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Dear Parishioners,

| want to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year. First of all, a big
thank you goes out to all who helped with the decorating and Liturgical Services such as
ministers of music and ministers at the Altar. We just can’t have a true celebration
without the goodness and dedication of folks who come together to bring about a
wonderful environment for us to celebrate the Feast of Christmas.

| would like to share a reflection with you that was written by Bishop Robert F. Morneau,
pastor of Resurrection Parish in Green Bay, WI, and retired auxiliary bishop of the Diocese
of Green Bay. It speaks not only to the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, but also of Our
Blessed Mother. This article was published by Liturgical Press in “Daily Reflections for
Advent & Christmas, Waiting in Joyful Hope 2016-2017".

Scripture: The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, and
the infant lying in the manger. (Luke 2:16).

Reflection: Often at weddings and funerals, Franz Schubert’s Ave Maria is sung. Several
passages of the beautiful hymn and prayer merit pondering in our hearts, just as Mary
reflected upon the amazing message she heard from the shepherds in Bethlehem.

Gratia plena! Mary is one full of grace, favored in a unique way by God in her participation
in the mystery of our redemption. The grace that filled her being was that of life, love, and
light. The Lord of all life was with her, dwelling within her womb; the Spirit of love radiated
from her reflective and tender heart; the light of God’s glory shone in her words and very
presence. The grace that she received she gave to all whom she encountered.

Mater Deil Mary is proclaimed the mother of God for she bore the Christ who was human
and divine. As the mother of Jesus, she became the mother and model for the church. A
good mother is one who listens and loves. Mary was obedient to the word she heard from
God; Mary was responsive in her active concern for all she met. Mary’s obedience and
self-giving mirrors our Eucharistic celebration.

Ora pro nobis peccatoribus! We ask Mary to pray for all of us, we who are sinners and in
need of redemption. That prayer is not only when we face the mystery of death, but in our
everyday life as we struggle to be free from sin and faithful disciples of the Lord. Our
pilgrimage is long and difficult. We need much grace to be true to our baptismal
commitments.

| would also like to update everyone on our approval for the stained glass window project.
We have received approval from Bishop Richard Pates to move forward to repair, update
and protect our beautiful stained glass. The cost for the project is $26,956 and if
everyone continues to fulfill their 50/50 Capital Campaign Pledges along with funds
already in the building fund we should be able to pay the cost of the project. We would
like to invite everyone to help with the cost of the project. You may make donations to the
St. John Building Fund. Thank you for your generosity.

May we always look to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit for our
salvation and direction and may we also look to Our Blessed Mother who points us to
Him. Have a wonderful and blessed Christmas and Happy New Year!

Fr. Ray
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Holy Father's December Prayer Intentions Universal: That all may experience the mercy of God, who never tires of forgiv-
ing. Evangelization: That families, especially those who suffer, may find in the birth of Jesus a sign of certain hope.

NOVOS Young Adults If you're a young adult looking for social, spiritual and service activities, check out Novos Young

Adults. Events happen every second and fourth Thursday of the month and occasionally on weekends. For more information,
go to the Novos Young Adults Facebook page.

SACRAMENT of BAPTISM: Preparation class for parents and godparents is required. Please contact the church
office to make arrangements.

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: Preparation for marriage must begin at least six months before the anticipated date of
the wedding. Please contact the church office to set up an appointment to speak with Father.




