
ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Fertile, Minnesota 

www.stjosephsfertile.org 

 

Fr. Joe Richards – Pastor  Secretary/Bulletin Contact: Donna Bjerk stjoesfertile@gvtel.com 

10480 438
th
 St. SW, Fertile, MN 56540                             Prayer Blanket Contact: Jan Erickson 218-945-6118;  

218-945-6649 (office), 6645 (home) 701-371-2311 (cell)                            218-289-1801(cell) Email: jce@gvtel.com  
jrichards@crookston.org   
 

RE Coordinators: Monica Lisburg (218-556-8184) and Kirsten Fuglseth (218-280-9645)  
 

Victim Assistance Statement of the Diocese of Crookston: If you or someone you know has been the victim of sexual misconduct on 
the part of a priest, deacon, or individual representing the Diocese of Crookston, its parishes, or its schools, please contact Cindy 
Hulst, LSW, the diocesan Victim’s Assistance Coordinator at 218-281-7895 (24-hour confidential number). 
 

Mass: Sunday – 8:30 a.m.; Tuesday through Friday – 7:00 a.m. (see schedule below); Reconciliation: Sunday – 7:45 a.m. or by appt. 

Merry Christmas! 

  
   

Sunday, December 29th, 2019 – The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
 

This week’s Mass schedule:   Tuesday, December 31st: +Dory Pavek req. by George & Elizabeth Brtek 
    Wednesday, January 1st: Tom Bannister req. by Paul & Pam Reese Mass at 9 a.m. 

Thursday, January 2nd: Sharon Richards and her intentions 
     Friday, January 3rd: Jeff Richards 
    Sunday, January 5th: Parishioners 

Please remember to find a substitute if you are going to be gone.  Thank you! 
   

Church cleaning: Dec 2nd – Jan 5th: Pat & Penny Chisholm, Kory & Betty Solie, Steve Holzer, Jeff McCollum. Jan 6th – Feb 
2nd: Jr & Leanne Sannes, Aaron & April Swenby, Rob & Monica Lisburg, Kelsey Lisburg. Thank you for your ministry to our 
parish.   
 
Eucharistic Adoration is held every Monday from 4-7 PM; come and spend time in prayer and adoration.  
 
The Rosary is prayed every Sunday morning beginning at 8:00 a.m.  Come early for Mass and join us. 
 
Offertory Actual           12/22/19  Offertory Needed Weekly  Building Fund Actual  
Adult                             $1,051.00   $1,188.00 (Adult and Electronic)  $545.00 
Electronic                      125.00     
Youth                    11.00   $11.55     Building Fund Needed Weekly 
Plate                  743.00   $173.00    $903.82 
Total                              $1,930.00   $1,372.55   
 
Christmas Flowers: $33.00     
     
Birthday Greetings: Zoe Hand (29th), Wayne Weber (30th), Danny Doyea (30th), Larry Ricard (1st) 
 
Food for thought: “WƛǾŜǎΣ ōŜ ǎǳōƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘǎΧIǳǎōŀƴŘǎΣ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛǾŜǎΧ/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƻōŜȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΧCŀǘƘŜǊǎΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ (Colossians 3:18-21) Pope Francis said that families, through their life 
of prayer and love, become “schools of true human growth.” Being credible witnesses of Christian love, especially that of 
family members, exerts the most positive influence on our children. We are all children of God. Let us pray and love each 
other as God, Our Father, does for us.   
 

Ministry January 5th January 12th 

Lectors Elaine Ricard, Aaron Rongen Gay Webster, Joan Ellegaard 

Eucharist Paul Reese, Jerry Erickson Pam Reese, Patricia Erickson 

Servers Zach Dufault, Jack Erickson Catie Erickson, Sidney Erickson 

Ushers Pat Chisholm, Todd Dufault Steven Massmann, Paul Reese 

Greeters Jan Erickson, Lexi Swenby Jerry Erickson, Larry Ricard 

Gift bearers Eric & Joan Ellegaard Travis & Terri Johnson family 

Sacristan Rob Lisburg Rob Lisburg 

Collection   Paul Reese, Ervin Vigness Adison McCollum, Matt Erickson 

Breakfast Pat Taylor, Rose Weber, Sue Erickson Gay Webster, April Swenby, Jami Doyea 



 

Prayer blankets were given to: Gifte Jensen, Fedsted, Denmark, from Gail & Dwain Carlson; "Grandma" Jan Mosher, 
Beltrami, from Sidney Erickson; Tim Ryan, Forest Lake, MN, from Judy Berhow; Karen Krawford, Vadnais Heights, MN, 
from Judy Berhow:. Please keep everyone covered with a prayer blanket in your prayers. Thank you. 
 
