
December 29, 2019 

St. Maryôs Church 
95 North Main Street 
Canandaigua, NY 14424 

St. Bridgetôs Church   
15 Church Street   

Bloomfield, NY 14469   

Striving to know, love, and serve God in all others.  

 There is a legend that the Holy Family was attacked by robbers in their flight into Egypt and 
that Dismas was one of them. Dismas is said to have looked upon the child mercifully and said, 
for some unknown reason, ñO Child, if one day this mercy may be returned to me, then 
remember me and forget not this hour.ò St. Dismas would later die on the cross next to Jesus 
with the great prayer, ñJesus remember me when you come into your Kingdom.ò 
 It is a nice extra legend of our faith that packs with it some not insignificant meaning. Even 
to this child may we be remembered. We have occasion to reflect on this amazing care of a child 
and the amazing gift of parenthood. We must bow always to the terrific potential that resides in 
our children. We must be their great students, always marveling at the wonder they see in the 
world around us. We need to appreciate their dreams and live in awe of our surroundings as 
they do. It is not to be stripped from them; rather, we adults need to recapture this for 
ourselves. They are our great hope in this sense. 
 This doesnôt mean we abdicate our authority and enable and reinforce bad behaviors. Our 
responsibilities are great on this point. But, as we encounter anyoneðmost especially childrenð
, our sole desire needs to be directed toward the fulfillment of the power given them by God. 
Everyone you encounter, you encounter with this in mind. Have I moved them along the path of 
perfection in Godôs power? 
 Too often we are confronted by tremendous failures on this point. Too often we work for 
dominance and out of spite or conceit. Too often we use people and cause harm rather than 
good. Too often we claim a virtuous purpose in doing so. Christ made his killers stronger in the 
Cross; as an earthly point, his Cross was a failure, but dying on it, he makes Dismas powerfulð 
and Dismas is a great symbol for us allðshowing mercy to a child, may mercy be returned to us. 
 Love well, and may you be blessed in your children. 
 

              Your servant in Our Blessed Lord,  
 

              Fr. Michael  
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DAY MASS INTENTION EVENTS 

Sunday,  
December 29 

 

The Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary, & 

Joseph 

7:30 am (SM) Mary Ellen OõMalley by Jean & Joe Schalabba 
9:00 am (SM) Herman & Jeanette Schwabl by Mr. & Mrs. Jeffery Pa-

lumbo 
9:30 am (SB) Frank Hill by his son, Keith Hill 
11:30 am (SM)  Michael Weissend by his mother, Norma 

No Faith Formation or Youth Group today 

Monday, 
December 30 

 

Sixth Day within 
the Octave of the 

Nativity of the Lord  

8:45 am (SM) Morning Prayer 
9:00 am (SM) Beverly Dimauro by the Hatfalvi family 

(SMS) No school 
 

Tuesday,  
December 31 

 

Seventh Day within 
the Octave of the 

Nativity of the Lord  

6:30 am (SM) Morning Prayer 
6:45 am (SM) Rita Lischwe by Nancy Hayden 

(SMS) No school 
(SM) PAC closed 

Wednesday,  
January 1 

 

Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God, the 
Octave Day of the 
Nativity of the Lord 

11:00 am (SM) For Mary, Mother of God, and All Mothers 
6:00 pm (SB) For a Blessed New Year for All 

Note: We will be following an altered Holy Day Mass 
schedule today 

(SMS) No school 
(SM) PAC closed 
(SB) No Confessions today 

Thursday, 
January 2 

 

Sts Basil the Great 
& Gregory Nazian-

zen, Bishops & 
Doctors of the 

Church 

6:30 am (SM) Morning Prayer 
6:45 am (SM) Baboe Gotham by Anne Erdle 

(SMS) No school 
11:00 am (SM) Grief Support Group in Dougherty Hall 
2:00 pmð9:00 pm (SM) Photography Sessions (by ap-

pointment only) for the Parish Directory in Dougherty 
Hall 

First Friday, 
January 3 

 

Christmas  
Weekday 

Holy Name of Jesus 

7:45 am (SB) Morning Prayer 
8:00 am (SB) William & Mary Sullivan by bequest 
9:00 am (SM) Anthony, Mary, & Joseph Comella by bequest 
 

