 Volunteer 
COM Volunteer 
EM Dawn Oubre 

 Dana Chiasson/1 

 Melinda Monier/2 

 Dawn Oubre/3 

 Volunteer/4 

 Jerry Monier/5 

 Volunteer/6 
LEC Volunteer/7 
U Melinda Monier 

 MaƩhew Oubre 

 Cedric Oubre 

 Volunteer 

 Volunteer 

ASV Claire Babin 

 Riley Albert 

 Alaina Robertson 

 Cruz Cassard 
COM Volunteer 
EM Mary Ann Thormas 

 Jennifer Rodrigue/1 

 Jamie Rodrigue/2 

 Melissa Angelloz/3 

 Volunteer/4 

 Cecil Melancon/5 

 Volunteer/6 
LEC Volunteer/7 
U Cecil Melancon 

 Brian Griffin 

 Mervin Blanchard 

 Volunteer 

 Volunteer 

CL Chrissy DeGravelle & 
Volunteer  

ASV Ellen Plaisance 

 Adrienne Sobert 

 Volunteer 

 Volunteer 
COM Volunteer 
EM 11th Grade ConfirmaƟon 

 Wayne Zeringue/1 

 Juli Dardar/2 

 Sheila Zeringue/3 

 Volunteer/4 

 Cindy Adams/5 

 Jason Bilello/6 
LEC Volunteer/7 
U 11th Grade ConfirmaƟon 

 11th Grade ConfirmaƟon 

 11th Grade ConfirmaƟon 

 11th Grade ConfirmaƟon 

 11th Grade ConfirmaƟon 
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