Retrouvaille Marriage Help: Thinking about Separation or Divorce?  Hurting?  Angry?  Feel helpless?  Retrouvaille is a 
lifeline for troubled marriages. Couples learn the tools to rediscover each other and heal their marriage. 100% 
confidential. When:  Jan 31 - Feb 2, 2020 Where: Dakota Ridge Best Western Hotel, Eagan, MN 800-470-2230, info@tcr-
mn.org   http://www.helpourmarriage.org 
 
Fertile Food Shelf hours: 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month from 5:00-8:00 PM at the Fertile Community Center. For 
emergencies please call 218-945-3136. 
 
Shoe Drive for Care and Share: There is a group working with Funds2Orgs to raise money for the Care and Share in 
Crookston. They will give Care and Share 40 cents for every pound of shoes collected. The shoes will be sent to the poor 
in Africa. There is a box in the gathering space for anyone interested in contributing gently used shoes of any kind, size, 
etc. Thank you for helping those less fortunate. The goal of this drive throughout the Crookston area is to collect 2,500 
pair of shoes by December 31st. 
 

Inter-County Community Council Energy Assistance Program is now accepting applications for the 2019-2020 heating 
season. The EAP helps eligible renters and homeowners living in East Polk, Pennington and Red Lake counties pay a 
portion of their home heating and electric bills. Homeowners may be eligible for repair or replacement of their 
nonfunctioning heating systems. For more information there are some brochures available on the credenza in the 
gathering area, or contact ICCC at 218-796-5144 ext 4, toll free at 888-778-4008, email: eap@intercountycc.org. 
   
Mark your calendar: January 15th we will have a Christmas party for the adults of the parish at the Smokehouse. Please 
sign up on the sheet in the gathering area so that we can give Mark and Sue an idea of how many will be coming. 
 
eOND: The OND has gone electronic! In addition to the monthly print issues delivered to your home, eOND will arrive to 
your inbox 2x/month. To receive the eOND you must opt-in. To subscribe go to www.crookston.org/subscribe and 
provide your name and email address. 
 
Strengthening Our Future is an endowment program in the Diocese of Crookston to support the education of our 
seminarians. If you are interested in starting an endowment in your name or if you are interested in helping St. Joseph’s 
start an endowment in its name, please pick up an information brochure in the gathering area. 
 
Feast of Mary, Mother of God is January 1st and is a Holy Day of Obligation. We will have Mass at St. Joseph’s at 9:00 
a.m. and Mass at St. Lawrence at 10:30 a.m. (please note that Mass will be at 9:00, not at 8:30 at St. Joseph’s). 
 

 
 

DONATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS FLOWERS – 2019 
In Memory of… 

 
Ed & Dorothy Kalinowsk; Howard Kiefert; Matthew Kiefert; by Gary & Mary Kiefert 

Dennis McCollum by Cindy McCollum 
Dory Pavek; Jerry & Lillian Preisler; John & Mary Pavek; Carol & Wally Ellegaard; Bruce Ellegaard; Grant Ellegaard; Barry 

Ellegaard by Eric & Joan Ellegaard 
Raymond Doyea; Lorraine Doyea; Chase Hron; Babe Hoffmann by Bill & Diane Mulcahy 

Dory Pavek by Ed Pavek 
Don Richards by Father Joe Richards 
Douglas Rongen by Bonnie Rongen 

Regina Svedahl by Lilah Wang 
Sylvester Schmitz; Helen Schmitz Brian Schmitz by Dennis & Paula Tice 

Knute & Adeline Bolstad by Joe & Karen Cyr 
Mark Webster; Howard & Helen Bittner by Greg & Gay Webster 

All Holy Souls in Purgatory by Dwain & Gail Carlson 
 

In honor of… 
 

Sharon Richards by Father Joe Ricards 
Wayne & Rose Weber by Travis & Terri Johnson 
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