(SMS) No school 
(SM) Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament immediately 

following the 9am Mass, Eucharistic Adoration until 
7pm 

7:00 pm (SM) Holy Hour & Benediction 
2:00 pmð9:00 pm (SM) Photography Sessions (by ap-

pointment only) for the Parish Directory in Dougherty 
Hall 

Saturday,  
January 4 

 

St Elizabeth Ann 
Seton, Religious 

5:00 pm (SM) Nancy Hadsell (Anniv.) by the family 
 

8:30 am (SM) Divine Mercy Chaplet and Rosary 
10:00 amð5:00 pm (SM) Photography Sessions (by 

appointment only) for the Parish Directory in 
Dougherty Hall 

3:30 pm (SM) Confessions in Church 

Sunday,  
January 5 

 

The Epiphany of 
the Lord 

7:30 am (SM) For the Intentions of the Migrant Community in Marion 
9:00 am (SM) Scott Zahn by Joe Vitalone 
9:30 am (SB) Rick Revier by mom & dad 
11:30 am (SM)  Joseph A. Clement, Sr. by Mary & family 

(SB) Family Promise in the Church Hall until January 12 
10:15 am (SMS) K-5 Sessions in various classrooms 
10:15 am (SM) Middle School Youth Group in Dougherty 

Hall 
10:45 am (SB) ñT.A.G. Dayò/Whole Community Faith For-

mation in Church 
6:00 pm (SM) High School Youth Group in Dougherty Hall 

Events listed as SM take place at St. Maryôs, those listed as SB take place at St. Bridgetôs, and those listed as SMS take place at St. Maryôs School 

Readings for the week of December 29, 2019  
Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/ Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
Monday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/Lk 
2:36-40 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/Jn 
1:1-18 
Wednesday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/
Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 
[3cd]/Jn 1:19 -28 
Friday: 1 Jn 2:29ð3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6 [3cd]/Jn 
1:29-34 
Saturday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [3cd]/Jn 1:35 -
42 
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 
[cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1 -12 

Todayôs Responsorial Psalm 

This week, the Sanctuary Lamp at St. Maryôs will burn in 
loving memory of Joseph & Mary Pizzillo, requested by 
the family.  



Schedule for Sunday, December 29  
No Faith Formation or Youth Group this weekend.  
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   The devotion to the Holy Family was born in Bethlehem, together with the Baby 
Jesus. The shepherds went to adore the Child and, at the same time, they gave 
honor to His family. Later, in a similar way, the three wise men came from the East 
to adore and give honor to the newborn King with gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh that would be safeguarded by His family. 
   We can go further to affirm that in a certain sense Christ, Himself, was the first 
devotee of His family. He showed His devotion to His mother and foster father by 
submitting Himself, with infinite humility, to the duty of filial obedience towards 
them. This is what St Bernard of Clairvaux said in this regard, óGod, to whom an-
gels submit themselves and who principalities and powers obey, was subject to 
Mary; and not only to Mary but Joseph also for Maryôs sake [é.]. God obeyed a 
human creature; this is humility without precedent. A human creature commands 
God; it is sublime beyond measure.ô (First Homily on the óMissus Estô). 
   Todayôs celebration demonstrates Christôs humility and obedience with respect 
to the fourth commandment, whilst also highlighting the loving care that His par-
ents exercised in His keeping. The servant of God, Pope John Paul II, in 1989, 
entitled his Apostolic Exhortation, óRedemptoris Custosô (Guardian of the Redeem-
er) which was dedicated to the person and the mission of Saint Joseph in the life 
of Christ and of the Church. After exactly a century, he resumed the teaching of 
Pope Leo XIII, for who Saint Joseph ó.. shines among all mankind by the most au-
gust dignity, since by divine will, he was the guardian of the Son of God and reput-
ed as His father among menô (Encyclical Quamquam Pluries [1889] n. 3). Pope 
Leo XIII continued, ó.. Joseph became the guardian, the administrator, and the 
legal defender of the divine house whose chief he was.[é] It is, then, natural and 
worthy that as the Blessed Joseph ministered to all the needs of the family at Naz-
areth and girt it about with his protection, he should now cover with the cloak of his 
heavenly patronage and defend the Church of Jesus Christ.ô Not many years be-
fore, blessed Pope Pius IX had proclaimed Saint Joseph, óPatron of the Catholic 
Churchô (1870) 
   Almost intuitively, one can recognize that the mysterious, exemplary guardian-
ship enacted by Joseph was conducted firstly, in a yet more intimate way, by 
Mary. Consequently, the liturgical feast of the Holy Family speaks to us of the fond 
and loving care that we must render to the Body of Christ. We can understand this 
in a mystical sense, as guardians of the Church, and also in the Eucharistic sense. 
Mary and Joseph took great care of Jesusô physical body. Following their exam-
ple, we can and must take great care of His Mystical Body, the Church, and the 
Eucharist which He has entrusted to us. If Mary was, in some way, óthe first taber-
nacle in historyô (John Paul II Ecclesia de Eucharistia, n. 55) then we the Taber-
nacle in which Our Lord chose to reside in person, in His Real Presence, was also 
entrusted to us. We can learn from Mary and Joseph! What would they ever have 
overlooked in the care of Jesusô physical body? Is there something, therefore, that 
we can withhold for the right and adoring care of His Eucharistic Body? No 
amount of attention, no sane act of love and adoring respect will ever be too 
much! On the contrary, our adoration and respect will always be inferior to the 
great gift that comes to us in the Holy Eucharist. 
   Looking at the Holy Family, we see the love, the protection, and the diligent care 
that they gave to the Redeemer. We can not fail to feel uneasiness, perhaps a 
shameful thought, for the times in which we have not rendered the appropriate 
care and attention to the Blessed Eucharist. We can only ask for forgiveness and 
do penance for all the sacrilegious acts and the lack of respect that are committed 
in front of the Blessed Eucharist. We can only ask the Lord, through the interses-
sion of the Holy Family of Nazareth, for a greater love for their Son Incarnate, who 
has decided to remain here on earth with us every day until the end of time. 

