








Veneration of Mary and Marian dogmas: Non-Catholic Christians presume that
Catholics give too much honor to Mary without any Biblical support. Some
non-Christians think that Catholics adore Mary as a goddess who gave birth to their
God Jesus. The truth is that Catholics adore and worship only God. But they honor,
love and venerate Mary as the most saintly and Spirit-filled woman and seek her
intercession, based on scriptural reasons. Catholics believe that while enjoying the
glory of heaven, Mary is still lovingly concerned with the struggles of Christ's Body
on earth. So she constantly prays for our needs with a mother's love. But Catholics
believe that Mary's intercession is entirely dependent on Jesus' role as the great
Mediator (I Timothy 2:5). Jesus is the One Way to the Father (John 14:6). Hence,
all prayers to the Father must go through Jesus. Mary's intercessory prayers for us
are no exception; she, too, prays to the Father in Jesus' Name.

Reasons why we honor Mary: 1) Reason given by Mary in “Magnificat:” “All
generations (ages) will call me blessed” because the “The Mighty One has done
great things for me” (Luke 1:49). It is right to honor a person whom God has
honored by granting her the following blessings (“great things”). a) He has chosen
Mary as the mother of Jesus. Since Jesus is God, Mary is the “Mother of God”
(Theotokos); since Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah or the “Anointed One,” Mary is
the mother of Christ, and since Jesus is the promised “Savior,” Mary is the mother
of the Savior. (“therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God”
Lk1: 35). b) He has filled her with His Holy Spirit twice, namely at the Annunciation
("The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son of God”
Lk1l: 35) and at Pentecost. Thus she is venerable as the most Spirit-filled woman.
c) He has made her “full of grace,” the paragon or embodiment of all virtues. ("Hail,
full of grace, the Lord is with you!" Lk 1: 28) d) He has allowed her to become the
most active participant with Christ, her Son, in our redemption by suffering in mind
what Jesus suffered in body.

2) Mary is our heavenly mother. Jesus gave us his mother as our mother from the
cross: “Woman, behold your son.” ... "Behold your mother” (John 19: 26-27).

3) Mary is the supreme model of all virtues, especially holiness of life (full of grace),
obedience to the will of God (“fiat”) and true humility ("Behold the handmaid of the
Lord, be it done to me as you wish”).



