SCRIPTURE READINGS

MASS INTENTIONS

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6
Jerusalem is extolled as a place of glory and splendor
because the Lord has come to His own city.
Second Reading: Ephesians
3:2-3a, 5-6
Paul tells the Ephesians that his
special mission is to make the
Gentiles co-heirs with the Jews in
Christ — “members of the same
body and sharers of the promise.”
Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12
Herod learns that Wise Men from the East are
searching for the newly born Christ Child. He instructs
them to find the Child and to report His whereabouts to
him. The Wise Men follow a star to the place where
Mary and Jesus are and offer the Child gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. They do not return to Herod
but follow another route to their own country.

For the Week of January 5th through
January 12th
Sunday
Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12
Monday
1 Jn 3:22-4:6; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday
1 Jn 4:7-10; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday
1 Jn 4:11-18; Mk 6:45-52
Thursday
1 Jn 4:19-5:4; Lk 4:14-22
Friday
1 Jn 5:5-13; Lk 5:12-16
Saturday
1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 3:22-30
Sunday
Is 42:1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Mt 3:13-17

The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB)
provides a full listing of the Sunday and Daily
Readings, in print and audio format, on its website,
http:/www.usccb.org/bible/readings.

Saturday, January 4th
4:00 p.m.
Marge Faucett
th
Sunday, January 5
8:00 a.m.
John Hack and Family
(living)
10:00 a.m. George Glenn
Monday, January 6th
8:30 a.m.
Louis Kaminski
Tuesday, January 7th
8:30 a.m. For Our Parishioners,
Living and Deceased
Wednesday, January 8th
8:30 a.m.
Katherine G. Sailer
Saturday, January 11th
4:00 p.m.
Katherine D’Angelo
Sunday, January 12th
8:00 a.m.
For Our Parishioners,
Living and Deceased
10:00 a.m.
Joe Dawson

REMEMBERING THE SICK
OF THE PARISH: Remember
in your prayers the sick of the
parish: John Troffo, Valerie
Lindyberg, Patricia Dana, Angela
Wilmer, Faith King, Eugenia Brooks, Alicia Bourne,
Tom Blum, and all those whose names appear in the
PARISH BOOK OF INTENTIONS.
*****
NEW TO THE PARISH: Please be sure to register with
the Parish Office and introduce yourself to Father Grasing
after Mass. Registration forms are available at the doors of
the Church, the Parish Office, or online. For additional
information, please call 410-778-3160, or go to
sacredparish.org.

PREP

DECEMBER SAINTS

Parish Religious Education Program

Bringing the Gospel Home
Solemnity of the Epiphany - Matthew
2:1-12
Reflection for Parents
This Gospel narrative is full of adventure, danger, mystery, and
yes—gifts! During this Christmas season, enjoy dramatizing this
Gospel as a family. Then think about how far you would travel,
how far you would go to pay homage to Jesus. Would you go as
far as your parish to receive the Sacraments or to spend some time
in quiet prayer? Would you go as far as the soup kitchen to serve
a meal to the hungry? Would you go as far as to tell someone to
stop bullying a classmate or a coworker? Would you go as far as
to give up a morning cup of coffee or a favorite treat in order to
give to someone in need the gift of food or clothing or the
necessities of life? How far would you go? What would you give
as your gifts to the King?
Bringing the Gospel into Your Family
The star led the Magi to the place where Jesus was. With your
family, cut out several yellow construction paper stars. On each
star write either a way you can find Jesus—such as “read God’s
Word”—or the name of a person who has helped you find Jesus,
such as “Grandma Joan.” Create a mobile of your stars using coat
hangers and yarn or string. Hang your stars in a place where all
family members will see them.

Discussion Starters

I can be like a star and show Jesus to others by .
..
2. The greatest gift I can give Jesus is . . .
3. The greatest gift our family can give Jesus is . .
1.

