MARK 5:1-20
They came to the other side of the sea, to the territory of
the Gerasenes. When he got out of the boat, at once a man
from the tombs who had an unclean spirit met him. The
man had been dwelling among the tombs, and no one
could restrain him any longer, even with a chain. In fact,
he had frequently been bound with shackles and chains,
but the chains had been pulled apart by him and the
shackles smashed, and no one was strong enough to
subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and on the
hillsides he was always crying out and bruising himself
with stones. Catching sight of Jesus from a distance, he
ran up and prostrated himself before him, crying out in a
loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of
the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment
me!” (He had been saying to him, “Unclean spirit, come
out of the man!”) He asked him, “What is your name?” He
replied, “Legion is my name. There are many of us.” And
he pleaded earnestly with him not to drive them away from
that territory. Now a large herd of swine* was feeding there
on the hillside. And they pleaded with him, “Send us into
the swine. Let us enter them.” And he let them, and the
unclean spirits came out and entered the swine. The herd of
about two thousand rushed down a steep bank into the sea,
where they were drowned. The swineherds ran away and
reported the incident in the town and throughout the
countryside. And people came out to see what had
happened. As they approached Jesus, they caught sight of
the man who had been possessed by Legion, sitting there
clothed and in his right mind. And they were seized with
fear. Those who witnessed the incident explained to them
what had happened to the possessed man and to the swine.
Then they began to beg him to leave their district. As he
was getting into the boat, the man who had been possessed
pleaded to remain with him. But he would not permit him
but told him instead, “Go home* to your family and
announce to them all that the Lord in his pity has done for
you.” Then the man went off and began to proclaim in the
Decapolis what Jesus had done for him; and all were
amazed.

MATTHEW 8:29-34
When he came to the
other side, to the
territory of the
Gadarenes, two
demoniacs who were
coming from the tombs
met him. They were so
savage that no one could
travel by that road. They
cried out, “What have
you to do with us,* Son
of God? Have you come
here to torment us before
the appointed time?”
Some distance away a
herd of many swine was
feeding. The demons
pleaded with him, “If
you drive us out, send us
into the herd of swine.”
And he said to them,
“Go then!” They came
out and entered the
swine, and the whole
herd rushed down the
steep bank into the sea
where they drowned.
The swineherds ran
away, and when they
came to the town they
reported everything,
including what had
happened to the
demoniacs. Thereupon
the whole town came out
to meet Jesus, and when
they saw him they
begged him to leave
their district.

LUKE 8:27-39
Then they sailed to the territory of the Gerasenes,
which is opposite Galilee. When he came ashore a
man from the town who was possessed by demons
met him. For a long time he had not worn clothes; he
did not live in a house, but lived among the tombs.
When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell down
before him; in a loud voice he shouted, “What have
you to do with me, Jesus, son of the Most High God?
I beg you, do not torment me!” For he had ordered
the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (It had
taken hold of him many times, and he used to be
bound with chains and shackles as a restraint, but he
would break his bonds and be driven by the demon
into deserted places.) Then Jesus asked him, “What
is your name?”* He replied, “Legion,” because many
demons had entered him. And they pleaded with
him not to order them to depart to the abyss. A herd
of many swine was feeding there on the hillside, and
they pleaded with him to allow them to enter those
swine; and he let them. The demons came out of the
man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed
down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned.
When the swineherds saw what had happened, they
ran away and reported the incident in the town and
throughout the countryside. People came out to see
what had happened and, when they approached
Jesus, they discovered the man from whom the
demons had come out sitting at his feet.* He was
clothed and in his right mind, and they were seized
with fear. Those who witnessed it told them how the
possessed man had been saved. The entire
population of the region of the Gerasenes asked
Jesus to leave them because they were seized with
great fear. So he got into a boat and returned. The
man from whom the demons had come out begged to
remain with him, but he sent him away, saying,
“Return home and recount what God has done for
you.” The man went off and proclaimed throughout
the whole town what Jesus had done for him.

The Feeding of the Five Thousand. (Mark 6:34-44)

The Feeding of Four Thousand. (Mark 8:1-10)

When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, his
heart was moved with pity for them, for they were
like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to
teach them many things. By now it was already
late and his disciples approached him and said,
“This is a deserted place and it is already very late.

In those days when there again was a great crowd
without anything to eat, he summoned the disciples
and said, “My heart is moved with pity for the
crowd, because they have been with me now for
three days and have nothing to eat. If I send them
away hungry to their homes, they will collapse on
the way, and some of them have come a great
distance.”

Dismiss them so that they can go to the
surrounding farms and villages and buy themselves
something to eat.” He said to them in reply, “Give
them some food yourselves.” But they said to him,
“Are we to buy two hundred days’ wages worth of
food and give it to them to eat?”

His disciples answered him, “Where can anyone get
enough bread to satisfy them here in this deserted
place?”

He asked them, “How many loaves do you have?
Go and see.” And when they had found out they
said, “Five loaves and two fish.” So he gave
orders to have them sit down in groups on the
green grass. The people took their places in rows
by hundreds and by fifties.

Still he asked them, “How many loaves do you
have?” “Seven,” they replied. He ordered the
crowd to sit down on the ground.

Then, taking the five loaves and the two fish and
looking up to heaven, he said the blessing, broke
the loaves, and gave them to [his] disciples to set
before the people; he also divided the two fish
among them all.

Then, taking the seven loaves he gave thanks, broke
them, and gave them to his disciples to distribute,
and they distributed them to the crowd. They also
had a few fish. He said the blessing over them and
ordered them distributed also.

They all ate and were satisfied. And they picked
up twelve wicker baskets full of fragments and
what was left of the fish. Those who ate [of the
loaves] were five thousand men.

They ate and were satisfied. They picked up the
fragments left over—seven baskets. There were
about four thousand people.

He dismissed them and got into the boat with his
disciples and came to the region of Dalmanutha.