Source: Catholicculture.org, Trinity Communications 

Planning on visiting another parish during this 
holiday season? Be sure to pick up one of these 
ñvisitor tokenò cards to take with you as a re-
minder that we are all members of one body 
and to let them know that someone from St. 
Benedict Parish was there. Cards can be found 
at the entrances of both of our churches.  

Consecration to the Holy Family 
This act of consecration to the Holy Family is intend-
ed to unite the members of your family more closely 
to God and to one another. 
 

Prayer: 
   O Jesus, our most loving Redeemer, Who having 
come to enlighten the world, with Your teaching and 
example, willed to pass the greater part of Your life 
in humility and subjection to Mary and Joseph in the 
poor home of Nazareth, thus sanctifying the Family 
that was to be an example for all Christian families, 
graciously receive our family as it dedicates and 
consecrates itself to You this day. Defend us, guard 
us, and establish among us Your holy fear, true 
peace and concord in Christian love: in order that by 
conforming ourselves to the divine pattern of Your 
Family we may be able, all of us without exception, 
to attain to eternal happiness. 
   Mary, dear Mother of Jesus and Mother of us, by 
your kind intercession make this our humble offering 
acceptable in the sight of Jesus, and obtain for us 
His graces and blessings. 
   Saint Joseph, most holy Guardian of Jesus and 
Mary, assist us by your prayers in all our spiritual 
and temporal necessities; that we may be able to 
praise our divine Savior Jesus, together with Mary 
and you, for all eternity. 
 

   Next, pray the Our Father, Hail Mary, & Gloria 
three times. 
 

Prayer Source: The Catholic Family Handbook  
by Rev. George A. Kelly 
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St Benedictôs Parish Support for  

December 14 & 15  
(Note: Due to early publication deadlines during this  
holiday season, the numbers will be publicized at least  

one week late.  Last weekôs bulletin read ñNovember 7 & 8ò, 
but should have read ñDecember 7 & 8ò. We are sorry for 

any inconvenience.)  

Attendance  ........................................................ 1,125 
 

Weekly Offertory Income*  ............................ $18,441 
Weekly Needs ................................................ $18,520 
Overage (Shortage) ............................................ $(79) 
 

Year To Date  
Offertory Income*  ....................................... $458,925 
Year To Date Need ..................................... $463,000  
Year To Date Overage (Shortage) ............... $(4,075)  

*Regular Sunday Collection 

Sincere thanks for your support of the parish and its ministries!  
 

ELECTRONIC GIVING PROGRAM  
St. Benedictôs is pleased to offer this safe and convenient 
option for you to contribute your Sunday offering to the 
Church automatically through your checking or savings 
account.  Please contact the business office at 394-1220.  

Catholic Ministries Appeal Update  
   As of 12/20/19, $113,434 (68.88%) of our 
$164,696 CMA goal had been pledged. Of that 
amount, $100,033 had been paid. 

