






History of the feast of the presentation of the Lord. Next Sunday we will celebrate this 
Feast. According to Jewish law, the firstborn male child belonged to God, and the parents had 
to "buy him back" on the 40th day after his birth, by offering a sacrifice of "a pair of                 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons" (Luke 2:24) in the temple (thus the "presentation" of the 
child). On that same day, the mother would be ritually purified (thus the "purification"). Saint 
Mary and Saint Joseph kept this law, even though, since Saint Mary remained a virgin after the 
birth of Christ, she would not have had to go through ritual purification. In his gospel, Luke 
recounts the story (Luke 2:22-39). Originally, the feast was celebrated on February 14, the 
40th day after Epiphany (January 6), because Christmas wasn't yet celebrated as its own 
feast, and so the Nativity, Epiphany, the Baptism of the Lord (Theophany), and the feast         
celebrating Christ's first miracle at the wedding in Cana were all celebrated on the same day. 
By the last quarter of the fourth century, however, the Church at Rome had begun to celebrate 
the Nativity on December 25, so the Feast of the Presentation was moved to February 2, 40 
days later. When Christ was presented in the temple, "there was a man in Jerusalem named 
Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel" (Luke 2:25) 
When Saint Mary and Saint Joseph brought Christ to the temple, Simeon embraced the Child 
and prayed the Canticle of Simeon: "Now thou dost dismiss thy servant, O Lord, according to 
thy word in peace; because my eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before 
the face of all peoples: a light to the revelation of the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 
Israel" (Luke 2:29-32). Inspired the words of the canticle ("a light to the revelation of the   
Gentiles"), by the 11th century, the custom had developed in the West of blessing candles on 
the Feast of the Presentation. The candles were then lit, and a procession took place through 
the darkened church while the Canticle of Simeon was sung. Because of this, the feast also 
became known as Candlemas. While the procession and blessing of the candles is not often 
performed in the United States today, Candlemas is still an important feast in many European 
countries.

The origin of the Torah of the Old Testament:  The name given to first five books of the 
Bible -- Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy and Numbers – is Torah in Hebrew,           
Pentateuch in Greek. The matter presented in these books was handed down from generation 
to generation orally until the ninth century BC. Since the Israelites had come into close contact 
with the Egyptians and other ancient groups, the oral traditions in Israel were influenced partly 
by the traditions of other people as well. Moses (1391–1271 BC), is considered the first to 
collect the traditions of Israel and to draft and amplify the God-given commandments and 
laws. But it was during the reign of Solomon (970-931 BC), that Israel became a big and     
powerful nation, with the new Temple of the Lord God in Jerusalem serving as the nation's 
religious center. King Solomon felt the need to collect all the religious traditions of Israel from 
the 12 tribes of Israel. He invited all tribal heads and those specialized in teaching those        
traditions to his royal palace and appointed scribes to take down in Hebrew language whatever 
had been traditionally handed down in their tribes. Along with tribal traditions of Israel, the 
result included the teachings given by Moses and later leaders. Since Moses, raised in          
Pharaoh's court as a Prince, was literate, he might have kept some written documents of the 
laws and commandments received from God. All these written documents formed the nucleus 
from which the Torah developed in the later centuries. Finally, a few centuries after Solomon, 
a group of editors assembled all religious beliefs and traditions of Israel previously collected 
during the reign of Solomon, put them in a definite order, and made the final edition of the five 
books of the Torah. They were later copied and recopied on processed leather and copper 
sheets. During Jesus’ time, leather scrolls containing the Torah and prophetic writings were 
available in all Jewish synagogues.

Next weekend we will have the St. Blasé 
throat blessing at the end of Mass.

The TYM will be taking orders for Super Bowl 
Pizzas from now until January 29.  
Youth, please make sure to turn in orders by 
the 29th and help deliver at 2:30 on         
February 2nd.

February 5th is TYM Wednesday.
February 9th, no TYM mass due to Youth 
going to mass the day before at Retreat.

Immaculate Heart of Mary will host the         
“Renewed” East Deanery Retreat on February 
8th for Grades 7-12 from 9:30am-9pm.  
The cost is $25, please make plans to attend!

The Spring Fling is scheduled for Saturday, 
February 15th. Mark your calendars, details to 
follow!

UCA 2019-2020
Quota..........$13,956
Paid.............$10,420
Balance........$ 3,536

Preparing the Way
Diocesan Capital Campaign
Pledged.........$127,500
Paid..............$  63,500
Balance.........$  64,000

UCA 2020-2021 - will take place during 
Lent.