December 5 - John
Nepomucene Neumann
The new Bishop of Philadelphia had just
about had it with the unfair treatment of
Catholic students in the public school
system of his city. We can hardly
imagine such an occurrence today, but in
the middle 1800s, school boards,
administrators, and teachers were mostly Protestant and forced
their beliefs on all the students. Catholic children were
pressured (often with whippings) to read the Protestant Bible
and participate in Protestant worship services in their schools.
Bishop John Neumann worked hard to change this practice in
the Diocese of Philadelphia. In some cases it took lawsuits; in
others, he built schools and organized a diocesan school
system in 1852.
Although John studied six languages in the seminary, his
English was difficult to understand. This frustrated many
people, and when he was appointed the fourth bishop of the
sophisticated Philadelphia Diocese at the age of 41, people
were unhappy. These privileged people were accustomed to
professional and polished leaders. On top of that, by his own
admission, John was not a very good administrator. He did not
care for the details of finances, personnel, and legal battles
over who owned diocesan land. Things began to look up,
however, when Rome sent him an assistant bishop who had
been a banker.
John worked hard in several areas. First, he helped immigrants
feel comfortable in their new home. He provided parishes
where they could worship in their native languages and he
gave them food, clothing, and housekeeping items when they
could not afford their own. He helped the Sisters of Notre
Dame establish themselves in the United States. The Notre
Dames taught in Baltimore, Pittsburgh, New York, Buffalo,
and Philadelphia. Education was always dear to John’s heart.
He built Catholic schools, organized Catholic school boards,
and assigned Catholic teachers to these schools. During the
time he was bishop, schools in his diocese grew from one to
200, and enrollment boosted from 500 Catholic school
students to 9,000.
John worked hard and tirelessly. This may be in part the cause
of his death on January 5, 1860, at the age of 48. He crumpled
to the snow a few blocks away from his Philadelphia cathedral.
Priests rushed to him with oils, but he was already dead. He is
buried in a glass crypt under the main altar of St. Peter’s
Church in Philadelphia.

PARISH NEWS
Offertory – Weeks Ending December 22nd and December
29th - Week 26 and Week 27

Thank you for your offering. It is with your continued
support and the sharing of your time and talent that the
ministries, programs and activities at Sacred Heart and St.
John’s are made possible. “Whatever you give to the Lord,
He will return to you a hundred fold.”

Offertory
12/22
Wk. 26
YTD
Wk. 26
Offertory
12/29
Wk. 27
YTD
Wk. 27

Received

ACH

Budgeted

Diff.

$18,243

$879

$6,635

$12,487

$132,814

$43,784

$172,510

$4,088

$4,192

$6,291

$6,635

$3,848

$137,006

$50,075

$179,145

$7,936

ELECTRONIC GIVING: It is possible to make your
weekly financial commitment to the Parish using Electronic
Funds Transfer. We are encouraging everyone to consider
using this contribution method. Contact Mary Jo Frohlich
with any questions at 410-778-3160, or
mfrohlich@sacredparish.org. Sign up forms are available at
the doors of the Church.
*****
WELCOME: The people of Sacred Heart Parish welcome
into our family Ava Clark, Finley Joseph Fitzgerald, and
Camden Michael Lubetsi, who were baptized recently at
Sacred Heart. Congratulations to you, your parents &
godparents. God bless you as you begin your faith journey.
*****
MAY THE ANGELS LEAD THEM INTO PARADISE:
Please remember in your prayers Barbara Gillin, and our
deceased parishioners, loved ones, and benefactors. Grant
them eternal rest, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine
upon them.
*****

Today’s second collection is for fuel and heat for
Sacred Heart, St. John, the rectory and the halls.
Thank you for your generosity.

LIFE LINE
SCREENING, a leading
provider of communitybased preventive health
screenings, will offer their affordable, non-invasive
and painless health screenings at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church on February 13, 2020. Five screenings will be
offered that scan for potential health problems related to:
blocked arteries which is a leading cause of stroke;
abdominal aortic aneurysms which can lead to a ruptured
aorta; hardening of the arteries in the legs which is a strong
predictor of heart disease; atrial fibrillation or irregular heart
beat which is closely tied to stroke risk; and a bone density
screening, for men and women, used to assess the risk of
osteoporosis. Register for a Wellness Package which
includes 4 vascular tests and osteoporosis screening from
$149 ($139 with our member discount). All five screenings
take 60-90 minutes to complete. In order to register for
this event and to receive a $10 discount off any package
priced above $129, please call 1-888-653-6441 or
visit www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle or text the
word circle to 797979.
*****
FLOCK NOTES: Do you want
to know what’s going on in our
parish?? Sign up for Flocknotes.
It’s easy. You can choose what
info you would like to receive –
via email or text message and you can unsubscribe at any
time. There are two easy ways to connect:
*Visit flocknote.com/SHParish on your computer
OR
*Text SHPARISH508 to 84576 from your phone to
subscribe to updates.
Text STOP to 84576 to stop text notifications at any time.
Text HELP for help. There is no charge for this service, but
your carrier message and data rates may apply. View
privacy policy and conditions at www.flocknote.com/txt.
We love having you as part of our flock! Let’s keep in
touch!
*****
BOOK OF INTENTIONS: The Book of Intentions is at
the front foyer of the Church. Please feel free to list family
members and friends who are sick or deceased, and for
whom you wish the Community to offer prayers.