CCIA Wish List for the Weeks of...  
Dec 28 & 29-soup, crackers, pasta, spag. sauce, canned fruit 
Jan 4 & 5-tuna, canned meat, canned fruit 
Jan 11 & 12-pasta, spag. sauce, canned fruit, pork & beans 
Jan 18 & 19-pork & beans, crackers, tuna, canned meat 
Jan 25 & 26-cereal, peanut butter, pasta, spaghetti sauce 
 Personal hygiene items, especially men's and women's deo-
dorant and toothbrushes are also needed. Thank you! 

Help Wanted to Clean the PAC Bi -Weekly  
   Looking to fill your current schedule with a few extra 
hours of work? The Parish is currently looking to hire some-
one for some light cleaning at the Parish Administration 
Center every other week for 2-3 hours. If you are interested 
or want more information, please contact Tony at To-
ny.DiPrima@dor.org or (585) 394 -1220, ext. 24. 

Nocturnal Adoration Society  
   ñUntil you know deep inside that Jesus thirsts for you ï 
you canôt begin to know who He wants to be for you. Or 
who He wants you to be for Him.ò (St. Mother Teresa)  
   Please be with us to deepen your joy of a loving, personal 
relationship with Jesus. Our prayer is a special adaptation 
of The Liturgy of the Hours, and includes exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament, psalms, spiritual readings, prayers, and 
silent adoration. Everyone is welcome on Friday, January 
3 from 7pm to 8pm  in St. Maryôs Church adoration chap-
el. We meet on the first Friday each month. 

Menôs Retreat Weekend: ñFinding God in Lifeôs 
Transitionsò 
   Come and explore how 
to find God in the midst of 
lifeôs graces and challeng-
es. We all experience tran-
sitions throughout our 
lives.  How we cope with 
the unexpected; how we 
discern ówhat next?ô and 
how we draw strength and 
wisdom from others will 
be the focus of the talks 
and prayer experiences 
throughout the retreat 
weekend to be held at Notre Dame Retreat House from 
January 31 ðFebruary 2, 2020  . Give yourself the gift of 
retreat this year. To learn more about a weekend retreat 
with your parish men please call: Gary Keating at (585) 820
-3918, Paul Peterson at (585) 396-2601, or Nancy Lynch 
(office manager) at Notre Dame Retreat House at (585) 394
-5700, or visit www.notredameretreat.org.  

Which way 
Lord?  

Upcoming Fundraisers for St. Maryôs School 
   Super Bowl Squaresðare for sale in St. 
Maryôs School office for $25 per 
square. Checks should be made out to 
Knights of Columbus. Get yours today for a 
chance to win $250 for the 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd quarters and $500 for the final!  

 

   Trivia Night ðto be held on January 25  in 
St. Maryôs School gym. Doors open at 6pm 
and the game starts at 6:30pm. Tickets are 
available in the school office for $20, and 
price includes apps and 2 drink tickets. Teams 
of 6 will play. Trivia company sponsored by 
Sarah Genecco, owner of Stellaôs.  

Wishing you beautiful moments, treasured 
memories, and all the blessings of God that 
a heart can know. Happy New Year from 

the St. Benedict Parish Staff! 

�'�H�D�U���6�W�����%�H�Q�H�G�L�F�W�·�V���3�D�U�L�V�K�L�R�Q�H�U�V���D�Q�G���)�U�L�H�Q�G�V�� 
�7�K�H�� �I�D�F�X�O�W�\���� �V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���� �D�Q�G�� �I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V�� �R�I�� �6�W���� �0�D�U�\�·�V�� �6�F�K�R�R�O��
would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to all who have 
supported our school during the past year. Your kindness 
and generosity are appreciated, and we cannot thank you 
enough for the many ways you help us to maintain our pro-
grams and services. Thank you for attending Parent Teach-
er Organization events such as the Euchre Night or the 
Meat Raffle. We are grateful for your Chromebook dona-
tions to our Technology Lab, and because of your generosity 
we were able to offer tuition assistance to families. Your 
financial �² and spiritual �² support has helped us create a 
Catholic school where students grow in faith and academ-
�L�F�V�����2�Q���E�H�K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���V�W�D�I�I���D�W���6�W�����0�D�U�\�·�V���6�F�K�R�R�O����
may you have a Merry Christmas and a New Year filled 
with many blessings. 


