ST. BENEDICT PARISH

ST. MARY'S e ST. BRIDGET'S

o HKnow, sLove, Sewe O

The feast we celebrate today in antiquity was

' called the Theophany rather than the Epiphany.

It was and remains today a major feast day in
many of the Christian traditions. Most

| importantly, it was a major day for the
celebration of Christian initiation and remains

& in some traditions a much more important date

N on the liturgical calendar than December 25t.

" In the word theophany, we get a deeper
understanding of what we have gained in Jesus
JChri st . Il n Advent, we p
2 coming and in Christmas time (which lasts until
December 13"), we reflect on what we have
gained in Our Lorddés <cot
light and life.

A theophany, after all, is a physical
manifestation of God. What greater physical
manifestation of God is there other than the

: Incarnation? In God becoming flesh? In
Chrlstmas we are offered a great theophanyi that in our lives God has physically entered.

Truly, we have the opportunity for this to happen throughout our lives i in the Mass most
notablyé But God offers himself to us in all
tangible theophany i a real presence of God in Heaven on this earth.

And so, the question is, will we embrace him? Or will we run in fear? Will we love and
support the poor and impoverished or those others most in need? Or will we refuse to fulfill our
mission on this earth? Will we remain empty and dark even when Christ offers his fullness and
his light? Are we content to remain human, even when offered eternity?

These are not just philosophical questions. These are daily decisions of every person who
bears the name of Christ. Our lives are ones of constant call and conversiori we are never good
enough and we have never and can never do enough that we would deserve salvation. But it is
offered to us even when we do not deserve it. We are all criminals, condemned and humiliated,
liberated by a loving King for the fullness of joy. This is Christmas i this is what it means that
God became humani the Divine has awakened on earth and has shown us its light.

Your servant in Our Blessed Lord,

Fr. Michael

Maryo6s Church St . Bridge‘r‘

Nort h Main Stre 15 Chur ch
nandai gua, ;éguary 6. 201Qloomfield
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DAY MASS INTENTION EVENTS
Sunday, 7:30 a.m. (SKhirley Bemerty the family 9: 00 a.m. (SB) St. Bridpet
January 6 9:00a.m. (SMyrances Carbori® Roc & Barbara Vitalone |10:15 a.m. (SM) Faith Formation Progrébn far &k §t .
9:30 a.m. (SBJice & Conrad Schudy the Burlingames School, various classrooms
11:30 a.m. (SNseph L. Strazzeri,By. Jerry & Judy Russi 10:15 aDm (ShM) M||_<|jdlle School Youth Gpump (6
ougherty Ha
10:45 a.m. (SB) Falth Formation Program for the whple col
munity in St Bridgelft 6s
6:00 p.m. (SM) High School Youth Gﬂm)pr(%e Yelloy
House
Monday, 6:45 a.m. 2 rd and Communion Service
January 7 7:45 a.m. (SM) Morning Prayer/Dady KidssGreeby the

i Burlingames
C\:Ar}ggtkrggs 5:30 p.m. (SNipomas John Spmddy his grandparents,

St Raymond of %eﬁaf James & Andrea L. Parshall

Priest
Tuesday, 6:45 a.m. (9Mee Valvanby Tony Ceravolo 10:00 m (SM) Pra%/er Shawl in Dougherty Hall
January 8 9:00 a.m. (SNIpe Barolby Annette & John Joyce 6:30 p ﬁSM) Knights of Columbus Meeting in Doygherty
Christmas Hal
Weekday
Wednesday, [6:30a.m. (SM? Morning Prayer/DadyDdassd Rideny 1:00 p.m. (SM) St. Vincent de Paul Meeting in Dougherty F
January 9 Anne Erdle 5:30 p. m. ESB; Confessiqgns
Christmas 7:45 a.m. (SB) Morning Prayer/DaiyNagsKnobel Ray- |7 : 00 p . m. SM St. Maryd@s /

burnby Pat & Tina Crowley

Weekday 1900 a.m. (SMjord & Communion Service

Thursday, 6:45 a.m. (S r y DiiyAombFiyran
January 10 |8:45 a.m. (SM Mornlng Prayer/Daify Meemsed Mem-

Christmas bers of the Evangalista FarhijyMary Pastore
Weekday

Friday, 6:30 a.m. (SM) Morning Prayer/ DaélyAvias3uirdy the 6:44
January 11 Mass group ) )
Christmas 8:00 a.m. £§SWord and Communion Service
Weekday 9:00 a.m. (SManuel I. Ugartechg his sister, Tula War

Saturday, 8:00 a.m. (SMavid Ehmarioy Ellen Polimeni 8:30 a.m. (SM) Divine Mercy Chaplet and Rosary in|Churc|
January 12 | 5:00 p.m. (SMr. & Mrs. Maurice McWilliams & Daugh{3: 30 p. m. ( SM) Confessipns
Christmas Patby Tom & Carol McWilliams
Weekday
Sunday, 7:30 a.m. (SRyan Denniby Ellen Polimeni *Family Promise to uti/l ze
January 13 | 9:00a.m. (SMYatalie RosBy the Erdle family _ January 20th
930 a.m. (SB)oris Norman (Anniv.) & Judy Marianacdd9 : 00 a . m. (SB) St. Bridpet
6 nniv.py their families 10:15 a.m. (SM) Whole Community Faith Formation|in St.
11:30 a.m. (SNBseph Clement, 8y Mary & family Maryb6s Churc and Dojugh
10:45 a.m. (SI? Faith Formation PrograsnirfdstkK
et 6s Church
11:30 a m (SM) Mass for Life with Bishop Matano with rec
tion to follow in Dougherty Hall
5:00 p.m. ESM; Confirmation Prep Session in Doughgerty H:
6:00 p.m. (SM) High School Youth Group in the Yellpw Hol
Events |isted as SM take place at St. Maryods, thosacati sStted Mas|ydB
Todaydés Responsorial Psalm
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
Psalm 72
Altar Memorials
This week, the Bread and Wi ne at St . Maryds wil/l be
loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. Calogero Infurna, requested by
Libertino & Antoinette. The Sanctuary Lamp at St. Ma
burn in loving memory of Paul Klavoon, requested by his wife,
Bar bar a. The Sanctuary Lamp at St. Bridgetobés wil/l bur

memory of Mary Failla, requested by Antoinette & Libertino
Infurna.



